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Twenty-year-old mother, Divine, fled the village of Rule in Djugu territory with her family last year. She is 
staying in a makeshift shelter with seven relatives, at a displacement site near the hospital in Bunia, Ituri, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). She has not seen her husband since they first fled.



NATIONAL ACTION
AFRICA

Central African Republic: Moving forward with a law 
on protection and assistance to IDPs 
In September 2018, the Minister for Humanitarian Action 
and National Reconciliation led a workshop to validate 
the draft law on protection and assistance to IDPs 
together with the Humanitarian Coordinator and UNHCR. 
Over 50 people attended, including representatives 
of various ministries, authorities from regions affected 
by displacement, the humanitarian team, NGOs, civil 
society and IDPs. The draft bill was validated with 
recommendations and will be presented to the 
Commission of Official Texts before submission to the 
Council of Minsters. In parallel, IDPs and others affected 
by displacement were brought together in games 
competitions, traditional dance performances and male 
and female football tournament to raise awareness 
on internal displacement under the local GP20 theme 
“Resolve and reduce displacement in CAR through 
prevention, protection and durable solutions.”

Niger: Multi-faceted and multi-stakeholder action on 
internal displacement
In cooperation with the authorities, the Protection Clus-
ter led a multi-stakeholder process with regional and 
national consultations of IDPs and others to develop a 
GP20 Plan of Action adapted to the local context, which 
has been validated. The Niger government, through an 
Inter-Ministerial Committee created in December 2017,  
is advancing developing a draft law on internal displace-
ment which includes national consultations with IDPs 
and other stakeholders. Ahead of those efforts, govern-
ment officials, defense and security forces, cluster mem-
bers and UN staff were trained on the Guiding Principles 
on Internal Displacement in collaboration with the man-
date of the UN Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights 
of IDPs. To reach the broader public, radio messages 
on the Guiding Principles and their importance in Niger 
are being disseminated in multiple languages. A training 
module on the Guiding Principles on Internal Displace-

ment was approved by the Commander of the Special 
Forces and included in the official training curriculum for 
7,000 Nigerian Defense and Security Forces.

Regional multi-stakeholder workshop in Diffa contribut-
ing to development of national GP20 Plan of Action, June 
2018, Niger

South Sudan: Pushing forward to address internal 
displacement through GP20
A national High Level Panel on National Legislation on 
Internal Displacement in South Sudan in early Septem-
ber 2018 brought together government officials, eminent 
experts on internal displacement, the World Bank, 
private sector, donors as well as development  
and humanitarian actors and the African Union to dis-
cuss a draft law to address internal displacement.  
The event was preceded by training of government offi-
cials and UN staff on IDP law and policy making, drafting 
of a national law on internal displacement, activities for 
ratification of the Kampala Convention, dialogue and 
consultations with IDPs on the form and substance of a 
national IDP law, consultation with government officials 
and a desk review and gap analysis of national legisla-
tion and policy relevant to internal displacement. 

●● Sept 2017 - Priorities for the focus of the 20th Anniversary 
of Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement were 
determined at a stakeholder meeting convened in Geneva 
by the UN Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of IDPs 

●● Nov 2017—April 2018 Development of the GP20 Plan 
of Action around the determined priorities through 
consultations with UN member states, UN entities, NGOs, 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and 
key experts on internal displacement  

●● 17 April 2018 - Launch of the GP20 Plan of Action in Geneva 
at a stakeholder meeting convened by the UN Special 
Rapporteur on the Human Rights of IDPs and hosted by 
Austria, Honduras and Uganda

●● 24 May 2018 - The UN Emergency Relief Coordinator 
called on governments to reaffirm their commitment to 
the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement and the 
international community to bring forth renewed action to 
address internal displacement 

●● 31 May 2018 - Endorsement of the GP20 Plan of Action by 
Inter-Agency Standing Committee Principals in New York at 
a session devoted to internal displacement  with agreement 
to support its implementation and engage in collective 
action 

●● Oct 2018 - GP20 focal points established in 20 Resident 
Coordinator offices
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AMERICAS

Colombia: Symbolic event in solidarity with IDPs
A round table discussion with the UN High Commission-
er for Refugees, Colombian government officials and 
civil society organizations in October highlight strong 
solidarity with IDPs. Conclusions were that with signif-
icant new internal displacements in 2018, addressing 
the needs of IDPs in Colombia still requires collective 
action, and government institutions and civil society 
organizations need to continue efforts on prevention 
and protection of IDPs with a differentiated approach for 
Afro-Colombian and indigenous communities. Further-
more, as national and international attention is focused 
on arrivals from Venezuela, attention to IDPs should 
not diminish as the risk of ignoring IDPs is increasing 
xenophobia towards Venezuelan migrants and asylum 
seekers.

