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Note by the Secretary-General 

1. In a letter addressed to the Secretary-General on 25 October 1984 (5/16799), 
the Governmrnt of the Republic of Iraq alleged that, in an incident on 
10 October 1984 at a prisoner-of-war camp in Gorgan, the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
in the presence of representatives of the International Committee of the Red Cross 
( I C R C ) ,  Iranian military authorities had indiscriminately opened fire on the 
prisoners, killing or injuring a considerable number of them, and requested the 
Secretary-General to send a mission to Iran to investigate the incident. 

2. In accordance with established practice, the Secretary-General consulted the 
Islamic Republic of Iran on Iraq's request. Iran indicated that it would agree to 
receive the mission, provided that the mission also investigated Iran's concerns 
regarding Iranian prisoners of war in Iraq. It also informed the Secretary-General 
that Iran was preparing a report on the incident of 10 October, which would be made 
available to him. Iraq agreed that the proposed mission should visit both 
countries. 

3. In the light of its role vested under the Third Geneva Convention relative to 
the Treatment of Prisoners of War and of its presence at the time of the incident 
in question, ICRC was informed of the Iraqi request and the Iranian response. 

4. The Secretary-General decided, as an extraordinary measure and in the light of 
his humanitarian responsibility under the Charter of the United Nations, to 
dispatch a mission to Iran and Ireq. The mission was to inquire into the incident 
of 10 October 1984 in the Gorgan Camp for prisoners of war and also would report to 
him on other concerns that the Government of Iran and the Government of Iraq had 
expressed regarding the situation of prisoners of war and civilian detainees. 

5. On 7 November 1984, at the request of Iran, the ICRC report on the Gorgan Camp 
incident of 10 October 1984 was circulated as a document of the General Assembly 
and of the Security Council (A/39/639-S/16820). 

6. Preparations were made and itineraries were being finalized with a view to 
dispatching the mission to Iran and Iraq during the second half of the month of 
November 1984 when, on 12 November 1984, the Government of Iran requested a change 
in the itinerary of the proposed mission whereby it would first visit Iraq before 
proceeding to Iran. That change was not acceptable to the Government of Iraq. 
Under the circuinstances, the Secretary-General, on 19 November 1984, concluded that 
in the light of the differences that had arisen in connection with its itinerary 
and modaljties, the mission would not take place, and so informed the two 
Governments. Meanwhile, both Iran and Iraq had submitted to the Secretary-General 
lists of special concerns which they wished the proposed mission to consider in the 
course of its inquiry. 

7.  On 4 December 1984, the Government of Iraq informed the Secretary-General that 
it would have no objection to having the proposed mission visit Iraq first, 
provided that, when it visited Iran, it would begin its work there with an inquiry 
into the incident of 10 October 1984 at Gorgan Camp. Upon being informed, the 
Government of Iran, on 12 December 1984, assured the Secretary-General of its full 
co-operation with the mission. 
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8. In  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h a t  developmerlt clnd t h e  c o n t i n u e d  conce rn  e x p r e s s e d  by t h e  
Governments o f  I r a n  and o f  I r a q ,  and mindful  of  t h e  mora l  and h u m a n i t a r i a n  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  v e s t e d  i n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  t h e  Sec re t a ry -Genera l  f e l t  duty-bound to 
s e e k  t o  d e t e r m i n e ,  a s  f a r  a s  f e a s i b l e ,  t h e  f a c t u a l  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  c o n c e r n s  e x p r e s s e d  
by b o t h  Governments r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
c i r c u m e t a n c e s  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t  o f  10 October  1984.  To t h a t  end ,  h e  r e q u e s t e d  t h r e e  
q u a l i f i e d  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  f i e l d s  t o  u n d e r t a k e  a f a c t - f i n d i n g  
m i s s i o n  t o  I r a q  and to  I r a n .  The q i s s i a n  was c o n s t i t u t e d  a s  an independen t  body 
which would d e t e r m i n e  t h e  s c o p e  of  i ts  i n q u i r i e s ,  its p rocedures  and method of  
work. The members o f  t h e  m i s s i o n  a r e  P r o f e s s o r  Wolfram K a r l ,  P r o f e s s o r  of 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Law,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S a l z b u r g ,  S a l z b u r g ,  A u s t r i a )  
P r o f e s s o r  T o r k e l  Opsahl ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Law, 
University of  Os lo ,  -10, Norway1 ~ a j o r - ~ e n e r a l  R a f a e l  Angel Va le  Huer t a ,  M i l i t a r y  
Adv i se r ,  Permanent Miss ion  o f  Venezuela t o  t h e  Un i t ed  Na t ions .  The m i s s i o n  was 
a s s i s t e d  by Mr.  Benon Sevan,  D i r e c t o r  i n  t h e  Un i t ed  N a t i o n s  S e c r e t a r i a t r  and 
Mr. Francesc  V e n d r e l l ,  S e n i o r  P o l i t i c a l  A f f a i r s  O f f i c e r .  The t w o  S e c r e t a r i a t  
o f f i c i a l s  were temporar  i l y  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  O f f  ice of t h e  Under - S e c r e t a r  ies-Gener a 1  
f o r  S p e c i a l  P o l i t i c a l  A f f a i r s  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  mis s ion .  

9.  The mis s ion  assembled  i n  Geneva on 8 Janua ry  1985,  where it met 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  d i s p a t c h e d  by t h e  Government o f  I r a q  and t h e  Government o f  I r a n ,  
who e l a b o r a t e d  on t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  Governments. I t  also met 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 8  o f  ICRC. The m i s s i o n  v i s i t e d  I r a q  from 11 to 17 J a n u a r y ,  and 
proceeded t o  I r a n ,  where i t  remained from 1 8  t o  25 J a n u a r y .  I t  t hen  proceeded t o  
Vienna ,  where it p r e p a r e d  a j o i n t  r e p o r t ,  which i t  s u b m i t t e d  to t h e  
Sec re t a ry -Genera l  on  9 February  1985. 

10 .  The Sec re t a rk -Genera l  w i s h e s  t o  p l a c e  on r e c o r d  h i s  d e e p  a p p r e c i a t i o n  to t h e  
member8 o f  t h e  m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  e f f i c i e n t ,  d e d i c a t e d  and t i r e l e s s  manner i n  which 
t h e y  d i s c h a r g e d  t h e i r  a s s ignmen t  d e s p i t e  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  time and r e s o u r c e s ,  and  
o f t e n  under d i f f i c u l t  c o n d i t i o n s .  

11, In t r a n s m i t t i n g  t h e  annexed r e p o r t  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l ,  t h e  
Sec re t a ry -Genera l  s a n n o t  b u t  e x p r e s s  b i s  d e e p  dismay and conce rn  t h e  t t h e  unanimous 
f i n d i n g 8  of t h e  m i s s i o n  i n d i c a t e  t h a c  t h e  fundamenta l  p u r p o s e s  t h a t  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community set i t se l f  in  a d o p t i n g  i n  1949 t h e  T h i r d  Geneva Convent ion  
r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  Trea tmen t  o f  P r i s o n e r s  o f  War a r e  n o t  b e i n g  f u l f i l l e d .  

12 .  Ae h e  h a 8  s t r e e s e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  e a r l i e r  i n i t i a t i v e s  and  i n q u i r i e s  which 
h e  had u n d e r t a k e n ,  and which were  e q u a l l y  m o t i v a t e d  by a s e n s e  o f  h u m a n i t a r i a n  
conce rn ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  a t t a c h e l :  paramount impor t ance  t o  t h e  s t r i c t  
obee rvance  o f  a l l  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  and  r u l e s  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n d u c t .  The 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  is conv inced  t h a t  any b reach  o f  such  p r i n c i p l e s  and  norms, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  i t  c o n t i n u e s  to o c c u r ,  would have  a c o r r o s i v e  e f f e c t  t h a t  c o u l d  
undermine t h e  e n t i r e  f a b r i c  o f  a c c e p t e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  o f  c o n d u c t .  
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l .  For t h ~ s  r eason  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  1s convrnced ,  i n  t h i s  situation and In  
t h e  l l y h t  of t h e  p r e s e n t  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  T h i r d  Geneva Convent ion  must 
be r e s t o r e d .  T h i s  c a n  b e s t  be a c h l e v e d  i f  ICRC, which s i n c e  t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  
h o s t i l i t i e s  has  c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  e n v l s a q e d  for humanitarian o r g a n i z a t i o n *  
i n  t h d t  Convent ion ,  1s enab led  to c o n t i n u e  t h e m  f u n c t i o n s  on t h e  b a s i s  of  m u t u a l l y  
a g r e e d  a r  ranqements which would p r e v e n t  f u t u r e  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n q s  and p e r m i t  it to 
d i s c h a r q e  ~ t s  h u m a n i t a r i a n  d u t i e s  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  and r e l l e f  to p r i s o n e r e  o f  
war. F u r t h e r ,  i t  is Impor t an t  t h a t  t h e  Government o f  I r a n  and  t h e  Government of 
I r a q ,  one  havinq  r e q u e s t e d  and t h e  o t h e r  having  a c c e p t e d  t h e  m i s s i o n ,  pay close 
heed to  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  and  recomnrendat.ions made i n  t h e  m i s s i o n ' s  r e p o r t .  

1 4 .  I n  t h r s  c o n t e n t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  f e e l s  it is incumbent upon him to r e c a l l  
h i s  n o t e  v e r b a l e  of  26 J u n e  1984 (S/16648) a d d r e s s e d  to a l l  Member a n d  Obse rve r  
S t a t e s  p a r t i e s  to  t h e  Geneva Convent ione .  I n  it, h e  u n d e r s c o r e d  t h e  v i t a l  
impor tance  of e n s u r  i nq  t h e  obee rvance  o f  t h e  p r i n c  i p l e e  embodied i n  t h o s e  
Convent ions .  I t  1s e s p e c i a l l y  r e l e v a n t  t h a t  t h e  Conven t ions  e n v i s a g e  t h a t  t h e y  
s h a l l  be a p p l l e d  w i t h  t h e  c o - o p e r a t i o n  and u , ~ d e r  t h e  e c r u t l n y  of P r o t e c t i n q  Power5 
whose d u t y  l t  is to s a f e g u a r d  t h e  itdterestr of  t h e  p a r t i e s  to  t h e  c o n f l i c t .  For  
t h i s  r e a s o n ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  urged  t h o s e  States to g i v e  e e r i 0 ~ 8  c o n e i d e r a t i o n  
to  s e r v i n q  a 8  P r o t e c t i n q  Powers who a r e  v e s t e d  w l t h  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  mechanirm 
t o r  e n e u r i n q  t h e  obee rvance  o f  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  Conven t ions .  ICRC would c o n t i n u e  
to  d i s c h a r q e  r t e  human i t a r i an  mandate under t h e  Geneva Convent ione  i n  close 
c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  s u c h  P r o t e c t i n q  Fuwers. The S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  r ema ins  conv inced  
t h a t ,  In t h e  l i q h t  o f  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n 8  and c o n c l u e i o n s  of  t h e  members o f  t h e  
mis s ion  i n  t h e i r  r e p o r t ,  it is v i t a l  t h a t  P r o t e c t i n g  Powers assume t h e  
responsibilities p r e s c r i b e d  f o r  them i n  t h e  Geneva Conven t ions  of  1949 i n  t h e  
c o n t e x t  of t h e  c o n f l i c t  between I r a n  and  I r a q .  

15. T h l s  beinq s a l d ,  l t  i e  s e l f - e v l d e n t  t h a t  no e t f o r t  shou ld  be s p a r e d  to 
a m e l l o r a t e  o r  end  t h e  continuing e u f f a r l n g  o f  a b o u t  60,000 p r i s o n e r s  ot war,  many 
incarcerated t o r  y e a r s ,  which r s  of  immediate c o n c e r n  to t h e  international 
community. The S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  is of  t h e  vrew t h a t ,  I n  a d d i t i o n  to compl i ance  
w l t h  t h e  term6 o f  t h e  T h ~ r d  Geneva Convsn t ion ,  an e f f e c t ~ v a  approach  would be to 
~ e e k  an exchanqe o t  a t  l e a s t  c e r t a r n  d e t i n e d  categories of p r i s o n e r s  of  war on t h e  
b a e ~ s  o t  u n d e r s t a n d l n q s  t.o be promoted w i t h  t h e  two Governments concerned .  The 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  1s f u l l y  p repa red  to  a c t i v e l y  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  f e a e i b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  
p r o p o s a l ,  I €  both Governments i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  r e c e p t i v i t y  to it. 

l b .  Such a n  a t t e m p t  becomes v i t a l ,  s i n c e  it ~ I I  evident .  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t ,  d e e p i t 0  
t h e  r e s t r a i n t  of its terms, c o m p e l l i n g l y  conveys  t h e  t r a g e d y  o f  t e n s  o f  t housands  
of men, m e t  of them y o u t h f u l ,  l o e i n g  some o f  t h e  f i n e s t  y e a r s  of t h e i r  l i v e a  i n  
s u f f e r i n g  and c a p t i v i t y ,  a  t r a g i c  s i t u a t i o n  magn i f i ed  by t h e  a n g u i r h  o f  t h e i r  
f a m r l i e s .  These u n f o r t u n a t e  men, i a o l a t e d  and u n c e r t a i n  o f  t h e i r  f a t e ,  who a p p e a l  
f o r  freedom and r e t u r n  to  t h e i r  homes, u n d e r s c o r e  t h e  human d imension  o f  t h e  cort 
of war. The Sec re t a ry -Genera l  is conv inced  more a t r o n g l y  t h a n  e v e r  t h a t  t h e i r  
p l r q h t ,  and o t h e r  e u f t e r i n q  a€ f e c t i n q  b o t h  c o m b a t a n t e  and  c i v i l i a n s ,  c a n  be ended 
e f f e c t i v e l y  o n l y  by t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  r u i n o u s  c o n f l i c t  t h a t  c o n t i n u e 8  to  
i n f l i c t  a heavy t o l l  on t h e  human a s e e t s ,  and  also t h e  m a t e r i a l  r e e o u r c e e ,  o f  t h e w  
two c o u n t r i e e .  H e  r e i t e r a t e s ,  once  a g a i n ,  h i s  r e a d i n e s e  to  h e l p  i n  any endeavour  
t h a t  w i l l  b r i n q  peace  to t h e  p e o p l e  of I r a n  and I r a q .  
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

9 February 1985 

S i r ,  

We have the honour to submit herewith our repclrt on the enquiry w h i c h  you 
requested u s  t o  undertake concerning ce r t a in  aspects  of the s i t u a t i o n  of 
prisonere-of-war and c i v i l i a n  detainees in the c o n f l i c t  bet reen Iran and Iraq. 

We v i s i t e d  I raq  £ram 11 t o  1 7  January 1985 and Iran from 18 t o  25 January 1985 
for the  purpose of exchanging view8 w i t h  the  respective Governments and carrying 
out on-eite observation and interviews, pa r t i cu la r ly  i n  prisoner-of-war camps, i n  
the respective countr ies .  The report  was prepared following our return t o  Vienna. 
Although we were appointed in our individual capac i t i e s ,  we agreed to work together 
a s  a team and our conclusione were reached unanimouely. 

We would l i k e  t o  record our eincere thanke t o  the  Government of the Republic 
of I raq  and the Government of the  Ielamic Republic of Iran for the  co-operation and 
assietance they provided t o  the  mission during its s tay  i n  each country. 

Our thanke a r e  due a l s o  t o  the In ternat ional  Committee of the  Red Cross for 
the relevant  information which it made avai lable  t o  the mission. 

We a l s o  w i s h  t o  express our deep appreciat ion for  the  a s s i s t ance  we received 
fran members of the Secre ta r i a t  of the  United Nations, pa r t i cu la r ly  
Mt. Benon Sevan, Director,  and Hr. Rancesc  Vendrell, Senior P o l i t i c a l  Affa i rs  
Off icer ,  who accompanied the  miseion and provided it neceesary support throughout 
i t 8  work. 

Last ly,  we wiah, W .  Secretary-General, t o  express our g r a t i t u d e  t o  you for 
the con£ idenco you have reposed in u s .  

Yours s ince re ly ,  

(Signed) Dr. Wolfram Karl 

Dr. Torkel Opsahl 

na jor-(;eneral Rafael Angel v a l e  Huerta 
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A. Mandate 

l. The Secretary-General requested us t o  inquire into the incident which occurred 
on 10 October 1984 in the camp for I raqi  prisoners of war, located e t  Gorgan, Iran, 
and also t o  report t o  him on other concern8 that  the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and the Government of the Republic of Iraq had expressed regarding 
the situation of prisoners of war (POWs) and civi l ian detainees. In carrying out 
th i s  task we were requested t o  ascertain, as  far a s  feasible, the facts  and 
circumstances of the incident a t  Gorgan and seek t o  determine the factual basis for 
the other concerns expressed by the two Governments. 

B. Scope and methods of work 

2. We assembled in Geneva on 8 January 1985 t o  discuss the scope of our 
ac t i v i t i e s  and the methods of work. Although we were appointed by the 
Secretary-General in our individual capacities,  we agreed t o  work as  a team and t o  
submit, on the basis of our independent inquiry, a joint report t o  the 
Secretary-General which would be factuai, &jectiva and as  comprehensive as  time 
and resources permitted. 

3 ,  It was further agreed that ,  in carrying out the tasks entrusted t o  u s ,  we 
would bear in mind the exceptional circumstances under which the mission had been 
decided upon and the necessity t o  observe s t r i c t l y  the parameters s e t  out in its 
mandate. In particular,  we agreed t o  bear in mind the role of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross ( ICRC) ,  on which the United Nations has consistently 
relied t o  undertake responsibili t ies relating t o  FWs, in accordance with the Third 
Geneva Convention relat ive t o  the Treatment of Prieoners of War. However, we f e l t  
that the mandate that we received from the Secretary-General required us t o  l i s ten  
ful ly  t o  the concerns expressed and the representations made by both Governments 
regarding the treatment of WWs. We decided further that the Geneva Conventions 
would not, a s  such, be used as  a framework for the conduct of our inquiries, except 
a s  standard reference material. 

4. In order t o  carry out our inquiriee, we adopted, as  required, the following 
approaches% 

(a) Interviews would be held with of f ic ia l s  of Me two Governments concerned, 
w i t h  a view to  obtaining information regarding the policy of each Government 
towards the P O W s  under its jurisdiction as well as  its responses and comments t o  
each of the concerns expressed by the other Governmentt 

(b) V i s i t s  would be paid t o  POW camps, in order t o  conduct on-site inquiries, 
including interviews w i t h  Government and military of f ic ia l s  as  well as  o f f i c i a l s  in 
charge of the camps visited, tours of the camps and observation of conditions, and 
interviews w i t h  prisoners of war, with a view to  obtaining information regarding 
specif ic  conditions in the camps1 

(c) mcuments and reports made available t o  the mission by the two 
Governments would be carefully studied and taken into account. 
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C. I t i n e r a r y  

5. While i n  Geneva before  proceeding to I r a q  and I r a n ,  by p r i o r  arrangement wi th  
t h e  two Governments, we met a t  t h e  P a l a i s  d e s  Nations with t h e  representatives s e n t  
by t h e  Governments of  I r a n  and I r a q ,  who provided us  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  information a s  
w e l l  a s  supplementary documentation regard ing  t h e  s p e c i a l  concerkrs t h a t  had been 
expressed by t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  Governments. We a l s o  met with t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Of 
ICRC,  who provided us with information t h a t  was r e l e v a n t  to our  i n q u i r i e s .  

6 .  Immediately a f t e r  our  meetings i n  Geneva, and i n  accordance with t h e  
agreements with t h e  two Governments, we v i s i t e d  I r a q  f o r  s i x  days from 11 to 
17 January and then I r a n  f o r  seven days from 18 to  25 January 1985, coxnmencing our  
work i n  I r a n  by i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  Gorgan. 

7. We then proceeded t o  Vienna t o  p repare  our  r e p o r t .  whi le  i n  Vienna, w e  he ld  a 
f u r t h e r  mee'.ing with a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  ICRC, i n  o rder  t o  seek c l a r i f i c a t i o n  on 
c e r t a i n  p o i n t s  a r i s i n g  from our  i n q u i r i e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  concerned. 

8. The chronology o f  t h e  m i s s i o n ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  is reproduced i n  appendix V11 t o  
t h e  p resen t  r e p o r t .  

D. Technica l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  inqui ry  

9. we wish t o  n o t e  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  course  of our  v i s i t s  t o  bo th  I r a q  and I r a n ,  we 
rece ived  f u l l  co-operat ion and a s s i s t a n c e  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  our  i n q u i r i e s  from both 
Governments concerned$ a f u l l  programme of  in te rv iews  wi th  competent a u t h o r i t i e s  
and v i s i t s  t o  pr.isoner-of-war camps were arranged w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of the t ime  
a v a i l a b l e ,  and a l l  necessary f a c i l i t i e s  were placed a t  our d i s p o s a l .  We wish t o  
s t r e s s  t h a t  w e  were enabled t o  conduct  in te rv iews  wi th  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war i n  p r i v a t e  
without  t h e  presence of  government witnesses .  

10. We f e e l  bound, none t h e  less, to i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  were some i n h e r e n t  
l i m i t a t i o n s  and c o n s t r a i n t s  to which our  i n q u i r i e s  had t o  be s u b j e c t .  Those 
l i m i t a t i o n s  kept u s  from reaching conc lus ions  concerning some m a t t e r s  and l e d  us ,  
i n  r e s p e c t  of o t h e r s ,  to be  l e s s  c a t e g o r i c a l  i n  o u r  f i n d i n g s  than we might have 
been o therwise ,  a l though,  f o r  reasons  which a l s o  a r e  i n d i c a t e d  below, they were n o t  
such a s  t o  prevent  our  reaching conc lus ions  on most o f  t h e  i s s u e s  r a i s e d .  

11. I t  should be noted t h a t  t h e  l i m i t e d  t ime a t  our  d i s p o s a l  e v i d e n t l y  d i d  n o t  
permit a f u l l e r  and more d e t a i l e d  inquiry.  V i s i t s  to camps had t o  be  b r i e f ,  and 
in te rv iews  with t h e  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war, both i n d i v i d u a l l y  and i n  groups,  were n o t  
always conducted under optimum circumstances.  Nevertheless ,  it is our  cons idered  
judgement t h a t ,  based on c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  were repea ted ly  observed and s t a t e m e n t s  
repea ted ly  heard ,  we were a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  what we b e l i e v e  to be  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  and 
r e l i a b l e  p i c t u r e .  A more d e t a i l e d  account ,  i n  our  view, would not  be  e s s e n t i a l  t o  
t h e  f u l f i l m e n t  of t h e  miss ion ' s  mandate. Moreover, a f u l l  and d e t a i l e d  d i s c l o s u r e  
of t h e  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  w e  ob ta ined  and i ts  sources  might endanger a number o f  
unprotected persons. Many WWs conveyed to us  t h e i r  f e a r  o f  r e p r i s a l  i n  t h a t  
regard ,  and evidence concerning p a s t  i n c i d e n t s  c l e a r l y  j u s t i f i e d  t h a t  f e a r .  
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12. Perhaps t h e  one major shortcoming a r i s i n q  from t h e  time l i m i t a t i o n ,  which we 
cons idered  inadvisab le  t o  extend once the  mission had commenced, was the  absence of 
oppor tun i ty  t o  c o n f r o n t  t h e  Government of each count ry  concerned,  wlth t h e  
e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  comments and m a t e r i a l s  c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  country.  

13. We formed t h e  impression t h a t  most of t h e  camps had been prepared,  by t h e  
a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  advance of our v l s i t .  They g e n e r a l l y  gave t h e  appearance of havlnq 
r e c e n t l y  been pu t  i n  meticulous o r d e r ,  and a p p a r e n t l y  f r e s h l y  brought-in p r o v i s i o n s  
and equipment were i n  evidence. Tha t  impression was ccnfirmed by t h e  test imony of 
t h e  WWs, who a l s o  t o l d  us  a t  some camps t h a t  c e r t a i r i  of  t h e i r  number hati been 
t r a n s f e r r e d  immediately before our  v i a i t ,  a practirze which tiiey s a i d  was f requent .  
In  sane camps, s e c u r i t y  measures taken by t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  while  understandable a s  
a n e c e s s i t y ,  a f f e c t e d  t h e  spontane i ty  of our c Q n t a c t  with POWs. 

14. The POWs whom we interviewed o f t e n  were understandably i n  a h igh ly  emotional  
s t a t e ,  which d i d  not  a l low u s  much oppor tun i ty  f o r  cross-examination about  
e s s e n t i a l  d e t a i l s ,  and occas iona l ly  what they seid was c l e a r l y  exaggerated Or 
represen ted  s t e r e o t y p e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e i r  own p e r c e p t i o n s  o r  exper iences  - a common 
r e a c t i o n  i n  c o n f l i c t  a r e a s .  Some of t h e  information t h a t  they conveyed was hearsay  
r a t h e r  t h a n  a f i r s t -hand  account. A f u r t h e r  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  communication, which 
a l s o  a f f e c t e d  our  in te rv iews  wi th  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  was t h e  lack  of p r e c i s e  d a t e s ,  
owing to t h e  time t h a t  had e lapsed  s i n c e  c e r t a i n  e v e n t s  and t h e  use of d i f f e r e n t  
c a l e n d a r s .  

15. I n  in te rv iewing  t h e  POWs, we c o n s t a n t l y  bore i n  mind t h a t  they were men who 
f e l t  under t h e  t o t a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  adversa ry  Power under whose a u t h o r i t y  they were 
being d e t a i n e d  and whose conduct was being examined. Tbs POWs who recounted t h e l r  
exper iences  o f t e n  appeared f e a r f u l .  Yet,  r epea ted ly ,  they gave us  i n  p r i v a t e ,  
e rne t imes  i n  g r e a t  d e t a i l ,  accounts  c o n t r a d i c t i n g  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  
o f  t rea tment  g iven  by t h e  de ta in ing  a u t h o r i t i e s  and t h e i r  d e n i a l  of  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  
of s e r i o u e  problems. They a l s o  t o l d  us  about  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  were s a i d  t o  
have taken p lace  i n  t h e  camps i n  t h e  pas t .  For obvious reasons,  such in format ion  
Could no t ,  i n  t h e  circumstances,  always be confronted wi th  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
information.  C r i t i c a l  comments by t h e  WWs, however, were g iven  c r e d i b i l i t y  by 
t h e i r  r e p e t i t i o n  and s i m i l a r i t y ,  and t o  sane  e x t e n t  were cor robora ted  by our  own 
observa t ions  of t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  camps. 

E. Organizat ion of  t h e  r e p o r t  

16.  In  t h e  p r e s e n t  repor t ,  o u r  f i n d i n g s  and observa t ions  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  
t h a t  took p l a c e  a t  Gorgan Camp on 10 October 1984 a t e  d e a l t  with s e p a r a t e l y  i n  
c h a p t e r  I below. The accounts  of o u r  v i s i t s  t o  I raq  and t o  I r a n ,  exc lus ive  of 
Gorqan Camp, a r e  contained i n  c h a p t e r s  I1 and 111. Also addressed i n  each of  t h e s e  
t w o  c h a p t e r s  a r e  t h e  s p e c i a l  concerns of t h e  o t h e r  Government t h a t  we conveyed t o  
t h e  h o s t  Government, toge ther  wi th  t h e  responses and comments of t h e  hos t  
Government and our  awn f i n d i n q s  and observa t ions .  

17. I n  o rder  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e i r  examination, a number of  r e l a t e d  concerns 
expressed by each Government have been grouped t o g e t h e r  f o r  t rea tment .  The lists 
Of s p e c i f i c  concerns t ransmi t ted  by t h e  Governments of t h e  I s lamic  Republic of I r a n  
and o f  I r a q  a r e  reproduced i n  appendices I and 11, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

18. The f i r .a l  chap te r  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  r e p o r t  c o n t a i n s  our  g e n e r a l  observations, 
conc lus ions  and recommendations regarding t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of p r i soners  of war i n  both 
c o u n t r i e s .  

/... 
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I. THE INCIDENT AT GORGAN CAMP 

A. Background 

19. Gorgan Camp is p a r t  of  a m i l i a r y  g a r r i s o n  s i t u a t e d  wi th in  t h e  c i t y  o f  Gorgan, 
381 km nor th-eas t  o f  Teheran, c l o s e  t o  t h e  Caspian Sea. A t  t h e  t ime o f  t h e  
i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  number of  PWs i n t e r n e d  t h e r e  was 3,418. The Camp c o n s i s t s  o f  
22 d o r m i t o r i e s ,  each accommodating between 160 and 260 POWs, d i v i d e d  i n t o  four  
s e c t i o n s .  Of t h e s e ,  s e c t i o n s  1, 2 and 3,  which housed a p p r o x i m t e l y  
3,000 p r i s o n e r s ,  were intercommunicable and had a c c e s s  t o  che c e n t r a l  yard o f  t h e  
Camp. The r e s t  of  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  were housed i n  s e c t i o n  4 and d i d  not  enjoy f r e e  
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  yard o r  t o  t h e  o ther  s e c t i o n s  of  t h e  Camp. 

20. The Minis te r  of  Foreign A f f a i r s  of  I r a q ,  i n  a l e t t e r  d a t e d  25 October 1984 
addressed t o  t h e  Secretary-General  (S/16799, annex) ,  charged t h a t  on 
10 October 1984: 

" t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  were g u i l t y  o f  a f r e s h  cr ime a g a i n s t  I r a q i  p r i s o n e r s  
he ld  by them, when t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  opened f i r e  on t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  in  Korkan [S&] camp, k i l l i n g  or  i n j u r i n g  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  number o f  
them. The crime took p l a c e  no twi ths tand ing  t h e  presence of a mission o f  t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Committee of t h e  Red Cross a t  the campn. 

The F o r ~ i g n  Minis te r  requested t h e  Secretary-General to appoin t  a mission t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

21. In  rep ly  t o  t h e  I r a q i  charge,  t h e  Permanent Represen ta t ive  o f  t h e  Islamic 
Republic of  I r a n  to t h e  United Nations i n  a l e t t e r  da ted  7 November 1984 addressed  
t o  t h e  Secretary-General  (A/39/639-S/16820), reques ted  t h a t  t h e  ICRC r e p o r t  on t h e  
i n c i d e n t  be c i r c u l a t e d  a s  a document of t h e  General Assembly and t h e  S e c u r i t y  
Counci l  and s t a t e d :  

"Though t o o  s u c c i n c t  t o  accommodate some important  f a c t s  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  the 
r e p o r t  does c l e a r l y  show t h e  base lessness  of  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  made by t h e  I r a q i  
Foreign Minister" .  

B. Sources o f  information 

22. Our f i n d i n g s  on t h e  Gorgan i n c i d e n t  a r e  based pr imar i ly  on t h e  fo l lowing  
sources:  

(a)  The o f f i c i a l  ICRC r e p o r t  annexed t o  the l e t t e r  of 7 November 1984 from 
t h e  Permanent Representat ive of  t h e  Islamic Republic o f  I r a n  to t h e  United Nations 
r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  paragraph 21 above (see a l s o  appendix 111). The i n t e r n a l  ICRC 
r e p o r t  was n o t  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us  under long-standing p o l i c i e s  o f  t h a t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n $  

(b) The o f f i c i a l  I r a n i a n  r e p o r t  on the i n c i d e n t  ( s e e  appendix I V ) t  



S / 1 6 9 6 2  
E n g l i s h  
Page 11 

(c) Other  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s  and s u b m i s s i o n s  by t h e  Governments o f  I r a n  and 
I r a q ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  v i d e o  t a p e  o f  an  I r a n i a n  I11 f i l m  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h r e e  
I r a q i  POWs and c o n s i s t i n g  l a r g e l y  o f  t h e  c o n f e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  seven  f e l l o w  p r i s o n e r s  
accused  o f  k i l l i n g  them, w i t h  an E n g l i s h  summary o f  t h e  t r a n s c r  i p t l  

(d) B r i e f i n g s  by ICRC i n  Geneva p r i o r  to o u r  d e p a r t u r e .  In r e s p o n s e  t o  our  
r e q u e s t  t o  i n t e r v i e w  some o f  t h e  ICRC d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  a t  Gorqan on t h e  day  o f  t h e  
i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  ICRC r e p l i e d  t h a t  i t  was n o t  a b l e  to comply, e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  "when 
t h e r e  is a  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  t h e  d e l e g a t e  is n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  i n  f r o n t  of c o u r t s  or  
commissionst  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  t a k e s  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y " ;  

(e )  O r a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  by t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  I r a n  and I r a q ,  bo th  in  
p r e l i m i n a r y  mee t ings  w i t h  u s  i n  Geneva and i n  the c o u r s e  0 5  o u r  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  two 
coun t r  i e s  ; 

(£1 S t a t e m e n t s  and  answers  by C o l o n e l  Samani,  Commander of  t h e  Gorgan 
G a r r i s o n ,  and  F i r s t  C a p t a i n  H o s s e i n i ,  Commander o f  t h e  GOrgan POW Camp, i n  mee t ings  
w i t h  u s  on 20 J a n u a r y  1985; 

( g )  Hear ings  t h a t  w e  h e l d  i n  p r i v a t e  on t h e  even ing  o f  20 J a n u a r y  1985 w i t h  
t h e  seven  POWs accused  o f  k i l l i n g  t h r e e  f e l l o w  p r i s o n e r s  on  t h e  day of t h e  i n c i d e n t  
and w i t h  two o t h e r  POWs who, a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  I r a n i a n  Government, had g i v e n  n o t e s  
to a n  ICRC d e l e g a t e ;  

( h )  Our o n - s i t e  i n s p e c t i o n  of  t h e  Camp and p r i v a t e  i n t e r v i e w s  wth PCWs 
i n t e r n e d  t h e r e .  

23. We a l s o  took n o t e  o f  c e r t a i n  p u b l i s h e d  m a t e r i a l  on t h e  i n c i d e n t  from I r a n i a n  
and o t h e r  s o u r c e s .  

C. Undisputed  f a c t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  

24 .  Some t ime  between 1115 and 1130 h o u r s ,  l o c a l  t ime ,  on 10 October  1984,  t w o  
p r i s o n e r s  s t a r t e d  a q u a r r e l ,  which was q u i c k l y  j o i n e d  i n  by o t h e r s  i n  t h e  main yard  
o f  t h e  Camp, between t h e  mosque and s e c t i o n  1. V i o l e n c e  fo l lowed  and soon sp read  
t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  Camp, w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  s e c t i o n  4 ,  which ,  a s  a l r e a d y  
i n d i c a t e d ,  was s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s .  The e v e n t  happened i n  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  of  s e v e r a l  ICRC d e l e g a t e s  who were workirrg i n  s e c t i o n  1 a t  t h e  t ime .  The 
ICRC d e l e g a t i o n  had a r r i v e d  i n  Gorgan o n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  day fo r  i ts  f i r s t  v i s i t  and 
had conducted  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  Camp on 9 October w i t h o u t  i n c i d e n t .  The Camp 
Cormander was i n  s e c t i o n  4 i n  t h e  company o f  a n  ICRC d e l e g a t e  and t h u s  n o t  p r e s e n t  
when t h e  f i g h t i n g  b r o k e  o u t .  

