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First Preparatory Meeting of the Global Refugee Forum
Centre de conférence Geneve (CICGgneva 29 March 2019

Summary of discussions

|. Introduction

1. The Global Compact on Refugeexdfirmed by the United Nations General Assembly in
December 2018, called on the High Commissioner for Refugees, in consultation with States
and other stakeholders, to convene a periodic Global Refugem Forwall United Nations
Member States, togethewith relevant stakeholders, to announce concrete pledges and
contributions towards of the objectives of the Global Compact.

2. Inlinewi t h UNHCR’ s “ r o?ankMgrch 20819hecOfficeecantened thierst
in a series of three meetings to prepte Global Refugee Forunihe preparatory meeting
was co-chaired by the Permanent Representativalgéria to the United Nations Office in
Geneva anthe Assistant High Commissioner for Protectitifocused orthe organizational
arrangements for the Gdal Refugee Forum, the draft indicators for progress towards the
objectives of the Global Compact on Refugees, and the areas of focus for the péaubing
contributiongprocess and the sharing of good practices for the first Global Refugee. Forum

3. Almost 3@ representatives from States, international and regional organizations
governmental organizations, together with experts and refugees, participated in a constructive
discussionA number of written contributions were also received

4. This summary doesot necessarily represent the views of individual participants or UNHCR,
but reflecs broadly the themes and understandings emerging from the discussion

Il. General discussions

5. Itwasrecognizedhat the Global Refugee Forum would be a key opportunitseiate, develop,
and strengthen the architecture and arrangements needed to implement the Global Compact
over the longer term, translating the principles of increased solidarity and more equitable
burden and responsibiliysharing into concrete actioifhe Global Refugee Forum would
advance the objdekes of the Global Compadhrough pledges and contributions and the
exchange of good practices

6. The presentation of the organizational arrangemeitise Global Refugee Forynncluding
multi-stakeholder ce@ponsorships;ontained in the background paper was broadly weldome
as a basis on which to proceed. Further elaboration on these at the second preparatory meeting
on 25 Junevaswelcomed.

7. The commitmenand interest on the part of the international camity to collectivelydefine
and measure progress againstabgctives of the Global Compact was unequivocal.draé

1 Report of the United Natiortidigh Commissioner for Refugees, Part I, Global Compact on Refugees

(AJ73/12 (part Il), paragraph 7.

2UNHCR, “ The fiva Glabal Refugee Forum: a roadmap of the preparatory process, 26 February 2019,
available viahttps://www.unhcr.org/globalefugeeforum.html
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indicators were broadly regnizedas a strong stanty point for themonitoring and evaluain

of t he Gl obal C o mpSeveral ' participamh pdted rnhe rimpartaniceo af
disaggregating the data by age, gender and diversity; of collecting both qualitative and
gquantitative data; of looking at both immediate and lottgan issues; of finding the right
balance between global andtional/local indicators, noting that context is important; aihd
engaging Member States and other stakeholders throughout the process.

The presentation of the areas of focus for the first Global Refugee Fdeseribed in more

detail in the backgroundaper,was broadly welcometiFurther information on the Support
Platforms was requested by a humber of participdiits.mobilization ofa broader range of

States and other stakeholdesssrecanized as keyo broadeing the existing base of support
in terms of financialmaterial and technicadupport, additionalresettlement opportunities and
complementary pathwayas well ather actions, such @olicy commitments.

The multistakeholdeand partnershipapproach set out in theldbal Compact on Refugees
was recognized as providirgguseful framework for the engagement of a broader set of actors
in the preparations for the Forumincluding through the development of midtakeholder
contributionsand by taking on a esponsorshi role—aswell as the Forum itself.

In particular, he commitment to ensuring the involvement of refugees in the processes that
affect their lives was unequivocal. Host community and refugee involvesheualdbe central

to the Global Refugee Forumandwould need to beguided by gender, age and diversity
considerations

Follow-up

UNHCR continues to welcomteedback on the preparations towards the Global Refugee
Forum. This can be sent to the Global Refugee Forum Coordination Tegari@unhcr.org

The next preparatory meeting will take place on 25 June 2019, with a focuscomtiiet and
formatof the Global Refugee Forum.

3 Theareas of focus for the first Global Refugee Forum consiatrahgements for burdeand responsibility
sharing, education, jobs and livelihoods, energy and infrastejcsolutions and protection capacity.
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