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SYRIAS CHILDREN
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Without us, refugees can experience dangerous gaps in vital aid.
With us, they can get the all-round, practical assistance and protection they so desperately need.
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Syria's Lost Generation
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“A whole generation of young Syrians is
marked forever by violence and trauma."

— Antonio Guterres,
UN High Commissioner for Refugees
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It is now five months since 6-year-old Waffa fled from Syria with her mother and
sister in the dead of night. Since their arrival in Lebanon, she has barely spoken.
Silent and withdrawn, she sits and watches other children play. Day after day, her
mother implores her to go and join in but she won't engage with them at all.

Waffa is one of the thousands of children who have been traumatised by the horror they
have witnessed during Syria's bloody civil war.

Of the 1.88 million Syrians who are now refugees, more than half are children, most of
them under the age of eleven. Many have lost family members, their homes and all their
belongings. Some have not been to school in more than two years. A whole generation of
refugee children is now scattered across the region. Living among strangers, in cramped
and impoverished conditions, many struggle to understand what has happened to them.
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' year-old Waffa is traumatised by war
BRIWaffa BT 7 BRELIS

Lifelong Scars

Early one morning in September last year, a bomb destroyed a farmhouse
near the Syrian city of Hama. The house collapsed, injuring fifteen people and
leaving seven dead, including ten-year-old Jasmin and his baby sister Aya.

Their four-year-old sister Shahad came close to losing her life that day. She
suffered a massive head wound and facial lacerations. With trembling hands,
her father Yehia pulls back his daughter's hair to reveal a deep scar running
across her forehead. It is distressing, he says, but he is much more worried
about the scars on her mind.

"This child here has experienced war," he says. "She has seen fighter planes,
artillery and missiles. She has seen everything. When our children sleep they
hear the bombs falling. They've seen houses destroyed and people killed.
They live in fear."

Like Yehia, many Syrian parents are deeply concerned about the
psychological impact of the war on their children. Relief workers report seeing
growing numbers of children showing symptoms of severe trauma like
withdrawal and mutism, night terrors, anxiety and depression.
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Childhood Lost

For many young Syrians, the war has spelt the end of childhood altogether as
they have had to shoulder adult responsibilities.

Ali had only just turned sixteen when, in the midst of the fighting, his
grandfather fell critically ill with cancer. As the oldest son in the family, it fell to
Ali to leave his parents and younger brothers behind in Syria and accompany
his ailing grandparents to the safety of a refugee camp in Irag.

For months now, Ali has been his grandparents' sole carer, responsible not
only for his grandfather's treatment but for their day-to-day survival in the
camp. It is a situation his grandfather finds difficult to bear. "Ali has sacrificed
years of education for us," he says. "He is here for us, he does everything for
us. He has sacrificed everything for my sake."

It is a heavy burden for a boy of sixteen. Ali misses his family and dreams of
returning home. "l hope one day that | can go back to school," he says, "so |
can become a doctor, teacher or engineer. | hope this day will come soon."

Largest Appeal in History

There are now more than 2 million children affected by the war in Syria.
UNHCR is doing all it can to shelter and protect them and, importantly too, to
restore their sense of stability and hope.

We have emergency teams working in five neighbouring countries,
registering thousands of refugee families a day, providing essential relief, and
coordinating services to meet their immediate needs. UNHCR is working to
give Syrian refugee children access to schools, health care and psychosocial
support. Vulnerable children like Waffa and Ali are being identified for special
care, along with unaccompanied and separated children.

In June, UNHCR and other agencies and partners launched the largest
humanitarian appeal in history, calling for more than US $4 billion to meet the
enormous needs of Syria's displaced population.

Announcing the appeal, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees,
Mr. Antonio Guterres, highlighted the terrible plight of children in this crisis.
Describing them as "a whole generation of young Syrians marked forever by
violence and trauma", he called on the world to come to their aid.
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Of the 1.88 million Syrian refugees, over half are children, most of them under the age of eleven.
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What Next for Mali's Malnourished Children?
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While last year's violence in Mali has dropped out of the headlines,
nearly half a million people remain displaced inside Mali itself and
in refugee camps in neighbouring countries. With the region still in
the grip of drought and child malnutrition on the rise, UNHCR has
renewed its appeal for help with this ongoing crisis.