25 .  A t t empt s  t o  r e e t o r e  o r d e r  between t h e  t w o  g r o u p s  of p r i s o n e r s  - who w i l l  
henceforward  be r e f e r r e d  to a s  " l o y a l i s t s w  a n d  " b e l i e v e r s "  lJ - went unheeded.  
P r i s o n e r s  f o u g h t  each  o t h e r  w i t h  s t o n e s ,  i r o n  b a r s  a p p a r e n t l y  t a k e n  from b e d s t e a d s ,  
s t i ck s ,  b o a r d s ,  b o t t l e s  and o t h e r  o b j e c t s .  

The t e rms  " l o y a l i s t s "  and ' b e l i e v e r s "  w i l l  b e  used  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  r e p o r t  
fn r  t h e  s a k e  o f  b r e v i t y  and c o n v e n i e n c e ,  t h o s e  b e i n g  two o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  l a b e l s  used  
i n  I r a n  t o  r e f e r  to t h o s e  f a c t i o n s  s u p p o , - t i n q  and t h o s e  oppos ing  t h e  I r a q i  
Government r e s p e c t  i v e l y  . l . .  . 
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2 6 .  Unable to  s t o p  t h e  f i g h i i n g l  t h e  Camp Commander and the guards withdrew from 
t h e  Camp, t ak ing  with them t h e  ICRC d e l e g a t e s l  somt of whom had t o  be rescued by 
means of a l a d d e r ,  s i n c e  they were t o o  f a r  from t h e  Camp g a t e .  The ICRC medical 
doc tor  s tayed  behind i n  t h e  inf i rmary throughout t h e  inc iden t .  Up t o  t h e  t ime t h a t  
they withdrew, n e i t h e r  t h e  Camp a u t h o r i t i e s  nor t h e  guards had been a t t a c k e d .  The 
ICRC d e l e g a t e s  were not a t t a c k e d  a t  any time. 

27. Some t ime l a t e r ,  re inforcements  a r r i v e d .  The Camp Commander, who by then was 
accompanied by t h e  Garr ison Commander, spoke to t h e  POWs through t h e  loudspeaker .  
b u t  apparen t ly  t o  no a v a i l ,  and t h e  r i o t  cont inued unabated. I n  t h e  meantime, a 
l a r g e  number of POWs rushed towards t h e  Camp g a t e  with t h e  apparen t  aim of s torming 
it .  Some of  t h e  guards thrcw tear -gas  c a n i s t e r s  a t  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  b u t  t h e  l a t t e r  
counte r -a t tacked  en m s s e ,  prevent ing t h e  f u r t h e r  use  of t e a r  g a s  o r  t h e  t runcheons 
with which t h e  guards were equipped. Warning s h o t s  were then f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  a i r .  
When those  f a i l e d  t o  calm t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  Gar r i son  Commander gave o r d e r s  CO 

s h o o t  a t  t h e  crowd. The Camp Commander s t a t e d  t h a t  the o r d e r s  were t o  shoot  "below 
t h e  waj s t " ,  b u t  he a l s o  admit ted t h a t  : h e  s o l d i e r s  from t h e  g a r r i s o n  "were no t  
sharpshoote rsm and t h a t  "some might have h i t  higher" .  Some o f  t h e  s h o t s  were f i r e d  
from beyond t h e  g a t e  and t h e  f e n c e  by s o l d i e r s  pos i t ioned  on a l e v e l  with t h e  
pr i s o n e r s  i n s i d e ,  

28. P r e c i s e l y  how long t h e  shoot ing  l a s t e d  was d i f f i c u l t  to determine,  b u t  t h e r e  
was no f i rm i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  shoot ing  went on f o r  longer  than necessary  t o  
r e s t o r e  calm. The s i t u a t i o n  was brought under c o n t r o l  by about  1230 hours. 

29. Nine POWs d ied  a s  a r e s u l t  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  Of <*ese, t h r e e  were k i l l e d  by 
o t h e r  POWs, t h r e e  d ied  immediately from gunshot wounds and t h r e e  o t h e r s  d i e d  
subsequently i n  h o s p i t a l  from t h e  same causes ,  The number of  wounded was 4 7 ,  
according to t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t ,  though we found some disagreement  concerning both 
t h e  number and causes  of i n j u r i e s .  

D. d o n t r o v e r s i a l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  

30. Whereas t h e r e  is s u b s t a n t i a l  agreement as to t h e  b a s i c  f a c t s  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  
disagreement  a r i s e s  concerning its immediate and underlying causes  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of those  causes ,  -%r t icu la r ly  i n  r e s p e c t  of t h e  r o l e  o f  ICRC, 
a g a i n s t  which t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  have l e v e l l e d  s e v e r a l  charges.  

31. m e  of those  charges is t h a t  ICRC was a c t i n g ,  w i l f u l l y  o r  u n w i l f u l l y ,  a s  an 
a g e n t  of the I r a q i  Government. Tha t  accusa t ion  was n o t  made i n  e i t h e r  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
f r a n i a n  r e p o r t  on t h e  i n c i d e n t  or i n  t h e  conversa t ions  t h a t  we he ld  wi th  I r a n i a n  
au thor  i t i e s  f i  .-aughout our s t a y  i n  I ran .  However, p u b l i c  s ta tements  by some 
I r a n i a n  l e a d e r r  as w e l l  as c o m e n t a  i n  t h e  I r a n i a n  media have mentioned it. 
S i m i l a r  a l l e g a t i o n s  were made by some " b e l i e v e r s w  w i t h  whom w e  spoke, and we a l s o  
n o t i c e d  them i n  some o f  the s logans  d i sp layed  i n  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  POW camps. The ICRC 
d e l e g a t e s  themselves s a i d  t h a t  whi le  they v e r e  v i s i t i n g  Gorgan on 9 October, they 
had heard from t h e  camp a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  a runour was going t h e  rounds t o  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h a t  ICRC intended t o  make up a list o f  names o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  two 
opposing f a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  camps. W e  were n o t  g iven ,  nor did  we come a c r o s s ,  any 
document o r  o t h e r  information which could  lend  any support  to such an a l l e g a t i o n .  
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32. I t  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e  ICRC v i s i t s  on o c c a s i o n  c a u s e  d i s r u p t i o n  i n  
t h e  camps. I n  t h a t  c o n n e c t i o n ,  w e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  a n  i l i d e n t  c o u l d  e a s i l y  be 
s p a r k e d  a e  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  d e e p  a n t a g o n i s m  a n d  t e n s j  h e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  POW 
f a c t i o n s ,  combined  w i t h  t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  t r e a t m e n t  e n l o y e d  by t h e  "be l !evers"  a n d  t h e  
s u s p i c i ~ n  w i t h  which t h e  l a t t e r  v i e w  t h e  p r i v a t e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e i r  r i v a l 9  
a n d  o u t s i d e r s .  An o u t b r e a k ,  i n  o u r  v i e w ,  is a l l  t h e  more a p t  to h a p p e n  when one 
~ i d e   attempt^ t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  o t h e r  from t a l k i n g  p r i v a t e l y  to  ICRC d e l e g a t e s  a n d  
s u s p e c t s  t h e  l a t t e r  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  names o f  POWS o p p o s e d  to t h e  I r a q i  Government .  

33. The o f f i c i a l  ~ r a n i a n  report on Gorgan a s  w e l l  a s  s e v e r a l  1 r a n i a n  o f f i c i a l s  
h a v e  s u q g e u t e d  t h a t  i n  h i s  o p e n i n g  s p e e c h ,  d e l i v e r e d  o n  9 O c t o b e r  t o  t h e  a s s e m b l e d  
W e ,  t h e  IcRC r e p r e s e ~ ~ t a t i v e  had blamed p a s t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  b e t w e e n  ICRC a n d  t h e  
I r a n i a n  Government  f o r  t h e i r  d e l a y  i n  v i s i t i n g  t h e  Camp. 

3 4 .  ICRC t o l d  u s  t h a t  t h e  s p e e c h  was o f  a t a n d a r d  c o n t e n t ,  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  p u r p o s e  
o f  t h e  v i s i t  and  t h e  method o f  w o r k ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  T h i r d  Geneva 
C o n v e n t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  d e l a y  h a d  b e e n  h i n t e d  a t ,  t h e  words  u s e d  
w e r e  to t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a f t e r  some d i f f i c u l t i e s  h a d  b e e n  r e s o l v e d ,  t h e  ICRC had  
been  a b l e  t o  cane to - rgan)  b u t  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  n o  e x p l i c i t  r e f e r e n c e  to  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  those d i f f i c u l t i e s  r e l a t e d  to d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h  t h e  I r a n i a n  Government .  

35. The m i s s i o n  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  which  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  s p e e c h  is  
a c c e p t e d  a s  a c c u r a t e ,  n e i t h e r  c o u l d ,  by i t s e l f ,  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  r  iot , 
though  g i v e n  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  a t m o s p h e r e ,  wha t  was s a i d  m i q h t  h a v e  b e e n  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  
o r  m i s i n t e r p c e t e d  by t h e  camp a u t h o r i t i e s  o r  by some o f  t h e  POWs. 

36. I n  b o t h  t h e  o f f i c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t  r e p o r t  a n d  s t a t e m e n t s  from s e v e r a l  I r a n i a n  
o f f i c i a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Camp Commander, i t  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  q u a r r e l  
be tween  t h e  t w o  p r i s o n e r s  which  s p a r k e d  t h e  w h o l e  i n c i d e n t  was c a u s e d  by t h e  a c t i o n  
o f  a n  ICRC d e l e g a t e  who a c c e p t e d  from o n e  POW a l i s t  o f  " a n t i - B a a t h i a t "  POWs to b e  
c o n v e y e d  to  t h e  I r a q i  Gove tnment .  The o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  s t a t e s 8  " T h i s  a c t i o n  
c r e a t e d  s l r e p i c i o n  w i t h  a number o f  mWs. One P O W  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
demandina to  see t h e  n o t e .  The  ICRC r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f l a t l y  r e f u s e d  to  comply a n d  
s u b s e q u e n t l y  a  h e a t e d  a r g u m e n t  e r u p t e d " ,  f r ~ m  which  f i g h t i n g  d e v e l o p e d  and  s p r e a d  
to t h e  w h o l e  camp. 

37. We c o n s i d e r  t h a t  s u c h  a c t i o n  by a n  lCRC d e l e g a t e ,  h a d  i t  t a k e n  p l a c e ,  m i g h t  
h a v e  g i v o n  r e a s o n s  t o  t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  to  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  " I C R C  h a s  e n g a g e d  
i n  e s p i o n a g e  o n  b e h a l f  o f  I r a q " .  The c h a r g e  is a l l  the more s e r i o u s  i n  t h a t  
r i g h t l y  or w r o n g l y ,  i t  is w i d e l y  h e l d  by I r a n i a n s  t h a t  t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  
v i e w i n g  o n e  f a c t i o n  o f  pOld8 a s  t r a i t o r e ,  would t a k e  m e a e u r e s  a g a i n s t  them o r  t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s  i f  a list o f  t h e i r  names w e r e  to come i n t o  t h e i r  h a n d s .  However,  i f  t h i s  
w e r e  eo, t h e  same e e r i o u s  c o n o e q u e n c e e  f o r  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  m i g h t  a lso r e s u l ,  f rom 
the f r e q u e n t  showing  o n  I r a n i a n  t e l e v i s i o n  o f  I r a q i  POWs a t  p r a y e r  m e e t i n g s ,  
s h o u t i n g  a n t i - I r a q i  s l o g e n s  and  e n g a g i n g  i n  s i m i l a r  a c t i v i t i e s .  

38.  W e t h e r  t h e r e  i e  a n y  f a c t u a l  b a e i s  f o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c h a r g e  l e v e l l e d  a g a i n s t  
ICRC was t h e r e f o r e  v e r y  t h o r o u g h l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by ue .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d ,  f i r s t ,  
t h a t  n o  I r a n i a n  o f f i c e r  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  s u p p o s e d  e p i s o d e  a n d ,  s e c o n d ,  t h a t  a  l a r g e  
number o f  POHs i n t e r v i e w e d  i n  t h e  Camp t o l d  u e  t h a t  n o  e u c h  i n c i d e n t  h a d  t a k e n  
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p l a c e .  T h i r d ,  we i n t e r v i e w e d  t h e  POWs who had e a r l i e r  a d m i t t e d  t o  havinq  pas sed  
such  n o t e s  to  t h e  ICRC d e l e g a t e  on  t h a t  day.  One o f  t h e  two P O W  was t h e  pe r son  
named i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  whose a c t i u n  is c l a imed  by t h e  Government t o  have  
spa rked  t h e  f i g h t .  The o t h e r  was i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  v i d e o  f i l m ,  where he  a d m i t t e d  
to having  g i v e n  a  c e r t a i n  d e l e g a t e  a  l i t  of " f o u r  namesn. The i r  t e s t imony  appea red  
t o  be f lawed and d i d  n o t  h e l p  much to c l a r i f y  m a t t e r s .  

39. We a l s o  found c e r t a i n  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
supposed  l i s t .  In r e s p o n s e  t o  o u r  q u e s t i o n s , '  i t  was e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were  
a c t u a l l y  supposed  t o  have been two d i f f e r e n t  n o t e s  passed, o n l y  c n e  o f  which caused  
t h e  u p r o a r .  There  were  a l s o  d i f f e r e n t  v e r s i o n s  a s  t o  what  had happened t o  t h e  
a l l e g e d  l i s t s  one  t h a t  i t  had been  t a c i t l y  pocketcd  by t h e  d e l e g a t e ,  a n o t h e r  t h a t  
i t  had been t a k e n  back f o r c i b l y  by a second m, who sna tched  it from t h e  
d e l e g a t e ' s  hand and t o r e  i t  up, and a  t h i r d  t h a t  t h e  POW who had g iven  the ICRC 
d e l e g a t e  t h e  paper had sna t ched  i t  back and t o r n  i t  up ,  nswal lowing down h a l f  of 
t h e  p a p e r n .  

40 .  ICRC, f o r  i t s  p a r t ,  h a s  d e n i e d  t h a t  any o f  i ts d e l e g a t e s  r e c e i v e d  o r  would 
eve r  have  a c c e p t e d  any document whatsoever  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  well-known o f f  i c i c , l  forms 
used  fo r  messages.  I t s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  to  i ts  d e l e g a t e s  on t h a t  p o i n t  were ,  and a r e ,  
v e r y  f i r m ,  s i n c e  any v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h a t  r u l e  would endanger  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  
work. According  to ICRC, t h e  o n l y  m a t e r i a l s  c a r r i e d  by i t e  d e l e g a t e s  on t h a t  day  
were  t h e i r  own n o t e s  o r  no tebooks  fo r  c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r t q u i r e d  under t h e  
Geneva Convent ion  d u r i n g  v i s i t s .  We were t o l d ,  however, t h a t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  
enouinq  t u r m o i l ,  some o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  had had t h e i r  own p a p e r s  s n a t c h e d  from 
p hem. O t h e r s  h a 3  l o s t  t h e i r  p,?pers  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c l i m b i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  Camp, 
p a p e r s  which t h e y  never  r e c o v e r e d .  The d e l e g a t e s  had l a t e r  been s e a r c h e d  b o d i l y  by 
t h e  Camp a u t h o r i t i e s ,  and t h e i r  motor v e h i c l e  had a l s o  been s e a r c h e d .  No 
compromising e v i d e n c e  had been  found,  and none was p r e s e n t e d  t o  us. 

41. We a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  p h y s i c a l  desc r  . p t i o n  of  t h e  d e l e g a t e  s u s p e c t e d  of 
hav ing  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a l l e g e d  l i s t  conveyed t o  t h e  mis s ion  i n  w r g a n  and t h e  name 
s u g g e s t e d  d i d  n o t  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  any  of  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  who, a c c o r d i n g  to  ICRC, had  
a c t u a l l y  been i n t e r v i e w i n g  p r i s o n e r s .  ICRC informed u s  t h a t  t h e  d e l e g a t e  i n  
q 3 e s t i o n  had been  c a r r y i n g  o u t  ano the r  f u n c t i o n ,  t h a t  o f  o b s e r v i n g  mater  is1 
c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  Camp. He had n o t  been speak ing  w i t h  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  b u t  t a k i n g  
n o t e s  on h i e  o b e e r v a t i o n s ,  somewhat away from t h e  s p o t  where t h e  f g h t i n g  had 
e r u p t e d .  We f u r t h e r  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  l is t  e p i s o d e  seems t o  
have  been  made mane time a f t e r  t h e  even t .  

4 2 ,  We n o t e  t h e  a b s e n c e  of r e l i a b l e  and c o n s i s t e n t  e v i d e n c e  to  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  any 
ICRC d e l e g a t e  r e c e i v e d  any n o t e  o r  l is t ,  a s  a l l e g e d ,  and c o n s i d e r  i t  more l i k e l y  
t h a t  the q u a r r e l  e r u p t e d  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  s u s p i c i o n 6  h e l d  by o n e  p r i s o n e r  a b o u t  
the k ind  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  g i v e n  by t h e  o t h e r  t o  t h e  ICRC d e l e g a t e ,  a s  some POW6 t o l d  
u s ,  o r  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a t t e m p t  by o n e  BOW t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  o t h e r  from s p e a k i n g  to 
t h e  d e l e g a t e .  The v e r s i o n s  abou t  a  'paper" c o u l d  h a v e  a r  i e e n  from a  rumour s p r e a d  
by e r n e  POW8 o r  a m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  in v iew o f  the f a c t  t h a t  some of t h e  d e l e g a t e ' s  
p a p e r s  were  lost o r  f o r c i b l y  sna t ched  by POWs d u r i n g  t h e  t u r m o i l .  

43 .    he s u g g e s t i o n  was a l s o  made t h a t  o n e  ICRC d e l e g a t e  had a c t u a l l y  encouraged 
the f i g h t i n g  t h a t  b roke  o u t .  According to h e a r s a y ,  r e f e r r e d  to by t h e  Camp 
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Commander, one  ICRC d e l e g a t e ,  a f t e r  t h e  q u a r r e l  between t h e  two POW8 had s t a r t e d ,  
hbd made a  g e s t u r e  w i t h  h i s  hands which was i n t e r p r e t e d  by t h e  g u a r d  who w i t n e s s e d  
i t  a s  a  s i c n  to t h e  W s  t o  f i g h t  each  o t h e r .  We watched t h e  Commander i m i t a t e  t h e  
g e s t u r e  b u t  its supposed  meaning was n o t  c l e a r  L. us .  According to ICRC, o n e  of 
i ts  d e l e g a t e s  nea r  t h e  f e n c e  d i d  make a g e s t u r e  i n  s i g n a l  to t h e  g u a r d s  o u t s i d e  t o  
a v o i d  s h o o t i n g .  A t  any r a t e ,  even i f  some g e s t u r e s  may s i g n i f y  o p p o ~ i t e  t h i n g s  
among d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s ,  none of t h e  POW8 with whom we met i n  o u r  t o u r  o f  t h e  Camp 
mentioned any g e s t u r e  by any ICRC d e l e g a t e  a s  hav ing  had any impact - n e g a t i v e  o r  
p o s i t i v e  - in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  f i q h t i n g .  Moreover,  i n  ou r  view, i t  is i m p l a u s i b l e  
t h a t  e i t h e r  of  t h e  two groups  c o u l d  have  been encouraged by a s i g n a l  from an ICRC 
d e l e g a t e  to  s t a r t  f i g h t i n g .  

4 4 .  Another c o n t r o v e r s i a l  p o i n t  r e l a t e s  to  t h e  numbers o f  pc i s o n e r s  i n j u r e d  i n  t h e  
i n c i d e n t .  As mentioned e a r l i e r ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  I r a n i a n  r e p o r t  s t a t e s  t h a t  a t o t a l  o f  
4 7  p r i s o n e r s  were wounded d u r i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  and  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of  o n e  
w o u ~ ~ d e d  P m ,  whose l e g  had t o  be  ampu ta t ed ,  " t h e  r e s t  i n c u r r e d  minor i n j u r i e s "  and 
" a f t e r  r e c o v e r i n g  i n  a  s h o r t  t i m e  were r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  campn. Though i t  was n o t  
e x p l i c i t l y  s t a t e d ,  it was c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  4 7  men had s u f f e r e d  i n j u r i e s  s e v e r e  enough 
t o  m e r i t  t h e i r  t r a n s f e r  t o  h o s p i t a l .  The ICRC m e d i c a l  d o c t o r ,  who v i s i t e d  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  on 11 Oc tobe r ,  r e p o r t e d  hav ing  s e e n  35 wounded. 

4 5 .  The POWtt whom we i n t e r v i e w e d  i n  t h e  Camp r e p o r t e d  t h a t ,  a p a r t  from t h o s e  
k i l l e d ,  a few hundred had been  i n j u r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  We do n o t  c o n s i d e r  
t h a t  t h i s  is n e c e e s a r i l y  an  impor t an t  d i s c r e p a n c y ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  must  have  been a  
number o f  POW8 h u r t  d u r i n g  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e  - by f e l l o w  p r i s o n e r s  o r ,  p e r h a p s ,  by 
s h o t s  - whose i n j u r i e s  were judged n o t  s e v e r e  enough t o  r e q u i r e  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n .  
The o f f i c i a l  ~ r a n i a n  r e p o r t  s t a t e s  tha t  more pOWs *rere t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  
wounds i n f l i c t e d  by o t h e r  POWs than  by g u n s h o t ,  b u t  we have  had no  means of  
ver  l f y  ing t h a t  c l a i m .  

E. Other  a e p e c t s  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  

4 6 .  We were shown p i c t u r e s  of t h r e e  d e a d  WWs k i l l e d  by b lows.  The v i c t i m s  a r e  
i d e n t i f i e d  in  t h e  Government 's  r e p o r t ,  which a l s o  c o n t a i n s  a b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  
t h e i r  i n j u r i e s  and c a u s e  of  d e a t h .  T h e i r  b o d i e s  were  a l s o  s e e n  by t h e  ICRC med ica l  
d o c t o r  on l1 Oc tobe r .  From t h e  I r a n i a n  TV v i d e o  t a p e  t h a t  w e  were shown, w i t h  some 
e x p l a n a t i o n s  by t h e  government a u t h o r i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  an  E n g l i s h  summary o f  t h e  
t r t n s c r i p t ,  i t  would seem t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  men had  been k i l l e d  and a n o t h e r  s e r i o u s l y  
i n j u r e d  i n  d o r m i t o r y  N o .  6 i n  s e c t i o n  1 o f  t h e  Camp by POWS who presumably be longed  
t o  t h e  * l o y a l i u t W  f a c t i o n .  The Government h a s  d e s c r i b e d  the accused  as 
" B a a t h i s t s " ,  s even  of whom were  s a i d  to  have  c o n f e s s e d  to t h e  s l a y i n g s  and a r e  t o  
be b rough t  t o  t r i a l .  Those c o n f e s s i o n s  made up  most of t h e  v i d e o  t a p e  f i l m  t h a t  we 
viewed. 

4 7 .  We h e l d  h e a r i n g 8  i n  p r i v a t e  w i t h  each  o f  t h e  s e v e n  accused  men, d d r i n g  which 
they  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  e v e n t ,  w i t h  o n l y  minor d i f f e r e n c e s .  We a l s o  q u e s t i o n e d  them i n  
some d e t a i l  abou t  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  r i o t ,  s u c h  as  t h e  deve lopmen t s  a l r e a d y  
d , e sc r ibed  and t h e i r  p o s s i b l e  c a u s e e ,  and  t h e  measures  t a k e n  by t h e  camp a u t h o r i t i e s .  
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F. Measures t a k e n  by t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  - 
48.  The a u t h o r i t i e s  d i d  n o t  g i v e  u s  any f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  p u n i t i v e  o r  
o t h e r  meaeuree t aken  a f t e r  t h e  r i o t )  b u t  t h e  POW8 t o l d  ue  t h a t  many o f  them - t h e  
minimum f i g u r e  g iven  was 600 - a l l  b e l o n g i n g  to t h e  a l o y a l i a t n  f a c t i o n ,  had 
a f t e r w a r d e  been c o n f i n e d  t o  d o r m i t o r i e s  f o r  a  c o n e i d e r a b l e  t i m e  o r  had b@en 
d e p r i v e d  o f  food o r  wa te r  I 9 r  t h r e e  d a y s  and t h e n  g i v e n  o n l y  o n e  meal a  day .  
c o n s i e t i n g  moet ly  o f  b r e a d  and/or  r i c e  and w a t e r ,  f o r  o n e  month. Many POW8 had 
r e p o r t e d l y  become ill a s  a  r a a u l t .  

49. The camp a u t h o r i t i e s ,  however, d i d  c o n f i r m  t h a t  t h e y  had s e g r e g a t e d  t h e  two 
g roups  o f  p r i s o n e r s  i nvo lved  i n  t h e  r i o t ,  a  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  we o u r e e l v e s  o b s e r v e d .  
We a l s o  no ted  that t h e  s e c t i o n 6  had been d i v i d e d  from each  o t h e r  by f e n c e 8  and 
ba rbed  w i r e .  T h a t  was s a i d  to have made t h e  camp n e e c u r e a  a g a i n .  

G. C o n c l u s i o n s  

50. We h a v e  r eached  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n c l u e i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  Gorgan: 

( a )  I t  caused  t h e  d e a t h s  o f  a t  least  9 p r  i s o n e r e ,  o f  whom 3 d i e d  from 
b e a t i n g s  and  t h e  r e s t  from gunehot  wounds, 4 7  wounded and h o e p i t a l i z e d ,  and a  
l a r g e r  number o f  less s e v e r e l y  i n j u r e d  who were n o t  t r e a t e d  i n  h o e p i t a l .  

(b) The t r o u b l e  began with a  q u a r r e l  between two p r i s o n e r e  b e l o n g i n g  to t h e  
t w a  oppos ing  f a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  Camp, which,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  d i f f e r e d  i n  t h e i r  
a t t i t u d e  towards  t h e  ICRC v i s i t ,  w i th  o n e  g roup  opposed to  the v i s i t  o r  s e e k i n g  to 
p r e v e n t  t h e  o t h e r  fronl communicating f r e e l y  w i t h  the ICRC d e l e g a t e s .  The q u a r r e l  
soon s p r e a d  to  th4 m a j o r i t y  o f  POW8 i n  t h e  Camp. 

( c )  The e s c a l a t i n g  measures  t a k e n  by t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  to  s u p p r e s s  t h e  
r i o t  were i n  p r i n c i p l e  j u s t i f i e d  and co r reeponded  to  normal p r o c e d u r e e  f o r  r i o t  
c o n t r o l .  

( d )  We f i n d  i t  i m p o s s i b l e ,  however, t o  form a n  o p i n i o n  a e  to whether  i n  e v e r y  
rempect  t h e  a c t u a l  f i r i n g  wae n e c e s s a r y ,  s u f f i c i e n t l y  c o n t r o l l e d  o r  
i n d i s c r  i m i n a t e .  

(e) There  i e  no  conv inc ing  e v i d e n c e  o f  a n y  improper a c t i o n  of ICPC which ,  by 
i t s e l f ,  m igh t  have  provoked t h e  i n i t i a l  q u a r r e l  o r  t h e  e n s u i n g  r i o t .  

( f  In t h e  co l* . rse  o f  the c o n t r o v e r a y  t h a t  hae  developed between t h e  I r a n i a n  
Government and ICRC i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  Gorgan, aome p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  by ICRC 
c o u l d  have  led t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e r  Lo m i s u n d e r ~ t a n d  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h a t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  I r a n ,  though e l ~ c h  s + a t e m c n t e  were  made a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

(g )  Subsequent  d i s c i p l i n a r y  measures  a g a i n e t  the Powe seem to have  been  of an  
u n j u s t i f i a b l e  c h a r a c t e r  and one - s ided ly  a p p l i e d .  

( h )  Given the e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  subsequen t  s e p a r a t i o n  of qroupfi  
o f  p r i s o n e r e  eeeme to be  a l e g i t i m a t e  and n e c e s s a r y  s e c u r i t y  measure.  
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( i )  me o f  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  mdy t~avc. b e e n  t h e  I r a n i a n  
G o v e r n m e n t ' s  p o l i c y  o f  f a v o u r i n g  t h e  * b e l i e v e r s a  f a c t i o n  - a l n l n o r i t y  i n  most 
camps - o v e r  t h e  " l o y a l i s t "  f a c t i o n .  The i n c i d e n t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  p r e v e n t e d  h a d  
t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  initially s e p a r a t e d  t h e  t w o  f a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  Camp a n d  a d o p t e d  a  more 
b a l a n c e d  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  b o t h .  

(j) Thc  i n c i d e n t  i n  G o r g a n  h a s  n o t  b e e n  u n i q u e  o r ,  i n d e e d ,  t h e  most v i o l e n t  
i n  POW camps i n  I r a n  o r  I raq.  However,  u n l i k e  o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  i n  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s ,  
t h i s  o n e  a t t r a c t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  b e c a u s e  i t  was p u b l . i c i z e d  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  its o c c u r r e n z e  by I r a n i a n  e x i l e s  i n  F r a n c e .  

11. VISIT  TO IRAQ 

A. Programme o f  work a n d  i t i n e r a r y  o f  the m i s s i o n  

51.  Upon a r r i v a l  i n  Baghdad o n  l1 J a n u a r y  1 9 8 5  w e  h e l d  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  on  o u r  
programme o f  work ,  which  w e  t h e n  communica ted  to  t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  who 
p r o v i d e d  u s  w i t h  a l l  t h e  r e q u i r e d  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  i ts 
i m p l e m e r ~ t a t i o n .  

52 .  We w e r e  r e c e i v e d  by H.  E.  Mr. T a r e q  AzPz, Deputy P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  a n d  M i n i s t e r  
of F o r e i g n  A £ f a i r s  o f  I r a q .  We also h e l d  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  on  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  t h e  l a s t  
d a y s  o f  o u r  v i s i t  w i t h  a  team o f  I r a q i  Government  o f f i c i a l s ,  w h i c h  w a s  h e a d e d  by 
Mr. Wissam Al-Zahawi,  U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  
M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  a n d  i n c l u d e d  Mr .  Mohamed E l  H a d j  Hamoud, h e a d  o f  t h e  
L e g a l  Depar tment  a t  t h e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  Br i g a d i e r - G e n e r a l  B a s i l  Ahmed T a k a ,  
M i n i s t r y  o f  D e f e n c e )  a n d  B r i g a d i e r - G e n e r a l  Nazar  Al-Druby a n d  C o l o n e l  
K a d o u r i  H u o s c i n ,  member a n d  S e c r e t a r y ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  o f  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  Commit tee  o f  
War V i c t i m s .  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  o u r  v i s i t s  to  t h e  POW camps ,  w e  a l s o  h e l d  m e e t l n g s  
w i t h  t h e  commanders  o f  t h e  camps.  

5 3 .  D u r i n g  o u r  s t a y  i n  I r a q ,  w e  v i s i t e d  e i g h t  POW camps ,  n a m e l y ,  t h e  S a l a h u d d i n  
POW Camp, t h e  f o u r  POW Camps s i t u a t e d  i n  Mosu l ,  a n d  t h e  t h r e e  camps i n  t h e  h m a d i  
a r e a .  A c c o r d i n g  to I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e  c o m b i n e d  p r i s o n e r  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h o s e  
e i g h t  camps - w h i c h ,  w e  w e r e  t o l d ,  w e r e  t h e  o n l y  o n e s  i n  e x i s t e n c e  i n  I r a q  - was 
9 ,206 .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  d u r i n g  t h e  f i n a l  d a y  o f  o u r  s t a y  i n  I r a q ,  we v i s i t e d  t w o  
v i l l a g e s  i n  Misan ,  which  is more  t h a n  300 km s o u t h - e a s t  o f  Baghdad a n d  is w h e r e  a  
l a r g e  number o f  c i v i l i a n s  f r o m  t h e  K h u z e s t a n  r e g i o n  o f  I r a n  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  
l o c a t e d .  The  l ist o f  P m  camps  w i t h  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a s  p r o v i d e d  by  
t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  o u r  v i s i t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a c h r o n o l o g y  o f  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  m i s a i o n  i n  I r a q ,  a r e  r e p r o d u c e d  i n  a p p e n d i c e s  V a n d  V 1 1  to  t h e  
P r e s e n t  r e p o r t  , 

B. G e n e r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  p o l i c i e s  o f  I r a q  c o n c e r n i n g  p r i s o n e r s  of war 

54 .  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e i r  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  u s ,  t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  c o n v e y e d  to u s  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  comments  as  w e l l  as t h e i r  g e n e r a l  p o l i c i e s  r e g a r d i n g  
p r i s o n e r s  o f  war a 
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( a )  The I r a q i  Government conceded t h a t  c e r t a i n  e r r o r s  had been committed a t  
the  beginning of the  war i n  i t s  handl ing o f  t h e  POW problem s i n c e  I raq  was 
unprepared for t h e  l a r g e  number o f  pr i s o n e r e  c a p t u r e d .  

( b )  I r a q i  POW8 were t h e  o b j e c t  o f  abject t r ea tment  by t h e  I r a n i a n  
a u t h o r i t i e s .  Despi te  t h i s ,  the  P r e s i d e n t  Saddam Hussein of I r a q  had c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  
t h a t  I r a q  had no i n t e n t i o n  of metlng o u t  s i m i l a r  t rea tment  t o  t h e  I r a n i a n  POWs i n  
I r a q .  (h t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  I r a q  was determined t o  f u l f i l  i t s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  
in keeping with i ts  h i s t o r i c  v a l u e s  and p r i n c i p l e s .  

( C )  I r a q ,  u n l i k e  I r a n ,  abided by t h e  Geneva Conventions and had o f f e r e d  every 
f a c i l i t y  to ICRC t o  c a r r y  o u t  its work i n  I r a q ,  even though t h e r e  had been 
occae iona l  d i f  f e rences  wi .  th  the  Red Croos. 

( d )  The t o t a l  number o f  r r a n i a n  POWs he ld  by I r a q  was 9 ,206  housed in e i g h t  
camps. 

( e )  I r s l  was w i l l i n g  to proceed with an exchange of POWs, provided i t  was 
c a r r i e d  o u t  on a  p r o p o r t i o n a l  b a s i s .  I r a q  could no t  accep t  an exchange of equa l  
numbere of p r i s o n e r s ,  a s  proposed by I r a n ,  s i n c e  t h e  l a t t e r  was holding f i v e  t imes  
a s  many p r i s o n e r s  a s  I r a q  and t h e  I r a n i a n  p roposa l ,  i f  implemented, would l e a v e  
four f i f t h s  of I r a q i  POW8 i n  I r a n i a n  hands. 

