<
¢ ‘\»

N
e& Y ﬁ Y
24 N\ " ¢
8= o
25 UNHCR

6 The UN Refugee Agency

‘ (lVlNG w The newsletter of the Hong Kong Office of the UNHCR 2015 Issue 1
4 camP

Are you stateless? / \\
FEEEEEmAL? 1
UNHCR is mandated to _ sist stateless people worldwide ™
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Without us, refugees can experience dangerous gaps in vital aid.
With us, they can get the all-round, practical assistance and protection they so desperately need.
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A child is born stateless every ten minutes
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This man in Kyrgyzstan, like
thousands other stateless
persons in the country, is
carrying expired Soviet
passports and faces
problems of acquiring
Kyrgyz citizenship due to
economic problems and
complexity of rules. Without
citizenship and valid
documents he cannot move
further than his village.
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At least ten million people in the world today are Stateless. The reasons are
either discriminations based on race, religion or sex, with political conflicts
and civil wars also major reasons. Stateless people are told that they do not
belong anywhere and are denied a nationality and basic rights. From the
moment they are born they are deprived of not only citizenship but, in many
cases, documentation of their birth. Many struggle throughout their lives
with limited or no access to education, health care, employment, freedom
of movement or a sense of security. Many are unable to marry, while some
people choose not to have children just to avoid passing on the stigma of
statelessness. Even at the end of their lives, many stateless people are
denied the dignity of a death certificate and proper burial.

The human impact of statelessness is tremendous. Leal, born in Lebanon,
is one of the victims. Her grandfather was Lebanese but did not register the
birth of Leal's father, who in turn could not register the birth of Leal and her
six siblings. Today she is married to a Lebanese man, but since she does
not have any nationality documents, the marriage has not been registered.
Without a marriage certificate she has not been able to register the birth of
her children. They, too, are stateless.

Leal cannot find a formal job. She has no money to hire a lawyer to handle
the appeals of her father’s nationality identity, and although she suffers
from a fatal kidney disease, she cannot be admitted to hospital.

There are countless stories similar to Leal’'s. UNHCR believes it's time to
end this injustice. We must act today. With political will, statelessness is
relatively easy to resolve. Thanks to government action,

e more than 4 million stateless people acquired a nationality between
2003 and 20183, just like Estonia has decided to change its laws, so that
no-one will be born stateless in Estonia. All children up to 15 years old,
who were born stateless, will acquire nationality.

* between 2004 and 2014, twelve countries took steps to remove gender
discrimination from their nationality laws — action that is vital to ensuring
children are not left stateless if their fathers are stateless or unable to
confer their nationality.

e between 2011 and 2014, there were 42 accessions to the two
statelessness conventions. The latest is El Salvador — indication of a
growing consensus on the need to tackle statelessness.
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Shahina Bergan, 45, a Rohingya stateless refugee in Bangladesh is
holding the shirt of her son, Mohammad Unus, who is 18 and held in a
prison in Malaysia.
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UNHCR has launched a 10-year campaign to end
Statelessness. The campaign, “#IBelong”, calls on
states to take 10 actions that will bring a definitive end
to this problem and the suffering it causes. An open
letter is ready for your signature: please click
ibelong.unhcr.org to know more and show your
support. We expect 10 million signatures will be
collected, and encourage you to be one of the signers.
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UNHCR's Open Letter to End Statelessness
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#IBELONG to a world where everyone has the right
to a nationality.

Across the world today more than ten million people are told
they do not belong ANYWHERE.

They are called ‘stateless’. They are denied a nationality.
Along with it, they are denied their basic rights.

Statelessness can mean a life without education, without
medical care or legal employment.

It can mean a life without the ability to move freely, without
prospects or hope. Statelessness is inhumane.

The main reason people are stateless is because of
discrimination. Because of their ethnicity. Because of their
religion. Because in some countries women cannot pass
their nationality onto their children.

We believe it is time to end this injustice. With enough
courage we know it is possible. Governments can change
their laws and procedures and give stateless people their
rights and a place to belong.

Within ten years, we can ensure everyone has a
nationality. If we don't, this injustice will only get worse.
A child is born stateless every ten minutes.

By the time you finish reading this letter another person may
have started life without a nationality.

We are ready to make our voices heard. We believe that if
we take a stand, others will join us. And if enough of us
stand up we will end this inhumanity.

That is why UNHCR has launched the Campaign to End
Statelessness in 10 years.

Sixty years ago, the world agreed to protect stateless
people.

It's long past time to take that agreement seriously.
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UNHCR believes everyone is entitled to basic rights; assurance of rights is the most fundame

to allow a person to make contributions to society. Professor Albert Einstein was Stateless fro
age of 16 to 21.
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NHCR World Snapshots
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Democratic Republic of the Congo: Emergency rescue for refugees
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Justine, 30, and Nadine, 14, are sisters. When the Selekas, a military alliance in
the Central Afican Republic, invaded their village, Justine and Nadine ran away
to a forest. The Selekas followed them and shot them.

