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Protecting People Forced To Flee Their Homes
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Message from Representative of China

| am thrilled to begin our first 2019 newsletter with good news: a historic deal that will transform the
lives of refugees has been signed.

On 17 December 2018, the Global Compact on Refugees was adopted at the UN General Assembly in
New York with overwhelming support from member states. “The Compact is not just a UN document
that stays in a drawer,” said our High Commissioner Filippo Grandi. “This is the first time in my 34 years
working for refugees that | see a tool developed to make smarter the way we respond to refugee
crises this way and with that level of political commitment.”

We know the Global Compact works, as 15 countries have been implementing its basic principles over
the last two years.

In Ethiopia, the Compact triggered a complete overhaul of the country’s refugee law, which now
allows refugees to access primary education, obtain work permits and drivers’ licenses, and use the
country’s financial system. Elsewhere, the Compact made US$6.5 billion in extra funding available to
refugees and inspired extraordinary projects in energy, connectivity and education in countries like
Jordan and Uganda.

The Compact works because it enables the creation of larger coalitions of development actors
—governments, international organisations, NGOs and the private sector — each making their
unique contribution within a collective framework. How can it make such a big difference?

e By making development part of our response e By creating complementary pathways to

to refugee crises, the Compact will help ease
pressure on host countries. Today, there are
over 68.5 million forcibly displaced people
worldwide, including over 24.5 million who
have crossed the border to become refugees.
Over 85% of these refugees lives in countries
that need support in areas like healthcare and
infrastructure.

By changing how we think about refugees,
the Compact will help them get better
access to national education systems, health
services and career opportunities in order
to enhance refugees’ resilience and self-
reliance while enabling them to contribute to
host countries.

other countries, the Compact will alleviate the
pressure on host countries and help refugees
access third-country solutions via tools like
family reunification, student scholarships
and humanitarian visas. See the details on
P. 8-9 of this newsletter.

By enabling all parties to work together within a
common framework, the Compact will support
conditions in countries of origin to enable
refugees to return in safety and dignity.

Closer to home, UNHCR’s office in Hong Kong SAR will continue to work closely with the authorities
to provide support and advice on existing systems to protect and assist refugees. We are partnering
with civil society to strengthen assistance programmes while striving to debunk the myths around
refugees.

With a higher level of global commitment under the new framework, as well as your continued
partnership and support, | am confident that we will be able to provide a better future for refugees.

Sivanka Dhanapala
UNHCR Representative in China
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Syrian Refugee Facing The||--::h-‘
Harshest Winter Yet in Lebanon
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As we mark the eighth bleak anniversary of the Syria conflict, one of the worst humanitarian crises of our
time, Syrian refugees in Lebanon face further misery as back to back storms and extreme weather bring

dire winter living conditions.
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Areas Most Affected in Lebanon

The first violent storm — Storm “Norma” — hit Lebanon hard on
the morning of Sunday 6 January. Gusting wind with speed
reaching over 90km/hr, or Signal 8 strength equivalent, brought
many parts of Lebanon, where over 950,000 refugees now
live, to a standstill. Unlike Hong Kong, this is a storm ravaging
a country in below-freezing temperature. For refugees living in
tents under such extreme weather conditions, in flooded sites,
and without adequate heating, the effects are devastating.

e 35K Flooding
& £ Heavy Snow
29 %[ Extreme Winds
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The situation was compounded by a
second storm, Miriam, which brought
heavy snow and rainfall, more flooding,
damaged shelters and even lower
temperatures.

Thanks to your generous support,
UNHCR has been able to assist
166,000 vulnerable Syrian refugee
families across Lebanon as part of its
winter assistance programme. Support
includes distributing thermal blankets,
as well as plastic sheeting and
wooden poles to help weatherproof
shelters. We also offer families
monthly cash assistance to cover extra
winter expenses such as for heating,
medicine and clothes.

© UNHCR/Diego Ibarra Sanchez
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UNHCR is On the Ground Aiding Families like Juriya Ramadan’s
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“The water inside the tent was half a
metre,” says Juriya, “We cannot wear shoes
or socks. It's all water.”
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BEBSERESREY  BENRBRTEFTENRR o
UNHCR distributes blankets, shovels and mattresses to those in
urgent need.
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Juriya 's son sitting on top of a wooden plank in the flooded tent.

Wading through the brown, ankle-deep water that
inundated her shelter in the Dalhamiya camp, Bekaa Valley,
Juriya Ramadan puts her seven-year-old son down on a
plywood platform balanced above the water line, before
wrapping him in a blanket and surveying the damage.

“It has been three days like this. All night we sit and
watch the kids and we cannot do anything for them,”
whispers Juriya, as she picks up floating bits of wet wood
and piles them on top of a heater, now cold due to the
lack of dry fuel.