( f )  I r a q  was w i l l i n g  t o  r e p a t r i a t e  wounded and s i c k  I r a n i a n  POWs i n  
accordance w i t h  t h e  Geneva Convention and a s  o rdered  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  A mixed 
medical Commission (composed of 2  ICRC and 1 I r a q i  d o c t o r s )  had r e c e n t l y  been s e t  
up and I r a q  had a l r e a d y  prepared a  l i s t  o f  100 POWS for  r e p a t r i a t i o n  and a  second 
l i s t  of 100 was about t o  be completed. Another 300, in  groups o f  100 each ,  would 
fol low.  P r i o r  to t h a t ,  I r a q  had a l r e a d y  r e p a t r i a t e d  4 2 4  I r a n i a n  POWs. 

(g)  I r a q  was ready t o  proceed with i , l  exchange of family  v i s i t s  once I r a n  had 
produced the  d u l l  l is t  o f  I r a q i  POW8 he ld  in  t h a t  coun t ry .  Pub l i sh ing  a d d i t i o n a l  
names of POW8 through t h e  media, a s  I ran was do ing ,  was a g a i n s t  t h e  Cenev?, 
Convention and c o n t r a r y  t o  I s l a m i c  and humani tar ian p r i n c i p l e s .  The v i s i t s  could  
t a k e  p l a c e  e i t h e r  through a  t h i r d  coun t ry  o r ,  p r e f e r a b l y ,  through d i r e c t  border 
c r o s s i n g  a t  a  s e c t o r  which would be  s u b j e c t  t o  a  mutually agreed temporary 
c e a s e - f i r e .  

( h )  I r a q  was w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  a  P r o t e c t i n g  Power i f  I r a n  agreed .  So f a r ,  
I r an  had on ly  propoaed t h e  Syr ian  Arab Republic and t h e  Libyan Arab Jamahi r iqa ,  
c o u n t r i e s  which had s ided  wi th  I r a n  in t h e  war and were t h u s  unaccep tab le  t o  I r a q .  
However, I raq  was extremely concerned t o  f i n d  a  way t o  p r o t e c t  I r a q i  POWs i n  I r a n  
inasmuch aa  ICRC had been fo rced  t o  suspend i ts  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e r e .  

( i )  There were no c i v i l i a n  pr i sonere  among I r a n i a n  POWs. Some of t h e  
I r a n i a n 8  cap tured  on the b a t t l e f i e l d  wore no uniforms bu t  were armed and t h u s  were 
POW8 in  accordance with t h e  Geneva Convention. The major i ty  w i t h i n  t h a t  c a t e g o r y  
were t h e  " c h i l d  pr i sonere"  belonging t o  t h e  "Khomeini Guardsw who  were kept in 
R w d i  Camp Nu. 2.  I r a q  had o f f e r e d  t o  send t h a t  group back t o  I r d n ,  bu t  t h e  
I r a n i a n  Government had refueed.  
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(j) There were no c i v i l ~ a n  medical  d o c t o r s  i n  t h e  POW camps. The on ly  
I ran ldn  medical d o c t o r s  h e l d  i n  I r a q i  camps were m i l i t a r y  d o c t o r s ,  though some of 
them, l i k e  c e r t a i n  o t h e r  WWs, were v o l u n t e e r s  who had been cap tu red  wearing 
c i v i l i a n  d r e s s .  I r a q  might be w i l l i n g  t o  exchange the  l a t t e r  g r o u p  wi th  I r a q i  
c i v i l i a n  t e c h n i c i a n s  held  i n  I r a n .  

( k )  There was a  l a r g e  number of I r a n i a n  c i v i l i a n s  i n  I r a q ,  numbering around 
75,000, who had no t  been cap tu red  b u t  had sought  r e f u g e  from p e r s e c u t i o n .  Although 
they were regarded by I r a q  a s  r e f u g e e s  and not  a s  d e t a i n e e s ,  they  were r e g u l a r l y  
v i s i t e d  by ICRC and were t r e a t e d  by I r a q  accord ing  t o  t h e  Four th  Geneva 
Convention. They were f r e e  to l e a v e  t h e  camps or  v i l l a g e s  where they r e s i d e d  for  
o t h e r  p a r t s  of I r a q  o r  even to g o  to a  t h i r d  coun t ry  i f  they so d e s i r e d .  A t o t a l  
of  130 c i v j l i a n s  had a l r e a d y  done so. 

( l )  There were no c o v e r t  camps i n  I r a q .  POWs, a f t e r  c a p t u r e ,  were t aken  t o  
t r a n s f e r  c e r t r e s ,  or h o s p i t a l s ,  from where they were s e n t  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  camps. 
The usua l  pe r iod  between c a p t u r e  and n o t i f i c a t i o n  t o  ICRC was between one and two 
weeks. No r e g i s t e r e d  POW had d i sappeared .  Occas iona l ly ,  some POWs were taken from 
t h e  camps fo r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  b u t  were always brought  back to  t h e i r  camps. ICRC had 
handed to t h e  I r aq i  Government a  l ist  of 508 supposedly  miss ing  pe r sons .  The 
Government had looked i n t o  each c a s e  and had no t  been a b l e  t o  f i n d  any of  them. 
Most were undoubtedly on the  l i s t  of 1 ,432 POW$ i n  Mosul Camp No. l which t h e  
Government had handed to ICRC in December 1984 a f t e r  ho ld ing  back t h e i r  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  in an e t f o r t  t o  put  p r e s s u r e  on I ran  t o  a l low ICRC to resume i t s  
a c t i v i t i e s .  

( m )  I r a n i a n  POWs, u n l i k e  1 r a q i  POWs i n  I r a n ,  were no t  s u b j e c t e d  t o  p o l i t i c a l  
or i d e o l o g i c a l  p r e s s u r e .  There had been only  one c a s e  of an I r a n i a n  o p p o s i t i o n  
clergyman who had v i s i t e d  a  POW camp a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  a£ some POWs who had seen h im 
on I r a q i  t e l e v i s i o n ,  but  evrn t h a t  kind o f  v i s i t  had been s topped.  

( n )  I r a n i a n  POWs were f r e e  t o  perform t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  r i t e s ,  r. ' n c e  they 
belonged t o  the  same r e l i g i o n  a s  t h e  I r a q i s .  However, p u b l i c  p r a y e r ,  which was n o t  
cequlred e i t h e r  by t h e  Geneva Convention or by t h e  Koran, was not  al lowed for  
secur  i t y  r e a s s n s ,  though PDWs could  pray i n  t h e i r  own dnrmitor  i e s .  

(01  Pr i s o n e r s  were no t  s u b j e c t e d  t o  t n r t u r e  or ma l t rea tment .  ICRC had made 
some complaints  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  bu t  when I raq  had proposed the  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a  
mixed medical commission t o  i n v e o t i g a t e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  ICRC had r e f u s e d .  The 
phys ica l  marks seen by ICRC on some pr i s o n e r s  was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  wounds and b r u i s e s  
r ece ived  on the b a t t l e f i e l d .  

( p )  The maxi~num per iod  of imprisonment t h a t  could  be imposed by camp 
commanders on POWs fo r  breaches  of d i s c i p l i n e  was 3 days .  A d i s c i p l i n a r y  
committee,  composed of 15 members, cou ld  sen tence  a  p r i s o n e r  t o  a  maximum of 15 
days  in  qao:. More s e r i o u s  b reaches  of d i s c i p l i n e  were d e a l t  wi th  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  
c o u r t s .  

( q )  POW r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  were f r e e l y  e l e c t e d  by t h e  pr i s o n e r s  themselves .  I f  
pr isonerr;  had any compla in t t l ,  they were t r e e  t o  approach t h e  Camp Commander through 
t h e l r  repr e s e n t a t  i v e s .  
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r  P r i s o n e r s  who w e r e  n o t  o f f i c e r s  r e c e i v e d  a n  a l l o w a n c e  o f  1 . 5  d i n a r s  per  
month j  o f f i c e r s  r e c e i v e d  5 d i n a r s .  g/ 

( S )  H y g i e n i c  a n d  m e d i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  camps w e r e  e x c e l l e n t ,  a s  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  ICRC h a d  had  o c c a s i o n  to  remark d u r i n g  o n e  o f  h i s  v i s i t s .  

( t  C o n c e r n i n g  m a i l ,  I r a q  a l l o w e d  more t h a n  t h e  t w o  m e s s a g e s  a  month r e q u i r e d  
by t h e  Geneva C o n v e n t i o n .  I n  r e c e n t  m o n t h s ,  t h o u g h ,  n o  m e s s a g e s  f rom I r a n  h a d  b e e n  
r e c e i v e d .  M e d i c a l  a n d  o t h e r  p a c k a g e s  w e r e  welcome,  t h o u g h  n o n e  had been  r e c e i v e d .  

( U )  POW p e r s o n a l  p o s s e s s i o n s  w e r e  p u t  i n  a p a c k a g e  a n d  k e p t  i n  t h e  c u s t o d y  o f  
t h e  Camp Commander. I f  a n  I r a q i  q u a r d  stole an  item f rom a  p r i s o n e r ,  h e  would b e  
i n  b r e a c h  o f  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  be s e v e r e l y  p u n i s h e d .  

C. E x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n c e r n s  e x p r e s s e d  by t h e  
Government  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  I r a n  

55. Our f i n d i n g s  a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c o n c e r n s  e x p r e s s e d  by t h e  
Government o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  I r a n  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  Government o f  I r a q  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r i s o n e r e  o f  war h e l d  i n  I r a q  
f o l l o w .  

1. A l l e g a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  p r  i s o n e r s  o f  war i n  t h e  camps 

" I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  i n t e n l i o n a l  murder  a n d  m a s s a c r e  o f  p r i s o n e r s - 0 1  war a n d  - - 
c i v i l i a n  d e t a i n e e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a  r e p o r t  on . -- -- - 
t h e  - i n c i d e n t  --  a t  Mosul C a m p p .  2 o n  lShl_ovember 1 9 0 ~  d u r i n q w h i c h  e t  l e a s t  

- 

t h r e e  p e o p l e  w e r e  k i l l e d  a n d  more t h a n  8 0  --.- i n i u c e d "  - j/ 
56.  The I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  e m p h a t i c a l l y  d e n i e d  t h a t  t h e r e  had b e e n  a n y  i n t e n t i o n a l  
murder o r  m a s s a c r e  o f  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war u n d e r  t h e i r  c u s t o d y .  They t o l d  u s  t h a t  t h e  
o n l y  i n c i d e n t  i n  a  POW camp which  h a d  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a n y  POW had t a k e n  
p l a c e  o n  26 J u l y  1982 i n  Mosul Camp N o .  l ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  added  t h a t  a n o t h e r  i n c i d e n t  
which had  c a u s e d  n o  d e a t h s  had  t a k e n  p l a c e  a t  Ramadi i n  J a n u a r y  1984.  A c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  and  t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  p r o v i d e d  u s ,  a  r i o t  had b r o k e n  o u t  i n  
Mosul Camp N o .  1 f o l l o w i n g  a q u a r r e l  be tween  a n  I r a n i a n  P m  a n d  a n  I r a q i  g u a r d .  
The r i o t i n g  p r i s o n e r s  h a d  a s s a u l t e d  t h e  g u a r d s  a n d  had b r o k e n  d o o r s  a n d  windows i n  
t h e  Camp. (3nly a f t e r  a l l  t h e  s t e p s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  h a d  b e e n  t a k e n  
d i d  t h e  g u a r d s  o p e n  f i r e  i n  s e l f - d e f e n c e .  Some POWs had  been  wounded, a n d  two h a d  
d i e d  a f t e r w a r d s  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  Had t h e  POW8 n o t  t r i e d  to o b s t r u c t  t h e  m e d i c a l  
s t a f f  from c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e i r  d u t i e s ,  t h o s e  t w o  p r i s o n e r s  m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  d i e d .  The 

A t  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  o f f i c i a l  r a t e  o f  e x c h a n g e ,  o n e  I r a q i  d i n a r  e q u a l s  
SUS 3.75. 

The  f u l l  l i s t  o f  t h e  p o i n t s  of s p e c i a l  c o n c e r n  o f  t h e  CBvernment of t h e  
l s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  of I r a n  is r e p r o d u c e d  i n  a p p e n d i x  I to t h i s  r e p o r t .  
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o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  t e x t  o f  t h e  t e s t i m o n i e s  g i v e n  by s e v e r a l  WWS 
who had w i t n e s s e a  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  As f o r  t h e  p u r p o r t e d  i n c i d e n t  i n  Mosul Camp N o .  2 ,  
t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  a d d e d  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  h a d  s u c h  a n  i n c i d e n t  n o t  t a k e n  p l a c e  b u t  
t h a t  t h a t  Camp was n o t  i n  o p e r a t i o n  a t  the time t h e  i n c i d e n t  was s u p p o s e d  to h a v e  
o c c u r  r e d .  

57.  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  o u r  v i s i t  to t h e  camps i n  I r a q ,  we r e c e i v e d  numerous  r e p o r t s  
f rom POWs a b o u t  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  t w o  s e p a r a t e  i n c i d e n t s  i n  Mosul i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
1982: o n e ,  which  had  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  Mosul Camp N o .  1 on 26 J u l y  1 9 8 2 ,  a n d  a n o t h e r ,  
s a i d  to t . ~ v e  happened  i n  November 1982 ,  i n  Mosul Camp N o .  2 .  T h e r e  w e r e  some 
d i f f e r e n c e s  among POW8 a a  to  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e  o f  b o t h  i n c i d e n t s ,  m a i n l y  owing to t h e  
l a p s e  o f  time a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  non-Gregor i a n  c a l e n d a r s .  D e s p i t e  t h o s e  d i f  f e r e n c e a ,  
i t  is c l e a r  t o  u s  t h a t  t h e  t w o  i n c i d e n t s  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  s e p a r a t e  times a n d  camps i n  
M s u l  i n  1982.  The f o l l o w i n g  b r i e f  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  two i n c i d e n t s  a r e  b a s e d  on t h e  
r e p o r t s  o f  numerous POWs a n d ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  Mosul No. 1, a l so  on o u r  h e a r i n g 8  o f  
two POW8 who, a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t ,  had t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  t h e  I r a q i  
a u t h o r i t i e s .  

Mosul  Camp N o .  1 

58. S e v e r a l  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  500 POW8 w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  f rom Masul Camp 
No. 2  to  Camp N o .  1. T h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n  what  was a l r e a d y  a  c rowded  Camp increased 
t e n s i o n  i n  t h e  Camp, which was a l r e a d y  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  d i v i d e d  be tween  t h o s e  
s u p p o r t i n g  a n d  t h o s e  o p p o s i n g  t h e  1 r a n i a n  Government .  The  POW r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
r e q u e s t e d  t h e  camp a u t h o r  i t i e e  to  a l l o c a t e  two rooms i n  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  o f  t h e  
Camp - w h e r e  t h e  g u a r d s  h a d  t h e i r  q u a r t e r s  - as a d d i t i o n a l  d o r m i t o r i e s  to  r e l i e v e  
t h e  o v e r c r o w d e d n e s s .  The a u t h o r i t i e s ,  w h i l e  r e f u e i n g  to a l l o c a t e  rooms o n  t h e  
s e c o n d  f l o o r ,  a g r e e d  to  a l l o c a t e  t w o  rooms o n  t h e  g round  f l o o r  w h e r e  a l l  POWS w e r e  
houscnd. The rooms w e r e  b e i n g  r e f u r b i s h e d  when t h e  i n c i d e n t  b r ~ k e  o u t .  

59.  The camp is i n  t h e  form o f  a  q u a d r a n g l e  w i t h  a  l a r g e  c o u r t y a r d  i n  t h e  m i d d l e .  
Two sets of  d o r m i t o r i e s  occupy  o p p o s i t e  wings  o f  t h e  camp. One, d i v i d e d  i n t o  s i x  
d o r m i t o r i e s  (Nos. 6 - 1 3 ) ,  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  a n t i - I r a n i a n  Government  POWs, w h i l e  t h e  
o t h e r  w i n g ,  d .vided i n t o  s e v e n  d o r m i t o r i e s  (Nos. 1 - 7 ) ,  was o c c u p i e d  by p r o - I r a n i a n  
Government p r i s o n e r s .  Almost a l l  newcomers w e r e  p l a c e d  i n  d o r m i t o r i e s  Nos. 1 a n d  
2 ,  w h e r e  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  r e s t l e s s n e s s  p r e v a i l e d .  T h e r e  w e r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
l 2 5  POW8 i n  d o r m i t o r y  No. 1 a n d  150 POWs i n  d o r m i t o r y  Nos. 2-7 .  

6 0 .  On t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  26 J u l y  1 9 8 2 ,  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2000 h o u r s  t h e  
d o o r s  o f  t h e  d o r m i t o r i e s  had  been  l o c k e d  e x c e p t  f o r  d o r m i t o r y  N o .  1. Cme o f  t h e  
g u a r d s  t o o k  a  POW to  t h e  o f f i c e r  on d u t y  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  camp,  a p p a r e n t l y  b e c a u s e  
a f t e r  t h e  r o l l - c a l l  had  been  c o n c l u d e d ,  h e  r e f u s e d  to  e n t e r  h i s  d o r m i t o r y  a s  d i d  
some o t h e r  POW8 b e l o n g i n g  to  d o r m i t o r y  N o .  l .  A t  t h a t  moment, t h e  POW8 from t h a t  
d o r m i t o r y  s t a r t e d  s h o u t i n g  " A l l a h  Akbar"  (God  i6 g r e a t )  "Khomeini Rahbar"  ( ~ h o m e i n i  
is t h e  l e a d e r ) .  Some WWs f rom o t h e r  d o r m i t o r i e s  j o i n e d  i n  t h e  c h e e r s .  Noise was 
i n c r e a a i n g j  POWs i n  d o r m i t o r y  N o .  2 b r o k e  t h e  windows a n d  o p e n e d  t h e  d o o r  w i t h  
o u t s i d e  h e l p ,  r a n  o u t  and  s t a r t e d  b r e a k i n g  t h e  locks of t h e  d o o r s  o f  d o r m i t o r i e s  
Nos. 3 t o  7  o f  t h e  same wing w h i l e  i n s i d e ,  POWS b r o k e  windows ,  v e n t i l a t o r s  a n d  e v e n  
t h e  e l e c t r i c i t y  c a b l e s .  E v e n t u a l l y  some 900 POWs were  o u t  i n  t h e  c o u r t y a r d .  The  
g u a r d s  w i t h d r e w  t o  t h e  main d o o r  a n d  s h o t  i n t o  t h e  a l r .  The o f f i c e r  i n  c h z r q e  o f  
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t h e  camp o r d e r e d  t h e  POW8 to r e t u r n  to t h e i r  d o r m i t o r i e s  b u t  was n o t  obeyed o r  
hedrd  and  he  and t h e  g u a r d s  wi thdrew from t h e  c o u r t y a r d .  The POW8 a p p a r e n t l y  
i n t e n d e d  t o  c r o s s  t h e  c o u r t y a r d  towards  t h e  o p p o s i t e  wing and a l s o  t r i e d  t o  reach  
by t h e  s t a i r s  t h e  second f l o o r  where o t h e r  g u a r d s  were  ready to  f i r e .  The guar3B 
were a p p a r e n t l y  o r d e r e d  to s h o o t  to t h e  ground i n  f r o n t  of t h e  r i o t e r s  b u t  f i r e  
s p r e a d  and went o u t  of c o n t r o l .  From P m  t e s t i m o n i e s  i t  would appea r  t h a t  t h e  Camp 
Commander a t t e m p t e d  to  h a l t  t h e  s h o o t i n g ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  r e s u l t .  Some 8 t o  12 g u a r d s  
r e p o r t e d l y  f ~ r e d .  TWO POWs d i e d ,  o n e  o f  them i n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  y a r d ,  t h e  o t h e r  
o n e  i n  a d o r m i t o r y ,  and s e v e r a l  were wounded w h i l e  c l imb ing  t h e  s t a i r s  o r  c r o ~ s i n g  
t h e  ya rd .  I t  seems t h a t  t w o  o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s  d i e d  some t ime  l a t e r  b e c a u s e  of t h e l r  
wounds. 

61.  The c a u s e s  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  were a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  t e n s i o n s  caused  by crowded 
d o r m i t o r i e s ,  bad t r e a t m e n t  and  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of  conf inement  i n  h a l l s  a 8  c o l l e c t i v e  
punishment.  The a t t i t u d e  of  t h e  newcomers s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  may also 
have been a  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r .  AB t o l d  to u s  by POWs, t h e r e  had been i n t e r n a l  
d i s p u t e s  amonq POWs because  a  q roup  which was r e f e r r e d  to a s  " t h e  Khomeini p e o p l e K  
d i d  no t  want t o  hea r  r a d i o  programmes o r  p l a y  any k ind  of  g a p e s  and a t t e m p t e d  t o  
impose t h e i r  v iews on t h e  o t h e r s .  ( I n  some c a s e s  they o b t a i n e d  from t h e  
a u t h o r  i t i e s  t h e  removal o f  t h e  l o u d s p e a k e r s  from t h e i r  d o r m i t o r i e s  in  o r d e r  n o t  t o  
hea r  t h e  Farsi- . '  anguage  programmes t r a n s m i t t e d  by Radio  Baghdad. ) 

62.  In our  view t h e  o f  f i c e r  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  camp a t  t h e  time of t h e  i n c i d e n t  
fo l lowed  t h e  r e q u i r e d  s t e p s ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  was n o t  obeyed a t  t h e  c r i t i c a l  moment when 
some of  t h e  s h o o t i n g  was aimed n o t  o n l y  a t  t h e  r i o t e r s  b u t  a l s o  a t  t h e  d o r m i t o r i e s  
t h a t  had remained c l o s e d .  We a r e  u n a b l e  to conf i rm t h a t  t h e  s h o o t i n g  was c a r r i e d  
o u t  In s e l f - d e f e n c e .  From t h e  f a c t s  i t  a p p e a r s  more l o g i c a l  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  
s h o o t i n g  was o r d e r e d  f o r  t h e  pu rpose  of  r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  o r d e r .  D e s p i t e  a l l  t h e  
measures t a k e n ,  we found t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  camp were n o t  q m d t  
overcrowdedness  was s t i l l  e v i d e n t ,  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of POWs had n o t  improved and t h e r e  
were t o o  many sick and wounded p r i s o n e r e ,  who shou ld  b e  r e p a t r i a t e d .  

, Mosul Camp No. 2 

6 3 .  The i n c i d e n t  i n  M o ~ u l  Camp No. 2 took p l a c e  f o l l o w i n g  t h ~  c o l l e c t i v e  
conf inement  of a l l  POW9 to t h e i r  d o r m i t o r i e s  w i t h o u t  food o r  w a t e r .  Those meaRuren 
had been taken  a f t e r  t h e  POWs r e f u s e d  to e a t  t h e i r  lunch-hour meal i n  p r o t e s t  over  
the punishment o f  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  who were b e i n g  h e l d  and a p p a r e n t l y  
i l l - t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  g u a r d s '  q u a r t e r s  a f t e r  t h e y  had a t t e m p t e d  to  p r o t e s t  t h e  a t t e m p t  
t o  s e p a r a t e  t h o s e  POWs be long ing  t o  t h e  r e g u l a r  army from t h e  v o l u n t e e r s .  

6 4 .  A f t e r  s e v e r a l  d a y s  o f  conf inement  - i t  a p p e a r s  t o  have  been f i v e  o r  s i x  - t h e  
inmates of one  d o r m i t o r y  smashed t h e  windows and a l s o  managed t o  b reak  t h e  lock  of  
t h e i r  do rmi to ry .  P r i s o n e r s  i n  o t h e r  d o r m i t o r i e s  proceeded t o  d o  l i k e w i s e .  9nce i n  
thta c o u r t y a r d ,  t hey  s t a q e d  a s i t -down and proceeded to  select new r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  - 
t t ~ c  o l d  onek, being s t i l l  i n  d e t e n t i o n  - t o  t a l k  to t h e  Camp Commander. The l a t t e r  
r c (x>r . t ed ly  r e l u s e d  t o  speak t o  t h e  new r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  I n s t e a d ,  he came down and 
o r c i r r c c l  pr i s o n e r s  back i n t o  t h e i r  rooms, which t h e  POWs r e f u s e d  to do ,  a p p a r e n t l y  
o u t  0 1  ftbar ot he inq  looked up  a q a i n .  Nothing happened on t h a t  d a y ,  but  o n  t h c  
f o l  l1)w i n q  d a y ,  a t~ iq t l - r ank inq  off i r e r  from o u r s i d e  tire Camp a r r  ived  and aqa in  
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ordered all POWS to return to their rooms. Before the prisoners - who were 
obviously reluctant to obey - could decide, he gave a signal, and a large number of 
guards brought from the outside rushed in with iron sticks and other weapons and 
attacked the prisoners. Two POWs were apparently killed on the spot, and a large 
number of them injured. Two other POWs reportedly died afterwards in the hospital 
from their injuries. The guards also entered the dormitories and proceeded to 
destroy mattresses, blankets and POW belongings. The prisoners said that they had 
been told that their treatment was in retaliation for the battle of Bostan. On the 
same day of the incident, or the day after, some 30 to 35 POWs were picked up, 
apparently at random, and taken to the second floor of the Camp, where, together 
with the POW ~epresentatives still being held there, they were beaten with Clubs by 
the guards. They were kept there for approximately 20 days, with reduced food 
cations and subjected to periodic assaults. 

65. On the basis of the information received, we were unable to reach a definite 
conclusion that the measures that were taken as well as the beatings which resulted 
in the deaths and injuries of POWs had been justified. 

66. We consider it necessary to mention, that on the basis of numerous testimonies 
received from POWs, other serious incidents appear to have occurred in Anbar and 
Ramadi 1 Camp. 

"Investigation of suspicious deaths in which incisions in the area of stomach 
and chest as well as broken skulls and the like have been uneguivocally cited 
as causes of death" 

67. The Government of &he Islamic Republic of Iran has stated that suspicious 
deaths have been reporl:ed in numerous cases, citing as an example that the 
representatives of ICRP, during their visit to the "Al-Rasheed Campn in Baghdad, 
had noticed that 16 Iranizn prisoners had died in that camp. 

6 8 .  It should be noted that the Iranian authorities, while citing ICRC, did not 
make available to us any ICRC reports on its visit to the "Al-Rasheed Csmp". 

69. The Iraqi authorities xnformed us that the so-called "Al-Rasheed Camp" 1s the 
milltary hospital in Baghdad, to which seriously injured personnel, including POWs, 
are taken. We were invited by the authorities, to visit the above-mentioned 
hospital as well as others. 

70. We did not, however, consider that such visits would be likely to throw much 
light on the causes of death of the POWs in question or Of any other similar cases, 
and, for lack of time, we decided not to visit any of the said hospitals. In any 
event, we ought to point out that the cause of death in hospital of a person from 
injuries normally have to be found elsewhere. We regret not having been able to 
investigate the causes of such deaths, which would have necessitated our inspection 
of other places ar,d documents as well as the hearing of possible witnesses. 

71. In brief, we were not in a position to establish the factual basis for the 
above concern expressed by the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, except 
as it is covered by our observations in paragraphs 56-66 above and 106-108 below, 
respectively. 
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2 .  A l l e g a t i o n s  of t h e  k i l l i n g  of p r i s o n e r s  of war on or a f t e r  c a p t u r e  

" I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  c a s e s  o f  mas~ execu t ion  of p r i s o n e r s  of war in  
g e n e r a l ,  ----- and t h a t  o f  t h e  d e t a i n e d  personne l  o f  t h e  Revolut ionary G U I  
in - p a r t i c u l a r  " 

7 2 ,  I r a n  has  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  I r a q  was p r a c t i s i n g  mass execu t ion  o f  I r a n i a n  c a p t i v e s  
and,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  of  t h e  members of t h e  Revolut ionary Guards. Evidence was 
submi t t ed  by t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  form o f  c o p i e s  o f  purpor ted  I r a q i  
m i l i t a r y  o r d e r s  t o  t r e a t  "Khomeini Guards" a s  *war l i k e  c r i m i n a l s  i n  t h e  
b a t t l e f i e l d " ,  i n s t e a d  of t r a n s f e r r i n g  t h e  i n j u r e d  Guards t o  h o s p i t a l s  fo r  t r ea tment .  

7 3 .  The I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  r e p l i e d  t h a t  such o r d e r s  d i d  no t  e x i s t .  They would 
c o n t r a d i c t  humani tar ian law and would thus  be a g a i n s t  I r a q i  p r i n c i p l e s .  The 
m a t e r i a l  p resen ted  by I r a n  was s a i d  to be  forged.  

7 4 .  We observed t h a t  in  s o  f a r  a s  t h e  I r a n i a n  a l l e g a t i o n  might inc lude  i n c i d e n t s  
which occur red  i n  I r a q i  p r i s o n e r  camps, they have mainly been d e a l t  wi th  i n  
paragraphs  5 6  t o  6 6  above. I t  would no t  be c o r r e c t  t o  speak of "mass execu t ions"  
i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  A s  t o  the  a l l e g e d  execu t ion  o f  newly cap tured  enemy p e r s o n n e l ,  we 
heard some s t a t e m e n t s  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  in  t h e  camps b u t  could not  o u r e e l v e s  draw any 
f i rm conc lus ion  on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  t o  us .  

7 5 .  Bear ing in  mind the  i n t e n s e  a n i m o s i t i e s  engendered by t h i s  war, i t  cannot  be 
excluded t h a t  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  number o f  I r a n i a n  s o l d i e r s  cou ld  have been k i l l e d  on 
the b a t t l e f i e l d  upon s u r r e n d e r .  

7 6 .  Although we were n o t  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  v e r i f y  t h e  in format ion  w e  r e c e i v e d ,  
nothing we heard would, in our o p i n i o n ,  c o n t r a d i c t  what was s t a t e d  i n  a memorandum 
o f  ICRC o f  7 May 1983: 

"Both i n  I r a n  and in I r a q  cap tured  s o l d i e r s  have been summarily 
executed.  These e x e c u t i o n s  were sometimes the  a c t  of i n d i v i d u a l s  involving a  
few s o l d i e r s  f a l l e n  i n t o  enemy hands! they have sometimes been s y s t e m a t i c  
a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  e n t i r e  enemy u n i t s ,  on o r d e r s  t o  g i v e  no q u a r t e r .  

"Wounded enemies have been s l a i n  or  simpiy abandoned on t h e  f i e l d  of 
b a t t l e .  In t h i s  r e s p e c t  t h e  ICRC must p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  number o f  enemy 
wounded t o  which i t  has  had a c c e s s  and whom i t  has  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  h o s p i t a l s  i n  
the  t e r r i t o r y  o f  both b e l l i g e r e n t s  is d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  t o  t h e  number of 
r e g i s t e r e d  able-bodied pr i s o n e r s  in t h e  camps or  t o  even t h e  most c o n s e r v a t  i v e  
e s t i m a t e s  of t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  l o s s e s  s u f f e r e d  by both  p a r t i e s . "  
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3.  A l l e g a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  p e r s o n s  u l ~ l i s t e d  o r  " d i s a p p e a r e d "  

" P r e p a r a t  - - i o r s  fo r  a  fo l low-up on  t h e  f a t e  o f  n e a r l y  20 ,000  d i s a p p e a r e d  
p e r s o n s ,  many of whom, a c c o r d i n g  to r e p o r t s  of t h e  Red Cross  and o t h e ~  -- 
s e r v i c e s ,  - -- a r e  i n  c o v e r t  d e t e n t i o n  camps" 

77. The I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  informed u s  t h a t ,  two y e a r s  a g o ,  a  l i s t  of 
10,000 mis s ing  I r a n i a n  s o l d i e r s  had been s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  Commission on Human 
R igh t s  for  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  By t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  1985,  t h a t  number had i n c r e a s e d  t o  
app rox ima te ly  20,000 p e r s o n s .  A l ist  o f  t h e i r  names had been handed t o  u s  i n  
Geneva. The I r a n i a n  Government s a i d  t h a t  i t  had s u b s t a n t i a l  e v i d e n c e  and p roo f  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  a  l a r g e  number o f  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  were be ing  h e l d  i n  s e c r e t  
c a p t i v i t y  . F u r t h e r  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  and documen ta t ion  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  were  p rov ided  
by t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s .  

7 8 .  We handed t o  t h e  I r a q i  a i r t h o r i t i e s  t h e  l i s t  of m i s s i n g  p e r s o n s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
some pho tog raphs  - t aken  from t h e  I r a q i  media by t h e  ~ r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  - o f  
p e r s o n s  c l a i m e d  to be m i s s i n g .  

79. The I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  I r a n i a n s  in POW camps were  r e g i s t e r e d  by 
ICRC. F u r t h e r  , t h e r e  were n o  c o v e r t  camps i n  I r a q ,  and a l l  camps were  open to 
ICHC. Those  o n  t h e  l i s t  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  might  have  d i s a p p e a r e d  
on t h e  b a t t l e t r o n t .  The I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  s t a t e d  t h a t  they d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  t ime  
f o r  a d e t a i l e d  s t u d y  o f  t h e  l i s t ,  which was handed back to us ,  o r  t h e  o t h e r  
documenta t ion  t h a ~  we p r o v i d e d ,  b e f o r e  o u r  d e p a r t u r e  from I r a q .  A s  f o r  t h e  
pho tog raphs ,  w e  we le  t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  have  been taken  anywhere and  might  be  
f o r g e r i e s .  The Government f u r  t h e c  s t a t e d  t h a t  I r a n  had r e f u s e d  to  p r o v i d e  
information on I r a q i s  k i l l e d  on t h e  b a t t l e f r o n t .  

80.  Some of  t h e  names i n  t h e  l i s t ,  t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  s t a t e d ,  might  be  t h o s e  o f  
some "75,000 c i v i l i a n  r e f u g e e s  which a r e  l i v i n g  in  s e v e r a l  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  a r e a s  of 
Al-Tash,  Misan,  Samawa, e tc ." .  On t h e  b a t t l e f r o n t ,  t hey  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  many enemy 
dead  had remained i n  n o  man's l a n d  for  l ong  p e r i o d s  of t i m e  and  could n o t  be 
r e c o g n i z e d .  I n  o n e  c a s e ,  t h r o u g h  ICRC, t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  had r e q u e s t e d  a  
c e a s e - f l r e  t o  remove c o r p s e s ,  b u t  t h a t  had been r e j e c t e d  by I r a n .  Moreover ,  many 
o t h e r  I r a n i a n s  k i l l e d  ir. b a t t l e  d i d  no' have any t a g s  o r  documents  to p e r m i t  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  I n  some b a t t l e s ,  I r a n  had launched  human waves, sometimes w i t h  old 
p e o p l e  o r  c h i l d r e n  t o  c l e a r  t h e  m i n e f i e l d s ,  many of whom had d i e d  and whose names 
were p rubab ly  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  l i s t .  Whenever dead  b o d i e s  were  r e c o v e r e d ,  t h e  I r a q i  
s i d e  b u r i e d  them w i t h  such  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a s  was a v a i l a b l e .  The I r a q i  Government 
was ready  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  l is t  o f  t h o s e  b u r i e d ,  i f  I r a n  would r e c i p r o c a t e .  The 
a u t t ~ o r i t i e s  a l s o  gave  u s  a  v i d e o - c a s s e t t e ,  showing a c t u a l  b a t t l e  s c e n e s ,  t o  
clemonstrate  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i nvo lved  i n  t h e  i d e n t i f  i c a t l o n  o f  t h o s e  k i l l e d .  



