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Protecting People Forced To Flee Their Homes



a heavy downpour.
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Racing Against Time

Rohingya refugees’

desperate battle against the monsoon
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It’s been raining almost continuously since 10 June 2018 in the refugee settlements of Cox’s
Bazar in Bangladesh. Torrential rains and winds blowing at typhoon-8 level have triggered more
than 130 landslides, numerous flash floods and outbreaks of lethal diseases like cholera and
malaria, making life even tougher for the nearly one million Rohingya refugees that fled there to
escape violence in Myanmar.

EEA IFEURARE  BENERNERER Developed infrastructure may be keeping us
M Ze - BEHRENMNNBEEGHRTS - Al safe from typhoons in Hong Kong, but things are

BlERIE  DAENFEEME - - ZEREIT - quite different for the Rohingya refugees living in
Bangladesh. Most had no choice but to settle on
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Damage assessments at this early
stage of the monsoon established
that more than 3,000 shelters are

BH - ZNTBRTE 5 impaired, as were 22 water points,
FEEMBEHERYH T E 300 latrines, one health facility,
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SER BB . I Heavy rains also flooded the main
G g & road through the Kutupalong
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WREREH - vehicles from assisting refugees in
Aerial mappings of the settlements show 41,000 distress.

Rohingya refugees at high risk of landslides.
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The Story of Hasina Begum

When Everything Came Crashing Down
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After two days of heavy rains and winds, Hasina
was feeding her children in the family’s bamboo
and tarpaulin shelter, with her youngest 10 day-old
baby Anwar Siddiq asleep in a cot when she heard
a loud noise. Large parts of the hillside collapsed
in an instant, battering their shelter. Some soil even
swept on to baby Anwar’s cot. “We were terrified. |
thought we would die,” recalled Hasina.
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“If this had happened at night, we might
not have made it alive,” says mother-
of-four Hasina Begum, who survived a
recent landslide.

Thanks to your support, Hasina’s family is now
among 26 households in Chakmarkul that have
been relocated. However, while experts urge
150,000 to 200,000 refugees at risks of landslides
and floods to be moved to safer grounds, due to
the huge challenge in search of new flat lands, we
have only managed to relocate just over 16,000
refugees with the highest risk of landslides.

Visiting Rohingya refugees in early July, UN
Secretary-General Anténio Guterres and World
Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim urged
the international community to substantially
increase the financial support to the Rohingya
refugees. “It is impossible to visit these camps
without breaking our hearts with the suffering
of the Rohingya people.”

As you are reading this, UNHCR team in
Bangladesh is working around the clock to
protect and save lives. Time is running out; we
need your support now.
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UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi (centre) listens to a
young Rohingya woman talking during a meeting at Kutupalong camp,
attended by UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres (far right) and
President of the World Bank Group Jim Yong Kim (second from right).
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You Are Making a Difference

BEHENYE BSEHES - T Thanks to the support of people like you, UNHCR, the
FREMABAZ AR HEE  AFED Bangladeshi authorities and our humanitarian partners have
EERBRTNER RTEEERAT been able to work together to respond immediately to this
. . i/ . crisis within a crisis. Besides conducting search and rescue
FEIRSBERETERIEN - RN J

operations while relocating threatened Rohingya families to
2 : \ % )
NERRE DR RN RN TARE safer grounds, we distributed upgraded shelter kits across

PiEFERARRERE LR DER all settlements and stored emergency supplies and health
RIRENTE - RMFFNET 2,000 5F kits to supplement our five hospital tents. We also trained
THE  attPnEERESE - 2,000 refugees of both genders in disaster preparedness.
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Stronger shelters, emergency assistance and better roads
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We have distributed upgraded shelter kits featuring bamboo poles, ropes,
tarpaulin, fixings and sandbags to 83,900 households to fortify existin

S ABHRERA LR P J J ’ > to fortify existing

I 7 e 5% shelters, and helped the Bangladesh army paved road in the Kutupalong

UNHCR and its partners settlement to ensure efficient delivery of assistant.
working around the clock to
put in new roads and bridges.
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Improving water supply and sanitation