A bullet entered the back of Justine’s leg. UNHCR personnel moved quickly to
close the wound, in order to avoid having to amputate. Meanwhile, a bullet had
lodged in Nadine’s knee, putting her lower leg at risk of paralysis. The hospital
in the district lacked the capacity to treat Justine effectively. We converted one
of our vehicles into an ambulance, evacuated the two sisters to a hospital in
Gbadolite, the main town in Congo, and from there took an airplane to the
capital, Kinshasa, for further treatment.
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Thailand: providing physical rehabilitation therapy to refugees with disabilities
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After fleeing brutal persecution in their hometown, Johnity’s family lived in the
jungle for months before finding safety in Mae La refugee camp in Thailand.

A 10-year-old child born with cerebral palsy, Johnity has spent most of his life
receiving physical therapy through the support of UNHCR. Even though the
treatment is very difficult, and is at times a huge strain on him physically, he never
gives up. He dreams of being like the other children, who walk unaided. After two
years of treatment, Johnity now has stronger arms and a much happier life.
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Brighter Lives for Refugees
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Today there are nearly 13 million refugees around the world, around half of whom are
children. The lack of light in many camps can have a devastating effect on the refugees’
safety, education prospects and income. Without light, the day stops at sundown. Even
simple activities like using the toilet, collecting water or returning to the shelter can
become dangerous, particularly for women and girls.

The IKEA Foundation partnered with UNHCR to provide lighting in the camps. For every
LED light bulb sold in IKEA stores between February and March 2015, the Foundation will
donate €1 to UNHCR. The funds will help improve access to lighting, renewable energy
and primary education in refugee camps across Asia, Africa and the Middle East.
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Burkina Faso — well use of solar energy in refugee camps
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A refugee woman in Burkina Faso, West Africa, cooks rice with a “Blazing Tube” solar cooker.
This setting allows those women getting away from air pollution caused by firewood burning.

“Beforehand, refugee women had to walk several hours a day to collect firewood. Since there
is plenty of sunshine at the location of this refugee campsite, the stove allows refugees to
cook without spending any more time on firewood collection. And, more importantly, it does
not produce any smoke - people love it”, said by Oliver Lompo, UNHCR Environment Officer
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Iraq: Amira fled her home without other choices
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Amira’s family fled their village in Mosul. They are now living in a camp in Baharka, Kurdistan.

Last year they moved back to their village in Mosul. But when ISIS captured the town, worried that
their sons, like neighbor’s children, would be recruited to fight alongside the group, Amira knew
they had to leave once more. The family now spends most days in their tent, where Amira’s
precious 10-year-old son sketches non-stop. Her 24-year-old son, once a hopeful university

graduate, now collects trash for a living.
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Columbia: An indigenous group could return home
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A young woman of “the Tule,” an indigenous group, makes cotton yarn after returning to their forest home
in Unguia, northwest Colombia. She and other members of her community had had to flee because of the
presence of armed groups. The Tule culture is based on a strong relationship with the land; losing it

means losing their culture.
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Syrian refugee Abdu regains his hearing in Germany
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Abdu was born deaf. He lived in Aleppo, Syria but had to leave his birthplace in 2012,
at the age of six, when the bomb-raining started. His family fled to Lebanon, where they
shared a small flat with other family members.

The family was accepted by Germany’s Humanitarian Assistance Programme and
resettled into the small central German town of Wachtersbach. A year on, Abdu has
undergone cochlear implant surgery for the second time. He now sports two new
hearing aids which, when worn together, allow him to hear ninety percent.
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aefugee Film Festival
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Venue: Broadway Cinematheque
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Film Festival Ticketing from June 1
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The Longest Kiss RREIY)  mp:m

Director &% : Alexandra Sicotte-Lévesque
(75 mins Documentary 424 57)

OF3:

This film follows six Sudanese youth from different origins
searching for their identity as they journey up and down the White
Nile, between North and South Sudan, ahead of the country's
secession. Facing conflicting identities, youth in the North grapple
with a stale dictatorship while others in the South hope for a new
beginning, but at what cost? The Longest Kiss is the portrait of a
complex society and its inevitable fragmentation.
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sudan that began in 1983, these young victims traveled as many as a tho
tarian effort would bring 3600 lost boys and girls to America.
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Opening Movie R &% :
The Good Lie $H#E 453

Director & : Philippe Falardeau
Actress: Reese Witherspoon

(110 mins Drama BIf5 &)
www.thegoodliemovie.com
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Director &5 : Alessio Cremonini
(95 mins Drama Bl1g /)

In Syria, deeply religious young sisters Fatima and Aya learn that
Fatima's new husband has decided to desert the army and join the
Free Army, a plan that throws their lives into jeopardy. Gathering
their essential belongings, the women must embark on a
clandestine trip to Turkey. In this chaotic world, these two Syrian
sisters must face many hazards - with rebels, traitors, and bands of
armed men marauding with impunity.
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The Refugee f Shangri-La
REEFBERHER