S/16962 
English 
Page 26 

81. Due t o  c o n s t r a i n t s  of  t ime and t h e  extremely d i f f i c u l t  and complex t a s k  of  
l o c a t i n g  missing peusons, we wsre unable t o  do anyth ing  bu t  emphasize t h e  g r a v i t y  
of t h e  accusa t ion  made by t h e  Government o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  Republic of  I ran .  We 
ques t ioned  t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  very c l o s e l y  and c a r e f u l l y  t o  a s c e r t a i n ,  a s  f a r  a s  
p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  a c t m l  whereabouts of  t h o s e  mentioned i n  t h e  list. I t  appears  t o  us  
t h a t  for  a v a r i e t y  o f  reasons ,  some o f  t h e  bodies  of  persons who had d ied  on t h e  
b a t t l e f r o n t  could no t  be recognized and, a s  a consequence, had been bur ied  a s  
u n i d e n t i f i e d  or unknown. However, t h e  f a i l u r e  to submit t h e  r e q u i r e d  r e p o r t s  i n  
o ther  i n s t a n c e s  may have been p a r t  o f  c o u n t e r - i n t e l l i g e n c e  measures designed t o  
mislead t h e  enemy. We b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  s i n c e  t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  have n o t  r e p o r t e d  
t h e  names of t h e  dead members o f  t h e  I r a n i a n  armed f o r c e s  o r  vo lun teer  combatants 
whom i t  has  been a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y ,  f a i l i n g  thus  to f u l f i l  its humanitar ian d u t i e s ,  
many of t h e s e  dead must be among t h e  list of  20,000 s a i d  t o  be  missing. 

82. The reasons given by I r a q  a r e  p l a u s i b l e  bu t  no t  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  We should l i k e  
t o  r e c a l l ,  a s  we do i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  I r a n i a n  f a i l u r e  t o  submit such r e p o r t s ,  t h a t  t h e  
p d r t i e s  t o  t h e  c o n f l i c t  a r e  ob l iged ,  under t h e  F i r s t  Geneva Convention, t o  record 
and provide t o  the  c e n t r a l  prisoner-of-war information agency f o r  t ransmiss ion  t o  
the  country of o r i g i n  a l l  d a t z  on each wounded, s i c k  o r  dead person o f  t h e  
adversary f a l l i n g  i n t o  t h e i r  hands a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  i d e n t i t y  and s t a t e  o f  h e a l t h  o f  
cap tured  personnel ,  with d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  those  who have d i e d  a f t e r  c a p t u r e .  

"The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  and r e p o r t  on c i v i l i a n  ~r i s o n e r s w  

83. T h i s  concern has  two aspec t s :  f i r s t ,  c i v i l i a n s ,  including o l d  men, women and 
c h i l d r e n ,  s a i d  by I r a n  t o  have been f o r c i b l y  removed from t h e i r  homes and 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  internment camps i n  I raq  and t o  be numbering t e n s  of  thousands; and,  
second, c i v i l i a n s  held i n  POW camps and r e g i s t e r e d  by ICRC, claimed t o  number more 
than 1,500.  These two m a t t e r s  a r e  d e a l t  with s e p a r a t e l y  below: 

+ C i v i l i a n s  moved from t h e i r  homes i n  I r a n  to I r a q  

84.  These a r e  s a i d  by I r a n  t o  have been deported by f o r c e ,  moot o f  them being 
I r a n i a n  Arabs and Kurds. 

8 5 .  ICRC, for  i ts p a r t ,  pointed o u t  i n  its memorandum of  7 May 1983 t h a t  " t e n s  of  
thousands of I r a n i a n  c i v i l i a n s  from t h e  Khuzistan and Kurdistan border reg ions ,  
r e s i d i n g  i n  a r e a s  under I r a q i  Army c o n t r o l ,  had been deported i n  g rave  breach of  
t h e  Fourth Geneva Conventionw, and t h a t  u n t i l  May 1983 t h e  ICRC d e l e g a t e s  had had 
only r e s t r i c t e d  access  t o  a few of  t h e s e  people. 

86. The I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  admit ted t h a t  cons iderab le  numbers o f  I r a n i a n  c i t i z e n s  
t o t a l l i n g  sane  75,000 were c u r r e n t l y  on I r a q i  s o i l  and l i v e d  i n  s p e c i a l  v i l l a g e s  
b u i l t  for  and by them on land gran ted  by t h e  Government o f  I r a q .  They were n o t  
considered depor tees ,  d e t a i n e e s  o r  i n t e r n e e s  bu t  c i v i l i a n  refugees.  They were n o t  
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cap tured  b u t  had come v o l u n t a r i l y  t o  I r a q ,  i n  t h e  wake o f  t h e  war, f l e e i n g  from 
persecu t ion .  Most of  them were farmers .  Though I r a q  regarded them a s  re fugees ,  it 
had agreed t h a t  they should be covered by t h e  Fourth Geneva Convention r e l a t i v e  t o  
t h e  P r o t e c t i o n  of C i v i l i a n  Persons i n  Time o f  War, and were t h u s  v i s i t e d  by ICRC. 
We were t o l d  t h a t  we were welcor~ie to v i s i t  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  an i n v i t a t i o n  which we 
accepted.  

87. We decided t o  t r a v e l  t o  t h e  Misan a r e a ,  where 25,000 c i v i l i a n s  of  Arab o r i g i n  
from t h e  Khuzistan region of I r a n  a r e  concent ra ted  i n  four  v i l l a g e s .  We went f i r s t  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Bi ta rah ,  40 km west  o f  Al-Amarah i n  t h e  southern p a r t  of t h e  
c o u n t r y r  with a populat ion of  about  2,500 f a m i l i e s  (some 15,000 persons ,  of whom 
6,000 t o  7,000 were under l 6  y e a r s  o f  a g e ) .  Another v i l l a g e  nearby b r i e f l y  v i s i t e d  
was K u ~ E ~  (Dosolek) ,  which has about  500 f a m i l i e s .  

88. In f u r t h e r  o f f i c i a l  b r i e f i n g s  i n  B i t a r a h ,  we were t o l d  t h a t  nobody i n  Misan 
had been forced t o  l e a v e  I ran .  Many had t r a v e l l e d  by t h e i r  own means of t r a n s p o r t ,  
such a s  c a r s  o r  c a r t s ,  on l o r r i e s  provided by t h e  I r a q i  army or by f o o t .  Many had 
brought with them t h e i r  own belongings. Both t h e  dangers  i n  t h e  war zone and 
oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  I r d n i a n  Government were c i t e d  a s  grounds f o r  t h e i r  p r e f e r e n c e  t o  
s t a y  i n  I r a q .  We were a l s o  informed t h a t  the people l i v i n g  i n  Misan had been 
i s sued  i d e n t i t y  ca rds  by t h e  I r a q i  Min is t ry  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  i s sued  
t o  a l l  I r a q i s  bu t  s t a t i n g  t h a t  they were " A r a b i s t a n i s w ,  s i n c e ,  though Arabs, they 
were n o t  I r a q i  n a t i o n a l s .  They were under t h e  superv is ion  of t h e  I r a q i  Committee 
of  Victims of War, on which r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e  v a r i o u s  government m i n i s t r i e s  
s a t .  Every v i l l a g e  had a school ,  and the i n h a b i t a n t s  had been given l a n d  and 
c a t t l e  by t h e  I r a q i  Government. 

89. We inspected the two v i l l a g e s ,  inc lud ing  t h e  schools ,  and we were a b l e  t o  
zpeaK i n  p r i v a t e  wich what we cons ider  t o  be a f a i r  c r o s s - s e c t i a : ~  o f  t h e  
i n h a b i t a n t s  of Bitarah.  Some of t h o s e  interviewed s t r e s s e d  t h a t  they cons idered  
themselves t o  be p a r t  of  t h e  Arab n a t i o n ,  though n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  I r a q i s ,  and even 
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e i r  a n t i - I r a n i a n  a c t i v i t i e s  whi le  i n  I ran .  Others ,  however, after 
express ing  f e a r  of  speaking o u t ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  they had been f o r c i b l y  brought t o  I r a q  
and doubted t h a t  t h e  presence i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  many o f  its i n h a b i t a n t s  was 
vo lun ta ry .  Severa l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  o l d e r  ones,  complained about  t h e i r  s e p a r a t i o n  
from t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  a l ack  of  mai l  from t h o s e  r e l a t i v e s  l ~ f t  i n  I r a n .  
Al lega t ions  were a l s o  made about  younger men, aged between 18 and 40 .  being coerced  
i n t o  e n l i s t i n g  i n  t h e  I r a q i  army under such t h r e a t s  a s  having t h e i r  xly c u t  o f f .  
That, however, was denied by t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  

90. We noted t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h o s e  v i l l a g e s  d i d  no t  seem to be unanimous i n  
t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  or t h e i r  assessment o f  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n s  and t h a t  some o f  them seemed 
t o  wish t o  be r e p a t r i a t e d  independently of t h e  war and t h e  p l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
I r a n .  Cur ren t ly ,  they were n o t  allowed to do so.  Given t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  of  t ime,  
i t  was impossible  fo r  us  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  p ropor t ion  o f  people who shared  such views - 
and t h e r e f o r e  should n o t  be regarded a s  re fugees  i n  any sense  o f  t h e  word - and of 
t h o s e  who d i d  no t  wish t o  r e t u r n ,  a t  l e a s t  under t h e  e x i s t i n g  circumstances.  

91. W e  were informed by t h e  Government t h a t  a l l  c i v i l i a n s  from I r a n  had freedom of  
movement and of  employment wi th in  I r a q  and t h a t  t h e r e  were no r e s t r i c t i o n s  i f  they 
wished t o  move t o  t h i r d  c o u n t r i e s .  About 130 c i v i l i a n s  had, i n  f a c t ,  done so. We 
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were  p rov ided  w i t h  a  List o f  102 names of  t h o s e  who had e m i g r a t e d  from I r a q  t o  d 
t h i r d  c o u n t r y .  In  our  v iew,  any  r e p a t r i a t i o n  programme o r  r e s e t t l e m e n t  (which was 
s a i d  by t h e  a u t h o r  i t ies  n o t  to be  a n  i s s u e  i n  p r a c t i c e )  would i n  t h o s e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  have  t o  be  based on d e t a i l e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and accompanied by 
a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  v o l u n t a r y .  

92. 1t was n o t  p o s s i b l e  fo r  u s ,  d u e  t o  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  time, to  v i s i t  Anbar 
( A l t a s h ) ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  Kurds w i t h  an e s t i m a t e d  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  15,000. Samawa, 
b a s i c a l l y  fo r  n i n t e l l e c t u a l s n ,  was a n o t h e r  v i l l a g e  which c o u l d  no t  be v i s i t e d  
because  o f  l a c k  o f  time. 

, I r a n i a n  c i v i l i a n s  h e l d  i_n.-Iraqi POW camps 

93.  T h i s  conce rn  is r e l a t e d  to o t h e r  I r a n i a n  c o n c e r n s ,  such  a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a i m  
o f  Large numbers o f  I r a n i a n s  misc ing  i.n I r a q  and t h o s e  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  c a p t u r e d  
I r a n i a n  M i n i s t e r  o f  O i l  and  h i s  e n t o u r a g e ,  as  well a s  I r a n i a n  med ica l  p e r s o n n e l  
h e l d  by I r a q .  However, i t  is a l s o  more s p e c i f i c a l l y  c l a i m e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  I r a n i a n  POW8 by I C E ,  i t  had emerged t h a t  a  number of them, s a i d  b y  
t h e  I r a n i a n  Government to  number more t h a n  1 ,500 ,  were  c i v i l i a n s  whom ICRC had been 
unable  to  have  s e p a r a t e d  and r e l e a s e d .  I t  was c l a i m e d  t h a t  o f  4 2 4  c a p t i v e s  
r e p a t r i a t e d  by I r a q ,  235 were  c i v i l i a n s ,  171  o f  them be ing  ove r  50 y e a r s  of  age .  

94.  According to  t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  p e r s o n s  h e l d  a s  POW6 had been c a p t u r e d  
when a c t i v e l y  engaged i n  t h e  h o s t i l i t i e s .  The a u t h o r i t i e s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  i n  t h e  
I r a n i a n  war e f f o r t  many p e r s o n s  had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  f i g h t i n g  b e s i d e s  t h e  
r e q u l a r  army, such  a s  t h e  Revo lu t iona ry  Guards and  o t h e r  v o l u n t e e r  f o r c e s .  ' When, 
fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  a  medica l  d o c t o r  was c a p t u r e d ,  arms i n  hand ,  he had to  be  regarded  a s  
a  POW (see p a r a .  102 b e l o w ) .  The r e p a t r i a t i o n  o f  a  number of  p e r s o n s  r e f e r r e d  to 
by I r a n  showed, on  t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  I r a q ' s  w i l l i n g n e s s  to examine i n d i v i d u a l  cases ,  
a s  I r a q  was a l s o  c u r r e n t l y  do ing  w i t h  a view to r e p a t r i a t i n g  more POWs u n i l a t e r a l l y  
a s  soon a s  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p r o c e d u r e s  cou ld  be  comple ted .  

95. A s  a  p o i n t  o f  d e p a r t u r e ,  w e  have  t aken  n o t e  o f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  made by t h e  
M i n i s t e r  f o r  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  o f  I r a q  i n  h i s  meet ing  w i t h  u s ,  a d m i t t i n g  g e n e r a l l y  
t h a t  m i s t a k e s  might  have been made, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  s t a g e s  of t h e  war. 

96. During o u r  v i s i t s  to t h e  POW camps i n  I r a q ,  we met i n  most of  t h e  camps a  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  number o f  p r i s o n e r s  who c l a imed  to b e  c i v i l i a n s  and  gave  c r e d i b l e  
a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e i r  background.  Many o f  t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  were o l d  and i n  poor 
heal th.  O t h c r s  were f a r m e r s ,  s t i l l  o t h e r 8  young p r o f e s e i o n a l  c i v i l i a n s  c a p t u r e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  h o s t i l i t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  the a r e a e  o f  Rhorramshahr and Abadan, a r e a s  
which were  f o r  some time o c c u p i e d  by I r a q .  O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  we e n c o u n t e r e d  P O W s  who 
c la imed t h a t  t h e y  had n o t  been c a p t u r e d  d u r i n g  h o s t i l i t i e s  b u t  had f l e d  from I r a n  
s e e k i n g  p o l i t i c a l  asylum. The s p e c i f i c  c o m p l a i n t  was made by some such  p e r s o n s  
t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a r r e s t i n g  them had n o t  l i s t e n e d  to  them and  t h a t  t hey  never  
had had a  chance  to  p r e s e n t  t h e i r  c a s e s .  

97. While u n a b l e  to v e r i f y  the i n d i v i d u a l  s t o r  bee and t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  
w e l l - p u b l i c i z e d  f a c t  t h a t  bo th  o l d  and young I r a n i a n  c i v i l i a n s  have  v o l u n t e e r e d  to  
j o i n  t h e  war e f f o r t ,  we muet ,  n e v e r t h e l e s e ,  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  w e  c o n s i d e r  i t  
e s t a b l i e h e d  beyond r e a s o n a b l e  doub t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  i n  I r a q i  POW camps a  number o f  
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i n m a t e s  who s h o u l d  n o t  p r o p e r l y  b e  t h e r e .  A close e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i l e s  of POW9 
by t h e  c o m p e t e n t  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  would ,  w e  b e l i e v e ,  c o n f i r m  o u r  c o n c l u s i o n .  

" I n v e s t i 2 a t  --- .- i o n  o f  t h e  f a t e  o f  Mr. Tondguyan ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  -- o f  O i l ,  
a n d  h i s  d e p u t i e s  and  companions  c a p t u r e d  by t h e  I r a q i  f o r c e s "  

98. The Government o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l r c  o f  I r a n  h a s  a c c u s e d  I r a q  o f  n o t  
p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  c a p t u r e d  M i n i s t e r  o f  O i l  a n d  h i s  d e p u t i e s ,  n a m e l y ,  M r .  Yahyavi  a n d  
Mr. D o u a h e h r i ,  a n d  h i s  o t h e r  a t t e n d a n t s  to  be v i s i t e d  by ICRC. They h a v e  f u r t h e r  
c h a r g e d  t h a t  t h e  M i n i s t e r  a n d  h i s  companions  h a v e  b e e n  mistreated a n d  t o r t u r e d .  

99. We r e q u e s t e d  t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r  i t i e ~  to be a l l o w e d  to meet w i t h  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of 
011, Mr. Tondguyan,  a n d  h i s  d e p u t i e s .  We were t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  h a v e  
u s  meet t h e  M i n i s t e r  b u t  t h a t  h e  h a d  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  w i s h  n o t  to meet a n y o n e ,  
i n c l u d i n g  ICRC a n d  h a d  t h r e a t e n e d  to  commit s u i c i d e  i f  h i s  w i s h e s  were  n o t  
r e s p e c t e d .  They i n f o r m e d  u s  t h a t  t h e  M i n i s t e r  was well a n d  t h a t  h e  had s p o k e n  w i t h  
h i s  f a m i l y  b o t h  i n  I r a n  a n d  i n  New York o n  t h e  t e l e p h o n e .  From a  m i l i t a r y  
v i e w p o i n t ,  we w e r e  t o l d ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  was less i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  a n  I r a n i a n  p i l o t .  
But  t h e  M i n i s t e r  r e f u s e d  to  see anybody.  The  I r a q i  Government  h a d  made a n  o f f e r  to 
ICRC to  meet t h e  M i n i s t e r  on c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  ICRC s i g n e d  a n  a f f i d a v i t  t a k i n g  f u l l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  M i n i s t e r ' s  a c t i o n s  t h e r e a f t e r  i n  v i e w  o f  h i s  t h r e a t  to  
commit s u i c i d e .  The I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  w e r e  w i l l i n g  to  a l l o w  u s  to s e e  t h e  
M i n i s t e r ,  p r o v i d e d  we g a v e  t h e  same g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  r e q u e s t e d  f rom ICRC. 
A f t e r  d u e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  Ire f e l t  t h a t  we were n o t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  to a c c e p t  s u c h  a n  
o f f e r .  The a u t h o r i t i e s  i n t o r m e d  u s  t h a t  t h e  M i n i s t e r ' s  c o m p a n i o n s  a t  t .he  t i m e  of 
h i s  c a p t u r e  c o u l d  b e  s e e n  by u s  when we v i s i t e d  Anbar a n d  Ramadi N o .  1 camps.  

100 .  We v e r y  much r e g r e t  t h a t  we c o u l d  n o t  meet e i t h e r  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of O i l  o r ,  
e x c e p t  f o r  h i e  d r i v e r  h e l d  a t  Ramadi Camp N o .  L ,  a n y  o f  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  who m i g h t  
h a v e  b e e n  w i t h  h im a t  t h e  time o f  c a p t u r e .  T h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t.hey 
h a d  n e v e r  c a p t u r e d  t h e  two  d e p u t i e s  and  t h e r e f o r e  d i d  n o t  know t h e i r  w h e r e a b o u t s .  
Dur ing  o u r  v i s i t s  to  t h e  camps ,  we h e a r d  f rom a  number o f  POW8 t h a t  t h e y  had  a e e n  
Mr. Yahyavi a n d  Mr. m u e h e h r i  i n  d e t e n t i o n  a t  Abu G h o r a i b ,  a  p r i s o n  a b o u t  30 k m  
f rom Baghdad which t h e  a u t h o r i t i e ~  c l a l m e d  was s o l e l y  r e s e r v e d  f o r  I r a q i  p r i s o n e r s .  

" I n v e s t i g a t i o n  -- o f  t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e  Red C r e s c e n t  p e r s o n n e l ,  i n c l u d i n g -  -.p m e d i c a l  
d o c t o r  S ,  a s s i s t a n t s  and  o t h e r  p e r s o n n e l ,  c a p t u r e d  a n d  d e t a i n e d  ir 
c o n t r a v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  F i r s t  P r o t o c o l  o f  t h e  Geneva C o n v e n t i o n w  

163. The  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v e  s t a t e d  t h a t  p e r s o n s  f a l l i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  a b o v e  
c a t e g o r y  h a v e  b e e n  d e n i e d  a n y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  members o f  ICRC o r  w i t h  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  

102 .  The  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n f o r m e d  u s  t h a t  t h e y  h a d ,  i n  f a c t ,  r e p a t r i a t e d  f o u r  
women b e l o n g i n g  to  t h e  I r a n i a n  Red C r e s c e n t  s t a f f  . A l l  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r s  a n d  
a a s i s t a n t s  h e l d  by I r a q  had  to b e  c o n s i d e r e d  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l ,  s i n c e  t h e y  w e r e  
e i t h e r  p a r t  of t h e  r e g u l a r  army o r ,  even  i f  t h e y  w o r e  c i v i l i a n  a t t i r e ,  w e r e  p a r t  o f  
t h e  v o l u n t e e r  f o r c e s .  R e g a r d i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  g r o u p ,  I r a q  would  b e  w i l l i n g  to  
e x c h a n g e  them f o r  ~ r a q i  c i v i l i a n  t e c h n i c i a n s  h e l d  a s  p r i e o n e r s  by I r a n ,  on a 
p e r c e n t a g e  b a s i s ,  n o t  o n  e q u a l  numbers .  
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103. We met a  number o t  medical d o c t o r s  and personnel  in  v a r i o u s  camps in I r .aq ,  
inc lud ing  a group of f i v e  d o c t o r s  in  Anbar Camp who had been cap tured  a s  long aqo 
a s  October 1980. The f i v e  ranged in  age from 46 to 61 y e a r s  and some of them were 
themee1.ves a f f l i c t e d  wi th  v a r i o u s  a i lmente  and i n f i r m i t i e s .  

104. A l l  of them d e c l a r e d  t h a t  they were c i v i l i a n  d o c t o r s  who had been cap tured  I n  
October 1900 on t h e  road from Khorramshahr. Only one o f  them s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had 
been a member o f  t h e  I r a n i a n  Red Crescent  who had been s e n t  t o  t r e a t  t h e  wounded in 
c i v i l  hospi  t a l s .  

105. We should l i k e  t o  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  according t o  t h e  F i r s t  Geneva Convention,  t h e  
s t a f f  o f  n a t i o n a l  Red Cross s o c i e t i e s  and t h a t  of o the r  vo lun ta ry  a i d  s o c i e t i e s  
must be respec ted  and p r o t e c t e d  in a l l  c i rcumutances .  I f  they f a l l  i n t o  t h e  hands 
o f  t h e  adverse  p a r t y ,  they must be r e t a i n e d  only in  PO f a r  a s  t h e  s t a t e  of h e a l t h  
and t h e  number of POW8 r e q u i r e )  in o ther  words, they s h a l l  be  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  
coun t ry  u n l e s s  t h e i r  r e t e n t i o n  is indispensabl  e. I n  r e p a t r i a t i n g  them, account  
shou ld  be taken of t h e  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  order  of t h e i r  c a p t u r e  and t h e i r  s t a t e  of 
h e a l t h .  Although t h e s e  persons  a r e  no t  t o  be deemed p r i s o n e r s  of war, they a r e  
e n t i t l e d  t o  a  s t a t u s  a t  l e a s t  a s  favourable .  I t  seeme t o  us t h a t  t h e  f i v e  Anbar 
d o c t o r s  a r e  a  c l e a r  c a s e  for  uncondi t iona l  r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  
r e c i p r o c i t y .  

" I n v e s t i g a t i o n  . . . of  - . -. t h e  . - . - - f a c t  - t h a t  t h e  names of t h e  ~ r a n i a n  p r i s o n e r s  o t  war a r e  
submit ted t o  t h e  Red Cross months and sometimes y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e i r  c a p t u r e n  -- - - --.-.A.-- - 

106. The I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  informed t h e  mission t h a t  they had c o n s i s t e n t l y  r e p u r t e d  
a11  cap tured  I r a n i a n s  t r l  ICRC wi th in  a per iod of one t o  two weeks and ,  a s  o f  
December 1984, a l l  I r a n i a r ~  POW8 were r e g i s t e r e d  by ICRC. However, a s  ICRC had been 
informed, I r a q  d i d  hold up fo r  a t ime t h e  r e g i e t r a t i o n  o f  a e u b e t a n t i a l  number of 
I r a n i a n  POWs, no t  y e t  seen by ICRC, i n  order  t o  e x e r t  p r e s s u r e  on I r a n ,  which was 
ho ld ing  thousands o f  u n r e g i s t e r e d  I r a q i  POWs. After  a  w h i l e ,  those  I r a n i a n  POWs, 
who numbered 1,432, were r e g i s t e r e d  by ICRC in  December 1984. They were a l l  housed 
i n  Moeul Camp N o .  1. 

107. Desp i te  the  assurances  given by t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  we b e l i e v e  t h a t  t . i~ere 
have been c o n s i d e r a b l e  de lays  in  many i n s t a n c e s  in submission t o  ICRC of t h e  names 
of cap tured  I r a n i a n  p r i s o n e r s ,  w i t h  some POWR never seen by ICRC. 

108. We v i s i t e d  Moeul Camp N o .  1 and have,  indeed,  a s c e r t a i n e d  t h a t  1 , 4 3 2  POW6 had 
been r e g i s t e r e d  by ICRC in December 1984. The r e s t  of t h e  POWs In Mosul Camp NO. l 
were a l r e a d y  i n  possess ion  of t h e i r  ICRC c a r d s .  Of t h e  9,206 I r a n i a n  POW6 claimed 
to be h e l d  by the  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  9,195 had been r e g i s t e r e d  by ICRC a t  t h e  time 

of t h e  miss ion ' e  v i s i t .  

d .  A l l e g a t i o n s  of t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of " s e c r e t n  camps 

" I n v e e t i q a t i o n  - - - of  t h e  f a t e  of p r i s o n e r s  - -- -- of - -- war who have - be? suspiciously - - - 
t r a n s f e r r e d  - - - from - -- o v e r t  -- t o  -- cover t  - - - - camps o r  v i c e  v e r s a "  -- - -- 

109. The I ran lan  au thor  l t  ies provided u s  with informat ion concerninq the a l l e q e d  
p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  I raq1  auttrot l t  ie6 of t r a n s f e r r i n g  POW8 from o v e r t  t o  cover t  carnllh, 
o r  v i c e  v e r s a .  They a l s o  prvv lded the  names o f  what they consider  s e c r e t  camps, 
where I r a n i a n  POW6 a r e  i n t e r n e d .  / .  . . 
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110 .  The I r a q i  a u t h o c i t i e e ,  i n  r e p l y  to t h e  a b o v e  I r a n i a n  c o n c e r n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  some 
I r a n i a n  POW8 h a d ,  i n  f a c t ,  b e e n  t e m p o r a r i l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  f rom t h e i r  camps f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  h u t  t h e y  were a l w a y s  r e t u r n e d  to t h e i r  camps .  I t  was a l s o  
possible t h a t ,  a t  times, s u c h  t r a n s f e r s  c o u l d  h a v e  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  v i s i t s  o f  ICRC to 
t h e  camp. However,  e u c h  t r a n ~ f e r s  w e r e  n o t  p r e m e d i t a t e d  to c o i n c i d e  w i t h  s u c h  
v i s i t s .  The i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  r e l a t e d  to m a t t e r s  o f  a  m i l i t a r y  n a t u r e  o r  t o  e v e n t s  i n  
P m  camps a n d  w e r e  a l w a y s  c a r r i e d  o u t  w i t h o u t  c o e r c i o n .  m o t h e r  o c 7 a s i o n e ,  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  was r e q u i r e d  a f  t e r  t h e  a u t h o r  i t i e s  had d i c o v e r e d  t h e  t r u e  r a n k  o r  
i d e n t i t y  o f  a  p r i s o n e r  who h a d  h i d d e n  e i t h e r  f rom t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  

111. A c c o r d i n g  to t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  ICRC h a d  v i s i t e d  a l l  t h e  POW camps i n  I r a q  
a n d  h a d  r e g i s t e r e d  a l l  t h e  m e .  T h e r e  w e r e  n o  c o v e r t  or 'secret* POW camps i n  
I r a q ,  t h e y  s t a t e d .  I t  h a p p e n e d  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l s ,  l ike  t h e  o n e  i n  
Al-Rasheed,  which w e r e  i n  m i l i t a r y  camps,  w e r e  o f t e n  u s e d  f o r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  POWs 
who r e q u i r e d  s p e c i a l  c a r e .  m o t h e r  o c c a s i o n e ,  m i l i t a r y  q u a r t e r s  w e r e  u e e d  a s  a  
t r a n s i t  p o i n t  f o r  newly c a p t u r e d  m e .  For e x a m p l e ,  t h e  Tanoomeh Camp r e f e r r e d  to  
by t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  was  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  war f r o n t ,  w h e r e  army u n i t s  h a d  t h e i r  
q u a r t e r e .  

1 1 2 .  Al though  w e  w e r e  n o t  i n  a  p o e i t i o n  to  a s c e r t a i n  f o r  o u r ~ e l v e s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  
c o v e r t  POW c a m p  i n  I r a q ,  or i f  t h e  t r a n e f e r e  o f  POW8 w e r e  made f o r  s h o r t  p e r i o d s  
B o l e l y  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  i n t e r r o q a t i o n ,  a s  c l a i m e d  by t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  we 
b e l i e v e ,  b a s e d  o n  i n f o r m a t i o r ,  r e c e i v e d  from a  v a ~ i e t y  o f  s o u r c e s ,  t h a t  many I r a n i a n  
p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  O i l  a n d  some o f  h i s  a e s o c i a t e s ,  r e m a i n  
c o n c e a l e d  from t h e  time of  t h e i r  c a p t u r e .  We e s t i m a t e  t h e  number o f  c o n c e a l e d  POWs 
to b e  i n  the h u n d r e d s .  

113 .  Dur ing  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  o u r  v i s i t e  to  t h e  WW camps,  we met a number o f  I r a n i a n  
POW8 who c l a i m e d  to h a v e  been  h e l d  i n  * c o v e r t a  campe o r  s u c h  p l a c e s  a s  a  wing i n  
t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  D e f e n c e  and  Abu G h o r a i b ,  w h i c h ,  t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o l d  u s ,  wa8 
s o l e l y  f o r  I r a q i  p r i e o n e r s .  Some POWs, i n  r e c o u n t i n g  t h e i r  d e t e n t i o n  i n  s u c h  
" c o v e r t "  campe,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  s e e n  I r a n i a n  p r i s o n e r s ,  m a i n l y  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
Guarde  a n d  p i l o t s ,  k e p t  i n  s u c h  p l a c e s .  For i n s t a n c e ,  we r e c e i v e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  
t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  51  I r a n i a n  o f f i c e r s  were  b e i n g  h e l d  i n  Abu G h o r a i b .  Most POWs who 
c l a i m e d  to h a v e  b e e n  a t  o n e  t i m e  o r  a n o t h e r  i n  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  c e n t r e s  o r  i n  " s e c r e t "  
camps e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  k e p t  i n  o v e r c r o w d e d  cells,  o f t e n  w i t h  b a r e l y  a n y  
l i g h t ,  sometime8 f o r  l o n g  p e r i o d s  o f  time, a n d  f r e q u e n t l y  e u b j e c t e d  t o  t o r t u r e .  

1 1 4 .  We w e r e  a l s o  i n f o r m e d  by some POW8 t h a t  pr  i o r  to  o u r  v i s i t e  to  t h e i r  c a m p s ,  
sonar! W e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  i n  p u n i s h m e n t  c e l l s ,  h a d  b e e n  removed by t h e  
a u t h o r i t i e s .  We w e r e  n e t  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  to v e r i f y  t h e  a b o v e  a l l e g a t i o n s .  

5. A l l e g a t i o n s  o f  t o r t u r e  a n d  s e v e r e  m i s t r e a t m e n t  o f  
p r  i e o n e r s  o f  war i n  c a m p -  

"Mental  -- - . .. a n d  . p h y s i c a l  t o r t u r e  o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s "  
--p ----p-- 

115.  I n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  a b o v e  c h a r g e s ,  t h e  Government  o f  t h e  I a l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  
I r a n  r e f e r s ,  i n t e r  a l i a ,  to  r e p o r t s  from ICRC which h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  c r e d i b l e  
i n e t a n c e s  o f  b e a t i n g s  w i t h  s t icks,  b a t o n s  a n d  w i r e  c a b l e s .  
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116. The I r aq i  a u t h o r i t i e s  responded t h a t  the above charges made by I ran  were 
t o t a l l y  unsubstant iated,  aa we would r e a l i z e  when we talked with the  WWs. 

117. During our v i s i t s  t o  the P O W  camps in  I raq ,  we saw and heard much evidence of  
physical  violence and i l l - t rea tment  i n  the  camps, a t t r i b u t e d  mainly t o  p r i s c , . ~  
quarde but a l s o ,  on occaeione, t o  those POW8 who enjoyed the confidence of t.he 
a u t h o r i t i e s  and were sa id  t o  be *authorizedn to use force  aga ins t  fe l low 
pr i soners .  Shortness of time d i d  not allow u s  t o  examine and v e r i f y  the t r u t h  of  
a l l  such a l l e g a t i o n s ,  though t h e i r  frequency and s i m i l a r i t y  leads  u s  t o  t he  
conclusion t h a t  b r u t a l i t y  by guards in  most POW camps is common. 

118. The a l l e g a t i m s  most frequent ly heard r e l a t ed  t o  blows on the head and other  
beat inge with batons,  truncheons or wire cables .  In clmoat a l l  the  camps v i s i t e d  
we met POWs who had had the i r  hearing impaired, i ~ ~ c l u d i n c j  s ?va ra l  who had l o s t  
t h e i r  hearing in one ear and even some who had become t o i z l l y  deaf ae a  r e s u l t  o f  
blown on t h e i r  head or eare .  We were a l s o  to ld  t h a t  some POW6 had l o e t  t h e i r  s i g h t  
o r  had had i t  eer iouely impaired a8 a r e s u l t  of beat inge.  We not iced s c a r s ,  
b r u i s e s ,  broken t ee th  and other bodily marks which appeared t o  be c o n s i s t e n t  with 
the  s t o r i e s  t o l d  t o  u s  by the  pr i soners .  Other f requent  forms of punishment 
mentioned t o  u s  included confinement in  punishment c e l l s  for  per iods of up t o  a  
month, and individual  and c o l l e c t i v e  depr iva t ion  of food. 

