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I.  Background

Cities and local authorities have long played an important role in extemditertion and solutions to
displaced and stateless peojfg providing safety servicesandemergency assistanagties and local
authorities have enable@mmunities to welcome and supptbrdse in need

Global humanitarian and development framewoek®gnize the need to find adequate responses to the
challenges presented by forced displacement in urban coargkt®o include a focus on the role of
cities and local authorities in this regard.

With a view to improving responses to large refugee anmnts, the General Assembly in 2016
requested UNHCR to lead the development Gl@abal Gmpact orRefugees. Th€ompact builds on
UNHCR’ s-stahdmgn gngagement in urban areas and identifies cities and city networks as
stakeholders with an importantiedo play in comprehensive refugee responses.

This context provided the impetus for the High (
2018t o | ook at “Protection and solutions i®Bdurban
onthe role of cities and local authorities in protectamgl assistingisplaced and stateless populations

Some600 representatives fromities and local authoritie§tates, international organizations, non
governmental organizations and the private@etbgether with experts and refugees, participated in a
series of active and constructive conversations, focusing on good practices and sigyfpestiture
action.

This summary report does not necessarily represent the views of indpédtialpants or UNHCR but
reflects broadly the themes and understandings emerging from the discussions. It is to be read in
conjunction with the summaries fortheeaDi ogue’ s si x t hematic sessions

I1.  Overview of the 2018 Dialogue

The Dialogue consigtd of a mix of plenary sessions, thematic sessions, roundtable discussicms and
side event.

- anopening plenary, includinga highlevel panel with Mayors;

- six thematic sessions to allow for indepth interactive discussions the following themes

i) meeting the needs of the displaced in urban areas;

i) urban conflict and violence;

iii) the Global Compact orRefugees and the role of cities and municipalities;

iv) supporting selfreliance in urban areas: economic inclusion, access to
livelihoods and the role of the private sector;

V) harnessing commmity support for solutions;

Vi) the “cities of solidarity” initiative”



- six roundtables with either a regional focus (Africa, Asia, Europe and the Middle East and
North Africa) or a thematic focus (the role of sports in social cohesion, inclusion and wellbeing
of displaced and stateless persons; and the role of young displaced and piatetesy.

- aside event, on children and youth, organized by the UNHCR Global Youth Advisory Council
with input from the World Economic Forum.

- aclosing plenary, with summaries by cohairs (or elected rapporteurs) from each of the six
thematic sessions, followed by concluding remarks from the High Commissioner.

I11.  Outcomes of the 2018 Dialogue

Building on the High Commi scentlusions emergingdrbnotbei ng r e ma
Dialogue include the following:

- The Global Compact on Refugees provides a solid framework for building ostrtrey
affinities between UNHCRcities andpartners. Itpresents the institutional angblitical
commitment to makseuch partnershipsucceed

- Cities demonstrate tremendoweadiershign welcoming refugeesr ef erred t o as a
system of wel c oawhichcanbe fuotheerecegpireed d&neé supported by the
international community, including through resasc

- Cities playa crucial role irshapingthe narrativearound refugees and migrants and are often
ideally placed to counter xenophobia and hostility. The international comnshioiyd support
further cooperation and outreach of likénded cities to those who may bffected by a
challenging political environment.

- Inclusionis central to th&Compact and fosterg the seHreliance of refugeegnd cities arén
turn central to facilitating sth inclusion.This covers inclusiomnto infrastructure and services,
as well as soctaultural activities such as sports, music and arts. Thenayoparticipation of
refugees and host communities in shaping inclusion was stressed, in particularahgaoie
refugees and young members of host communities

- We must work togetheT.his applies to global partners but also national and local partners such
as businesses, faith leaders, civil societgnrgovernmental organizationgrivate citizens,
acadera and volunteersnteractionmust take place not simply within these different groups
but betweenthem, too. This engagement must also transcend levels: from local to global to
local and back again.

- Responsibilitysharings at the heart of the Compact and was key to the two days of discussion.
The need for greater national responsibilgizaring was stressedbetween different cities as
well as between the central government and ciiasd the idea of both nationaldtocal
compacts was proposed. National governments, affem have the ability to create the right
policies and provide the right resources, are crucial to such efforts.

- The prticipationof citiesin decisionmaking fora at the global, regional, natibaad local
level was highlighted throughout the Dialogldere was a concrete proposal to ensure city
involvement in hefirst Global Refugee Forupo be held in December 2010ne suggestion
would be to have cityepresentatives as a part of thgopve nment ' s &Gueeh egat i o
participation would demonstrate the diversity of response needed to meet the objectives of the
Global Compact anshow cohesion between the global, national and local level.

- On the issue ofity networks it was clear thathesealreadyexist and UNHCR is well-
positioned to engage and guidehe discussions of those networks. In particular, UNH@R
seek to forge common approachesrkvon bench marks for inclusion, access issues and
resources. Through this, UNHGRncortribute to improving the manner in which local and



city governments accesmternational resources i ncl udi ng by drawi ng
relationships with development organizations and international financial institutions.

- Areview of UNHCR’ s ur baiay, in ésf10 gemrein 2010 will take place in
consultation with stakeholders.