Director &5 : Doria Bramante
(57 mins Documentary 428% 57)

This film explores the indomitable spirit of a scarcely known
group of exiles from the remote Himalayan Kingdom of
Bhutan. After 20 years, many have abandoned hope of ever
returning to a paradise now lost and choose instead to seek
a future in America. Beneath the lofty ideal of Bhutan's Gross
National Happiness hide thousands of refugees, pushed out
of their country as their peaceful kingdom turned against
them.
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Mary Meets Mohammad
EHFBLEFEHRE

Director & : Heather Kirkpatrick
(81 mins Documentary #24% 57)
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Tasmania's first detention centre opens and local knitting
club member Mary, a Christian pensioner, is not welcoming
of the 400 male asylum seekers - mostly from Afghanistan.
Mohammad is a Muslim asylum seeker detained within the
centre. An unlikely friendship develops between Mary and
Mohammad after her knitting club donates beanies. Mary
finds many of her old beliefs challenged as her relationship
with Mohammad deepens.
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In the Shadow of War
BBEZE

Director & : Sophia Scott, Georgia Scott
(81 mins Documentary 438%57)

Four teenagers, who, like thousands of other children born at the end of the
war in Bosnia, have grown up in orphanages or live with parents suffering
from post-traumatic stress disorder. The film follows them as they grapple with
turning 18 - coming to terms with how they were conceived, attempting to
rebuild broken relationships and healing mental and physical scars. By telling
their stories, IN THE SHADOW OF WAR will look at the ongoing
consequences of war and what can be done to break the cycle of destruction
that millions of young people face around the world.
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Life is Waiting
EHEER

Director & : lara Lee
(59 mins Documentary Z28% 1)

Forty years after its people were promised freedom by departing Spanish
rulers; Western Sahara remains Africa’s last colony. While a UN-brokered
ceasefire put an end to armed hostilities in the territory in 1991, the Sahrawi
people have continued to live under the Moroccan armed forces' oppressive
occupation, and what peace exists in the area is fragile at best. Tens of
thousands of Sahrawis have fled to neighboring Algeria, where over 125,000
refugees still live in camps that were intended to be temporary. In spite of
these difficulties, a new movement, with youth at its center, is rising to
challenge human rights abuses and to demand the long-promised referendum
on freedom. Today’s generation of young activists is deploying creative
nonviolent resistance for the cause of self-determination. In doing so, they
have persevered against a torrent of conflicting forces. While risking torture
and disappearance at the hands of Moroccan authorities, they are also
pushing back against those who have lost patience with the international
community and are ready to launch another guerrilla war.

MR RO R P E i R AE B P BE ST U640 % » (IREUSE Y - RAFEM
BE—(AERL - HAZMN1991 FERBSEIF A5 - BREMKE
MEERFERLE BEHTEAREHETRHERFIE - HERBH

REHARTHRER  —LCHERLESERAEMENA - EEHERE—5
i o BN FEANTERERSTERR DESNASZ AL [HBOHK ]

MR - LERHDBAERIENSR  FEFHRAENLORRERE -




yuusloin-Our-Hands for Refugees HEFBE#HER
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“Hoe Hin Pak Fah Yeow” Chinese New Year Charity Sale
[FIEHBEHER | FHEEEE

This was the fourth Chinese New Year Charity sale donated by the “Hoe Hin Pak Fah Yeow” and
supported by the volunteers, UNHCR had raised around HK$150,000. All proceeds will be used
to support the UNHCR’s global humanitarian relief programs to refugees all across the world.
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Clarence Chang,
Founder of Jazz World Live Series
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UNHCR Hong Kong office is glad to be the beneficiary of 10 shows from
the “Jazz World Lives Series”. For each ticket sold, $5 will be donated to
UNHCR to support the global humanitarian work.

“There is no boundary to music, and so is contributing to our society. We
are making music more beautiful by giving back to it.” Clarence Chang
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Hoe Hin Pak Fah Yeow Manufactory Limited

M BT MEERE R A )

Jazz World Limited

IKEA Hong Kong BB ERK/E

LI, TANG, CHEN & CO. Z SR &t B %A
Metro Life Digital ¥ EiE£5E &

Sharings African Drumming Arena /0B 5 S 4452
The Official Provisional Municipal Council of Macau
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UNIONS Communications

Vaso Chun

Stephen Gan EEf&{&

St. Francis of Assisi Church B3 &&=

And all the volunteers!

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees BiS B REFRSHFEE

Room 911, Yau Ma Tei Carpark Building, 250 Shanghai Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong & 7 1188 L 572505 M it F =B K EI11E

Donation Hotline 155\ & 4% : 2388 3278 Fax f8HK :2780 0961 Email £ : info@unhcr.org.hk

Website #8 : www.UNHCR.org.hk