119. Some prieoners  complained t h a t  they had been beaten or o therwise  punished or  
t a lk ing  t o  ImC. 

120. POW6 who had spent some time in in te r roga t ion  cen t r e s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t o r t u r e  was 
frequent ly employed there e i t h e r  a s  puniehment, in order  t o  e x t r a c t  information, or  
simply for purpoees of int imidat ion.  They spoke of being suspended upeide down 
from c e i l i n g s  or v e n t i l a t o r s ,  o f  having the  aolee of  t h e i r  f e e t  whipped or beaten,  
of  e l e c t r i c  shocke administered t o  var ious p a r t s  o f  t h e i r  bodies ,  including t h e i r  
g e n i t a l  organs,  of burning8 with c i g a r e t t e s  and, i n  sane cases ,  mock execut ione.  
We met severa l  POW8 who a l leged  t h a t  they had become impotent a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  
t o r t u r e  and heard a l lega t ionu  about cases  of c a s t r a t i o n s  and of POW8 having b o t t l e 8  
o r  other o b j e c t s  i n se r t ed  i n t o  the  rectum. we were a l s o  to ld  of ins tances  of  
sexual  a e s a u l t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  Anbar and Ramadi Camps Nos. 1 and 2.  

121. We d id  not ,  of course,  have the means of v e r i f y i n g  such a l l e g a t i o n s .  Even 
taking i n t o  account the p o s s i b i l i t y  of exaggerat ion,  we were s t ruck  by the 
cons i s t en t  pa t t e rn  of many of the  a l l ega t ions .  

122. We reg re t  not being ab le  t o  en ter  i n t o  more s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s  o f  sane o f  the  
p r a c t i c e s  reported t o  u s  became of the need to p ro t ec t  our sources.  

123. We queetioned the a u t h o r i t i e s  in eome d e t a i l  about the system of  d i e c i p l i n a r y  
punishment. The r u l e s  t o  which the Government r e f e r r ed  t o  do not seem t o  allow 
p rac t i ce s  such ae  those descr ibed.  For ine tance ,  the maximum period of s o l i t a r y  
confinement t h a t  a  Camp Commander may impoee i e  3 day?, a  maximum of 15 days can 
only be imposed by decis ion of a  d i s c i p l i n a r y  committee, a  c e n t r a l  au tho r i ty .  More 
severe  punishment8 can only be imposed by a  mi l i t a ry  cour t .  
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124.  We b e l i e v e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  o u t s i d e  t h e s e  r u l e s ,  p u n i s h m e n t  b o t h  o f  a  c o r p o r a l  
c h a r a c t e r  a n d  i n  t h e  fo rm o f  i s o l a t i o n  a n d  c o n f i n e m e n t  i n  " p u n i s h m e n t  rooms" ,  a n d  
d e p r i v a t i o n  o f  f o o d  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  t a k e  p l a c e  t h r o u g h  more i n f o r m a l  p r o c e d u r e s .  

125 .  We c o n s i d e r  t h a t  a n y  fo rm o f  t o r t u r e  o r  p h y s i c a l  i l l - t r e a t m e n t  o f  POW8 s h o u l d  
b e  a b s o l u t e l y  f o r b i d d e n  a n d  t h a t  a n y  o r d e r s  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  s h o u l d  b e  s t r i c t l y  
e n f o r c e d .  W e  a l s o  d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  is room f o r  a n y  k i n d  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  
p u n i s h m e n t .  We f u r t h e r  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  r u l e s  r e g a r d i n g  s o l i t a r y  
c o n f i n e m e n t  s h o u l d  t e  o b s e r v e d  i n  p r a c t i c e .  

6 .  A l l e g a t i o n s  o f  p01 i t i c a l  a n d  i d e o l o g i c a l  p r e s 8 u r e  a n d  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  

" P o l i t i c a l  - a n d  i d e o l o g i c a l  p r e s s u r e  o n  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war by t h e  l e a d i n g  m e m b z s  
o f  - t e r r o r i s t  g r o u p s  i n f i l t r a t i n g  t h e  camps" -- 

126.  The  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v e  c h a r g e d  I r a q  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  and  i d e o l o g i c a l  
i n t i m i d a t i o n  o f  I r a n i a n  p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e y  h a v e  c l a i m e d  t h a t  l e a d e r s  
a n d  members o f  t h e  I r a n i a n  o p p o s i t i o n  g r o u p s ,  s u c h  a s  S h e i k h  A l i  T e h r a n i  a n d  
members o f  Mojahedeen-E-Khalgh, w e r e  a l l o w e d  to  e n t e r  t h e  camps ,  w h e r e  t h e y  
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  t r i e d  t o  b r a i n w a s h  I r a n i a n  POWs a n d  i n c i t e  them to  a b a n d o n  t h e i r  
r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  a n d  commit t r e a s o n  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  c o u n t r y .  

127 .  The  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  c o u n t e r e d  t h e  a b o v e  c h a r g e s  by r e f e r r i n g  to t h e i r  own 
c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  I r a n  f o r  c a r r y i n g  o u t  s u c h  p r a c t i c e s  a g a i n s t  I r a q i  p r i s o n e r s  o f  
war .  They s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  had had  o n l y  o n e  s u c h  c a s e  when o n e  member (a 
c l e r g y m a n )  o f  a n  o p p o s i t i o n  g r o u p  went  to v i s i t  a POW camp a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of some 
POWs who h a d  s e e n  him ori t e l e v i s i o n .  

128.  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  o u r  v i s i t s  to t h e  camps we h e a r d  v a r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  
a t t e m p t s  to i n f  l u e n c e  POWs p o l i t i c a l l y  and  i d e o l o g i c a l l y .  I n  s e v e r a l  camps ,  many 
POW6 c o m p l a i n e d  a b o u t  b e i n g  f o r c e d  to  h e a r  f r o m  morn ing  to n i g h t ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  
l o u d s p e a k e r s  i n s t a l l e d  i n  e v e r y  d o r m i t o r y ,  r a d i o  programmes o f  a p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e n t  
b r o a d c a s t  i n  F a r s i  by r a d i o  Baghdad. O t h e r  POWs to ld  u s  o f  a t t e m p t s  to  f o r c e  them 
to  g i v e  i n t e r v i e w s  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  I r a n i a n  l e a d e r s  on r a d i o  o r  t e l e v i e i o n ,  a n d  of 
f o r c e d  s h o u t i n g  of " a n t i - R h o m e i n i n  s l o g a n s .  R e f e r e n c e  * a s  a l s o  made to  t h e  s t a g i n g  
o f  p l a y s  o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e n t  c r i t i c a l  o r  a b u s i v e  o f  t h e  I r a n i a n  l e a d e r s h i p .  We 
w e r e  a l s o  t o l d  i n  o n e  o r  t w o  camps o f  v i s i t s  by I r a n i a n  o p p o s i t i o n  l e a d e r s  - i n  o n e  
, q s e ,  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  o u r  a r r i v a l  - whom a l l  POWs w e r e  f o r c e d  to l i s t e n  to. T h o s e  
a l l - t  i o n s  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  , w e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  impr e ~ s i o n  t h a t  s u c h  i d e o l o g i c a l  
p r e s s u r e  d i d  n o t  seem to b e  i n t e n s e .  

129.  We h a v e  n o t e d  the r e c e n t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  s c h o o l  a t  t h e  Ramadi Camp NO. 2 
( b e t t e r  known as  t h e  " c h i l d r e n ' s  c a m p n ) .  The s c h o o l  h a s  b e e n  g i v e n  much p u b l i c i t y  
by the I r a q i  a u t h o r i . t i e s ,  w i t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ouch  a s  T e r r e  d e s  Hommes a n d  ~ B E e n c e  
d e s  E n f a n t s  p r o v i d i n g  equ ipment  and  some o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g  s t a f f .  T h e  s c h o o l ,  w h i c h  
was f o r m a l l y  o p e n e d  o n  6  F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 5 ,  is named " I r a n i a n  c h i l d r e n  p r i s o n e r s - o f - w a r  
s c h o o l " .  

130. We v i s i t e d  t h e  s c h o o l ,  where  we w e r e  i n f o r m e d  by t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  t h e  
c h o i c e  Eor a t t e n d a n c e  was l e f t  to t h e  ' c h i l d r e n ' .  The a v e r a g e  a g e  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
i n  t h e  Camp, sore of  whom had  been  i n  c a p t i v i t y  f o r  more t h a n  2 y e a r s ,  a p p e a r e d  to 
be a b o u t  1 6  y e a r s .  
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111. We were informed hy t h e  non-Iraqi  t e a c h e r s  t h a t  a f t e r  i n i t i a l  o p p o s i t i o n ,  an 
i n c r e a s i n g  number of t h e  youngs te r s  were a t t e n d i n g  school .  The f a c t  t h a t  many 
p r i s o n e r s  appear t o  s t a n d  a loof  from t h e  school  t end8  t o  g i v e  c redence  t o  t h e  
voluntary  charac te r  of t h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  programme. Though we recoqn i z e  t h a t  
i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  school  could  e a s i l y  be abused for purposes  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  of young peollle, we f e e l  t h a t  i t  is t o o  e a r l y  t o  pass  
judgement on this experiment.  

" Invest - iyat ion -. - of  t h e  I r a q i  measures t o  p reven t  t h e ~ r  isoners-from per fogmrnng 
t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  p r a y e r s n  

132. According t o  t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e r e  were no such r e s t r i c t i o n s  for any 
r e l i g i o u s  group in I r a q i  POW camps. The only problems a r o s e  from ttle wish of some 
POW8 t o  holli c o l l e c t i v e  (congr ega t i o n a l )  p rayers1  t h e  t cou ld  not  be al lowed for 
s e c u r i t y  reasons .  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  in such p rayers  was l i m i t e d  by the  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  
10 POW6 a t  a t ime. They added t h a t  Islam d i d  no t  prescr  i b e  such forms of 
c o l l e c t i v e  p rayers .  

133. During t h e  course  o f  our v i s i t s  t o  t h e  camps, we saw a  number o f  POWs praying 
i n d i v i d u a l l y .  We a l s o  heard a  number of them complaining t h a t  they were no t  
al lowed t o  have c o l l e c t i v e  p r a y e r s .  Even when t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  had allowed groups  
of 10 t o  pray toge ther  i n  the  d o r m i t o r i e s ,  they were forced t o  s t a y ,  a t  l e a s t  
l metre a p a r t  from each o t h e r ,  i n s t e a d  of shou lder  to shou lder ,  a s  c a l l e d  fo r  by 
t h e i r  Shia r i t e s .  

7 .  A l l e g a t i o n s  of subs tandard  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  camps - 
"Unhygienic c o n d i t i o n s  and l ack  of necessa ry  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  c-S" - - - - - -- - . . 

134. The I r a n i a n  Government r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  inadequacy of meals,  I n s u f f i c i e n t  water 
supp ly ,  v i tamin d e f i c i e n c i e s  caus ing  mouth i n f e c t i o n ,  and bad hygiene.  I t  was a l s o  
claimed t h a t  t h e  camps were overcrowded, which i n t e n s i f i e d  contaminat  ion and 
hygienic  hazards .  

135. The I r a n i a n  Government a l s o  complained about s h o r t a g e s  of medical f a c i l i t i e s  
and s u p p l i e s .  

136 .  T h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  d i d  not  comment s p e c i f i c a l l y  on t h e  above charges  b u t  
asked u s  t o  s e e  for o u r s e l v e s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  camps. 

137. During v i s i t s  t o  camps, m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  and r e l a t e d  
s u b j e c t s  were o f t e n  d i scussed  with r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  the a u t h o r i t i e s ,  medical 
personnel  and t h e  POWs. We noted t h a t  t h e  camps v i s i  ted were a l l  i n  good order 
when we a r r i v e d  and showed s i g n s  of recent. c l e a n i n g  and t i d y i n g ,  i n s i d e  a s  well as  
o u t a i d e  t h e  d o r m i t o r i e s .  

138.  Never t h e l e c s ,  shor tcomings c? f  i n ~ t a l l a t  ions and equipment reqtri red for clood 
hygiene were e v i d e n t .  There were Eew showers,  and in some camps we were t o l d  b y  
t h e  POW6 t h a t  only  co ld  water was a v a i l a b l e ,  and then not a t  a l l  t imes .  Thc 
l a t r i n e s  were in extremely bad shape) f r e q u e n t l y  t h e i r  s t ench  was a p p a l l i n g .  



F u r t h e r ,  when d o r m i t o r i e s  were locked ,  bucke t s  p laced i n  t h e  d o r m i t o r i e s  were used 
a s  t o i l e t s .  We a l s o  n o t i c e d  some l e a k i n g  c e i l i n g s  and w a l l s ,  and heard f requen t  
compla in t s  of dampness i n  t h e  d o r m i t o r i e s .  In most of the  d o r m i t o r i e s ,  pr i soner9  
d i d  n o t  have beds ,  on ly  m a t t r e s s e s  and b l a n k e t s  on t h e  f l o o r .  Overcrowding i n  t h e  
dormitor ies of some campa was e v i d e n t .  me dormitory v i s i t e d ,  15 by 5 metres  in 
s i z e ,  accommodated 57 t o  60 POW8. 

139. A number o f  p r i s o n e r s  r a i s e d  medical problems and complained about inadequate  
h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  and s u p p l i e s .  In one camp, t h e  POWS t o l d  u s  t h a t  t h e r e  was no 
r e s i d e n t  d o c t o r .  Many POW8 complained about t h e  l ack  o f  d e n t a l  c a r e  and adequa te  
medicines ,  and t h e  absence of c e r t a i n  v i t amins  in  t h e i r  d i e t .  

140. Most h e a l t h  compla in t s  appeared t o  be r e l a t e d  t o  inadequate  hygiene,  a s  
evidenced by t h e  apparent  prevalence o f  s c a b i e s ,  haemorrhoids and r heuma t ism. We 
a l s o  heard complaints  o f  c h r o n i c  and some i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e s  a s  we l l  a s  of mental  
d i s o r d e r s .  

1 4 1 .  Though food was sa;d t o  have improved in  most camps b e f o r e  our a r r i v a l ,  t h e r e  
were a l s o  complaints  about its poor q u a l i t y  and q u a n t i t y .  Cases of d e p r i v a t i o n  of 
meals a s  qroup punishment have a l r e a d y  been noted.  

"Lack of a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  s i c k  and t h e  wounded, thus  ending in  perman-ent - - - -- --p-- P -- 
disability and amputation" 
p- - 

1 4 2 .  The above c la ims  were c o n t e s t e d  by t h e  I t a q l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  In our c o n t a c t s  
wi th  o f f i c i a l  medical personnel  i n  t h e  camps t h e  p o i n t  was o f t e n  made t h a t  b e s i d e s  
the  h e a l t h  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  each camp, e f f i c i e n t  t r e a t m e n t  was provided in w i l i t a r y  
h o s p i t a l s  when necessa ry .  In f a c t ,  some of  t h e  a l l e g e d  t r a n s f e r s  o f  p r i s o n e r s  from 
camps t o  cover t  p l a c e s  and back a g a i n  were s a i d  to be c a s e s  of h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n .  
The i n v i t a t i o n  t o  t h e  mission t o  v i s i t  a m i l i t a r y  hospi ta l .  could no t  bc a c t e d  upon, 
a s  expla ined by ue in  paragraph 70 above. 

143. I t  was d i f f i c u l t  for us  t o  de te rmine  t h e  f a c t u a l  b a s i s  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
l r an idn  concern,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  regards  t h o s e  wounded i n  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  though 
some POWs a s s e t  t ed  having wi tnessed s e v e r a l  wounded p r i s o n e r s  sho t  dead.  We were 
t o l d  of  a POW i n  Anbar who had d ied  owing t o  lack o f  t r ea tment  a f t e r  having 
s u f  f e red  a  h e a r t  a t t a c k  and of pr i s o n e r s  who had become permdnent l y  disat11t.d d s  a 
r e s u l t  of inadequate  medical t r ea tment .  

1 4 4 .  We met some of t h o s e  p r i s o n e r s  a s  wel l  a s  o t h e r s  who c la imed t h a t  they were 
not being allowed t o  have a  requ i red  o p e r a t i o n  fo r  t h i r d - d e q r e e  haemor r h o i d c .  

m 
145- As we mentioned in connect ion wi th  t h e  p rev ious  I r a n i a n  concern,  we w i  tnesoed 
a good d e a l  of s u f  £er  ing among POWs, who complained of l a c k  o f  medica l  a t t e n t i o n  of  
v a r i o u s  k inds ,  of c h r o n i c  d i s e a s e s ,  of d e t e r i o r a t i n g  hear ing  and  e y e s i q h t  and o t h e r  
a i l m e n t s .  

146. Desp i te  our i n a b i l i t y  t o  form a d e f i n i t i v e  op in ion  a s  to  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  ot  
a l l  the compla in t s ,  we b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  I s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  room for improvement 
reyard inq  t h e  t r ea tment  of t h e  sick and wounded. 
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U .  A l l e y a t  i o n s  of d e n i a l  o r  w i t h h o l d i n g  o f  mail a n d  o t h e r  
e n t i t l e m e n t s  o f  p r i s o n e r s  of war i n  c a m p  

" I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  m e s s a g e s  --- o f  f a m i l i e s  o f  p r i s o n e r s  a r e  ---. .- -.--.p . .- 

w c t h h e l d  by t h e  I r a q i  c e n s o r  s h i p  a n d  sometimes n e v e ~ ~ e 9 c h  them" . - ---- 

1 4 7 .  The  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  s t a t e d  t h a t  I r a n i a n  POW9 i n  I r a q  r e c e i v e d  e i g h t  t i m e s  
more c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  t h a n  t h e  I r a q i  POWs i n  I r a n ,  who w e r e  much l a r g e r  i n  numbers .  
They h a d ,  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  b e e n  a l l o w e d  u p  to  s i x  messayen  per  month. However,  t h a t  
had c r e a t e d  s e r  i o u s  a d m i n i e t r a t  i v e  p r o b l e m s .  A f t e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  ICRC, i t  had 
been  a g r e e d  t o  a l l o w  two m e s s a g e s  p e r  month,  a s  c a l l e d  f o r  by t h e  T h i r d  Geneva 
C o n v e n t i o n .  In  r e c e n t  m o n t h s ,  h o w e v e r ,  no  m e s s a g e s  f rom I r a q i  POWs had  a r r i v e d  
f rom I r a n .  

148. From o u r  i n q u i r i e s ,  we h a v e  come to t h e  c o n c l u s i o n ,  w i t h o u t  p a s s i n g  judgement  
on t h e  c a u s e s ,  t h a t  t h e  o n e  t o  e i g h t  p r o p o r t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  I r a q i  a u t t ~ o r  i t i e s  
seems  p l a u s i b l e .  T h i s  d o e s  n o t  mean, o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  i r r e g u l a r i t i e ~ ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
w i t h h o l d i n g  of  m a i l  by t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r  i t i e s ,  d o  n o t  e x i s t .  We h a v e  a l s o  h e a r d  
f rom some POW6 t h a t  t h e y  were a l l o w e d  o n l y  o n e  l e t t e r  o r  mesaage  per  month1 
p h o t o g r a M s  were n o t  d e l i v e r e d .  A r e 1 . a t e d  c o m p l a i n t  e x p r e s s e d  by  POWs i n  v i r t u a l l y  
e v e r y  camp was t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  b e i n g  a l l o w e d  p e n c i l  a n d  p a p e r .  Never t h e l e s s ,  
d e l a y s  i n  h a n d l i n g  m e s s a g e s  d u e  t o  c e n s o r s h i p  p r o c e d u r e o  seem to b e  p r e v a l e n t .  

" I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  I r a q i  r e f u s a l ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  to t h e  T h i r d  Geneva P r o t o c o l ,  to --- 
a l l o w  - ..- Red C r e o c e n t  - - -  a i d  p a c k a g e s  c o n t a i n i n g  s u c h  i t e m ~  as m e d i c a l  s p e c t a c l e s  -- .-.- 

a n d  s p e c i a l  m e d i c i n e s  to r e a c h  t h e  p r  i s o n e r a "  
----p- 

- - -  

149 .  The I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  r e p l i e d  t h a t  m e d i c a l  a n d  o t h e r  p a c k a g e s  w e r e  welcome,  
though  n o n e  had been r e c e i v e d  from I r a n .  T h e y ,  i n  t u r n ,  c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  p a c k a g e s  
s e n t  to  I r a q i  POWs had  n o t  been  d i s t r i b u t e d  by  t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s .  

150. Our own i n q u i r i e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  camp commandern, b o t h  i n  I r a n  
and I r a q ,  h a v e  n o t  a l l o w e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s  s e n t  to  POWs. 

" ~ n ~ e s t ~ i g a - t i o _ n - o f '  t h e  I r a q i  s o l d i e r s _ I - s e i z u r e  of t h e  p r  isoner_s~-y_ersoc)l 
p o e s e s ~ i o n s "  - 

151. We f e e l  t h a t  s e i z u r e  o f  p e r s o n a l  possessions o f  a  POW h a s  b e e n  h a p p e n i n g  on 
b o t h  s ides ,  e i t h e r  a t  t h e  t i m e  of c a p t u r e  o r  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e u  , Given  t h e  l e n g t h  
of t h e i r  d e t e n t i o n  a n d  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  some o f  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s ,  o n l y  a few 
I r a n i a n  pOWs i n  t h e  camp6 v i s i t e d  made s u c h  c o m p l a i n t s .  I t  wan n o t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  u s  
to i n v e s t i g a t e  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  c o n c e r n  e x p r e s s e d  by t h e  Government  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  
~ e p u b l i c  o f  I r a n .  

152.  We r e q u e s t e d  t h e  I r a q i  a u t t i o r i t ~ e s  to  e x p l a i n  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e i r  s y s t e m  f o r  
s e c u r  i n q  t h e  p e r s o n a l  p o s s e s s i o n s  of 1'OWs a f t e r  c a p t u r e  a n d  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  They 
s a i d  t h a t  when POWs w e r e  i n  t h e  h a n c 4 ~  of r e s p o n s i b l e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  I r a q i  r e g u l a t i c j n s  
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  to  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  Geneva C o n v e n t i o n s  a p p l i e d .  To h a v e  a n  
i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  how t h e  r u l e s  w e r e  o b s e r v e d  i n  p r a c t i c e ,  w e  r e q u e s t e d  i n  o n e  camp 
t o  s e e  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n s  k e p t  o n  b e h a l f  o f  some of t h e  p r i s o n e r s .  We found  o u t  t h a t  
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they were kept  in a s a f e  nex t  t o  t h e  Camp Comnmnder's o f f i c e .  A few samples of 
such belongings  were brought to u s  and were v e r i f i e d  by t h e  POWs concerned dur ing  
our v i s i t  i n  t h e  camp. 

9.  A l l e g a t i o n s  of t h e  prevent ion of v i s i t s  and c e r t a i n  o ther  concerns  

153. In a l e t t e r  d a t e d  19 November 1984 from t h e  Permanent Repreeen ta t ive  of t h e  
I s l a m i c  Republic o f  I r a n  t o  t h e  United Nat ions  addressed  t o  t h e  Secretary-General  
( s e e  appendix I )  , t h e  fol lowing propusale  were made f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by u s  to be  
c a r r i e d  o u t  under t h e  a u s p i c e s  of t h e  Red Crosaa 

(a )  Mutual exchange of an equa l  number of p r i e o n e r s r  

(b )  P r e p a r a t i o n s  for  t h e  f a m i l i e s  of t h e  pr  i s o n e r s  t o  v i s i t  them.' 

154. F u r t h e r ,  we could  make t h e  fol lowing p roposa l s  i n  t h i s  regard t o  t h e  I r a q i  
author  i t i e s r  

" ( a )  To a l low I r a q i  f a m i l i e s  t o  t r a v e l  t o  I r a n  f o r  t h e  purpose of v i e i t a t i o n ,  

( b )  ?ro c r e a t e  a s i m i l a r  possibility f o r  I r a n i a n  f a m i l i e s  t o  t r a v e l  t o  I raq . "  

155. The I r a n i a n  s u t h o r i t i a e  have informed u s  t h a t  d e s p i t e  t h e  n e g a t i v e  reeponse o f  
I r a q  to t h e  propoeale  f o r  family  v i s i t s ,  t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h c r i t i e s  were a l lowing  
family  v i s i t 8  t o  I r a q i  POW8 in  I r a n  and p rov id ing  a l l  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  such v i e i t a .  

156. We a r e  aware t h a t  ICRC hae formulated proceduree f o r  family  v i s i t s  which have 
been submit ted to t h e  two Governments. However, t h e r e  h a s  been no follow-up on t h e  
mat ter  on t h e  part o f  t h e  Governments concerned.  

157. The I r d q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  informed us t h a t  they were ready t o  a l low family  v i s i t @ ,  
once I ran  had provided t h e  f u l l  l i s t  of I r a q i  eOWs he ld  in I r a n .  They could  n o t  
a c c e p t  t h e  I r a n i a n  p r a c t i c e  of announcing t h e  names o f  I r a q i  POW6 through t h e  
media, r p r a c t i c e  t h a t  they considered to  be  in v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  Geneva 
Conventions. The v i e i t s ,  once t h e  I r a q i  demand8 had been met, could  t a k e  p l a c e  
through a t h i r d  coun t ry  o r ,  p r e f e r a b l y ,  through d i r e c t  border  c r o e s i n g ,  which would 
r e q u i r c  a mutually agreed temporary c e a e e - f i r e .  

158. The a u t h o r i t i e s  in  both  c o u n t r i e s  e r p r e s e e d  t h e i r  r ead ineae  to exchange POWS. 
The a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  I r a q ,  however, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  exchange should be  on a 
p r o p o r t i o n a l  b a s i s ,  a e  I r a n  he ld  about f i v e  t imee a s  many I r a q i  POW6 ae t h e r e  were 
I r a n i a n  POW8 in I r a q .  They added, however, t h a t  they were prepared to be f l e x i b l e  
concerning t h e  p r o p o r t i o n a l i t y .  

111- VISIT 'P3 IRAN 

A.  Programme of work and i t i n e r a r y  of t h e  mias ion 

159. Upon our a r r i v a l  in Teheran on the morning of l 8  January 1985, we decided upon 
our programme of work a f t e r  cons ider ing  a number o f  propoeals  submit ted t o  U 8  by 



S/16962 
Engl i s h  
Page 38 

t h e  Min i s t ry  of Foreign Af f a i r s  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  Republic of I ran .  The programme was 
subsequent ly  communicated t o  t h e  I r a n i a n  author  i t ies who provided u s  with a l l  t h e  
t e c h n i c a l  arrangements and l i n g u i s t i c  f a c i l i t i e s  r e q u i r e d  fo r  i ts  implementation,  
In d e c i d i n g  our i t i n e r a r y ,  we had t o  balance o u t  the d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  v i s i t i n g  a s  
many POW camps a s  p o s s i b l e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  to Gorgan, a g a i n s t  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  imposed 
b y  t h e  d i s t a n c e  o f  some of  t h e  camps from Teheran and by t h e  l i m i t e d  l e n g t h  of our  
s t a y .  

160. We were rece ived  by H.E. Mr. A l i  Akbar V e l a y a t i ,  Min i s te r  f o r  Foreign A f f a i r s  
o f  t h e  I s l amic  Republic o f  I r a n .  We a l s o  he ld  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  a t  t h e  s t a r t  and 
a t  t h e  conc lus ion  of our v i s i t ,  w i t h  a team of I r a n i a n  Government o f f i c i a l s ,  which 
was headed by Mr .  D. J. H a h a l l a t i ,  Director-General  for  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A f f a i r s *  
Min i s t ry  o f  Foreign A f f a i r s ,  and included H.E. Dr. S a i d  Raja ie-Khoressani ,  
Permanent Represen ta t ive  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  Republic o f  I r a n  t o  t h e  United Nat ions ,  
Mr. S .  Nasse r i ,  head of t h e  Department of I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Organ iza t ions ,  Min i s t ry  
o f  Foreign A f f a i r s ,  Mr. A. Akhondi, Adviser t o  t h e  Min i s te r  o f  I n t e r i o r  , and 
Mr. H .  Hosse in i ,  deputy head, Department of I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Organ iza t ions .  

161. We a l s o  he ld  d i s c u s s i o n s  wi th  Colonel Mokri, Commander o f  t h e  M i l i t a r y  C e n t r e  
i n  Teheran,  wi th  o v e r a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  POW camps throughout  t h e  I s l a m i c  
~ e p u b l i c  o f  I r a n ,  a s  we l l  a s  wi th  t h e  commanders of every POW camp v i s i t e d .  We 
a l s o  met with t h e  S e c r e t a r y  and o ther  l e a d i n g  member8 of t h e  Commiesion f o r  t h e  
p r o t e c t i o n  of I r a n i a n  P r i s o n e r s  of War. 

162. During our s t a y  i n  t h e  I s l a m i c  Republic of I r a n ,  w e  v i s i t e d  e i g h t  POW camps: 
Gorgan Camp) S a r i  and Semnan, s i t u a t e d  between Gorgan and Teheran)  and f i v e  o t h e r  
camps s i t u a t e d  in  Teheran and i t 8  surrounding a r e a ,  namely Davoudieh, Mehrabad, 
~ e s h m a t i e h ,  Takht i  and Parandak. A planned v i s i t  by h e l i c o p t e r  t o  Arak POW camp, 
s i t u a t e d  some 200 km eouth-west of Teheran,  had t o  be  c a n c e l l e d  owing to weather 
c o n d i t i o n s .  The combined WF3 popula t ion  he ld  in  t h e  c a m p  v i s i t e d  was 30 ,894.  The 
l i s t  of P O W  camps i n  I r a n  toge ther  wi th  t h e i r  popu la t ion  a s  provided by t h e  I r a n i a n  
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  a s  we l l  a s  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  tile e i g h t  POW camps v i s i t e d  appears  i n  
appendix V 1  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t .  The chronology o f  our  a c t i v i t i e s  in t h e  I s l a m i c  
Republic o f  I ran  is s e t  o u t  in  appendix VII.  

B.  General  informat ion and p o l i c i e s  of t.he I s l a m i c  Republic of I r a n  -- 
concerning p r i s o n e r s  o f  war 

163. In t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  p re l iminary  meet ings ,  t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  conveyed t o  
u s  t h e  fol lowing observa t ion8  and comments, a s  well a s  t h e i r  q e n e r a l  p o l i c i e s  on 
t h e  mat ter  of p r i s o n e r s  of war. 

164.  Concerning t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  I r a n i a n  POWs in I r a q ,  t h e  informat ion rece ived  by 
t h e  I r a n i a n  Government sugges ted  t h a t  t h e ]  r  s i t u a t i o n  was extremely p r e c a r i o u s .  A s  
t h e  mission would undoubtedly n o t e ,  t h a t  was i n  c l e a r  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of 
pOWs in I ran  which was a humane one ,  based on t h e  d i c t a t e s  of t h e  Koran and in 
accordance w i t h  the  g u i d e l i n e s  l a i d  down by Imam Khomeini h i m s e l f ,  who wished a l l  
POWS to  be t r e a t e d  a s  g u e s t s .  
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165. I t  was unfor tuna te ,  they s t a t e d ,  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  o f  POWs should have become a 
P r a c t i c a l  tool. i n  t h e  hands of  I r a q  and its suppor te rs .  Recent ly ICRC had a l s o  
f a l l e n  i n t o  t h a t  t r a p .  A c l e a r  example was the problem o f  I r a n i a n  POWs under 
l 8  y e a r s  of  age  cap tured  by I raq .  The I s l a m i c  Republic of  I r a n ,  which a l s o  he ld  a 
l a r g e  number of  WWs f a l l i n g  w i t h i n  t h a t  age  group, had proposed t h e  r e l e a s e  
through ICRC o f  a l l  POW6 under 18  he ld  by both s i d e s .  ICRC, however, had n o t  
a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e  implementation o f  t h a t  proposal  b u t  had used it a s  p a r t  of its 
Propaganda a g a i n s t  I ran .  Two weeks before  t h e  miss ion ' s  a r r i v a l ,  t h e  Government of 
I r a q  had announced its i n t e n t i o n  t o  b u i l d  two s c h o o l s  f o r  I r a n i a n  c h i l d  p r i s o n e r s ,  
and two Swiss Organiza t ions  had vo lun teered  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  t h a t  undertaking.  The 
I r a n i a n  Government had c a l l e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  t h e  Swiss Government t o  t h a t  mat te r .  

166. The i n c i d e n t  i n  Gorgan was s i m i l a r  t o  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  had a l s o  occurred i n  
Mosul and o t h e r  POW camps i n  I r a q .  ICRC knew about  them b u t ,  whereas it had chosen 
t o  p u b l i c i z e  t h e  Gorgan i n c i d e n t ,  it had remained s i l e n t  about  Mosul. 

167. The I s lamic  Republic o f  I r a n  was used t o  being s u b j e c t e d  t o  o u t s i d e  
pressures .  I r a q  had s t a r t e d  the war i n  an a t tempt  t o  prevent  t h e  I s lamic  Republic 
of  I r a n  from pursuing t h e  p o l i c i e s  it had s e t  o u t  t o  achieve.  The I r a n i a n  
Government was ready t o  consider  any proposa l s  w i t h i n  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  framework 
bu t  beyond t h e  g l a r e  of  p u b l i c i t y .  It would t h e r e f o r e  no t  a c c e p t  such a renowned 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  a s  ICRC i f  it was t o  be  used a s  an instrument  o f  p u b l i c i t y  and 
pressure .  The I s lamic  Republic o f  I r a n  was s a t i s f i e d  with the way t h e  United 
Nations had handled its t w o  i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  c i v i l i a n  a r e a s  sub jec ted  to m i l i t a r y  
a t t a c k  and i n t o  t h e  use of  chemical weapons. The Government t r u s t e d  t h a t  i n  
c a r r y i n g  o u t  i ts work, t h e  mission would no t  be in f luenced  by t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
propaganda surrounding t h e  POW i s s u e .  

168. Concerning a r e a s  f o r  n e g o t i a t i o n  with I r a q ,  t h e  I r a n i a n  Government po in ted  o u t  
t h a t ,  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  p rev ious ly ,  when I r a n  he ld  f a r  fewer POWs than a t  p resen t ,  it 
had proposed a mutual exchange o f  p r i s o n e r s  b u t  had rece ived  no r e p l y  from t h e  
I r a q i  Government. It  was s t i l l  ready t o  exchange POWs i n  equal  numbers, o r  i n  
numbers a c c e p t a b l e  t o  I raq .  There was a l s o  t h e  problem of  I r a n i a n  c i v i l i a n s  - f o r  
example, medical d o c t o r s  - he ld  by I r a q  a s  POWs i n  con t ravent ion  o f  t h e  Geneva 
Conventions. Tha t  was another  a r e a  f o r  n e g o t i a t i o n  wi th  I r a q ,  even though t h e  
I r d n i a n  Government doubted I r a q ' s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  reach  an agreement. The I s l a m i c  
Republic of I r a n ,  moreover, was w i l l i n g  t o  a r r a n g e  f o r  a n  exchange o f  c h i l d  
p r i s o n e r s  i n  any numbers t o  which I r a q  might agree.  Severa l  y e a r s  p rev ious ly ,  t h e  
I r a n i a n  Government had pu t  forward a sugges t ion  f o r  t h e  exchange o f  v i s i t s  by W W  
f a m i l i e s .  Some s t e p s  taken by t h e  Government o f  I r a q  had prevented such a p roposa l  
from becoming a r e a l i t y .  The proposa l  was still on t h e  t a b l e ,  and I r a n  was w i l l i n g  
t o  a l low v i s i t s  by I r a q i  f a m i l i e s  o f  WWs, i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  r e c i p r o c i t y .  

