
A T A G L A N C E

Main Objectives 
and Activit ies
Help the national authorities
develop and implement an ade-
quate system of asylum; consolidate
durable solutions for current
refugees; continue humanitarian
assistance based on the needs of the
remaining refugee population;
rehabilitate and develop areas previ-
ously occupied by refugee camps.

Impact
• The Office provided comprehen-

sive comments on the draft asy-
lum law, which was submitted to
Parliament in October 2000.

• Government asylum officials
were trained in refugee protec-
tion, refugee law and refugee sta-
tus determination procedures
through five training workshops.

• UNHCR provided material
assistance, know-how and fund-
ing to facilitate the establishment
of a separate asylum office within
the Government.

• UNHCR helped to establish a
network of legal support through
NGOs.

• A total of 1,316 refugee families
received counselling and legal
assistance from UNHCR
through five NGOs.

• A repatriation package (cash and
material assistance) was distrib-
uted to 446 returnees to Kosovo
and Serbia.

• A total of 82 persons were reset-
tled in third countries.
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The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

Persons of Concern
Main Refugee Total Of whom Per cent Per cent
Origin/Type of in UNHCR Female under 18
Population Country assisted

Federal Republic 8,900 8,900 51 49
of Yugoslavia (Refugees)

Income and Expenditure (USD)
Annual Programme Budget

Revised Income Other Total Total
Budget from Funds Funds Expenditure

Contributions1 Available2 Available

11,411,707 1,493,456 9,010,599 10,504,055 10,502,856
1Includes income from contributions earmarked at the country level.
2Includes allocations by UNHCR from unearmarked or broadly earmarked contributions, opening
balance and adjustments.
The above figures do not include costs at Headquarters.







refugee-hosting areas. A total of 112 projects were
implemented in 33 municipalities, 47 per cent by local
organisations, the rest by international organisations.

Transport/Logistics: These activities included warehous-
ing, transport and the distribution of assistance, as well
as support to UNHCR’s offices in Kosovo and other
countries. In consolidating warehousing after the opera-
tional transition from emergency to assistance, capacity
was reduced from 8,200 square metres in January to
4,200 in December. UNHCR’s logistics services regu-
larly delivered non-food items to refugees in collective
centres, supported the consolidation of three collective
centres (Struga I, Pretor and Probistip) and organised
voluntary repatriation to Kosovo. Logistic support to
UNHCR’s offices in Kosovo included the provision of
some 100,000 litres of diesel and the transport of
telecommunications equipment. UNHCR in FYR
Macedonia also provided support to other emergency
operations: 1,000 tents to Sudan, 240 tents to Eritrea,
as well as 27,000 blankets and 3,600 mattresses to the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.

Water: The water system at Ljubanci centre was over-
hauled and improved before the centre was opened to
refugees. Nonetheless, water had to be delivered to
2,500 refugees at Ljubanci and Suto Orizari collective
centres during the summer owing to a water shortage.

O R G A N I S A T I O N
A N D I M P L E M E N T A T I O N

Management

UNHCR maintained a main office in Skopje, sup-
ported by two other offices in Kumanovo and Tetovo.
At the beginning of the year, these offices were run by a
total of 20 international and 48 national staff. There
was a gradual downsizing of operations and staffing, so
that by year’s end there were 14 international and
44 national staff.

Working with Others
In 2000, UNHCR worked with six international and
two national NGOs for the implementation of its pro-
gramme. UNHCR also worked closely with WFP and
IFRC in providing food assistance, with UNICEF in
providing education and community services and with
WHO in providing health care to refugees. In addition,
the Office assumed the co-ordination role for complet-
ing the FYR Macedonia chapter of the UN Inter-
Agency Consolidated Appeal Process for South-Eastern
Europe. UNHCR continued to foster linkages with
regional European institutions, international organisa-

tions and government bodies on issues such as asylum
procedures, repatriation issues, integration assistance,
initiatives for Roma, and the expansion of relevant
national academic research institutions.

O V E R A L L A S S E S S M E N T
UNHCR’s programme in FYR Macedonia has evolved
from an emergency operation in 1999 to one of provid-
ing assistance to about 9,000 remaining refugees in
2000. Although the crisis is over, the situation in FYR
Macedonia is far from stable. The number of remaining
refugees is relatively low, but these refugees have specific
protection and assistance needs which cannot be
ignored.

Ties with inter-governmental institutions – the EU,
OSCE, the Council of Europe, and the Stability Pact for
South Eastern Europe – have been an important part of
the overall strategy regarding national legislation. UN
and EU agencies benefit from collective political initia-
tives on several issues, including human rights, the pro-
tection of trafficked human beings, statelessness, imple-
mentation of the refugee law in line with the 1951
Convention, and burden-sharing (for hosting perse-
cuted ethnic minorities in the region). UNHCR has and
will continue to take an active role in these initiatives.

Offices
Skopje
Kumanovo
Tetovo

Partners
Government Agencies
Institute for Sociological, Political and Judicial Research
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Ministry of Internal Affairs
Ministry of Labour and Social Policy
Public Enterprise for Postal Services
NGOs
American Refugee Committee
Danish Refugee Council
International Rescue Committee
Italian Consortium of Solidarity
Macedonian Press Centre
Macedonian Red Cross
Mercy Corps International
OXFAM
Other
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies
United Nations Volunteers
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Financial Report (USD)
Current Year's Projects Prior Years' Projects

Expenditure Breakdown notes notes

Protection, Monitoring and Co-ordination 1,217,670 76,231
Community Services 594,957 437,344
Domestic Needs / Household Support 299,465 734,509
Education 37 133,932
Food 85,075 43,053
Health / Nutrition 45,579 894,753
Income Generation 0 57,594
Legal Assistance 502,374 1,389,526
Operational Support (to Agencies) 680,689 2,214,049
Sanitation 449 980,817
Shelter / Other Infrastructure 3,526,011 4,928,258
Transport / Logistics 668,145 1,605,900
Water 8,851 12,698
Instalments with Implementing Partners 547,001 (8,022,975)
Transit Account 988 0
Sub-total Operational 8,177,291 5,485,689
Programme Support 1,860,987 560,370
Sub-total Disbursements / Deliveries 10,038,278 (3) 6,046,059 (6)
Unliquidated Obligations 464,578 (3) 0
Total 10,502,856 (1) (3) 6,046,059

Instalments with Implementing Partners
Payments Made 6,272,025 5,056,594
Reporting Received 5,725,024 13,079,569
Balance 547,001 (8,022,975)
Outstanding 1 January 0 8,395,943
Refunded to UNHCR 0 342,985
Currency Adjustment 0 13,526
Outstanding 31 December 547,001 43,509

Unliquidated Obligations
Outstanding 1 January 0 12,828,200 (6)
New Obligations 10,502,856 (1) 0
Disbursements 10,038,278 (3) 6,046,059 (6)
Cancellations 0 6,782,141 (6)
Outstanding 31 December 464,578 (3) 0
Figures which cross reference to Accounts:
(1) Annex to Statement 1 
(3) Schedule 3 
(6) Schedule 6




