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Introducing a new resource! 

Handbook for Coordinating Gender-based Violence Interventions in Humanitarian Settings

What Senior Managers Should Know 
What is the GBV Coordination Handbook?
The GBV Coordination Handbook is a resource for the field that has been developed by the global GBV Area of Responsibility Working Group.  It is a quick-reference tool that provides practical guidance on leadership roles, key responsibilities and specific actions to be taken when establishing and maintaining a GBV coordination mechanism in 




      a humanitarian setting (conflict, post-conflict, or natural disaster).

Why was the GBV Coordination Handbook developed?  

Good GBV coordination leads to better, more ethical, and more efficient GBV programming.  A multi-country review of GBV coordination mechanisms undertaken in 2008 by the GBV Area of Responsibility Working Group found that field guidance on establishing and leading a GBV coordination body was a priority for field partners.  
Who should use this GBV Coordination Handbook?
This handbook is targeted to all those individuals and agencies that are partnering in efforts to develop comprehensive, effective and ethical GBV programming.  The handbook can also be used as an advocacy tool to educate those who may have no prior experience or knowledge of GBV programming and/or their basic protection responsibilities related to GBV coordination and GBV prevention and response.

How will the GBV Coordination Handbook be rolled out?
The English version of the Handbook will be distributed in Fall 2010 by the GBV AoR in a provisional edition to field sites around the world.  Trainings will be conducted for coordination partners at the national and local levels on utilizing the Handbook.  During the dissemination process, the GBV Area of Responsibility Working Group will monitor its usefulness and collect feedback on the Handbook.  Based on field comments, the Handbook will be revised and finalized in 2011-2012.

Why is it important that Senior Managers are aware of this new resource? 
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All humanitarian actors have a responsibility to promote the protection and well-being of the communities with which they work.   This means that all those engage in emergency preparedness and response should undertake action to prevent gender-based violence, and should also know how to respond to violence should it occur.  The purpose of the GBV Coordination Handbook is to facilitate this action.  Senior managers have an important role to play in ensuring their staff participate in GBV coordination and are familiar with the Handbook as an essential tool in accelerating efforts to combat gender-based violence in emergencies. 

The English version of the Handbook may be downloaded at http://gbv.oneresponse.info.  
It is anticipated that French, Arabic and Russian translations of the Handbook will be available online in early 2011. Any questions or comments about the Handbook can be addressed to gbv.coordination.handbook@gmail.com. 

To join a ‘community of practice’ on GBV issues, including coordination, visit http://gbv.oneresponse.info and ‘friend’ the GBV AoR Facebook page at www.facebook.com/GBV_AOR