169. We were a l s o  informed t h a t  I r a n  had been w i l l i n g  f o r  some t ime t o  r e l e a s e  
u n i l a t e r a l l y  l a r g e  numbers of  i n v a l i d  I r a q i  POWs. 'Po d a t e  one group o f  72 such 
POWs had been r e p a t r i a t e d ,  and another  g roup  o f  26 would follow. There had been 
some d e l a y s  i n  t h a t  regard,  owing t o  t h e  s t r a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  ICRC. 

170. The I s l a m i c  Republic o f  I r a n  was s e r i o u s l y  cons ider ing  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
asking one or more n e u t r a l  c o u n t r i e s ,  o r  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  to a c t  a s  a 
P r o t e c t i n g  Power. k l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  t h e  I r a n i a n  Government would be w i l l i n g  to use  
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t h e  good o f f i c e s  of a  t h i r d  country  o r  of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r q a n i z a t i o n ,  wi thout  
e i t h e r  t ak ing  up t h e  r o l e  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  Power, for t h e  purpoee of a s a l e t i n 4  in an 
exchange of pr i s o n e r s .  

171. In rep ly  t o  a  question, w e  were t o l d  t h a t  t h e  I r a n i a n  Government f e l t  t h a t  
those  WWs he ld  for  t h e  longes t  per iod ehould be re leaned  f i r s t .  There were 
between some 6,000 and 7,000 I r a q i s  who had been he ld  i n  c a p t i v i t y  for more than 
four years .  

172. Turning t o  t h e  p o l i c i e s  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r a c t i c e s  followed by t.he I r a r ~ l a n  
Government towards I r a q i  POWe, we were informed t h a t :  

( a )  The t o t a l  number of POW8 in I r a n  was more than 46,000 ~ p r e a d  over 
16 camps. Most POWs had been cap tured  near Khorramehahrr 

( b )  The camps were l o c a t e d  i n  a r e a s  where t h e  c l i m a t e  was b e e t ,  f a r  from t h e  
b a t t l e f r o n t .  Most o f  them had previously  been 1 ran ian  army q u a r t e r e r  

( c )  A 1 1  camps had t a p  water i n  abundance and had h e a t i n g  and c o o l i n g  
f a c i l i t i e s ;  some were a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d )  

( d )  Every camp had t h e  r e q u i r e d  s a n i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s :  ehuwers, l a v a t o t  l e e  arrd 
water b a s i n s .  POW8 were requ i red  t o  ehower a t  l e a s t  once a  week. Although t h e r e  
were some mechanized laundry f a c l l i t i e e ,  moet POW8 washed t h e i r  c l o t h e e  by hand, 
fo r  which t.hey were q iven  laundry aoap,  

( e )  A l l  camps had d o c t o r s  and medical f a c i l i t i e s  t o  cope wi th  mild modical 
c a s e e .  Emergency and i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  was a v a i l a b l e  i n  m i l i t a r y  h o e p i t a l e .  Tlierc 
was an average of one doc to r  and t h r e e  medical a a s i s t a n t s  per 1,000 PoWs. That 
compared favourably  with t h e  r e s t  of t.he c o u n t r y ,  where t h e  r a t i o  waa o n e  doc to r  
per i0 ,000  i n h a b i t a n t s .  Use was made i n  t h e  camps of c a p t u r e d  I r a q i  medical  
per son11e11 

( f )  P r i s o n e r e  wounded on the  frori t  were immediately moved t o  h o a p i t a l ~  i n  
Teheran. I t  was t h e  po l icy  of t h e  I r a n i a n  Government, in keeping w i t h  I8 lamic  
p r e c e p t s ,  t o  seek t o  r e p a t r i a t e ,  v i a  a  t h i r d  c a u n t r y ,  thoee  POW6 with c h r o n i c  or  
i n c u r a b l e  d i s e a s e s .  If  t h e r e  were any hindrances  to t h a t  e f f o r t ,  they were due t o  
b u r e a u c r a t i c  de laye ,  n o t  l e a s t  on t h e  p a r t  of  ICRC, which had r e o u l t e d ,  for 
i n s t a n c e ,  in  t h e  d e a t h  of t w o  WWe before  t h e y  could be r e p a t r i a t e d )  

( g )  The s l e e p i n g  facilities i n  t h e  camps were i d e n t i c a l  to t.hooe provldcd for  
I ran ian  soldiers. Beds, ma t r e s s e s ,  p i l lowo,  b l a n k e t s ,   towel^ ancl tooth-bruahes  
were provlded for every p r i s o n e r  7 

( h )  F i f t e e n  items of c l o t h i n g  were eupp l ied  t o  each POW. Every mix monthd 
they rece ived  a  new c a p )  every f o u r ,  new underwear ) every month, Four b a r t  of eoap)  
every S I X  months, new bath and hand towels ,  o tooth-brush and a pair  uf 81 t p p a r a )  
every month, one p a i r  of socks )  every y e a r ,  a new bedspread and every o t h e r  y e a r ,  
two new b lanke t s .  Pr i aoners  a l s o  rece ived  a new wrmlen coat  anti t r o u o c r e  every 
year t 
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( 1 )  'I'he too p r o v l d e d  t o  POWs was t h e  same as t h a t  p r o v i d e d  to  t h e  I r a n l a n  
army.  S l n c e  t h e .  buntry was a t  war ,  army r a t i o n s  c o n t a i r , e d  3 , 5 0 0  to  4 , 0 0 0  c a l o r l e s  
p e r  day. 'l'he same a p p l i e d  t o  POWs. F r e q u e n t l y ,  camp authorities c o n s u l t e d  POW8 
a b o u t  t h e l r  d l e t .  One c o n s e q u e n c e  had been ,  tor  I n s t a n c e ,  t h a t  t h e  amount  o f  r l c e  
had been r e d u c e d  a n d  t h a t  o f  meat I n c r e a s e d .  Twice a  week FQWs a t e  c h i c k e n .  Meat  
was a l w a y s  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  t h e i r  m a i n  m e a l s .  B u t t e r  a l rd  p r e s e r v e s ,  and  sometimes 
e q q s  were s e r v e d  w l t h  b r e a k f a s t .  T h r e e  d a y s  a  week,  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  e n d e a v o u r e d  to 
q l v e  prisoners t s u i t  o r  c o m p o t e ;  

l Every POW, i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  r a n k ,  r e c e i v e d  t h e  e q u l v a l e n t  o f  
20 S w i s s  t r a n c s  a month. Of t h i s ,  SwF 1 0  was p a l d  to them i n  c o u p o n s ,  which  t h e y  
c o u l d  u s e  a s  money i n  t h e  camp c a n t e e n  or s t o r e ,  w h e r e  qoods were a v a i l a b l e  a t  cost 
v a l u e .  The o t h e r  SwF 1 0  was p a l d  i n  t h e  f o r m  of c i q a r e t t e s ,  a t  t h e  r a t e  ot s e v e n  
p e r  d a y .  POWs were  n o t  p a i d  i n  c a s h ,  s i n c e  t h a t  would f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  task ot  t h o s e  
s e e k l n q  t o  e s c a p e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  e v e r y  POW was q i v e n  a d a l l y  a l l o w a n c e  ot 
20 r i a l s  - 4/ to  p u r c h a s e  sweets ( 9 3  r i a l s  equa.l.s a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $US l ) .  A t  t h e  
b e q l n n i n q  o t  t h e  w a r ,  s o l d i e r s  r e c e i v e d  SwF 8 ,  NCOs SwF 1 2  and  o f f i c e r s  SwF 1 6 .  I t  
was d e c l d e d  l a t e r  t h a t  i t  would b e  more e q u i t a b l e  to i n c r e a s e  t h e  pay ot e v e r y b o d y  
t o  SwF 20. T h u s ,  I r a n  was q o i n q  beyond what  wae r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  t h e  Geneva 
C o n v e n t i o n .  Sometimes p r i s o n e r t  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  p a y  f o r  two o r  t h r e e  months  I n  o n e  
lump sum; 

( k )  C o n c e r n i n q  a m e n l t ~ e s ,  a l l  camps h a d  c o l o u r  t e l e v i s i o n  and r a d i o  sets .  
POWs were t r e e  to  s w i t c h  on any  proqrammes t h a t  t h e y  w i s h e d .  J o u r n a l s  a n d  
m a q a z l n e s  In  A r a b i c  a n d ,  sometimes, i n  E n q l i v h  w e r e  available; 

(1) P h y s l c a l  e x e r e l s e  In  t h e  mernrnq was c o m p u l s o r y .  Games w e r e  n o t ,  
a l t h o u q h  f o o t b a l l ,  b a s e b a l l  and t a b l e  t e n n l s  were p o p u l a r .  Each  POW camp had  ~ t s  
own teams whlch competed  a q a 1 1 1 s t  e a c h  o t h e r .  T h e  wrnninq  team t h e n  p l a y e d  d q a l n s t  
an  l r a n l a n  team.  The  authorities had  r e c e n t l y  d e c l d e d  to a l l o w  t h e  w i n n l n q  team to 
p l a y  a b r o a d  i n  1985; 

( m )  Every t a c i l l t y  t o r  r e l i q i o u s  w o r s h i p  was p r o v i d e d .  Some POWs '-ad e v e n  
been t a k e n  t o  t h e  Holy C l t y  o t  Qum. The n e e d s  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  and  any o t h e r  
r e l l q l u ~ s  m l n o r l t i e s  were a l s o  t a k e n  c a r e  o t ,  particularly a t  Christmas and some 
o t h e r  major  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i q l o u s  h o l i d a y s ;  

( n )  R e q a r d i n q  m a i l ,  w e  w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  POWs were f r e e  to c o r r e s p o n d  w l t h  
anybody anywhere ,  i n c l u d i n q ,  ot c o u r s e ,  t h e i r  f a m l l l e s .  Pen a n d  p e n c i l s  a s  well a s  
p a p e r  were  p r o v l d e d .  C o r r e s p c n d e n c e  was h a n d l e d  t h r o u q h  ICRC o r  t h r o u q h  a t h l r d  
c o u n t r y .  L e t t e r s  s e n t  t o  c o u n t r i e s  o t h e r  t h a n  I r a q  r e c e i v e d  prompt  r e p l i e s .  
R e p l l e s  f rom I r a q  were  s l o w ,  s u q q e s t i n q  t h a t  t h e  I r a q 1  Government  was h o l d i n q  up 
m a l l  o r  t h a t  t h e  f a m i l l - s  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  t .he  l e t t e r s  s e n t  to  them by POWS. P r o o f  
ot t h a t  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  i n  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s ,  p r i s o n e r s  r e c e i v e d  "phony" l e t t e r s  
w r i t t e n ,  t o r  l n s t a n c e  by t h e  " w l t e '  ot a  p r i s o n e r  u h o  was u n m a r r i e d  o r  c o n t . a l n l n q  
l n t u r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  a  r e l a t i v e  who was l o n q  d e a d .  L e t t e r s  f r o m  POWs 
a t t e r  b e l n q  c e n s o r e d ,  a  p r o c e s s  t h a t  u s u a l l y  t o o k  b e t w e e n  o n e  and  t w o  w e e k s ,  were  
handed tr) ICRC, u n l e s s  t h e y  went  v i a  a t h i r d  c o u n t r y ;  

4/ N l n e t y - t h r e e  r i a l s  e q u a l s  d p p r o x l m a t e l y  $US 1 a t  t h e  p r e v a l l l n q  o t t l c l a l  - 
r a t e  ot  o x c h a n q e .  
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(0) The I r a n i a n  Government was w i l l i n g  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  meetings of POWs with 
t t r ~ ~ c  families. Third c o u n t r i e s  had ':een n o t i f i e d  t h a t  any f a m i l l e s  of POWs were 
welcome i n  I r a n .  To f a c i l i t a t e  mat te r s  and t o  avoid p o s s i b l e  reprisals by t h e  
Government of  I r a q ,  t h e  I ran ian  a u t h o r i t i e s  d id  not stamp t h e  p a s s p o r t s  of  t h o s e  
coming t o  v l s l t  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  i n  t h e  camps. The i r  e n t r y  v i s a  was pu t  on a 
s e p a r a t e  s l i p  of paper .  F a c i l i t i e s  were provided f o r  POWs t o  meet t h e i r  wives i n  
t o t a l  pr ivacy.  I n  some camps, we were informed t h a t  WWs had appeared on 
t e l e v i s i o n  reques t inq  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  t o  come and v i s i t  them! 

( p )  Virtually a l l  camps had a c u l t u r a l  committee. One of  its mail  t a s k s  was 
t o  provide l i t e r a c y  c l a s s e s  f o r  those  POWs who d i d  not know how t o  read and w r i t e .  
I t  was c a l c u l a t e d  t h a t  50 per  c e n t  of I r a q i  WWs were i l l i t e r a t e  a t  t h e  time of  
t h e i r  c a p t u r e .  As a r e s u l t  of t h a t  e f f o r t ,  between some 6,000 and 8,OdO WWs had 
l e a r n t  how t o  read and w r i t e .  A t o t a l  of 285 l i t e r a c y  c l a s s e s  were held i n  t h e  
camps, employing a t o t a l  of  581 teachers .  most of whom were POWs themselves. In  
most c l a s s e s ,  a commentary of  t h e  Koran was provided. Geography and h i s t o r y  were 
a l s o  tauqht .  In a d d i t i o n ,  a t o t a l  of 260 p l a y s  had been performed i n  t h e  camps by 
t h e  p r i s o n e r s  themselves and more than  500 POW songs had been taped and 
d l s t c i b u t e d .  Every pr i son  had a l i b r a r y .  A l l  t h a t  was i n  keeping with t h e  
q u l d e l l n e s  s e t  o u t  by t h e  Imam, who wanted WWs to  r e t u r n  one day t o  t h e i r  count ry  
and become u s e f u l  elements of t h e i r  ~ O C i e t Y i  

( q )  In  every camp t h e r e  was a workshop where POWs could a c q u i r e  p r a c t i c a l  
s k i l l s  and c a r r y  ou t  usefu l  work, ranging from a r t  and h a n d i c r a f t s  t o  smal l - sca le  
manufacturinq a c t i v i t i e s .  Those who worked rece ived  a d d i t i o n a l  money; 

( c )  A l l  concerns of  t h e  WWs were handled by ttie camp r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  and a 
c o u n c i l  of e i g h t ,  a l l  of them POWs e l e c t e d  by t h e  pr i soners .  Each dormitory and 
s e c t i o n  had its own e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  Represen ta t ives  were s u b j e c t  to  
approva l  by the  camp a u t h o r i t i e s .  I n  t h o s e  camps which conta ined  o f f i c e r s  a s  wel l  
a s  s o l d i e r s ,  o f f i c e r s  sometimes but not  always a c t e d  a s  POW r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  

( 5 )  NO I r a q i  c i v i l i a n s ,  wi th  t h e  except ion of f a m i l i e s .  were allowed i n s i d e  
t h e  camps; 

(t) Most breaches of d i s c i p l i n e  were handled by t h e  camp commanders who could 
impose a per iod  of s o l i t a r y  confinement f o r  a per iod  not exceeding 10 days. 
S e r i o u s  c r imes  were brought before  a c o u r t ,  a l though t h e  sen tence  was suspended 
u n t i l  t h e  conc lus ion  of t h e  war. Corporal  punishment could be imposed only by a 
c o u r t ,  i n  accordance with I s lamic  law. The camp authorities, l e t  a lone  o t h e r  
p r i s o n e r s ,  were not  allowed t o  admin is te r  c o r p o r a l  punishment. 

173. Our € ind ings  and observa t ions  regarding t h e  concerns expressed by t h e  
Government o f  I raq  a s  well  a s  t h e  p o l i c i e s  of t h e  Government of  t h e  I s lamic  
Republic of I r a n  concerning t h e  p r i s o n e r s  of ,war held i n  t h a t  country a r e  con ta ined  
i n  t h e  fol lowing s e c t i o n  of t h e  p r e s e n t  repor t .  
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C. Examination of t h e  concerns expressed by t h e  Government of  t h e  
Republic of I r a q  

1. Al lega t ions  regard ing  t h e  k i l l i n g  of  POWs in t h e  camps 

"The harsh t reatment  of  I r a q i  p r i s o n e r s  - t h e i r  t o r t u r e ,  murder, t h e  
amputation o f  t h e  limbs of some of them and t h e  tak ing  of  blood from them" 51 - 

174. Complementary t o  t h e s e  I r a q i  concerns,  t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  have claimed t h a t  
such inhumane t rea tment  has  repea ted ly  l e d  t o  r e v o l t  among I r a q i  POWs i n  t h e  camps 
a t  Gorgan, S a r i ,  Parandak, Semnan and Mashad, r e s u l t i n g  i n  l a r g e - s c a l e  k i l l i n g s  and 
wounding of p r i s o n e r s  by t h e  I r a n i a n  guards. 

175. The above charges were categoric:ally and i n  t o t o  r e j e c t e d  by t h e  I r a n i a n  
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  who d e c l a r e d  them t o  be  nothing b u t  propaganda. The c la im t h a t  blood 
was taken from I r a q i s  was d e c l a r e d  to  be without  foundat ion even i f  blood was 
needed for  t h e i r  compat r io t s ,  it would n o t  be drawn from t h e  POWs but  suppl ied  by 
t h e  n a t i o n a l  blood banks. With regard to t h e  i n c i d e n t s  claimed by I r a q  t o  have 
occur red  i n  v a r i o u s  camps, they were e i t h e r  denied a l t o g e t h e r  o r  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  
q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  causes .  

176. We were n o t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  f a c t u a l  b a s i s  of t h e  I r a q i  concerns  
regarding w i l f u l  k i l l i n g ,  unnecessary amputations i n  connect ion with medical 
t rea tment  or t h e  t ak ing  of  blood from I r a q i  POWs t o  be used for  I r a n i a n  s o l d i e r s .  
During t h e  course  of our v i s i t s  t o  POW camps, however, we heard many complaints  o f  
p h y s i c a l  and mental i l l - t r e a t m e n t  o f  a g e n e r a l  n a t u r e ,  including whipping and 
bea t ing  with w i r e  c a b l e s ,  sticks and i r o n  p i p e s ,  and kicking,  e s p e c i a l l y  of wounded 
p a r t s  of t h e  body. Such t rea tment  was u s u a l l y  i n f l i c t e d  by p r i s o n  guards,  b u t ,  on 
occas ion ,  by fe l low POW~ opposed to t h e  I r a q i  Government. W e  a l s o  heard  r e p o r t s  o f  
long-term confinement, sometimes s o l i t a r y ,  sometimes i n  small  and overcrowded 
c e l l s ;  o f  being locked i n t o  c o n t a i n e r s  w i t h  no room f o r  movement, of  t h e  p u l l i n g  o f  
n a i l s  e t c .  C o l l e c t i v e  punishment measures, such a s  depr iva t ion  or  reduc t ion  of  
food for  per iods  up t o  30 days were a l s o  repor ted .  

177. ~ l t h o u g h  i t  was not  p o s s i b l e  f o r  us  t o  determine t h e  accuracy of  i n d i v i d u a l  
accounts ,  t h e i r  prevalence and s i m i l a r i t y ,  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  by numerous WWs, l e d  u s  
t o  conclude t h a t  undoubtedly such p r a c t i c e s  had been c a r r i e d  ou t .  Maltreatment ,  o r  
even rumours about  it, might wel l  l ead  t o  r e v o l t s  it is t h e r e f o r e  q u i t e  l i k e l y  t h a t  
i t  is p a r t l y  accountab le  f o r  some o f  t h e  v i o l e n t  i n c i d e n t s  which have repea ted ly  
occurred i n  some of t h e  camps. Apart from t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  Gorgan Camp, which h a s  
been descr ibed  i n  d e t a i l  i n  t h e  preceding s e c t i o n  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  r e p o r t ,  dur ing  our  
v i s i t s  t o  t h e  camps w e  a l s o  heard from s e v e r a l  sources  o f  t h e  fol lowing i n c i d e n t s :  

( a )  In t h e  Kaladous s e c t i o n  Of Parandak Camp, on 5 February 1983, 1 3  POWs had 
been k i l l e d ,  and more than 100 s e r i o u s l y  wounded; and i n  F a l l a h i  s e c t i o n ,  on 
2 3  August 1984, 1 POW had been k i l l e d ,  and dozens s e r i o u s l y  wounded; 

J The f u l l  list of  t h e  p o i n t s  o f  s p e c i a l  concern of t h e  Government of  t h e  
Republic o f  I r a q  is reproduced i n  appendix 11 to t h i s  r e p o r t .  
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(b) A t  S a r i  Camp, on 5 J a n u a r y  1983, 1 POW had been k i l l e d  and 7 wounded; 

( C )  A t  Sennan Camp, on  2 J a n u a r y  1983,  3 WWs had been k i l l e d .  and 
L 5  s e r i o u s l y  wounded; 

(d) At T a k h t r  Camp, i n  e a r l y  August  1984, 4 POWs had been k i l l e d .  

178. w e  a l s o  heard  of  an  i n c i d e n t  a t  Ghouchan Camp, on  1 3  February  1983, d u r i n g  
which a b u t  50 POWs had been k i l l e d  and s c o r e s  s e r i o u s l y  wounded, and a n o t h e r  a t  
Mehrabad Camp (no  d a t e  p r o v i d e d ) ,  where no less than  1 0  WWs died. An i n c i d e n t  a t  
Maehad Camp was a l s o  mentioned w i t h o u t  d e t a i l s .  

179. In  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  above i n c i d e n t s ,  t h e  EQWs a t  t h e  variou:; camps v i s i t e d  
qave  us  f u l l  o r  p a r t i a l  lists of  t h e  names of POWs k i l l e d  o r  i n j u r e d o  w l t h  t h e i r  
ICRC r e q i s t r a t i o n  numbers a s  w e l l  a s  ~ e q i s t r a t i o n  c a r d s .  Most o f  t h e  WWs t o l d  u s  
t h a t  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  invo lved  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  between 
" b e l i e v e r s "  and "1oyaS i s t s "  and t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  of t h e  l a t t e r  to hav inq  t h e  
"believers" w i t h  them i n  t h e  same d o r m i t o r i e s  o r  s e c t i o n s .  The authorities 
a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  a t  Parandak,  S a r i  and  T a k h t i .  They s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
i n c i d e n t s  stemmed trom q u a r r e l s  between opposing PQW f a c t i o n s  and a t t e m p t s  to 
e s c a p e .  We were  no t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  to  v e r i f y  t h e  o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s ,  b u t  we d o  
c o n c l u d e ,  based on t h e  we l l - co r robora t ed  i n f o r m a t i o n  p rov lded  to us ,  t h a t  t h e  
i n c i d e n t s  a t  Sernnan on  2 Janua ry  and a t  Parandak o n  S Februa ry  1983  d i d ,  i n d e e d ,  
t a k e  p l a c e .  

"The r e n d e r i n q  of  d e a t h  s e n t e n c e s  o r  s e n t e n c e s  o f  l m p r i s ~ n m e n t  a q a i n s t  
c e r t a i n  I r a q i  p r i s o n e r s  w i t h o u t  in fo rming  che I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Committee 
o f  t h e  Red C r o s s  of  t h e  l e g a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  t a k e n  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and t h e  t r i a l "  

180.  I n  r e s p e c t  of t h e  above conce rn ,  t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  p rov ided  u s  w i t h  copies 
ot t h r e e  d e a t h  s e n t e n c e s  and t h r e e  s e n t e n c e s  o f  imprisonment imposed by t h e  I r a n i a n  
m i l i t a r y  c o u r t s  i n  1983 which had n o t  been r e p o r t e d  to ICRC. 

181. The I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w l t h  t h e  Geneva 
Convent ion o f  1949, t h e  h o s t  S t a t e  h o l d s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  t r y  and pun i sh  d e l i n q u e n t  
ms i n  accordance  wi th  its m i l i t a r y  r e g u l a t i o n s .  They s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  POWs 
w i t h  s e n t e n c e s  o f  imprisonment had been i n t e r v i e w e d  i n  1984 by ICRC and  t h a t  w e  
c o u l d  meet w i t h  t h e  t h r e e  i f  we wished to do  so. 

182. Durinq t h e  c o u r s e  o f  Our v i s i t s  t o  t h e  various camps we hea rd  a number o f  
c o m p l a i n t s  a b o u t  s e n t e n c e s  imposed by I s l a m i c  c o u r t s  and  t h e  s e n t e n c i n g  to d e a t h  of 
p i l o t s  f o r  havinq c a r r i e d  o u t  a i r  r a i d s  on c i v i l i a n  areas. However, we were n o t  i n  
a p o s i t i o n  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  f a c t u a l  b a s i s  f o r  such  c l a i m s .  

183. d e  shou ld  l i k e ,  however, to draw a t t e n t i o n  to a r t i c l e s  104 and  107 of t h e  
T h i r d  Geneva Convent ion,  accord ing  to which t h e  d e t a i n i n g  Power h a s  t h e  d u t y  to  
in fo rm t h e  p r o t e c t i n g  Power ( o r  its s u b s t i t u t e )  at least t h r e e  weeks b e f o r e  t h e  
opening o f  a t r i a l  and any judgement and s e n t e n c e  upon POWs shou ld  b e  immediate ly  
r e p o r t e d .  
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2. A l l e q a t r o n s  oE t h e  k i l l i n g  of POW5 On or a f t e r  c a p t u r e  

"Mass murder o f  I r a q i  p r i s o n e r s ,  whether  o n  c a p t u r e  o r  s u b s e q u e n t l y "  

1 8 4 .  I raq  has  accused  I r a n  of commit t inq mass murder o f  I r a q i  prisoners, on c a p t u r e  
o r  a r t e r  c a p t u r e .  I n  o r d e r  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h a t  c h a r q e ,  t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  qave  
u s  pho toqraphs  of dead s o l d r e r s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  hands and l e g s  t i e d ,  who were s a l d  t o  
be I r a q i  POWs murdered upon c a p t u r e  i n  Bos tan .  They a l s o  r e f e r r e d  to a magazine 
a r t i c l e  i n  which i t  was a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n  p a p u l a t l o n  rn  Irar? was a d m r t t e d  
to POW camps and i n c i t e d  to t a k e  r evenge  f o r  t h e  s u f f e r i n q s  t h a t  t hey  had endured 
under  I r a q i  enemy a c t i o n s .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  I r a q i  authorities cha rqed  thar. mass 
e x e c u t i o n s  o f  I r a q i  POWs had t aken  p l a c e  on v a r i o u s  o c c a s i o n s  I n  d i f f e r e n t  p l . c e s ,  
t h e  most prominent  o f  which was t h e  s h o o t i n q  o f  1 ,500  WWs r n  t h e  Al-Khata j iah  a r e a  
on 29 November 1981. They t o l d  u s  t h a t  s i m i l a r  i n s t a n c e s  had c c c u r r e d  a f t e r  t h e  
f i g h t i n g  i n  Abadan o n  27 September 1981  (150 POWs e x e c u t e d )  and a t  Zwarko Camp. 
e a s t  of  t h e  Bas ra  s e c t o r ,  where 50 POWs were  s a i d  to have been execu ted  on 
1 5  March 1984 and b u r i e d  a t  Shah Abayyid Cemetery. 

185. A l l  t h e  above c h a r q e s  were c a t e q o r i c a l l y  r e f u t e d  by t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s .  
The e x p l a n a t i o n  q i v e n  wi th  r e s p e c t  to t h e  d e e d s  o f  Al-Khaf a j i a h  was t h a t  t h e  b o d i e s  
had been l e f t  behind by t h e  I r a q i s  a f t e r  a b a t t l e  which r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  
of Bastan.  The 1 ,500  abandoned b o d i e s  had been q a t h e r e d  and b u r i e d  i n  Bostan.  A s  
t o  Zwarko, t h e  I r a n i a n s  d e n i e d  t h a t  any such  camp e x i s t e d .  They ma in ta ined  t h a t  
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  POWs c a p t u r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  Abadan b a t t l e s  and t h e  
s l a u q h t e r i n g  o f  WWs by t h e  c r v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  were  w i t h o u t  founda t ion .  The 
pho tographs  t h a t  had been g i v e n  u s  were denounced a s  f a k e s .  

186. On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s ,  we were  unab le  to c o n f i r m  t h e  
c h a r q e  of  mass murder o f  I r a q i  WWs upon o r  a f t e r  c a p t u r e .  I t  shou ld  be n o t e d ,  
however,  t h a t  s i m i l a r  c h a r q e s  o f  such  i n c i d e n t s  were  made by some I r a q i  POWs i n  t h e  
v a r i o u s  camps t h a t  we v i s i t e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  b a t t l e s  i n  Abadan, 
Bos tan  and Shush. They a l s o  gave  u s  some ot t h e  names of t h o s e  c l a imed  to have 
been k i l l e d  a f t e r  c a p t u r e .  Bear ing i n  mind t h e  v i c i o u s  and emot iona l  n a t u r e  of  t h e  
war ,  we c a n n o t  e x c l u d e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  l a r g e  numbers o f  I r a q i  s o l d i e r s  c o u l d  
have been k i l l e d  o n  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d s  upon s u r r e n d e r .  

187. A s  we obse rved  under a similar c o n c e r n  expres sed  by I r a n ,  n o t h i n g  w e  hea rd  
would, i n  o u r  view, c o n t r a d i c t  what was s t a t e d  on  t h i s  m a t t e r  i n  t h e  ICRC 
memorandum of  7 May 1983  ( s e e  pa ra .  76 above) .  

188.  Concerning t h e  chacqe  t h a t  W#s were  k i l l e d  by c i v i l i a n s ,  we were n o t  i n  a 
P o s i t i o n  to i n v e s t i g a t e  it, b u t  no such  i n c i d e n t s  were mentioned by t h e  I r a q i  POWs 
v i s i t e d  by us .  

A l l e g a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  p e r s o n s  u n l i s t e d  or ' d i sappea redu  

"The f a c t  t h a t  I r a n  has  n o t  p r o v i d e d  t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  w l t h  t h e  names 
o f  I r a q i s  mis s ing  on t h e  b a t t l e f r o n t "  

189. The I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  s t a t e d  t h a t  e a c h  c o u n t r y  was i t s e l f  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
t h e  g a t h e r i n g  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h e i r  m i s s i n g  pe r sons .  T h a t  was why t h e  I s l a m i c  



R e p u b l i c  o t  I r a n  had f l r e t  p r e s e n t e d  a  l ist  ot  a b o u t  1 0 , 0 0 0  a n d ,  l a t e l y ,  o t  a b o u t  
20,000 m l s s i n q  P e r S o n a *  

190 .  The  I r a n l a n  a u t h o r i t r e e  f u r t h e r  r n f o r m e d  u s  t h a t  f o r w a r d i n q  t h e  names ot a l l  
I r a q i  m i s s i n q  p e r s o n s  was impossible b e c a u s e 1  

(a )  I r a q i  s o l d i e r s  did n o t  p o s e e s s  m e t a l  i d e n t i t y  t a g s ,  a m a t t e r  t h a t  had 
been r e f e r r e d  t o  I r a q  t h r o u g h  ICRC) 

(b) T h e r e  were  many i n e t a n c e e  ot e s c a p e ,  where  I r a q i  a o l d l e r s  h a d  t a k e n  
c e t u q e  I n  o t h e r  c o u n t c i e e t  

( C )  Those  I r a q i  c o r p s e s  w i t h o u t  m e t a l  i d e n t i t y  t a g s  o r  a n y  o t h e r  
l d e n t l f  i c a t i o n s  had been b u r i e d  I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  I s l a m i c  norms1 

( d )  I n  some l n s t a n c e s ,  b e c a u s e  ot  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  r n c l u d r n q  heavy  bombardment ,  
bodies had remained  u n a t t e n d e d  and, owlnq to  t h e  l a p s e  ot tlme, had become 
u n r e c o q n ~ z a b l e .  

191.  we s h o u l d  l l k e  to  d r a w  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  to  t h e  c o n t l i c t  to t h e  
t a c t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  o b l i g e d  to  r e c o r d  a n d  p r o v i d e  t o  t h e  p r o t e c t l n q  Power a n d  to  t h e  
c e n t r a l  p r l sor re r -o f -war  a q e n c y  a l l  d a t a  o n  e a c h  wounded, s i c k  o r  d e a d  p e r s o n  o f  t h e  
a d v e r s a r y  f a l l i n g  i n t o  t h e i r  har,de a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  i d e n t i t y  and  s t a t e  ot h e a l t h  o f  
c a p t u r e d  p e r s o n n e l ,  w i t h  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e e  o f  t h o s e  who have  dled a t t e r  c a p t u r e .  

1 9 2 .  From o u r  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  a n d  t h e  testimonies h e a r d ,  i t  a p p e a r s  
to  u s  t h a t  f o r  a v a r i e t y  ot  r e a s o n s ,  some ot t h e  b 0 d i e ~  ot p e r s o n s  who had died o n  
t h e  b a t t l e f r o n t  c o u l d  n o t  be r % c ~ ¶ n i z e d  a n d ,  a8 a c o n s e q u e n c e ,  had b e e n  b u r i e d  a8 
u n ~ d e n t i f l e d  o r  unknown. However,  t h e  f a i l u r e  to  s u b m i t  t h e  r e q u l r e d  r e p o r t s  I n  
o t h e r  l n s t a n c e s  may h a v e  been c o u n t e r - i n t e l l i q e n c e  l n e a e u r e s  d e s i q n e d  to  m l a l e a d  t h e  
enemy. 

193. The r e a s o n s  q r v e n  by I r a n  flre p l a u e i b l e  b u t  n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  We b e l l e v e  t h a t  
b e c a u s e  many of t h e  I r a q i  WIJs have  n o t  h s e n  r e p o r t e d  by I r a n  t o  ICRC o r  a n y  o t h e r  
a q e n c y ,  have  n o t  been v i e l t e d ,  r e q i s t e r e d  o r  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  l d e n t r t y  c a r d s  a n d  h a v e  
n o t  been r e p o r t 4  to t h e  I r a q 1  Government ,  t h e y  may c o n s t i t u t e  a  c o n s r d e r a b l e  
proportion o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  c o n e l d e r e d  to be m i s s i n g .  