One-year-old Aissa sits listless on her grandmother's
lap at a health centre in the Mangaize refugee camp in
Niger. This little girl's mother died of illness just two
months ago and she is now suffering from acute
malnutrition. There are many children like her in the
waiting room today, children with painfully thin arms
and legs and distended bellies. Thankfully, Aissa's
grandmother has brought her to the clinic for
treatment. She will be put onto an emergency feeding
program that will hopefully restore her weight and
vitality.

Conflict and Drought

Food insecurity has been a worrying feature of the
Mali crisis since it began in January last year. A harsh
environment at the best of times, this arid region of
West Africa known as 'the Sahel' was already
suffering a prolonged drought and food shortages.
The violence in Mali has added to the crisis, disrupting
supply and crop production and forcing 174,000
people into the arid border regions of neighbouring
countries where food and water are scarce.

As a result, hundreds of thousands of Malian children
like Aissa are now acutely malnourished, at risk of
disease, stunting and lifelong health problems.

Most worrying is the situation within Mali itself.
In the first five months of this year, more than
77,200 children under the age of five were
admitted to nutrition rehabilitation units for
urgent emergency feeding and admissions are
increasing. Sadly, many malnourished children
are unable to access treatment. A recent
nutritional survey in Mali put the number of
infants with severe acute malnutrition at a
staggering 210,000 with another 450,000
diagnosed as being moderately acutely
malnourished.

A colour coded band used
to measure this child's
upper arm circumference.
A measurement of less than
12.5cm indicates moderate
acute malnutrition while less
than 11cm indicates the more
dangerous severe acute
malnutrition.
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One year old Aissa suffers from acute malnutrition.
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In the Camps

Rates of child malnutrition are similarly alarming in neighbouring Mauritania,
Niger and Burkina Faso where around 174,000 Malians are sheltering in
refugee camps in the middle of the desert. Providing food, water and health
care to these remote camps has been an ongoing challenge for UNHCR and
its partners. Even as the refugee exodus slows, relief workers report that
many recent arrivals are in worse condition than the refugees who arrived last
year, requiring immediate medical attention.

¢ In Niger, efforts are underway to counter prevailing malnutrition in four
refugee camps. Relief agencies are also working to contain outbreaks of o
cholera and to reach Malian refugees living in remote and makeshift
camps with little food or water and no access to healthcare.

¢ In Burkina Faso, a UNHCR survey has found that nearly a quarter of .
refugee children under five are either moderately or severely malnourished,
leading to the implementation of a blanket feeding program for all infants
and pregnant and nursing mothers.

¢ In Mauritania, rates of severe acute malnutrition hit 20 per cent before
faling to 13 per cent following a concerted effort by UNHCR and its
partners in the Mbera camp. Nevertheless, malnutrition remains a serious
concern, with 43 per cent of children in the Mbera camp still acutely or
chronically malnourished.

UNHCR's Response

Malnutrition can quickly cause life-long damage in children. Once a poorly
nourished child turns two, many conditions affecting their health, growth and
mental development cannot be reversed. For this reason, most of UNHCR's
work to combat malnutrition focuses on early intervention — on the so-called
“window of opportunity” in children that extends from just before conception until
the age of two.

UNHCR directly supports health facilities and feeding centres in refugee camps,
and oversees the implementation of therapeutic and supplementary feeding
programs.

We supply a range of emergency foods to the field, including fortified milks and
cereals, micro-nutrient powders and ready-to-use therapeutic foods — Plumpy Nut™.
These enriched peanut pastes have revolutionised the treatment of child
malnutrition in emergency settings. They require no measuring or mixing with
water, reducing the risk of infection in vulnerable infants and enabling parents to
safely treat their malnourished children at home.