HFIERT 3,686 LA - 894 [AE 1,659 A @ M
FEVKETRENRER - fRTHKEZE—H10 ATt

We have built 3,686 latrines, 894 tube wells and 1,659
bathing cubicles and are completing a new dam to increase
refugee’s water allocation to 10 litres a day.
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Workers repairing a dam in
Nayapara refugee camp.
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. Tackling malnutrition
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o
§ We have, together with our partners, established 12
I R — malnutrition centres reaching 1,500 children per month,
BALRRAERASG - RFEARBER while treating malnourished children through 19 outpatient
TRAREHEE - 9 9 P
Young Rohingya refugee recovering with his programmes.
mother after suffering from severe malnutrition.
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The Solidarity Spirit of the Rohingya People
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Eager to do more than being passive recipients of aid, determined Rohingya volunteers are
doing their part to help their community, from building roads to taking care of people like Hanibi.
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Forced to flee her home in Myanmar and haunted by the
violent death of two male relatives, 70-year-old grandmother
Hanibi finds it difficult to eat or sleep. Being the sole caregiver
to her granddaughter, she fears what the monsoon will do to
the bamboo houses of the Kutupalong refugee settlement,
where she and around 600,000 other people live in harsh
conditions. Then she met 18-year-old Formin.

While many Rohingya are helping to build critical
infrastructure and others have joined Bangladesh’s Cyclone
Prevention Programme, Formin opted instead to train as a
mental health counsellor, a profession that is in high demand
due to the scaling up of camp-wide psycho-social support
initiatives launched by UNHCR and other partners.
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“Thanks to Formin, | have
some peace inside. | like
talking to her. We shared
the same experiences,
fleeing our villages,” says
Hanibi (left), after sharing
her harrowing tale.
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Focusing on ways to alleviate refugees’ anxiety, the
workshops also train volunteers to spot and refer distressed
individuals to experts. “People are still carrying strong
memories of the violence they faced back in Myanmar and
are worried about the monsoon, about daily survival. After
completing the workshop, | know | can help them.” says
Formin, happy like all volunteers to be able to help distressed
members of their own community.
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First-ever TEDx Talk In a Refugee Camp
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Listen to the incredible stories of TEDx KakumaCamp
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TED*KakumaCamp

Kakuma Camp in Kenya made history on June 9 as the
first refugee camp to ever host a TEDx event. Established
in 1992 in the remote Turkana region to assist Sudanese
refugees, Kakuma Camp is now home to those displaced
by wars across Africa.

Curated by Melissa Fleming and Dana Hughes with
support from UNHCR and volunteer teams, TEDx
KakumaCamp invited 12 speakers, ranging from current
and former Kakuma Camp refugees to academics
and artists, to address over 180,000 refugees from 19
countries that call Kakuma home.

Aimed at changing perceptions and breaking stereotypes,
the short, powerful talks captivated the audience. But
it's refugees' sharing stories of courage and possibilities,
such as Pur Biel's, that truly stole the show.

Ran for his life as a 10-year old boy to escape South
Sudan’s violence, Pur was cared for by a Kakuma refugee
he now calls his Kakuma mother. He came to attention
after completing a race on bleeding feet. “I didn’t have
shoes. But | just had to finish” he recalls. And it’s this
steely determination that led him all the way to the 2016
Olympics, as part of an all-refugee team.
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“In life, we all face struggles ... You can either run

away from it, or towards it. But the important thing is

you keep on the road and keep running.”

LE 2 BRHTRERTFRAFESEREHR

Pur Biel, 23-year-old South Sudanese Olympics runner and former

Kakuma refugee
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BEBEHERE 2017 EVHRERE
UNHCR 2017 Global Report at a Glance

BEBEHREZRKA
Overall Income

US$ 3,942,450,095 =7t

HEBEREERR
UN regular budget
BEEE THRBRERRBBTEBER
UN pooled funding and
Intergovernmental donors
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Private donors
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Governments and
the European Union
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Preparing for emergencies,
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Sheltering people &
providing essential
\household items
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Provide clean water
\and sanitation facilities
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2 3 O/O \ \ our work for refugees
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Provide healthcare
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Providing trainings to help refugees
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special assistance to older people, organization
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R-Connect: Z#EfIE EPHER

R-Connect: How Your Ideas Can Support Refugees
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You too can make a difference in the lives of refugees. All
you need is your imagination. R-Connect, our program for
community engagement, is the bridge between your ideas and
the refugees you want to support.
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Not sure how to help? Here are some ideas.
* Create a personal fundraising campaign and invite your
friends to get involved
e Donate gifts from your wedding or birthday party
e Host a fundraising event at your school using the
refugee crisis as your theme

Tell us your ideas at infohongkong@unhcr.org, we can
offer tailor-made packages to support your project through
our R-Connect platform. Meet people below who, like you,
want to make a difference.
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A Charity Art Exhibition Inspired by Hope
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On World Refugee Day, 12 local artists launched “Dawn”, a
charity art exhibition held from 20 June 2018 to 19 July 2018
featuring paintings, graphic design,
photographs and handcrafts
inspired by hope, freedom and
light. Part of the proceeds raised
from sold artwork, and 50% of
drink sales by .jpg café, will be
donated to UNHCR.