"The t a c t  t h a t  I r a n  h a s  n o t  handed  o v e r  t o  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  ~ n t e r n a t i o n d l  
C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  Red C r o s e  i n  1ra;-the namee ot a  l a r g e  number of I r a q 1  --- ------P 

p r i s o n e r s  (close to 1 5 , 0 0 0 )  a n d ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h o a e  ot  h l q h - r a n k r n g  o t t  l c e r  B" 
-- ...-p-- 

1 9 4 .  I n  c o n n e c t r o n  w l t h  t h e  a b o v e  c o n c e r n ,  t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t l e e  p r o v l d e d  u s  w i t h  a 
p a r t i a l  l l s t i n q  ot  I r a q 1  POW o t f l c e r s  ( 1 , 5 6 9 )  n o t  v i s i t e d  by ICHC who a r e  
uri . iccounted t o r .  They a l s o  q a v e  u s  a  l is t  of 79 I c a q l  o f t  I c e r e  r e p o r t e d  by I r a n  a s  
h a v l n q  been c a p t u r e d  and a  l ist ot  6 4  names ot POW6 b a s e d  o n  l n t o r m a t i o n  b r o a d c a s t  
by Abadan r a d i o .  

195. The I r a n l a n  a u t h o r i t l e e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  t r i e d  to  s u b m l t  t h e  l ls ts  of c a p t u r e d  
to  ICHC a s  soon a s  p v s s l b l e ,  dependi r lq  o n ,  i n t e r  a l ~ a ,  w h e r e  t h e  c a p t u r e  t o o k  

p l a c e ,  the distance, t h e  tlme t h e  c a p t ~ v e e  have  been  h e l d  I n  detention camps.  
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196. Fur ther ,  they informed u s  t h a t  excep t  f o r  some 200 r e c e n t l y  c a p t u r e d  WWSI a l l  
I r a q i  POws had been r e g i s t e r e d  by ICRC. They were a l l  a c c e s s i b l e  and a v a i l a b l e  t o  
ICRC, whlch could s e e  them. They were a l l  allowed t o  write t o  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  about  
t h e i r  well-being on t h e  f i r s t  a v a i l a b l e  occas ion  and had a l s o  been a b l e  to  convey 
messages t o  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  throuqh t h e  I r a n i a n  mass media ( t e l e v i s i o n ,  r a d i o  and 
newspapers).  The I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  maintained t h a t  time d id  not  permit  them t o  
i n v e s t r g a t e  t h e  l r s t s  provided by t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  before our  d e p a r t u r e ,  
thouqh they had no t iced  a number o f  incons i s tenc ies .  They also claimed t h a t  ICRC 
had o f t e n  delayed its v i s i t s  to t h e  camps and t h e  processing of i d e n t i t y  c a r e s  
a f  t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  

197. Fur ther ,  t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  s t a t e d  t h a t  very o f t e n  high-ranking I r a q i  
o f f i c e r s  had concealed t h e i r  rank and i d e n t i t y .  They a l s o  pa in ted  o u t  t h a t  many o f  
those  claimed by I r a q  t o  be among t h e  missing might hsve died i n  ac t ion .  They 
assured  us  t h a t  they would i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  list t h a t  we gave then! and r e p o r t  t o  US 

thereon  promptly. 

198. We have noted a number of i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  wi th  regard t o  t h e  above information.  
For example, according t o  t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e  t o t a l  number o f  1 r a q i  WWs 
is 46,262, bu t  45,287 have been r e g i s t e r e d  by ICRC. Moreover, based on our own 
i n q u i r i e s ,  we b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s r r i o u s  de lays  i n  providing t h e  requ i red  
lnformatron on POWs t o  ICRC, which has  not been allowed t o  v i a i t  t h e  camps on a 
regu la r  b a s i s .  In  f a c t ,  ICRC has not  been a b l e  t o  v i s i t  a l l  t h e  camps, p a r t l y  
because of t h e  e x i s t i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  between t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and t h e  I r a n i a n  
a u t h o r i t i e s .  

199. I t  should be pointed o u t  t h a t  t h e  suspension o f  ICRC a c t i v i t i e s  a f t e r  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  a t  Gorgan i n  October 1984 was not  t h e  f i r s t .  Delay i n  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  
o r  t h e  non- reg is t ra t ion ,  of WWs a f t e r  c a p t u r e  was v e r i f i e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of our  
..isits to t h e  camps. Some WCJs had not  been r e g i s t e r e d  s i n c e  t h e i r  Capture a t  t h e  
beginning of 1982, and o t h e r s  had rece ived  t h e i r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  c a r d s  on ly  r e c e n t l y ,  
d e s p i t e  having been cap tured  a low time ago. Some FQWS t o l d  ua t h a t  they had n o t  
been registered by ICRC dur ing  its v i s i t  t o  t h e i r  camp because j u s t  p r i o r  to t h e  
a r r i v a l  of IcRC, they were e i t h e r  "hiddenw o r  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  ano ther  camp and t h e n  
re tu rned  t o  t h e i r  camp immediately a f t e r  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  of ICRC. That  charge was 
repea ted  o f t e n  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  camps. In one i n s t a n c e ,  we were t o l d  t h a t  more t h a n  
140 o f f l c e r s  had been t r a n s f e r r e d  p r i o r  to  our  a r r i v a l .  I t  was a l s o  a l l e g e d  t h a t  
some WWS, p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f f i c e r s ,  were o f t e n  t r a n s e e r r e d  and t h a t  no one could  
a s c e r t a i n  t h e i r  s t a t u s  t h e r e a f t e r .  

200. We have a l s o  noted t h a t  not many o f f i c e r s  were included i n  t h e  f i g u r e s  
provided by t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  on t h e  var ious  camps, a t  l e a s t  on those  t h a t  
we v i s i t e d .  Very few of  them were of t h e  rank of Colonel  o r  Lt .  Colonel,  and only 
8 were p i l o t s .  We were not  provided with an a c t u a l  breakdown by rank. 

201. Though t h e  o f f i c i a l  I r a n i a n  f i g u r e  f o r  I r a q i  POWs s t a n d s  a t  46, 262, t h e r e  
have been r e p o r t s  e s t i m a t i n g  t h e i r  number t o  be between 50,000 and 53,000. We were 
no t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  an a c c u r a t e  f i g u r e  o r  t o  v e r i f y  t h e  I r a q i  
Government's c la im t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  c l o s e  t o  15,000 POWs whose names have no t  been 
repor ted  t o  ICRC ( s e e  observa t ions  i n  paras .  203-211 below). 
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"The p r e s e n c e  of  a  number of I r a q i  p r i e o n e r e  i n  Ev in  P r i s o n  under I r a n i a n  --- - -- 
naaies" 

202. A S  w i l l  be a w n  i n  pa rag raph  207 below, t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e e  informed ue 
t h a t  t h e  Evin P r i s o n  W.8 r e a e r v e d  f o r  I r a n i a n  p r i e o n e r s  and  t h a t  t h e r e  were no  
I r a q i  POWs i n t e r n e d  i n  t h a t  p r i son .  We were n o t  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  a s c e r t a i n  whether  
t h e r e  were, i n  f a c t ,  any  I r a q i  POW8 i n t e r n e d  i n  Evin  P r i s o n .  

4. A l l e g a t i o n s  o t  t h e  e x i e t e n c e  o f  " a e c r e t n  camps 

" T k f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  are u n p u b l i c i z e d  p r i e o n  campe which t h e  mis s ion  o f  
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Committee of t h e  Red i n  I r a n  i e  unable  t o  v i a i t ,  
a l t h o u g h  t h e  I r a q i  Covernmc.nt knowe o f  t h e  e x i e t e n c e  o f  some o f  them' -- -- -7-*- 

203. I n  c o n n a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  above c o n c e r n ,  t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  Baghdad 
p rov ided  U 8  wi th  l i 8 t 8 t  

(a )  A l i e t  o f  9  POW camps and 2 h o s p i t a l s  in I r a n  v i s i t e d  by ICRC i n  19841 

(b) A l i n t  of 7 Ww campe n o t  v i s i t e d  by ICRC b u t  whose e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e y  
t o l d  u s ,  had been conf i rmed  by t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s #  

( c )  A l i e t  of 1 5  u n d i 8 c l o s e d  PC4d campe i n  I r a n .  

204. We submi t t ed  t h e  t h r e e  lists to t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e e ,  whoee coauaente a r e  
r e t  l e c t e d  below. 

205. I n  t u r n ,  t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  g a v e  ue  t h e i r  l i e t  of POW campe i n  I r a n .  
They informed u r  t h a t  t h e  n a m e  of t h e  campe v i s i t e d  by ICRC on  t h e  I r a q i  list were 
e r r o n e o u s  and t h a t  t h o w  on t h e i r  l i e t  were c o r r e c t .  They also p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  
t h e  r e p o r t e  o f  t h e  Red Cross r e y s r d i n q  t h o e e  campe had been p u b l i e h e d .  They 
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  reaeon why ICRC had n o t  v i s i t e d  t h e  o t h e r  7 campe was t h a t  it 
had d0cid .d  to r u r p ~ n d  i t 8  a c t i v i t i e e .  The l i e t  of POW campe, w i t h  t h e  number of  
I r a q i  POW6 i n  each ,  a 8  p r o v i t k d  by t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  is reproduced i n  
append ix  V I .  

206. w i t h  r e g a r d  to t h e  I r a q i  c l a i m  conce rn inq  t h e  " n e c r e t 9  campe, t h e  I r a n i a n  
a u t h o r i t i e s  e m p h a t i c a l l y  d e n i e d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  s u c h  camp8 and r e p l i e d  i n  w r i t i n g  
a s  fo l lower  

' ( a )  D e t i n i t e l y ,  t h e r e  e w l s t e  no CMIP l n  t h e  name of 'Wal l i -a l -Aeeare  
i n  I r a n t  

' ( b )  The camp 'Torbnt  Jam' h a s  been p r e v i w s l y  mentioned i n  t h e  I r a q i  
l i e t  a s  a n  o f f i c i a l  camp ot  t h e  Islamic Repub l i c  o f  I r a n .  But n w  it i f 3  
r e l i s t e d  a 8  a n  u n o f f i c i a l  camp1 

" ( C )  The c i t y  of Dszfu l  h a s  one  a i r  base, where o n l y  t h e  a i r  baee  
p e r s o n n e l  and t h e i r  Camil iea  l i v e ,  and no  POW camp e x i e t a  i n  t h a t  c i t y i  

" ( d )  The re  i r r  no camp i n  Qazween wha t soeve r t  
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" ( e )  Mashad h a s  o n l y  o n e  camp which  h a s  b e e n  previously m e n t i o n e d  l n  t h e  
llst o f  o t f l c l a l  camper 

" ( E )  I n  Mashad t h e r e  1s def  ~ n i t e l y  n o  r e q i o n  o r  camp w l t h  t h e  name 
o f  ' Q a l i '  J 

( g )  I n  Mashad t h e r e  is no camp c a l l e d  'Zwarko ' r  

" ( h )  The p r r s o n  o t  Evin  is e s p e c i a l l y  t o r  I n t e r n a l  (Iranian) p r l s o n e r s r  
t h e r e  a r e  no POWs i n  t h a t  camp# 

( i )  F a r a h a b a d  1s t h e  p r e v i o u s  name of T a k h t i ,  which  h a s  been m e n t l o n e d  
as  a n  o f f i c i a l  campr 

" ( j )  Sanq ~ a s t  is n o t  a  camp b u t  is a  p l a c e  where a d d r c t s  a r e  k e p t 1  

" k - l I n  g e n e r a l ,  a l l  camps named T a r l q - a l - Q u d s  ( w t ~ r c t l  s t a r t s  
f rom (1) a n d  e n d s  i n  ( 1 6 )  . I n  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  o t  I r a n  no camp b e a r s  
t h e  name o f  T a r l q - a l - Q u d s  ( 2 0  a n d  21) r 

" ( m )  Mehrabad is ment ioned  i n  t h e  o f f  l c i a l  l ist  o t  camps a n d  t l as  been  
c o n s t a n t l y  v i s i t e d 1  

" ( n )  I n  B e r j a n d  t h e r e  is n o  POW campj  

" (0)  Shamorana t  is l o c a t e d  i n  N o r t h  o f  T e h e r a n  a n d  h a s  no  POW camp."  

207. The  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  f u r t h e r  i n t o r m e d  u s  t h a t  ot t h e  4 U  P O W  o t t l c e r s  
a l l e g e d  by I r a q  to  be h e l d  i n  E v i n  P r r s o n ,  o n l y  7 had  been l o c a t e d  l n  v a r r o u s  POW 
camps  and  t h a t  t h e r e  were  n o  POW8 i n  E v i n  P r i s o n .  The  7  w e r e  l n  camptl v l s l t e d  by 
ICRC. They i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a  m a j o r  d i t f i c u l t y  i n  identifying t h e  p e r s o n s  c l a l m e d  to 
be l m p r i s o n e d  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  f u l l  namee ot t h e  s a l d  pr  l s o n e r s  of war were  
n o t  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s .  Very o f t e n ,  too, t h e  POWs d l d  n o t  p r o v l d e  
f u l l  l n f o r m a t l o n  o n  t h e i r  a c t u a l  r a n k  o r  names. The  Iranian a u t h o r l t l e s  a s k e d  u s  
t o  e x t e n d  o u r  s t a y  i n  I r a n  f o r  o n e  d a y ,  i n  o r d e r  to  l n v e s t l q a t e  t h e  I r a q 1  c l a i m  
r e q a r d l n q  " s e c r e t a  camps.  G i v e n  t h e  m a q n i t u d e  and  t h e  practical d l t t l c u l t l e s  t h a t  
s u c h  a n  i n v e s t l q a t i o n  m i g h t  e n t a i l ,  we f e l t  u n a b l e  to  a c c e p t  to  t h e l r  o t t e r .  

208. We b e l l e v e  t h a t  s a n e  o f  t h e  c o l l f u s l o n  r e y a r d i n g  e s t a b l ~ s h e d  and  c o n t  l rmed  POW 
camps m i q h t  be t h e  r e s u l t  of l i n g u i s t i c  differences. Moreover ,  some ot t h e  p l a c e s  
m e n t l o n e d  by t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  c o u l d  h a v e  been u s e d  a s  c e n t r e s  t o r  t h e  
c o l l e c t i o n  a n d / o r  t r a n s i t  o f  newly c a p t u r e d  POW8 to  v a r l o i r s  camps .  T t ~ e  Iranian 
a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v e  c o n f ~ r m e d  t h a t  sane camps h a d  been e v a c u a t e d ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  A n z a l l  
Camp i n  1984  when t h e  w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  t h e  K a h r i z a k  Camp. The G e z e l  H e s s a r  
Camp h a d  a l s o  bee61 e v a c u a t e d .  We h e a r d  f r o m  a  number of POWs a t  v a r i o u s  camps o f  
t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  campe s u c h  a8 A 1  Ahwaz, Q a e r - F i r o u z i e h  a n d  B a n d a r - A n z a l i .  
S a n 9  B a s t  was m e n t i o n e d  o n  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  a s  a n  u n d e r q r o u n d  camp w l t h  more t h a n  
2 ,000  POWs w i t h  t h e  m a j o r i t y  u n r e g i s t e r e d  by ICRC.  However,  w e  w e r e  n o t  111 a 
p o s l t i o n  t o  c o n f i r m  o r  d e n y  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s u c h  camps.  



~ / 1 6 9 6 2  
E n q l i s h  
Paqe 50 

209. Numerous t e s t i m o n i e s  h a v e  been  a n a l y s e d  a n d  c o i n c i d e  i n  r e t l e c t i n q  t h e  
e x i s t e n c e  ot s m a l l  d e t e n t i o n  camps a n d  p u n i s h m e n t  a r e a s  n e a r  t h e  e x l s t i r ~ q  o t t r c i c ~ l  
camps a n d  ot c e r t a l n  n o r m a l  cel ls  t h a t  e x i s t  i n  t h e  m i l i t ' i r y  l n s t a l l d t i u n s  
~ u r r o u n d t n q  some ot t h e  camps which  a r e  p o s s i b l y  u s e d  t o r  WWs. For e x a m p l e ,  t i l t h  

a u t h o r i t i e s  a d m i t t e d  t i r a t  Bane p u n i s h e d  l r a q l  Ctlr i s t i a n  POWs t r o m  Paranddk  C d ~ n p  
w e r e  k e p t  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  police h e a d q u a r t e r s  ( k s h w a n )  i n  T e h e r a n  a i t h o u q h  we ~ I C I O  
uut f l c i e n t  i n t o r m a t  i o n  c u n f  i r m i n q  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  ot  i n d i v i d u a l  d i s c l p l  l n a r y  ce l  l s 111 

e e v e r a l  POW Camps. 

210. We were  i n t o r m e d  by many POW8 t h a t  s p e c i a l  p l a c e s  u s e d  a s  ce l l s  o r  punis t rment  
arcbasi w e r e  c h a n g e d  o r  r e d e c o r a t e d  b e t o r e  o u r  a r r i v a l .  

2 1 1 .  T h e r e  r s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  number o t  h o s p i t a l s  where  i l l  a n d  wounded POWs , i r e  
c o n v a l e o c i n q  o r  u n d e r  t r e a t m e n t ,  none ot which  d i d  w e  v i s i t  t o r  lack ot t i m e )  s o n l t b  

o f  them had been p r e v i o u s l y  v i s i t e d  by ICRC b u t  n o t  r e c e n t l y .  

5. A l l e g a t i o n s  of t o r t u r e  a n d  m l t r e a t m e n t  ot p r i s o n e r s  of war -- 
" H a r s h  t r e a t m e n t  ot I r a q i  p r i s o n e r s ,  t h e i r  t o r t u r e ,  m u r d e r ,  t h e  amFcl ta t lun  -- 
of limbs ot sane o t  them arrd t h e  t a k i n q  of b l o o d  f rom them" 

- - - -- - - --p 

2 1 2 .  'she t i n d i n q s  and  o b s e r v a t i o n s  of t h e  m i s s l o n  r e q a r d r n q  t h i s  c o n c e r n  a r e  
c o n t a i r l e d  111 p a r a g r a p h 8  174-179 a b o v e .  

' Y i L l o r y i n q  ot I r a q i  prisoners i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  ot  I r a n i a n  c:ities w h l l e  LK~ur~cl - - - -  - p-- -- - -- -- - 
w i t h  c h a i n s  . 

213. The  I r a n l a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  I r a q 1  c l a i m 8  w e r e  " t o t a l l y  t a l s e  arid 
w i t l r o u t  t o u n d a t i o n " .  R e f e r r i n q  t o  t h e  t a c t  t h a t  I r a q i  p r i s o n e r s  a p p e a r  r e q u l a r ' ~  
i n  F r l d a y  p r a y e r  s e s s i o n s  o n  t e l e v i s i o n ,  t h e  I r a n i a n  Government  h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h ~ s  was o n  t h e i r  own r e q u e s t  to be a l l o w e d  to j o i n  r e l i g i o u s  ceremonies a n d  v l n l t  
s a c r e d  p l a c e s .  

2 1 4 .  A l t h o u q h  we d i d  h e a r  r e p o r t s  o n  t h e  p i l l o r y l n q  ot I r a q i  p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  
s t r e e t s  o t  I r a n i a n  c i t i e s ,  we w e r e  n o t  i n  a  position to e a t a b l l s h  t h e  t a c t u a l  : )d: l l ! ;  

e i t h e r  of t h e  I r a q i  c l a i m s  o r  o t  t h e  I r a n i a n  r e u p o n s e .  

6 .  A l l e q a t i o n s  ol  p o l i t i c a l  and  i d e o l q i c a l  
E s s u r e  and  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  

"The p l a c i n q  of c l v i l i a n  s u p p o r t e r e  ot t h e  I r a n i a n  r k i m e  t o g e t h e r  w l t h  I r a q 1  - - - -  --...- -p--- - ---- -- -v---- 

p r i e o n e r e  - - - - -  t o r q o l l t i c a l ,  - ideo_ l_~qlca l  and p r o p a q a n d l s t i c  p u r p o s e s  - whlctr art! 
internationally p r o h i b i t e d '  

- -  - ---- 

"The t a c t  t h a t  pol i t ical  e l e m e n t s ,  u n d e r  c o v e r  o t  r e l i q i o n ,  v l s i t  t h e  p r i s o n  
- - --- - - P  --  - - - -  --- --- - 

camps-  i n  o r d e r  to u n d e r t a k e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  h o e t i l e  t o  I r q  and wl t t r  the 
- --U - - - -  - --  -----U--- - - 

i n t e n t i o n  o f - i n i i l u e n c i n q  - - -  t h e  - - m o r a l e  - - - - o t  I r a q i  p r i s o n e r s  a n d  e n r o l i i - n q  t h e m , - b y  -- - -- -- - 
c o e r c l v e  means,  i n  pol i t ical  movements s u b s e r v i e n t  t_o t h e  I s l e m i c _ ~ e p ~ b ~ i c  - - - o t  
t r a n "  
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2 1 5 .  I raq  made t h e  accusa t ion  t h a t  t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  r e g u l a r l y  p r a c t i s e d  
brain-washinq and p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  on I r a q i  POws. According t o  these  
a l l e g a t i o n s ,  c i v i l i a n s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  members of  I r a q i  o p p o s i t i o n  groups ,  who have 
f l e d  t o  the  I s lamic  Republic of I r a n ,  a r e  admit ted to POW camps. They would be 
allowed t o  make propaganda f o r  t h e i r  own p o l i t i c a l  aims and t r y  t o  win over  I r a q i  
W W s  and i n c i t e  h a t r e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  I r a q i  Government. T h i s  would normally occur  
under cover  of r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e s .  Pressure  would a l s o  be e x e r t e d  on EzOWs t o  read  
books of c e r t a i n  p o l i t i c a l ,  re1 i g i o u s  o r  i d e o l o g i c a l  bent.  Those converted would 
be t r a i n e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  Iraq and organ ize  a  r e b e l l i o n  t h e r e .  They would a l s o  be 
induced t o  f i g h t  i n  t h e  I r a n i a n  army a g a i n s t  t h e i r  own country. Evidence was 
submit ted i n  t h e  form of a  m i l i t a r y  r e p o r t  on a  ceremony where a  gcea t  number o f  
" I r a q i  WWs promised a l l e g i a n c e  t o  Ayatul lah Khomeini", agreed t o  j o i n  t h e  I s l a m i c  
Da'wa p a r t y  and engaged themselves t o  f r e e  I r a q  from its p r e s e n t  Government. 
I n d i v i d u a l  o a t h s  were s a i d  t o  have been taken i n  t h e  presence of 
Hoja to l i s lam Mohammad Eaqir A l - H a k i m  from Nejev. 

216. The Government of I r a q  has  a l s o  accused t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t r e s  of f o r c i n g  t h e  
I r a q i  C h r i s t i a n  POWs t o  perform t h e  I s lamic  r i t u a l s  (p rayers  and f a s t i n g )  and n o t  
a l lowing them t o  p r a c t i s e  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n .  

217. The Xranran a u t h o r r t i e s  r e j e c t e d  t h e  above a c c u s a t i o n s  a s  t o t a l l y  b a s e l e s s  and 
f a l s e .  The performance of r e l i g i o u s  d u t i e s  could c e r t a i n l y  no t  be c a l l e d  
"brain-washing". Re l ig ious  s e r v i c e s  and preach ings  se rved  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  and 
psycholoqical  needs of WWs. They were allowed i n  response to t h e  p r i s o n e r s '  Own 
wishes. Apart from Hojatol is lam Al-Hakim, who was reccqnized as a  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r  
by most of t h e  Moslems of  I r a q ,  no I r a q i  o p p o s i t i o n  leader  had ever  been admit ted 
t o  t h e  camps, it was s a i d .  A s  t o  t h e  a l l e g e d  coerc ion  to read books with c e r t a i n  
c o n t e n t s ,  it was s a i d  t h a t  t h e  camp l i b r a r i e s  corresponded to I r a n i a n  p u b l i c  
l i b r a r i e s .  I n  any c a s e ,  people could not  be forced to read. The I s l a m i c  Republic 
of I r a n  a l s o  denied t r a i n i n g  WWs wi th  t h e  aim of i n s t i g a t i n g  a  r e b e l l i o n  i n  I r a q ,  
bu t  it f e l t  unable t o  suppress  t h e  I r a q i  people ' s  own oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  B a a t h i s t  
r k i m e .  In no c a s e  would I r a q i  FQWs be allowed t o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  I r a q ,  even i f  t h e y  
wished t o  do so. A number of  reasons  were g i v e n  a s  proof t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e p o r t  
prcduced by I raq  a s  evidence was forgery .  Fur ther ,  t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  s t a t e d  
t h a t  Is lam d i d  not  a l low t h e  enforcement and imposi t ion of  b e l i e f s .  The C h r i s t i a n  
POws were allowed t o  observe t h e i r  own r i t e s  and twice a year  t h e  camp a u t h o r i t i e s  
l n v i t e d  C h r i s t i a n  c l e r g y  t o  admin is te r  r e l i g i o u s  r i t e s .  

2L.8, When v i s i t i n g  the  camps, t h e  mission found unequivocal s i g n s  of p o l i t i c a l  
i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  being appl ied  t o  I r a q i  Ms. I n  q u i t e  a  number o f  c a s e s ,  our  f i r s t  
c o n t a c t  with POws was overshadowed by t h e i r  shout ing s logans  condemning t h e  I r a q i  
Government and p r a i s i n g  t h e  I s lamic  Revolution. That could g o  on f o r  a lmost  an 
hour a s  was t h e  c a s e  i n  Takht i  camp. Banners with s logans  were h o i s t e d  and p o s t e r s  
showing t h e  p r o t r a i t s  of l e a d e r s  of  t h e  Islamic Revolution i n  I r a n ,  I r a q i  
oppos i t ion  l e a d e r s  and u n f l a t t e r i n g  drawings of  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  I r a q  were p r e s e n t  
i n  most camps v i s i t e d .  We were repea ted ly  t o l d  by t h e  PQWs t h a t  they were fo rced  
t o  a t t e n d  l e c t u r e s  and preachings with an a n t i - I r a q  b ias .  Everything was done, we 
were t o l d ,  t o  change t h e  WWs' p o l i t i c a l ,  i d e o l o g i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  a l l e q i a n c e ,  
inc lud ing  phys ica l  and mental i l l - t r e a t m e n t .  In almost  every camp v i s i t e d ,  t h e r e  
was a  group of I r a q i  POWs who were a g a i n s t  t h e  Government of I r a q ,  co-operat ing 
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c l o s e l y  w l t h  t h e  I r a n l n n  p o l l t r c d l  and  m l l l t a r y  a u t h o r l t l e s .  They were s d l d  to  
e n j o y  s p e c l d l  p r l v l l e q e s ,  a n d  w e  w e r e  I n  t a c t  a b l e  t o  n o t l c e  c o n s l d e r a b l e  
d i f t e r e n c e s  be tween  t h e  v a r l o u s  s e c t l o n s  o f  a  q l v e n  camp I n  t e r m s  o t  c l o t h l n q ,  
accommodation a n d  t r e e  movement. Such d l V l S l O n S  coincided c a n s p l c u o u s l y  w l t h  t h e  
o p l n l o n s  h e a r d  troln t h e  I n m a t e s .  I t  seems t h a t  c o n s l d e r a b l e  l a t r t u d e  1s q l v e n  to 
t h e  t a c t i o n  known a s  " b e l l e v e r s m  r n  o r d e r  to  l n t l u e n c e  t h e l r  t e l l o w  p r l s o n e r s '  
c o n v l c t l o n s .  They ,  rdt .her  t h a n  t h e  m l l r t a r y  a u t h o r r t l e s ,  we were  t o l d ,  r a n  some o t  
t h e  s e c t i o n s  o t  camps .  We w e r e  r e p e a t e d l y  told t h a t  POW8 w e r e  more a t c a l d  o t  t h o s e  
p r o t e s s l n q  o p p o s l t l o n  to  t h e  I r a q 1  Government  t h a n  of  t h e l c  L r a n l a n  q u a r d s .  

219. Throuqhout  o u r  v l s l t s  to  t h e  camps we w e r e  c a u t r o n e d  by POWs t h a t  t h e  C u l t u r a l  
Comrnlttee r e t e r r e d  to by t h e  Government  - t h e  POWs c a l l  l t  " F a r h a n q l m  was I n  t a c t  
r u n  by 'Al-Hak~m t o l l o w e r s " .  The Committee had wlde a u t h o r i t y  to i n t e r r o q a t e ,  
b e a t ,  t o r t u r e ,  d e p r r v e  a  POW o t  h l s  r l q h t  to  s e n d  and  r e c e l v e  m e s s a g e s ,  o r  o r d e r  
t r a n s t e r  ot POWs to  llnknown camps .  W e  w e r e  n o t ,  however ,  I n  a p o s l t ~ o n  to v e c l t y  
s u c h  a l l e q a t l u n s .  

220. Prisoners o t t e n  complained o f  r e s t r r c t l o n s  o n  musrc  or o n  s l n q l n q  o r  o t  b e l n q  
d e n l e d  a c c e s s  to  a r a d l o .  I t  was q e n e r a l l y  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  A r a b l c  ] o u r n a l s  
and  m a q a z l n e s  POWs r e c e r v e d  were t h o s e  published l n  I r a n  by t h e  Da'wa p a r t y  a n d  
o t h e r  I r a q i  o p p o s l t l o n  q r o u p s  l l v l n q  I n  t h a t  c o u n t r y .  L ~ b r a r l e s  were  s a l d  to be 
s t o c k e d  a l m o s t  e n t l r e l y  w l t h  books  o n  Islam o r  o n  I s l a m r c - o r l e n t e d  s u b j e c t s ,  a s  we 
w e r e ,  o n  occasion, a b l e  t o  v e r l t y  o u r s e l v e e .  

221. We were  a l s o  l n t o r m e d  by t h e  POW8 t h a t  c l a e s e s ,  w h e r e  available, w e r e  r e s e r v e d  
f o r  "believers". C e r t a r n l y  we w e r e  able to n o t e  t h a t  few,  l £  a n y ,  classes a p p e a r e d  
to  e x i s t  i n  t h o s e  camps o r  s e c t r o n s  e x c l u e r v e l y  i n h a b i t e d  by t h o s e  who continued 
t h e i r  s u p p o r t  t o r  t h e  cf ivernment  of I r a q .  

222. Whenever we e n q u l r e d  t r o m  POWs a b o u t  t h e  c o n t e n t s  ot p l a y s  a n d  s o n q s  p e r t o r m e d  
i n  t h e  camps ,  w e  were  l n t o r m e d  by b o t h  t a c t i o n s  o f  W e  a l ~ k e  t h a t  t h e y  m a l n l y  had 
a p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e n t ,  w r t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and  t h e  Government  ot I r a q  b e l n q  t r e q u e n t l y  
t h e  t a r q e t  ot a b u s e  o r  s a t i r e .  

223. I t  certainly c a n n o t  be d e n l e d  t h a t  I r a q 1  POWs I n  t h e  I s l a m r c  M p u b l ~ c  o t   ran 
l i v e  u n d e r  s t r o n q  psychological p r e s s u r e .  T h l s  Le a l l  t h e  more so s i n c e  r e l l g l o u s  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  issues a r e  c l o s e l y  interwoven l n  t h a t  c o u n t r y  a n d ,  a s  many 
" b e l i e v e r s m  r e p e a t e d l y  s t a t e d ,  t h e y  identified t h e m s e l v e s  w l t h  t n e  I r a n l a n  war a l m  
of overthrowing ot t h e  I r a q 1  Government ,  whlch  was d e c r l e d  a s  c r i m l n a l  and  
a n t i - I a l a m .  R e 1  l q i o u s  l n s t r  u c t i o n ,  which  is administered by t h e  I r a n i a n  c l e r g y ,  
t h u s  a l m o s t  l n e v l t a b ~ y  t a k e s  a  p o l i t i c a l  t u r n  which  1s bound to  c r e a t e  conflicts ot  
c o n e c i e n c e  f o r  t h e  I r a q 1  p r l s o n e r s .  We n o t e d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  ot a c l e r q y m a n  I n  Gorqan  
who was a l l e q e d  by POW6 t o  be a n  I r a q i  d e p o r t e e .  A g r e a t  e t f o r t  would be needed  
i n d e e d  i n  o r d e r  to s a f e q u a r d  t h e  human d i q n i t y  o f  t h o s e  PWs who h a v e  t h e l r  
f a m i l i e s  i n  I r a q  and w l s h  to r e t u r n  to  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  o n c e  t h e  war is  o v e r .  

224. Durinq o u r  v i s i t  to  t h e  v a r i o u s  camps ,  we o b s e r v e d  t h e  p s y c h o l o q i c a l  l s o l a t l o n  
as well a e  t h e  t r a u m a  q f  Christian I r a q i  POW8 I n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  "believers". T h i s  
was n o t e d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  d u r i n q  o u r  v i s l t  to  t h e  T a k h t i  Camp w h e r e  o v e r  
1 , 0 0 0  g b e l i e v e r s "  kept. s h o u t i n q  a n d  s l n q i n q  a n t i - I r a q i  s l o q a n s .  T h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  a  
s c o r e  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  seated i n  o n e  c o r n e r  i n  s i l e n c e ,  a f r a l d  a n d  r e f u s i n g  to t a l k .  
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In many o t h e r  camps, we were inforraad o f  s e v e r a l  atteFapts t o  c o n v e r t  non- I s l amic  
m i n o r i t i e s .  f i r t h e r ,  we were informed t h a t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  ce remon ies  on 
ChriStfnaS 1984 had bean d i s r u p t e d  by ' b e l i e v e r s m  who h u r l e d  i n s u l t s  a t  C h r i s t i a n  
M e ,  and s e r i o u s  f i g h t i n g  had t aken  p l a c e .  Al though we c o u l d  n o t  c o n f i r m  some of 
t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  made by POW8 i n  campe v i s i t e d ,  i n  view o f  t h e  o v e r a l l  a tmosphe re  
i n  t h e  campe, s u c h  i n c i d e n t s  c o u l d  be p o e e i b l e ,  n o t  am a  r e r u l t  o f  o f f i c i a l  
Government p o l i c y  b u t  r a t h e r  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n a r y  real of  eome 
m b 8 1 i e ~ e ~ 8 m .  We f e e l  none t h e  lees t h a t ,  i n  view o f  t h e  e w c e p t i o n a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
s i t u a t i o n  p r e v a i l i n g  i n  WW campe, m i n o r i t y  g roups  r e q u i r e  s p a c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  and 
a e e i e t a n c e .  

7. A l l e g a t i o n s  of s u b e t a n d a r d  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  camp8 

*Bad h e a l t h  and medica l  s e r v i c e s  and i n a d e q u a t e  equipment  and f o o d m  

225. The I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  informed us * h a t  a l l  p o e s l b l e  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  were 
provided  i n  t h e  POW campe and t h a t  on t h e  w a r f r o n t  t h e  same prompt a t t e n t i o n  was 
acco rded  to a l l  wounded, whether  I r a q i  o r  I r a n i a n .  

226.  They f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  food p rov ided  f o r  t h e  I r a q i  #)We was t h e  s a m  a s  
t h a t  provided  f o r  t h e  army p e r s o n n e l  o f  t h e  Islamic Repub l i c  o f  I r a n  and t h a t  t h e  
ICRC r e p o r t s  proved t h e  f a l s e h o o d  o f  I r a q i  a l l e g a t i o n s .  The ram p o l i c y  was 
a p p l i e d  w i t h  r ega rd  t o  c l o t h i n q  f o r  PWe. 