The blanket feeding programs now being implemented in the refugee camps
provide additional nutrition for all children under the age of five, pregnant women
and nursing mothers. As resources allow, UNHCR is also investing in water,
sanitation, immunisation and health awareness projects in the camps to reduce
the risks of associated disease.

into a nourishing meal.
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Your/donation/could make an important difference for a Malian child, preventing the]lifelong
healthand developmental problems associated with malnutrition

REIEEI AR ERERREENE - EHEEETRTEROEZ S RERERGE -
Can provide kitchen sets to three refugee families allowing them to turn their dry food ration
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Can buy 30 blankets to protect refugees in desert camps from the cold.
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Can provide one hundred severely malnourished infants with ready-to-use therapeutic foods

Plumpy Nut™, protein rich pastes designed to promote healthy weight gain in children.
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A high nutrient food called Plumpy Nut™ forms part of the therapeutic feeding regime for
children with severe acute malnutrition. It contains a peanut paste and is enriched with milk
powder, vegetable fats, sugar, vitamins and minerals.
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Review: World Refugee Day, Book Fair 2013 and Other Activ
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The latest UNHCR report says global forced displacement RIERHH (201282 RBBHE |

is at an 18-year high. The Global Trends Report 2012 2N BF4 50BN BEARE  BIFER

published on World Refuggg Day shows that. as.of the end (1,5408) ~ RBEKFTA L (2,8808) F
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This includes 15.4 million refugees, 937,000 asylum L ka = %E%%i#ﬂ#%ﬁ% &

seekers and 28.8 million people forced to flee within the ERBRA] %ﬂ\‘rE\;%EJ?EZOTM '

borders of their own countries. The UNHCR Hong Kong BORFDBOEE - SEBHER

office organised a series of World Refugee Day events in THE-

June and at Hong Kong Book Fair 2013 in July to raise

awareness in the community and generate support for its

worldwide humanitarian work.

oth Refugee Film Festival
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Six films about refugee-related issues were screened at this year’s

Refugee Film Festival. Over half of the films were high-grossing during the
festival, and we had four full houses!

On World Refugee Day, we were delighted to announce that Ms. Yao Chen
has become the first UNHCR National Goodwill Ambassador. She was
delighted to accept the appointment; the huge amount of support she
receives will ensure she can continue her work for the agency.
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“Looking for Home” Photography Exhibition
— Tony Hung’s visit to a Refugee Camp on the Thai-Myanmar Border
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Every picture in this exhibition reflects the experiences of Tony Hung, a
UNHCR volunteer, on his first ever visit to the Karen refugee camp located
on the Thai-Myanmar border. There he listened to the refugees’ tales of
plight, talked to them in their simple shelters about fleeing their homes, and
saw the dreams and hopes in the eyes of the young. “Freedom,” he said,
“is not free.” The exhibition also shows the actual everyday items used in
the refugee camp. We would like to take this opportunity to express our
gratitude to Karrie International Holdings Limited for sponsoring the
event, and both the Treasure World, Wonderful Worlds of Whampoa and
Urban Renewal Authority for providing the venue.

ERBYEY 5 EBRFHEL KR TonyB X BRERMEEHREH
B IEMBNHRRES  BRRHRERAONSE - THRMOMLRSHN
BRA @ BREFENRREHRVENTERHOEE - TonyH Rimz -
ZE% . [Freedom is not free (BB NEELEERA) o | R B
EFRRTHREZAMNEERA M o B e R0 RH = B EE R AR
DREIEE - UNEEHROBEES ATREZEBRESM -

2]
o
o
(S}
E 4
z
=
©




SPEAK”

Jointly organised by Christian Action, the Hong Kong Refugee Advice Centre and the
UNHCR, SPEAK” is a chance for refugees to speak in their own voices on World Refugee Day.
160 participants were touched by the personal stories told through live music, drama and
photography by refugees staying in Hong Kong. SPEAK” drew to a close with everybody
singing “Heal the World” together.
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Hong Kong Book Fair 2013 &H&ZE2013

A list of war and refugee-related books were selected for the
7-day book fair in July. Thanks to all our energetic volunteers
who have been supporting our fundraising by selling books.
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The UNHCR launched its first New Book Release
Presentation at the book fair, aimed at raising the public’s
awareness of refugee issues.
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Tony Hung (third from right) and Rayman Mok (centre) shared their — B#& B EZE s T k(=) REB B oM EEE LA ()
experiences of visiting the refugee camps on the Thai-Myanmar border. D Z 1 aH 2R < H P B TR » F/0 Bk 52 71| B R 2 fE B PR /A 7
Our thanks go to the sponsors, Karrie International Holdings Limited — RA|RADZENRIEEE LR (SEEXR) BN 2 R -
and the Leo Paper Group, for fully supporting the publication. They  mifis TERENEITEAZREE (EREXR) UXHHER
appealed to everyone to support the refugees by ordering the book. EHREME -

