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People forced to flee worldwide

25.4 million 

refugees 

worldwide as of 

Dec 2017

UNHCR and UNRWA data

41.3 million Internally 

Displaced Persons by 

conflicts and violence 

worldwide as of Dec 2018

IDMC data

17.2 million 

displacements by 

disasters in 2018

IDMC data
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UN Resolution A/C.3/70/L.51/Rev.1

Recognizes the need to collect reliable disaggregated data, including 

data disaggregated by sex, age and location, on internally displaced 

persons and the impact of long-term displacement on host communities 

in order to improve policy, programming and response to internal 

displacement and, in this respect, the relevance of the inter-agency Joint 

Internally Displaced Person Profiling Service and the global database 

on internally displaced persons maintained by the Internal 

Displacement Monitoring Centre; 

Make sure IDPs are not left behind

The Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre
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Internal displacement

Reported information
on internal displacement

Information on internal 
displacement received by IDMC

Internal displacement 
reported on by IDMC

mailto:leonardo.milano@idmc.ch


REAL-TIME DATA AND ANALYSIS

Web scraping, text mining and Natural Language Processing
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Can machine understand text?
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Step 1: identification of 

the need

How many?

What?

Where?

When?

Scale-it up globally?

mailto:leonardo.milano@idmc.ch


justin.ginnetti@idmc.ch, leonardo.milano@idmc.ch

It can potentially be extended/adapted to 

monitor anything

From active 

information search

To supervised 

information 

extraction

Filtering and 

tagging

Information 

extraction

Validation

Step 2: workflow

definition
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Step 3: Let’s hack!
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A global displacement monitoring platform

Media

Hazard monitoring
Conflict events

Social media ..and more

IDMC displacement monitoring platform

IDMC monitoring team, external partners

mailto:leonardo.milano@idmc.ch


justin.ginnetti@idmc.ch, leonardo.milano@idmc.ch

Step 4: Customisation of the solution
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https://monitoring.internal-displacement.org/
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A way to quickly detect new  displacement events

Next steps:

• More sources

• More languages

• More partners

Open source code at

https://github.com/idmc-labs/idetect
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Summary

Better 

IDP data

Substantive 

expertise

New technologies 
and models

Sweet spot
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THANK YOU !



www.internal-displacement.org