Autobiography Dedicated to Helping
Refugee Children
BEFMEIENBYER B ANNERERK RS E
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Stage four breast cancer patient Jenny Tam has distilled
the lessons of a difficult life into an autobiography filled
with hope and inspirations for other _

cancer patients. Keen to help refugee
children, especially those in Syria and

b Ty =B’
South Sudan, she has decided to 4§
donate all proceeds generated from 4
the book to UNHCR.

REXEERE

Available in all major bookstores
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“No one becomes a refugee by choice; & B 2550 3R S E R - 003

but the rest of us can have a choice about how we help.”

EHRN2018F6 A0 tE AR B
UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi
said on World Refugee Day June 20, 2018
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Generosity Knows No Bounds

Held every year on June 20, World Refugee Day is our
opportunity to express solidarity and show support for the
men, women and children forced to leave everything behind
to escape war, persecution or terror.

It is also a time to stand with ordinary heroes like yourselves
and the communities that welcome them, who have chosen to
help and make a difference for the 68.5 million people
uprooted globally.

Today, 85% of those uprooted are hosted in the developing
world, with Turkey welcoming the largest number, followed
by Pakistan, Uganda, Lebanon and Iran. It's the communities
of these countries, often themselves lacking in resources, that
have been the most generous.

Animated by a simple desire to help their fellow humans,
ordinary heroes and local organizations from places like
these are showing the world that grace, generosity, solidarity
and respect are qualities that remain ubiquitous, in spite of
the current prevalence of xenophobic narratives.

It is high time that we celebrate the stories of the world’s
ordinary heroes.

Niger: A land of Ordinary Heroes

“An example to the world... one of the poorest
countries is also one of the most generous.”
said UN High Commissioner for Refugees
Filippo Grandi of Niger, as he thanked Prime
Minister Brigi Rafini and the people of Niger
on World Refugee Day for the country’s

PR

open-door refugee policy.
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Also thankful for Niger’s generosity is Somali mother of two Amina, 42, one of
the thousands of refugees and asylum seekers from across Africa who set out
on desperate journeys to safety, only to fall victim to ruthless human traffickers
in Libya. Broken and unable to walk after more than a year of relentless
beatings and electric shocks, Amina cries from happiness as she retold the
story of finally being reunited with her sons in Niger, “Everything changed in a
minute. | was so happy. Instead of feeling depressed, | felt blessed.”

© UNHCR/Louise Donovan
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Bangladesh: A farmer opens his farm and his heart to
hundreds of Rohingya refugees
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When 50-year old Mohammad Kasim was forced to flee
his home in Myanmar, he never thought he would be
marking the end of Ramadan in the small village of
Jamtoli in Bangladesh. As violence erupted in Myanmar

last August, he had no choice but to flee the violence of
their country for the safety of southeast Bangladesh.
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“They needed land for
shelter and we had land.
We are human and
they are human...”

Akhter Hossain * 455% * # IR ERX
Farmer Akhter Hossain, 45, Bangladesh
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Seeing so many ordinary
people in distress, farmer
Akhter Hossain and his wife
Nargis Begum listened to their
hearts and opened their doors,
“| still feel like crying when |
remember the first time | met
the families and saw them
wailing... we took the babies in
our arms and changed their
wet  clothes”  remembers
45-year-old Akhter.

Akhter's farmland is now
home to more than 300
Rohingya men, women and
children. Filled with bamboo
shelters, the farm is also the
site of two temporary learning
centres for Rohingya children.

Nargis said that while the
family used to feel quite
isolated, she’s now pleased
her children have so many
new friends. And these
temporary residents are keen
to express their gratitude any
way they can. “They often help

IIEARE us doing chores like moving rice. Whenever | need their

help, they help us,” she said.

Mohammad Kasim says he and other refugee families will
never forget the Hossain’s family generosity and

selflessness.
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