
Expanded resettlement and complementary pathways for 
refugees are tangible mechanisms for burden and 
responsibility-sharing, which are central to the global 
compact on refugees.

States have made commitments in the New York Declaration to aim to 
provide resettlement places and complementary pathways for admission 
on a scale commensurate with the annual needs identified by UNHCR.
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Resettlement needs in 2019 
are double the needs in 2014.

GLOBAL RESETTLEMENT

2017 | UNHCR submitted 75,200 
refugees in 2017, a 54% drop compared 
to 163,200 submissions in 2016. 

MORE DIVERSITY NEEDED
Resettlement programmes are most e�ective 
when protection focused and responsive to the 
diverse global resettlement needs.

UNHCR submissions

Resettlement needs

Source: UNHCR, Projected Global Resettlement Needs 2019 
[published June 2018]

Based on 2017 quotas it will take more 
than 18 years for today’s resettlement 
needs to be met.
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2017 | Available 
resettlement 
places dropped 
after four years
of growth.

2017 | Only 40% of resettlement states 
received submissions from more than 3 
di�erent resettlement operations. 
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DEPARTURES
For every 21 refugees
in need of resettlement
only one departed to a 
resettlement state in 2017.
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http://www.unhcr.org/5b28a7df4