UNHCR would like to thank all the sponsors and supporters for making the events possible.
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BannerSHOP Hong Kong Limited Karrie International Holdings Limited Urban Renewal Authority Ms. Raees Baig Z2#E(K
Broadway Cinematheque Leo Paper Group Mr. Allan Au & 5 Mr. Stephen Gan EB1&(E
Crossroads Foundation myAFFECTION Ms. Cheung Chui Yung 5R2E & Mr. Steven Chan
Fullhouse One Media Group Mr. Cheung Yui Fai 3R §5 12 Mr. Vaso Chun
Goethe-Institut Hong Kong Phoenix TV The Chung Brothers $8 .25 www.9930.hk

Guru Online Ride 4 Hope Mr. David Chan

Hong Kong Fair Trade Power Treasure World, Wonderful Worlds of Whampoa Ms. Micky Lai

All wonderful volunteers! FTE £ E)EERIE T |

- + AL Looking for Home
New Book Released | #T= - .
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This book tells the experiences of Tony Hung, a UNHCR volunteer, on his il 1 Ul

first ever visit to the Karen refugee camp located along the Thai-Myanmar
border. This tells the real life-stories of the Karen refugees.

All proceeds from sales will be used to support the UNHCR's global
emergency relief programs currently providing assistance to refugees all
across the world.
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UNHCR 2012 Global Report
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2012 A year of urgent action

Throughout 2012, UNHCR raced to
keep up with the ever-growing influx of
refugees from four simultaneous crises
in Syria, Mali, South Sudan and the
DRC. Meanwhile, we were still dealing
with the aftermath of the 2011
displacement crises in Céte d’lvoire,
Libya and Somalia, as well as the
many protracted refugee situations
around the world.

We had deployed 435 Emergency
Response Team members to 39
countries and delivered tonnes of
essential relief items by land, sea and
air, including 161 airlifts of aid to
people in hard-to-reach places.

For detailed global report, please visit:
www.unhcr.org/gri2/index.xml
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2012 Delivery of Refugee Programs —
Breakdown by People of Concern
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2012 Overall Income
(US$2,318,489,442)
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2012 UNHCR Global Expenditures (US$2,357,710,250)
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Total delivery of refugee programs
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2012 Delivery of Refugee Programs - Breakdown by Subregion
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East and Horn of Africa 3R3ERIEM 2 A

Middle East FR 5

South-West Asia 52178 73 2B

Cental Africa and the Great Lakes JE/H &
Other Global Programs Support Zfth 2 ¥k X £ 18 R
West Africa FEMFEED

North Africa FEifil3E B

Eastern Europe BUMER &P

South-East Asia 283 EG &6

Latin America : T M

Southern Africa FEiM G &6

Northern, Western, Central and Southern Europe
JEER - PR - R AR

South-Eastern Europe BN E S

South Asia Z2MFIEB

North Amercia and the Caribbean 3t3E/1 & in#h Lt i &
East Asia and the Pacific 58 ME %8 K A F ¥
Central Asia g2lifF B

Refugee Program #RI1E B

Internal Displaced People (IDP) Project
BBt AT ATIER

Reintegration Project E¥Rt A E H
Stateless Program #EZ A +1EE

Governmental Donors and the European Union
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Private Donors fEA - E& FEEIBHR
UN Funds B4 Bl& TH#E BN
UN Regular Budget & Bl % B E B
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Intergovernmental Donors #5 B # FE 5K

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees BiS B REFRSHFEE

Room 911, Yau Ma Tei Carpark Building, 250 Shanghai Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong & 7 1188 L 572505 M it F =B K EI11E

Donation Hotline 87 #4% : 2388 3278 Fax {X : 2780 0961

Email &3 : info@unhcr.org.hk  Website £ 8 : www.UNHCR.org.hk