With your support, UNHCR has since given Juriya new
mattresses, and we have also been working around the
clock to drain the flooded camp. But it takes time. The
intensity of the storm and the makeshift nature of refugee
settlements in Lebanon — which are not capable of
sustaining extreme weather conditions for long.

We aim to reach 3.5 million people across the region with
assistance, and also includes measures to mitigate the
impacts of extreme weather events. Working together with
you and our partners, we will surely be able to make the
rest of this winter warmer and safer for families like Juriya
and her children. You can support us now!

© UNHCR/Diego Ibarra Sanchez
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How You Are Supporting Syrian Refugees
in Lebanon this Winter
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Lebanon undergoes 5 months of This is the 8th consecutive
winter, where average winter winter living in Lebanon for
temperature range between -5 and many Syrian refugees.

10 degrees.
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UNHCR’s winter support plan focuses on three areas:
e Cash assistance
e Core relief items ( thermal blankets,
heaters and winter clothes )
e Weather-proofing shelters and improving
camps infrastructure
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There is little work around,
especially in construction and
agriculture.
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This year, UNHCR aims to help
Last year, the winter support plan aided a total of ' 732,049 vulnerable Syrian
828,090 highly and severely vulnerable Syrian | refugees in Lebanon, mostly
refugees. with Cash Assistance.
!
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Lebanon’s coldest regions - the
North, Bekaa, and Mount
Lebanon - also have the highes
concentration of refugees.

34%MREEFE
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34% of households live in
under-equipped shelters.
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Winter Cash Assistance of USD 375
(equivalent to about HKD3,000) will
be provided to help each family
meet their needs over the 5 winter
months.

Winter poses a special threat to refugees in many
countries. Thanks to your support, UNHCR has been
able to make extensive preparations to help Syrian
refugees make it through eight dangerous winters. Our
infographic below will help you understand the vital
winter support you are giving to refugees.

*

69%maNTEREEFERERT 0L H=x
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BLHATE—¥ERANEY BREZANCEREL -
69% of Syrian refugee families live below the poverty
line; around half live on less than USD3 per day

(equivalent to about HKD24). Almost half of this is
spent on food, leaving little for winter preparation.
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Refugees’ expenditure increase by

US$70 to $150 (equivalent to

about HKD560 to 1200) per month

during winter, to cover heating

stoves, blankets and shelter

weatherproofing, etc.
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Underfunding means Syrian refugees r
| might have to borrow more money or cut
|
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down on food and schooling, which would
affect women, children, and elderly.
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Building Better Futures
for People Forced to Flee
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Helping people to become
self-reliant
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We collaborate with many organizations that
support substantiated claimants during their
temporary stay in Hong Kong, helping them
seek opportunities to develop themselves for
their future, wherever that may be.

o SHRERMIIRHKE

Explore and provide training opportunities

o RUtAi - EIRNA L HEFEE
Provide local, international and online
schooling options

o HFEHEFAERES
Explore secondary or tertiary scholarship options
o ERMARBERHS
Search and align private sector internship
opportunities

o EHEBRTIFHS

Identify volunteering opportunities

o SHEFRISHI T

Explore employers and special work permissions

Along with the international community, UNHCR looks far and
wide at finding solutions for people forced to flee. For many
refugees, that may mean going home. Those who cannot return
due to continued conflict, wars or persecution may find a home in
another country, or if possible, integrate with the host community.

With the adoption of the Global Compact on Refugees, countries
around the world have agreed to look at other ways to help
protect refugees by making more alternative solutions and
pathways available along with the traditional solutions. This
means better resources, networks and partnerships, as well as
innovative approaches to make more opportunities possible
and visible across the world.

In our Hong Kong office, the below is the continuum of
solutions we provide to support people forced to flee.

A1) P
Comprehensive
Solutions
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ZAEHRER
Three traditional routes

o BFERE
Voluntary Repatriation

o BARL
N Local integration
BERBERLTE B
og @ Resettlement
Traditional =

Solutions 0,
‘ N HPRE

Complementary
Pathways

FEEFE=ERNFERLE

Non-traditional routes to admission in third countries

RMEFERBEIENA - BENNEEZERFBUTEBEREE  SHKBRHEMEESR
MAR WEBUTHN  BHMASUREZEREHRE
Working together with the people forced to flee, foreign consulates and NGO partners

in Hong Kong to explore and expand other non-traditional arrangements, UNHCR
helps people secure their own solutions for admission to third countries through:

o SRERFERE - YHBHRRPHE - BREELE BB - T o SRUHEREZNEFRZE - HINAARE - LEXBFHEA - 4

IR EEE o EREBEESEERTETF - BLAABYEBUTETF RIA

Identify special status visa options and assist with BHEIEMEGEH - BERBAZE=ZEARFENLE o EFERM
application submission. This includes student, family, 2K WEKE - BT WEE  FREZERYE -

working, training or sporting visas. Identify and align community based resettlement options

h_ , N e such as private sponsorships. Developed initially in Canada, this

¢ HRAEER ATTEGERRENEALIES=ER model - endorsed by the UK, Spain, Argentina, New Zealand