Honduras: Raising awareness of internal displacement 
through art
The National Institute of Migration and UNHCR 
convened the #RefugiaArte exhibition, an initiative in 
which more than 40 Latin American artists participated 
to sensitize states, the international community 
and general public about the situations faced by 
those seeking protection as a result of conflict and 
persecution. Participants included the Migrant Child 
Task Force, relevant state institutions, civil society 
organizations and UN agencies. Further events are 
planned for the rest of 2018 focusing on milestones 
reached for IDPs during 2018 including approval of the 
law on forced displacement, government assistance 
to IDPs, IDP consultations, and the update to the IDP 
profiling exercise. UNHCR will also raise awareness on 
impact of violence in schools through presentation of 
the results of its consultations. 

Mexico: Acknowledging internal displacement  
in Chihuahua
To commemorate the 20th anniversary of the Guiding 
Principles on Internal Displacement, the government of 
Chihuahua committed his state government to recog-
nize internal displacement at an international forum on 
the issue. Among the audience were around 30 IDPs, 
one of whom was one of the opening panel speakers 
in addition to the UN Special Rapporteur on the Human 
Rights of IDPs.

The Governor of Chihuahua opening an International 
Forum on internal displacement in the state of 
Chihuahua, September 2018, Mexico

ASIA

Myanmar: Framing solutions for IDPs 
Building on the momentum and visibility generated by 
the 20th anniversary of the Guiding Principles on Inter-
nal Displacement, UNHCR is conducting awareness-rais-
ing activities on the Guiding Principles with IDP com-
munities and has drawn attention to displacement and 
disability through a photo exhibition at the Yangon Photo 
Festival. A Core Group of government and UN agencies 
has also been established to work on the development 
of a Government National Strategy on Closure of IDP 
Camps and its work is ongoing with recommendations 
to the government based on the Guiding Principles.

EUROPE

Ukraine: Rolling ahead to address protracted 
displacement with a multi-stakeholder approach
Following the publication of the OCHA-commissioned 
study ‘Breaking the Impasse: Reducing Protracted 
Internal Displacement as a Collective Outcome’ in 2017, 
OCHA and UNHCR have been working with the gov-
ernment of Ukraine and a range of partners to address 
protracted internal displacement in the country. This 
has included a high-level workshop with the Minister 
of Temporarily Occupied Territories and IDPs and the 
RC/HC, adoption of the National Strategy on IDPs and 
development of the related action plan, development of 
collective outcomes by the Humanitarian Country Team, 
and the preparation of local workshops on practical 
measures to address protracted internal displacement 
through collective outcomes to be held in October 2018. 
A UN MAPS mission in February 2018 also supported 
the government on designing measures to achieve the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), including to 
ensure that IDPs are not left behind.

MIDDLE EAST

Iraq: Guidance on IDP electoral participation
Ahead of Iraq’s parliamentary election on 12 May 2018, 
the humanitarian community supported IDPs to exercise 
their right to vote, including in camps. The Humanitar-
ian Country Team developed a note on the elections 
and protection of displaced voters, and the Protection 
and CCCM Clusters issued operational guidance for 
their partners. The Protection Cluster also compiled an 
election incidents tracking matrix used by partners to 
document incidents channeled to Governorate Electoral 
Offices. The Iraq Independent High Electoral Commis-
sion also prepared voter information materials, including 
for IDP voters, and humanitarians posted these materials 
in camps and other humanitarian spaces to increase IDP 
access to electoral information. 



IDP SPEAKERS’ CORNER
Four internally displaced people from Nigeria, South Su-
dan, Mexico and Japan explained what they need to re-
sume normal lives and what they can contribute to that 
effort at the 39th session of the Human Rights Council in 
Geneva. “NGOs supporting the IDPs are concentrating 
only within the camps while the IDPs living outside the 
camps are not considered. As a result, displaced people 
who want to go home are unable to do so because they 
are not receiving the assistance they need,” explained 
Cleto from South Sudan. Insisting on the value of IDP 
participation in processes that affect their situation, Or-
pha from Nigeria stated: “We are often forgotten and left 
out of decision-making processes because we lack the 
resources and social connections we used to have.  
I can guarantee that many of us would have constructive 
ideas to contribute.”