W 1E S 1t IE = R g o and others, allows individuals, communities, or organizations to

Explore humanitarian visa options, which are often used directly engage in refugee resettlement efforts. In partnership

to admit individuals in need of international protection to a with government, sponsors commit to financial, emotional, or

third country where they are given the opportunity to

integration support to help newly-arrived refugees in a third
formally apply for asylum.

country.
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From War in Syria to Cannes and Oscars’ Red Carpets
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"l remember the first day we came

here. | got in a fight with a kid and
he threw a stone at me. It's been
hard, “ Zain recalls his first days
as a refugee in Lebanon.

BELHE - |

EFREX(RFITER) RIEEE
A UREBHEERBRYE ¥
FEREFEER - ZF TR RZ
R ABRENEFTMLE T RAR Smiling shyly in front of a packed Cannes Film Festival audience, 13-year-
BEHE - BRI AEEB LM old Syrian refugee Zain Al Rafeaa soaked up the applause of movie stars

e and film industry luminaries. “| felt paralyzed, totally paralyzed,” he said.
EIFFE 7 RmEZBRANARTE
ERE B TREE o i (BIF ggin r\:\/as atte?dn:]g r(]iannefhfoerecllejdin% role |I_':e ptlfyedd (ijnt:]heomovie
e ) hiE—EEAES S ap arnaum , which won the Gran .ury rize. He a erT e e Oscars
) EEEE - A A too, for which Capharnaum, shown in Hong Kong during March, was
QE%EP E’]"‘:”*‘” % RlEnE nominated for the Best Foreign Language Film.
TR AT EMSEERE

MY ET  ERHEECIANNE Only seven when he fled Daraa in Syria for Lebanon with his family, Zain

. N drew on his refugee experience to play Capharnaum’s undocumented
B o ff 48 e 3 7
T - R ERREMBNLE boy living in one of the poorest neighbourhoods in Beirut, Lebanon. But

IFRe o THERAR - HATA LR Zain’s own story is taking a turn; with the support of UNHCR, he is soon
SEERMEE ] £ ERX  leaving Lebanon for resettlement to Norway. “There, | will be able to go to
HERER TimafER o school and learn how to read and write,” he brims.
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| CUBEDREREGEE
Eritrean Children Reunited with Mother
After an Eight-year Odyssey

Emis (15 5%) fuﬁmm%%i{]@qﬁﬁ (12 5%) B E After fleeing their homeland Eritrea, Kedija (now 15)
BTk T R BEEERE WY NERE and her brother Yonas (now 12) survived kidnapping,

= detention and a failed sea crossing before finally
5 8 I5iEl
ﬁﬂﬁ;szﬂ)ﬂt%&ﬁ@ éj’ RV + H B R % rejoining their mother Semira in Switzerland.
W\ o

The family’s odyssey began in 2010, when Semira was
MEPR 2010 FR AT EBEM kB o 5Bk - forced to flee persecution in Eritrea and took the difficult
i 4 2 14 45— S T T AT AP B SME AL B BB © TR decision to leave her children with their grandparents.

b /A s In 2015, Kedija and Yonas were themselves forced to
2015 % - EMEAKIMA B RERERERLD « flee and crossed the border into Ethiopia.

KET8FMNE  SEEUZEER - A - £ After eight years of separation, things were looking bleak
F3ANER SEBRET - 2BHETHNBRTEEL - when one day last March, miracle happened. Thanks

e 47 430 B 33 A s AR FE to the determination of Semira, the concerted efforts of
BFSFBAERRANEN S - REENAMES governments, NGOs and your support as UNHCR donors,

EERFOBIAZS - FIHRE g/j_%.g; o B we had managed to reunite the family. “I never lost hope
—BERERBE-RGRIENET o | BEFH 5 of being reunited with my kids” said Semira. Today, the
X ZFFE R E R RS ER o children are in their mother’s arms once more.
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Mr. Shih Wing Ching Visits Refugees in Iran with UNHCR
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UNHCR is honoured to host Mr. Shih Wing Ching and his wife
to a mission to Iran last November. As a long-term supporter
of UNHCR, the Founder of Shih Wing Ching Foundation
had been longing to get more involved with refugee work
in person. On this mission to Iran, where nearly one million
Afghan refugees now lives, Mr. and Mrs. Shih were able to
gain new insights into the lives of refugees.

X B MERLFNELERE
AT [BEHRLEEE
RAFERLEMKEER - Ak
BREL2ERE  BEREITH
RE - |

“School classes here focus on
interactive elements. | am delighted
to see the smile on those young
ladies’ faces, and their will to
participate in lessons.”Mr. and Mrs.
Shih said after attending a class in a
girls’ school.

Over five days, Mr. and Mrs. Shih visited various projects jointly
supported by UNHCR and the Iranian government. They went
to a school where Afghan and Iranian girls learn together and
a vocational training centre that teaches refugees new skills.
They also visited a refugee-owned garment factory supported
by a fund that lends to small businesses run by refugees.

Mr. and Mrs. Shih were both impressed by the peaceful
co-existence of the refugee and host communities. “What
surprised me most is how open-minded the Iranian
government is. They offer refugees the same high quality
educational, medical and social services that locals receive.
This whole experience has inspired me to talk about refugee
issues whilst | am in Hong Kong to improve awareness
amongst the general public. | also intend to learn more about
other work UNHCR is doing around the world,” Mr Shih said
as he reflects on his visit .

[ERRESARBRIEFILEE  BEEOHNE
B | BEXH BREAXLUHBHARRHREK
BRPERE T — ALK -

“This kind of work opportunity enables refugees
to achieve security, responsibility and dignity.”
said Mr. Shih after buying a coat from a factory
that employs refugees.
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Join “2 Billion Kilometres to Safety” to Support People Forced to Flee

5 ERPARBIENBRBEER 20 RAENKRE - T8 STHSNRBEH
BEZ20HT - AW AMALFINE - BE - RE 27 BERH REZMSME - KA

N 4t = /= = _’:%’Et;fe EEE
AUZERBELEHE EH#RET o {RAA BRI —F ? EE%/\ f =
BAUERWBERE AFEERRFT  (MAR LR —% e B
Every year, people forced to flee their homes cover 2 billion A personalized
. . . o campaign tee, like
kilometres as they race to bring their family to safety, but they A Bl the ones worn by the

are not alone. From celebrities to local students, people from }; | participating celebrities,
27 tri taki tep fi dt fi 13- 3N . will be awarded to the

countries are taking a step forward to accompany refugees o B M 6 eedn
in spirit. Why don’t you step in, too, in solidarity? — M quarter.

REFLRIFS  BP7 BINREBEMRENDEEET MM Simply put on a fitness band, and track all
[20 BAERA V] RIREFRY - SHNEHESEIHME 2R your running, walking, and even cycling miles

o  gimo = NE , AR kB S ] ¢ o on UNHCR’s "2 Billion Kilometres to Safety"
@IU ARR0FAL MRRRRESFBREGFZE L T ot will be able 1o

HSKAEEE - accumulate your distance into the campaign’s
global total. Our aim is to match this with the

Sk, & Arke A L fERE .
E%,’éj f1$imf /\?%/T\ﬂx &”\ﬂ\dﬂz R HRA 2 Billion Kilometres ran or walked by refugees
REL  REFNEWE - TIATEBEEE ARSI - worldwide annually in order to reach safety.

ERELRWTTRZZEN1 A 26 BABB 20 MNERARE In Hong Kong, local celebrities and athletes

BT — RSB D ZREE T - B ZS B including Charmaine Sheh, Tony Hung, Chan Ka
AREBITT —HRIIRINDZRIM L - 2MEGRERNENE Ho, Yiu Kit Ching, Jason Chan, Sarah Song and

BLRBECHERMEEET - Stefan Wong, have already shown their support
[BEEBH2010) TRABEESHEESRS  Wa@gRE  ndjonedusonthis special journey.
BERAZZEN [BTHMH] - 5B 2200 BRFREKA On January 26, Chan Ka Ho, a professional

BRI S BB BT [20 BRAEKE Y] o athlete in Hong Kong, delivered a runn.ing. class
to more than 20 of our donors and their friends.

FEBAE I AS L FRTTE| - W7 Facebook NERER D= He gave out running tips, after which everyone
EENe pledged to add their distance to the campaign.
af=/HE °©

On the same day, over 2,200 runners and
their families raced through Hong Kong
Science Park and contributed their steps to the
campaign through the “ESF Hong Kong Run
2019”, for which UNHCR is honoured to be the
Awareness Partner.

Bl E

R

ESF iRUN &' ESF uSRUN @ ESF'%-&:‘:HGN * Fs::' Let’s join the ranks of these
g runners and share the news
=2 E s with friends on Facebook.
[REREN 2019 2EELEELHAREH—F—FE -
ESF Hong Kong Run 2019 participants readying to take a step
for refugees.
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