IDPs taking forward GP20 Plan of Action in Nigeria  
and South Sudan
Meaningful and effective participation is an oft-used 
term, but making this a reality is lengthy and hard work. 
Orpha, an IDP from Borno, Nigeria spent weeks gather-
ing the views of IDPs in host communities and camps,  
as did Cleto from Wau, South Sudan before reporting on 
these at the 39th session of the Human Rights Council 
and UNHCR Annual Consultations in Geneva. Both 
Orpha and Cleto are taking forward the GP20 Plan of 
Action locally. Cleto has mobilised community organisa-
tions in Wau, South Sudan, to engage IDPs in an Accel-
erating Localisation through Partnerships programme, 
which Christian Aid is leading with other NGOs. Orpha is 
keen to set up a community based organisation for IDPs 
inside and outside camps in Borno, Nigeria

SPECIAL EVENTS
Human Rights Council panel discussion on  
internal displacement
The UN Special Rapporteur moderated the first-ever 
Human Rights Council panel discussion on internal 
displacement at the 38th session of the Human Rights 
Council. Panelists included Fiji, Honduras, the African 
Commission on Human and People’s Rights, UNHCR 
and OHCHR, and Orpha, an IDP from Nigeria, also gave 
an oral statement.  Member States such as Azerbaijan, 
Colombia and Croatia highlighted the importance of the 
Guiding Principles and national responsibility for internal 
displacement, and offered to share their experiences 
on addressing internal displacement. The GP20 Plan 
of Action was referenced multiple times, including by 
Austria, the United Kingdom and Switzerland, as a useful 
framework for increasing momentum in addressing 
internal displacement. 

Experiencing the effects of internal displacement
To mark GP20, IOM has curated a global exhibition 
and digital campaign using virtual reality technology 
to transport the audience to the lives of IDPs. Holding 

On – Symbols of Displacement showcases stories of 
displacement and the possessions the displaced hold 
on to for hope. These stories collected by IOM staff in 
Iraq and Nigeria aim to raise awareness of the plight of 
IDPs and celebrate their courage, tenacity and resilience 
of spirit, while ensuring that their voices are front and 
centre. The campaign is built on the universally human 
desire to “Hold On” – hold on to memory, a person, or 
an item. It was shown in September together with the 
GP20 photo exhibition on internal displacement, which 
included photos from nine partners on conflict and 
disaster displacement.

GP20 in academic discussions
Approximately 20 representatives of civil society and 
think tanks discussed the GP20 Plan of Action with the 
UN Special Rapporteur at a closed event hosted by 
the Overseas Development Institute and supported by 
Christian Aid in July 2018. Shortly thereafter the Univer-
sity of London`s Refugee Law Initiative (RLI) convened a 
one-day academic workshop on internal displacement. 
Over 100 participants from academia, government and 
the humanitarian spheres, including from displace-
ment-affected countries, presented their work and 
reflections on internal displacement. They identified the 
main current research priorities for the field, which will 
be published in autumn 2018. Participants also agreed 
on the establishment of a new network on IDP research, 
convened by RLI, and initial activities and focal points for 
developing academic interest in the theme.

Global Protection Cluster GP20 conference and 
roundtables
The Global Protection Cluster organized two roundtables 
on internal displacement to mark GP20 during 2018 
focusing on internal displacement and peace processes 
in Kiev on 3 July 2018, and on political participation of 
IDPs in Amman on 18 October 2018. GP20 was also the 
theme of the annual Global Protection Cluster confer-
ence in 2018. Protection experts from around the globe 
and various organizations discussed protection work 
for IDPs. One session was devoted to the GP20 Plan of 
Action and showcased some Protection Cluster activities 
being carried out in support of it from Colombia, Iraq, 
Niger and Yemen. 

UNHCR Annual Consultation with NGOs
At UNHCR’s annual consultation with NGOs, sessions 
on internal displacement were organized along the four 
priorities in the GP20 Plan of Action and co-led by NGOs 
and UNHCR. IDPs and national NGOs brought forward 
practical experiences, approaches and recommenda-
tions from numerous countries, including Colombia, 
El Salvador, Honduras, India, Kenya, Mexico, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, South Sudan, Sri Lanka and Ukraine.

We invite you to share your activities as well as any 
feedback and questions to the GP20 Coordinator at
GP20@unhcr.org.