227. The a u t h o r i t i e s  provided  many d e t a i l e  a b o u t  t h e  p o l i c y  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  
a p p l i c a b l e  to -6, as well a s  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  and  r e e o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  e a c h  camp, 
one  p r i n c i p l e  be ing  t h a t  t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  s h o u l d  b. t h e  same a8 t h o s e  of 
t h e  I r a n i a n  s o l d i e r s .  We hea rd  many o t h e r  detai le  abou t  r e g u l a r  r ep lacemen t  of  
c l o t h i n g ,  t y p e s  and q u a n t i t i e e  of food and p r o v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  c a n t e e n s  where 9ood8 
were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  POW6 to buy from t h e i r  e a r n i n g s .  

228. We pa id  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a t t e n t i o n  to t h e  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  camps 
v i e i t s d .  Apar t  from h e a l t h ,  med ica l  s e r v i c e s ,  equipment and food, we examined i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  c l o t h i n q ,  bedding ,  h y g i e n i c  f a c i l i t i e s ,  b u i l d i n g r ,  exposu re  to wea the r  
and c l i m a t e ,  p o e e i b i l i t i e e  f o r  movement and  e x e r c i a s ,  etc. T h i s  was not a n  a t t e m p t  
t o  d o  t h e  vork  of ICRC. I n  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  such  a n  e n q u i r y  was e e e e n t i a l .  

3a. We cwld n o t  v e r i f y  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  made by t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  r s q a r d i n g  t h e  p o l i c y  
of  mihn ta in inq  t h e  same s t a n d a r d s  f o r  FOWs a s  f o r  I r a n i a n  e o l d i e r s ,  a s  we did n o t  
eXamine t h e  c o n d i t i o t l s  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s  i n  any c a a p a r a b l a  way. We n o t e d ,  f o r  
i n e t a n c e ,  t h a t  when h o e p i t a l i z a t i o n  was r e q u e s t e d ,  medical s e r v i c e s  ware euppored  
t o  be g i v e n  i n  t h e  n e a r e e t  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l ,  b u t  f o r  l a c k  of t h e ,  we c o u l d  no t  
v i s i t  t h e  h o e p i t a l e .  T h e ~ e f o r e ,  o u r  aaeeasment  is based on what  w e  saw and h e a r d  
i n  t h e  POW campe. 

230 .  We v i e i t e d  d i e p e n e a r i e ~ ,  c l i n i c s  and s i c k  wards and i n t e r v i s v o d  med ica l  
p e r s o n n e l ,  i n c l u d i n g  I taqi  d o c t o r s  and medical a u s i e t a n t e  who were themsel.vee POWS, 
sometimes working t o g e t h e r  w i t h  I r a n i a n  h e a l t h  p e r s o n n e l .  W e  albo v i s i t e d  a 
Cons ide rab le  number of p a t i e n t 8  r e c e i v i n g  c a r e  i n  those p l a c e s *  



S/16962 
Enql i sh  
Paqe 54  

231. We noted t h e  camplalnt  i n  some camps t h a t  f a c i l i t r e s  were inadequa te  t o  cope 
wi th  t h e  h e a l t h  problems of WWs. I n  p a r t i c u l a r .  it appeared t h a t  t h e  medicat ion 
was i n s u f f i c i e n t ,  and t h a t  t h e  d o c t o r s  were provided on ly  wi th  l l m i t e d  and 
inadequate  means, even medicat ions whose s h e l f - l i f e  had expired.  

232. The more Eerious a s p e c t  seemed t o  be t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e s e  services, t h e  g e n e r a l  
h e a l t h  s t a n d a r d  was low i n  c e r t a i n  camps and d o r m i t o r i e s .  A number o f  p r i s o n e r s  
S u f f e r e d  from very v i s i b l e  a i lments ,  d i s a b i l i t i e s  and i n j u r i e s  which, according t o  
them and t h e i r  f e l l o w  POWs were e i t h e r  n o t  t r e a t e d  a t  a l l  o r  were t r e a t e d  very 
inadequa te ly .  The l a t e  amputation o f  i n f e c t e d  l imbs  and t h e  p u l l i n g  o f  t e e t h  
i n s t e a d  of t r ea tment  a t  an earl ier  s t a g e  were c i t e d  a s  examples. 

233. I n  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  such c o m p l a i n t s  were confirmed by t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  medical 
pe rsonne l  who d e c l a r e d  t h a t  they were unable  t o  cope wi th  t h e  t a s k .  

234. C e r t a i n  c h r o n i c  d i s e a s e s  were observed i n  s e v e r a l  camps. We were t o l d  by POWs 
i n  many camps of widespread u r i n a r y  and malignant  d i s e a s e s ,  t u b e r c u l o s i s ,  s c a b i e s ,  
haemorrhoids, s k i n  d i s e a s e s ,  cancer ,  e t c .  We saw many d i s a b l e d  p r i s o n e r s ,  v i c t i m & ,  
we were t o l d  by POWs, of  t h e  wars of i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  camps o r  of t o r t u r e .  Csses  
Of mental  d i s o r d e r s  and apathy were numerous. 

235. In o u r  view, t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  perhaps i n e v i t a b l e  a f t e r  long y e a r s  of c a p t i v i t y ,  
p roves  t h a t  t h e  c a r e  provided is i n h e r e n t l y  i n s u f f i c i e n t .  We were informed by many 
POW8 t h a t  they had n o t  had a p h y s i c a l  check-up s i n c e  c a p t i v i t y  o v e r  f o u r  y e a r s  
p rev ious ly .  

236. We were shown t h e  equipment a v a i l a b l e  t o  POWs f o r  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i f e  i n  
d o r m i t o r i e s  and elsewhere i n s i d e  t h e  camps. Apart from t h e i r  beds and c l o t h e s  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  d i d  n o t  have many persona l  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e i r  own; some had t h e i r  smal l  
p e r s o n a l  belongings i n  self-made cardboard c o n t a i n e r s  near  ' their  beds. Some 
workshops, l i b r a r i e s  and o t h e r  common p l a c e s  seemed s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  equipped. I n  
most of  t h e  p l a c e s  we v i s i t e d ,  we were informed i n  p r i v a t e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  t h a t  new 
equipment had been handed o u t  r e c e n t l y ,  a t  t imes j u s t  be fore  o u r  v i s i t .  

237. Many POWs spoke about  t h e i r  own e a r l i e r  l a c k  o f  minimal pe rsona l  e f f e c t s ,  o r  
Of poor equipment (e.g. we were t o l d  by WWs i n  one camp t h a t  from 1982 through 
1983 they  had been provided wi th  two s u i t s ,  two s h o r t s ,  two v e s t s  and two p a i r s  of  
s l i p p e r s r  they  had to buy pyjamas, socks  and caps ,  a s  we l l  a s  c u p s ) .  We noted very 
o f t e n  t h e  r a t h e r  poor state of t h e i r  c l o t h i n g ,  which was o f t e n  patched up. A l l  
d o r m i t o r i e s  v i s i t e d  were i n  good order ;  a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  occas ion ,  and p r a c t i c a l l y  
everywhere b l a n k e t s  and s h e e t s  were new and c lean .  Where h e a t i n g  was necessa ry ,  
h e a t e r s  seemed to be a v a i l a b l e .  

238. We heard f r e q u e n t l y  c a n p l a i n t s  about  i n s u f f i c i e n t  monthly al lowances - 
e q u i v a l e n t  of SwF 1 0  i n  coupons per  month and seven c i g a r e t t e s  pe r  day i r r e s p e c t i v e  
o f  whether one was a smoker or not .  Complaints  were a l s o  heard about  delayed 
payments of allowances, a t  times extending more than  s i x  months. 

239. Moreover, on random i n s p e c t i o n  i n  v a r i o u s  p l a c e s  underneath t h e  new beddlng 
m a t t r e s s e s  were still very poor and worn o u t .  And i n  some camps many p r i s o n e r s  
wore poor c l o t h e s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i n  Semnan, and i n  c e r t a i n  s e c t i o n s  and d o r m i t o r i e s  
of o t h e r  camps. 
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240. Hygienic  f a c i l i t i e s  such  a s  t o i l e t s ,  washrooms and showers  were  p r o v i d e d  and 
a p p a r e n t l y  a n  a t t e m p t  was made t o  keep  them c l e a n .  T h e i r  s t a n d a r d  and numbers,  
however, were i n  most p l a c e s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  i n  view of  t h e  l a r g e  numbers of POWS. 
POWs in  some camps compla ined  a l s o  t h a t  they  had t o  t a k e  c o l d  b a t h s  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of 
weather  c o n d i t i o n s  and t h a t  t3ey  were t aken  t o  p u b l i c  b a t h s  f o u r  t i m e s  a  y e a r .  
A l s o ,  t h e  water  supply  was i n s u f f i c i e n t .  One p a r t  o f  Semnan, t h e  lower camp, had 
20 l a v a t o r i e s  and 18 showers  f o r  2,881 p e r s o n a ,  which may have  acc u n t e d  f o r  some 
of t h e  h e a l t h  problems i n  t h o s e  p l a c e s .  

2 4 1 .  Overcrowdinq i n  d o r m i t o r i e s  was widespread .  Even t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  
reduced s t a n d a r d s  o n e  must e x p e c t  compared t o  c i v i l i a n  l i f e ,  f a c i l i t i e s  oeem 
t o t a l l y  i nadequa te  when s e v e r a l  hundred pr i s o n e r s  must s h a r e  a  room pe rhaps  
c o n s t r u c t e d  fo r  100 or when t h r e e  p e r s o n s  have  to s h a r e  two beds  among them. 

2 4 2 .  In q u a r t e r a  used  f o r  "punishmentn ,  or " d i s c i p l i n a r y  u n i t s " ,  t h e  overcrowding 
was in  some p l a c e s  a p p a l l i n g .  W e  saw 33 pe r sons  l i v i n g  in  a room o f  12  s q u a r e  
me t re s .  Other POWs t o l d  u s  o f  h a v i n g  been k e p t ,  a s  punishment ,  f o r  many weeks w i t n  
more than  100 p e r s o n s  i n  a  room f o r  10 t o  1 2 ,  s l e e p i n g  i n  t u r n s  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r s  
were s t a n d i n g  up. 

243. The lack o f  pr i vacy  was o b v i o u s ,  and  w e  had t h e  impres s ion  t h a t  t h e  more POUs 
were made t o  s t a y  t o y e t h e r  i n  o n e  room, t h e  more e a e i l y  t e n s i o n  c o u l d  a r i s e  among 
them. 

244. We no ted  no  obv ious  cases of malnour ishment .  We saw t h e  k i t c h e n s  and 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of meals  and i n s p e c t e d  t h e  food s e r v e d  d u r i n g  o u r  v i s i t .  We h e a r d ,  
however, some comments a b o u t  s p e c i a l  f o o d  be ing  s e r v e d  on t h a t  o c c a s i o n ,  and t h a t  
norma1J.y food was i n a d e q u a t e ,  i n s u f f i c i e n t  and o f  poor q u a l i t y .  C o n s i s t e n t  and 
c r e d i b l e  descr  i p t - ions  were hea rd  on c e r t a i n  o c c a s i o n s  of w i t h h o l d i n q  o f  food,  
reduced p o r t i o n s ,  c u t t i n g  o f  d i e t  to o n e  meal a  day ,  e tc . ,  sometimes even d e n i a l  of 
w a t e r ,  a s  c o l l e c t i v e  punishment.  

2 4 5 .  The camps i n s p e c t e d  were m o s t l y  l o c a t e d  i n  former army b a r r a c k s ,  and  most of  
t h e  POWs were lodged i n  one- ,  t w o -  o r  sometimes t h r e e - s t o r e y e d  b u i l d i n g s  
( D a v o ~ d i e h ,  Mehrabad, Heshmat ieh ,  parandak)!  one  camp was l o c a t e d  in  a  s p o r t s  
stairium ( T a k b t i )  and  o n e  i n  t h e  open p l a i n  i n  t e n t s  (Semnan). Whereas some cjf t h e  
camps had a d e q u a t e  s p a c e  a d j a c e n t  to t h e  b u i l d i n g s  f o r  movement and  e x e r c i s e ,  t h i s  
was n o t  t h e  c a s e  everywhere.  h e  e e c t i o n s  i n  some camps were  e e p a r a t e d  from t h e  

,ot&er s e c t i o n s  and were d e s c r i b e d  by t h e i r  i nma tes  a s  well a s  by o t h e r  POWs in  t h e  
campi a s  "pr i s o n s " .  They were n o t ,  however, p l a c e s  f o r  t h e  d e t e n t i o n  o f  o f f  e n d e r s  
( d i s c i p l i n a r y  o r  c r  i m i n a l )  , b u t  i n  f a c t  t h e  whole p o p u l a t i o n  of t h e s e  s e c t i o n s  was 
s e p a r a t e d  from o t h e r  pr i s o n e r s .  i his w a 6  mainly t h e  c a s e  o f  p r l a m 9 r ~  who were 
a c t i v e l y  l o y a l  t o  t h e  Government of  t h e i r  c o u n t r y .  These  pr i s o n e r s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  
hand,  seemed to some e x t e n t  t o  p r e f e r  to be  k e p t  a p a r t  from o t h e r  g r o u p s ,  i n  
P a r t i c u l a r  from t h o s e  who a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  to be * b e l i e v e r s m .  POW8 o f t e n  compla ined  
of r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  m u s i c  o r  on s i n g i n g  o r  of b e i n g  d e n i e d  a c c e s s  t o  a r a d i o .  In no 
camp were we informed by PoWe t h a t  p h y s i c a l  e x e r c i s e  wao compulsory .  On t h e  
c o n t r a r y ,  c o m p l a i n t s  were f r g u e n t l y  expres sed  abou t  i ts  inadequacy .  I n  some 
camps, POW6 were a l lowed  t o  qo o u t s i d e  t h e i r  d o r m i t o r i e s  o n l y  f o r  two h o u r s  a day 
and were r e s t r i c t e d  to t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  nar row a r e a  of t h e i r  e e c t i o n .  



S/16962 
Engl i sh  
Page 56 

2 4 6 .  We noted t h a t  t h e r e  had been no p rov is ion  fo r  s e p a r a t e  camps fo r  POWs who a r e  
o f f i c e r s .  In a!.l the  c a s e s  we witrressed, non-commissioned o f f i c e r s  and s o l d i e r s  
were mixed in the  same camp with o f f i c e r s ,  a l though they were u s u a l l y  grouped in  
s e p a r a t e  s e c t o r s  oc d o r m i t o r i e s .  In  a l l  c a s e s  d o r m i t o r i e s  were crowded. The 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the  camps o r  s e c t o r s  were n o t  usua l ly  t h e  o f f i c e r s  u n l e s s  they 
belonged t o  the  group opposing t h e  I r a q i  Government. 

247 .  A l a r g e  number of  o f f i c e r s ,  even i n  c a s e s  when they were cons idered  t o  be  
a n t i - I r a q i  Government, informed us  t h a t  they were n o t  respec ted  a s  o f f i c e r s  and 
a l s o  rece ived  bad t rea tment ,  i n  some c a s e s  i n s u l t s ,  b e a t i n g s  and punishment i n  
c e l l s .  The g r e a t  major i ty  c la imed t o  have been kep t  under c o n s t a n t  p r e s s u r e  by t h e  
I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  under i n t i m i d a t i n g  circumstances,  ve ry  o f t e n  being t r a n s f e r r e d  
from one camp t o  ano ther .  They a l s o  complained t h a t  they were o rdered  t o  s a l u t e  
non-commissioned o f f i c e r s  and t h a t  t h e i r  a l lowances were t h e  same a s  t h o s e  o f  t h e  
non-commissioned o f f i c e r s  and s o l d i e r s .  

8. A l l e g a t i o n s  o f  withholding o f  n a i l  and o t h e r  e n t i t l e m e n t s  o f  POWs 

" I n t e n t i o n a l  s toppage o r  d e l a y ,  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  o f  
l e t t e r s  from I r a q i  p r i s o n e r s  f o r  long p e r i o d s  o f  time" 

2 4 8 .  The I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  have withheld l e t t e r s  
t o  o r  from I r a q i  POWs f o r  more than a year  wi th  t h e  f u l l  knowledge o f  ICRC, 
e s p e c i a l l y  l e t t e r s  of o f f i c e r s  and o t h e r  POWs who have re fused  t o  co-operate  wi th  
camp a u t h o r i t i e s .  They wi thhe ld  family photographs s e n t  t o  POWs. F u r t h e r ,  some 
l e t t e r s  which were supposedly s e n t  by I r a q i  POWs were i n  f a c t  w r i t t e n  by t h e  
I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  with a n t i - I r a q i  i n v e c t i v e s  i n  o rder  to sow d i s t r u s t  between t h e  
f a m i l i e s  and t h e  I r a q i  a u t h o r i t i e s .  

249 .  The I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  informed u s  t h a t ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  a l l  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  t h e  
I s l a m i c  Republic o f  I ran  had exer ted  maximum e f f o r t  t o  exped i te  l e t t e r s  and 
messages a s  much a s  p o s s i b l e .  L e t t e r s  c o n t a i n i n g  obscene,  p o l i t i c a l  o r  s e c u r i t y  
m a t e r i a l  were no t  a l lowed,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  judgement o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
a u t h o r i t i e s .  POWs' correspondence was c a r r i e d  i n  accordance wi th  t h e  fol lowing 
s t a g e s :  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s p e c i a l  ICRC message forms i n  POW camps, c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
w r i t t e n  messages, which were then forwarded by t h e  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  t h e  ICRC 
mission i n  Teheran, and thence t o  ICRC headquar te r s  i n  Geneva. ICRC then forwarded 
t h e  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  I raq .  Af te r  c l e a r a n c e  by I r a q i  c e n s o r s h i p ,  
let ters were then t r a n s m i t t e d  to t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  POW6 i n  I r a q .  Incoming l e t t e r s  t o  
t h e  I s l a m i c  Republic o f  I r a n  had t o  go through a s i m i l a r  p r o c e s s  which t c s k  on 
average from t h r e e  t o  e i g h t  months. 

250. We recognize  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and l o g i s t i c a l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  i n  handl ing messages to and from POWs whose numbers a r e  e s t i m a t e d  
c l o s e  t o  50,0001 we a l s o  recognize  t h e  i n h e r e n t  d e l a y s  a r i s i n g  from t h e  c o l l e c t i o n ,  
c l e a r a n c e  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  and/or forwarding of  such messages. 
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251. C o n t r a r y  to what  we w e r e  l n t o r m e d  by s e v e r a l  camp commanders a b o u t  l a r Y e 1  
number ot m e s s a g e s  a d d r e s s e d  to t h e  pr  l s o n e r s  b e l n q  r e c e l v e d ,  we were t o l d  by WWs 
t h a t  t h e y  r e c e l v e d  v e r y  few.  I n  t a c t ,  o n e  o f  t h e  most f r e q u e n t l y  h e a r d  c o m p l a l n t s  
was t h e  i n f r e q u e n c y ,  when n o t  t h e  t o t a l  a b s e n c e  ot m a l l .  Most POws c l a l m e d  to 
r e c e i v e  o n e ,  'or a t  most  two ,  l e t t e r s  p e r  y e a r .  T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  a l l e q a t l o n s  t h d t  
m a i l  was r e c e i v e d  more t r e q u e n t l y  by t h e  " b e l i e v e r s a  o r ,  I n  some camps,  t h a t  m a l l  
had r e a c h e d  them o n l y  a f t e r  a lonq  d e l a y ,  s h o r t l y  b e t o r e  o u r  a r r i v a l .  

252.  Some c o m p l a l n t s  were a l s o  h e a r d  t h a t  POW8 had been d e n l e d  t h e  opportunity to 
w r i t e  m e s s a q e s ,  o r  t h a t  m e s s a q e s  w r l t t e n  by them o r  a d d r e s s e d  t o  them w e r e  either 
d e s t r o y e d  o r  n o t  d e l z v e r e d  by t h e  a u t h o r l t l e s .  We w e r e  n o t  i n  a  p o a l t l o n  to  
e s t a b l i s h  t h e  f a c t u a l  basis o f  s u c h  complaints, a l t h o u q h  t h e  p o s s l b i l l t y  c a n n o t  be 
discarded t h a l  t h e  d e l a y r n q  of m e s s a q e s  mlqh t  be u s e d  a s  a means o t  e n e r t l n q  
p r e s s u r e  o n  POWs. 

9.  A l l e q a t r o n s  ot prevention ot v l s l t s  and  c e r t a r n  o t h e r  c o n c e r n s  

"The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  m l s s i o n  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Commit tee  ot t h e  Red C r o s s  
h a 8  n o t  been permitted to  v r s l t  I c a q l  p r i s o n e r s  o r  t o  v i s l t  them o n l y  a t  

-W- 

l n t r e q u e n t  - i n t e r v a l s ,  i n  contravention o f  t h e  Geneva C o n v e n t l o n s n  

253 .  The I r a n l a n  a u t h o r r t l e s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c l a l m  made by I r a q  was c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  
t r u t h .  The I r a q i  a u t h o r r t i e s  s h o u l d  c l a r i t y  where  a n d  when t h e  I r a n l a n  Government  
had o f t l c l a l l y  d e n l e d  ICRC a d m l s s r o n  to  t h e  camps.  I n  s p r t e  o f  t h e  expansion o t  
POW camps,  t h e  i n c r e a e l n g  number o t  POW8 and o t h e r  a d m l n l s t t a t i v e  d l t t  l c u l t l e s ,  tile 

r e p o r t s  ot ICRC and t h e  t l o w  a n d  e x c h a n q e  of  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  f rom POW6 w e r e  c l e a r  
e v i d e n c e  o t  ICRC a c t l v l t r e s .  However, t h e  l a c k  o t  experience of some members of 
t h e  ICRC m l s s l o n  a n d  t h e l r  d r s r e q a r d  t o r  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o n d r t i o n u  a n d  c u l t u r a l  
backqround  of  t h e  WWs had c r e a t e d  p r o b l e m s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  ICRC had s u s p e n d e d  
some ot t h e  p l a n n e d  v i s l t s l  a t  t h a t  s t a q e ,  t h e  Government  of t h e  I e l a m l c  R e p u b l r c  
o f  I r a n  had I n s i s t e d  o n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  ICRC b e l n y  c o n t i n u e d .  

2 5 4 .  I n  a n y  e v e n t ,  t h e  I s l a m l c  R e p u b l l c  ot I r a n  had a l w a y s  welcomed r e p r e s e n t a t l v e s  
of l n t e r n a t l o n a l  o r q a n r z a t i o n s  whrch had w i s h e d  to meet w i t h  POWs. So wae t h e  c a s e  
w i t h  t h e  U n r t e d  N a t i o n s  m r s s l o n  c u r r e n t l y  v l s l t r n q  I r a n 1  a l l  f a c l l l t l e s  w e r e  
a c c o r d e d  to  t h e  m l s s l o n  to  v r s l t  POW8 f r e e l y  w l t h o u t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of 1 r a n i a n  
o f f  l c l a l s .  T h a t  had  been t h e  u s u a l  p r o c e d u r e  ot  t h e  Islamic R e p u b l l c  ot I r a n  and 
would be a c c o r d e d  to a l l ,  u n l e s s  l m p a r t i a l l t y  and  neutrality were n o t  o b s e r v e d .  

255. R e f e r e n c e  is made to  o u r  o b s e r v a t i o n s  i n  p a r a g r a p h s  198-201 above .  

256. We h a v e  n o t e d  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  ICRC and  t h e  Government  ot t h e  I s l a m l c  
R e p u b l i c  o f  I r a n  ) rave n o t  a l w a y s  been  smooth.  A t  tlmes d l t t  l c u l t i e s  h a v e  a r l e e n  
n o t  so much b e c a u e e  o f  p r a c t i c a l  d ~ t t l c u l t l e s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t o r  r e a s o n s  a r i s i n g  
t h r o u g h  m i s c a n c e p t l o n s  ot t h e  a c t l v l t b e s  o r  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  o n e  a n o t h e r .  I t  1s n o t  
so much what  a c t i o n s  h a v e  i n  f a c t  been  t a k a n  b u t  w h a t  e a c h  h a s  perceived t h e  o t h e r  
a 8  d o l n q .  The a t m o e p h e r e  p r e v a i Z i n q  I n  t h e  camps we v l s l t e d  d e m o n s t r a t e d  o n  two 
o c c a s i o n s  how m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  o r  m i s u n d e r s t a n d l n q s ,  among o t h e r  f a c t o r r l ,  c o u l d  9 i v e  
r i s e  to t e n s r o n s  a n d  a t  t l m e c i  r l o t s  a n d  t l q h t i n q  b e t w e e n  t h e  two determined 
o p p o e i n q  f a c t i o n s  among t h e  POWs. The d r s t l n c t  l d o o l o q l c a l  d l v i e l o n s  b e t w e e n  t.he 
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two qroups, one ot whrch enjoys the support of the Iranlan authorltles, could have 
qiven rise tu tensrons durlnq the vrslts of ICRC members who at trmes had been 
harassed by POws who protess to be against the Sraql Government. 

257. As mentioned above, the relations of ICRC wlth the Iranian authorlt~es leave 
much to be desired. On several occasions the activities of ICRC have been 
suspended in the Islalnlc Republic of Iran, with one such suspension lastin9 tor 
more than eight months; slnce the Gorqan incident In October 1984, ICRC has stopped 
vislts to the camps and the only functions pertormed are those of handllnq 
messages, to which reterence is made In paragraphs 248-252 above. 

258. Another factor In the difficulties taced reqardinq regular vislts by ICRC 
personnel, we believe, is the large number of POWs and camps, the distances between 
the camps and the relatively small number of ICRC personnel allowed to be stationed 
in Iran. We have been informed that ICRC had a maximhm of 20 delegates rn the 
country at any one time. 

259. In several ot the camps we vislted, a considerable number of POWs dld not have 
ICRC identification cards, whlch meant that, no matter what reasons were lnvoked, a 
larqe number ot POWs have not been seen or had any contact with ICRC. This is an 
important pornt since the Iranian authorities only reported numbers and left ~t to 
ICRC to reglster them. Most of those POWs unregistered expressed their concern and 
fear, stating that they felt in danger because they had not been given a card, in 
some cases even when they had been more than three years In prlson. 

260. In some reported cases, especially with a group of otficers, POWs have been 
transferred several times from one camp to another, whether by colncldence or not, 
just before an ICRC visit. 

261. On the other hand we have witnessed that some POWs belonging to the 
"believers" faction demonstrated hostility towards ICRC and destroyed thelr ICKC 
registration cards in the presence of members of the mission. In one particular 
camp, Takhti, we received numerous messaqes sealed in blood, expressing opposition 
to ICRC and its activities in Iran. 

262. It should be noted that durinq the years 1982 to 1984 the average frequency of 
visits by ICRC teams to camps open to it was once in 18 moaths. 

263. In Davoudleh camp In Teheran, we met a group of over 190 non-Iraq1 detainees 
who claimed to be either soldiers who had volunteered in the Iraqi Popular Army Or 
civ~lians. Considerable portions ot the non-Iraqis were Eqyptian, Lebanese, Somall 
and Sudanese nationals. Smaller numbers came from Algeria, Dlibouti, Ethiopia, 
Jordan, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Nigeria, Syria, Tunisia and the Unlted Arab 
Emirates. In total, 17 countries - mainly Arab - were said to be represented. 
Over 25 per cent of the detainees claimed to have been workinq for the Iraqi 
National Oil Company (INOC) on the Isle of Malnoun when they were captured by 
Iranlan troops on 23 February 1984. Another smaller group of non-Iraqis told us 
they were fishermen. They had joined the Union of Fishermen in Kuwalt and were 
workinq for a private Kuwaiti employer before beinq captured on 22 August 1983. 
Among the detainees were also some journal~sts. 
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264. Prom t h e  n o n - I r d q i s  who had v o l u n t e e r e d  i n  t h e  I r a q 1  P o p u l a r  Army, we h e a r d  
t h a t ,  when d o l n q  so, t h e y  h a d  bean a c t i n g  n o t  w l t h  m e r c e n a r y  l n t e n t  b u t  f o r  
p o l l t l c a l  m o t t v e s  a n d  r n  a  a p i r l t  o f  Arab  s o l l d a r l t y .  A t  l e a s t  some of them h a d  
t h e i r  d o m l c l l e  In  I r a q  before e n t e r i n g  t h e  I r a q 1  m i l i t a r y  s e r v l c e .  

265. None of t h o s e  d e t a i n e d  had been  e l t h e c  s e e n  o r  r e g i s t e r e d  by ICRC; o n l y  w e  
w e r e  a c c o r d e d  t r e e  access. The  d e t a i n e r s  were h o u s e d  o n  t h e  t h l r d  t l o o r  l n  two  
d o r m l t o r l e s  w l  t h  a  c o r r i d o r  i n  be tween .  

2b6. We a r e  aware  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  l e g a l  S t a t u s  o t  t h e  q r o u p  d e s c r i b e d  may g i v e  
r r s e  to c e r t a l n  d i t f l c u l t i e s .  T h e r e  is no  d o u b t ,  however ,  t h a t  civilians o f  
n o n - b e l l r q e r e n t  n a t l o n a l l t y  e h o u l d  be r e t u r n e d  to  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  o f  o r i q i n .  

267 .  V o l u n t e e r s  I n  t h e  I r a q i  P o p u l a r  Army, however ,  a c c o r d l w  to  t h e  p r o v r e i o n s  ot 
t h e  Geneva C o n v e n t i o n s ,  a r e  t o  be t r e a t e d  a e  c o m b a t a n t s .  They a r e ,  t h e r e t o r e ,  
e n t l t l e d  to  t h e  s t a t u s  of p r i e o n e r e  o f  war a n d  s h o u l d  be r e q l e t e r e d  a s  s u c h .  I n  
a n y  c a s e ,  t h e y  c a n n o t  be r e g a r d e d  a s  m e r c e n a r i e s  f o r  t h e  following r e a s o n s .  
F r r s t l y ,  and  p r l r n a r l l y ,  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  "mercenaries" 1s o n l y  ot  r e c e n t  o r l q r n  a n d  
c a n n o t  be rnvoked by S t a t e s  which  have  n o t  r a t l f  led t h e  F l r s t  P r o t o c o l  to t h e  
Geneva C o n v e n t i o n  of 10 June 1 9 7 7  (whlch  I r a n  h a s  n o t ) .  S e c o n d l y ,  i t  1~ q u l t e  
o b v l o u e  t h a t  t h e  m a t e r l a l  c o n d i t l o n e  o f  a m e r c e n a r y  would n o t  be t u l t l l l e d  by t h e  
p e r s o n s  r n  question. These  eoldlers do n o t  seam to h a v e  a c t e d  t rom a  d e s l r o  f o r  
p r i v a t e  g a l n ,  n o r ,  t h e y  a s s u r e d  u e ,  had  t h e y ,  1 a n y  c a s e ,  b e e n  p r o m l s e d  m a t e r L a 1  
c o m p e n e a t r o n  s u b e t a n t r a l l y  r n  e x c e e e  of t h a t  prcmrleed o r  p a ~ d  to o t h e r  I r a q r  
c o m b a t a n t e j  o r  t h e y  were  r e e l d e n t s  of I r a q  Or t ~ ~ r l t O r i e 8  f o r m e r l y  c o n t r o l l e u  by 
l t ;  o r  t h e y  were i n  a n y  c a e e  members o t  t h e  I r a q i  Army ( c t .  a r t .  47, p a r a s .  2 ( c ) ,  
(c) a n d  ( 5 )  o t  t h e  F l r s t  P r o t o c o l ) ,  a n y  s u c h  r e a s o n  b e l n q  l t s e l t  s u t t l c l e n t  to 
e x c l u d e  t h e  s t a t u s  o t  m e r c e n a r y .  

"The  t a c t  t h a t  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l l c  ot I r a n  h a s  n o t  complied w l t h  t h e  d e c l s l o n  
ot t h e  Mixed M o d l c a l  Commission c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  handlnq  o v e r  of d i s a b l e d  I r a q i  -- ----A--. - . - _ . - I - _ _ _ _ _ F -  

c ~ ~ n e r s ,  a n d  t h e  t a c t  t h a t  t h e  Commivslon h a s  n o t  been a l l o w e d  to continue 
---------p---- .-.- - --v--- - -- A --- -- 

Its work" 

268. The I r a n l a n  a u t h o r l t l e s  i n f o r m e d  u s  t h a t  o n  s e v e r a l  o c c d 6 l o n S  the,! lrdd 
repatriated many h a n d l c a p p e d  p r i e o n e r s  of w a r .  They a l r e a d y  had a 11st o t  26 r e a d y  
f o r  r e p a t r l a t l o n ,  b r l n q l n q  t h e  t o t a l  to be r e p a t r l a t e t l  to 19L. ' rhose to be 

r e p a t r i a t e d  were  l n t o r m e d  o n l y  a b a u t  a  w e e k  b e t c r e  t h e  a c t u a l  r e p a t r l a t l u n  t o r  
s e c u r l t y  r e a s o n s  a n d  a l s o  to s p a r e  them t h e  m e n t a l  o u f t e c l n q  l f  t h e l r  r e p a f - r  ~ a t l c , n ,  
f o r  some r e a s o n ,  had to  be p o s t p o n e d .  Moreover ,  t h e y  s t a t e d ,  t h e y  had t res rd  
r e p o r t s  t h a t  s a n e  ot t h o s e  r e p a t r i a t e d  p r e v i o u s l y  had been s u b j e c t e d  to F e r s e c u t l o n  
by t h e  I r a q i  authorities. The d e l a y  i n  t h e  r e p a t r i a t l o n  o f  t i le  26 was due to t h e  
suspension of t h e  a c t l v l t i e e  o f  ICRC. The I r a n l a n  a u t h o r l t l e o  w e r e  c o n i u l t l n q  with 
a  t h l r d  p a r t y  I n  o r d e r  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  r e p a t r r a t L o n  exercise. 

269. Durlnq o u r  v l e l t s  t o  t h e  v a r i o u t ~  camps,  we n o t e d  many h a n d l c a p p e d  ms, a s  
w e l l  a s  t h o s e  s u f  t e t i n q  c h r o n l c  o r  I n c u r a b l e  d l e e a s e a .  

270 .  We h e l l e v e  t h a t  no  e f f o r t  e h o u l d  be s p a r e d  to r e p a t r i a t e  s u c h  POW8 
exped  l t  l o u s l y  on h u m a n l t a r  l a n  g r o u n d s  a s  c a l l e d  t o r  u n d e r  t h e  Geneva Convent  i o n s .  
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271. The s l q h t  o t  so many t h o u s a n d 8  ot men i n  POW camps ,  m o s t l y  i n  t h e  p r ime  o t  
t h e i r  l r t e ,  w a s t l n q  t h e r r  best y e a r s  away l n  c o n f i n e m e n t ,  d e p r i v e d  ot v i r t u a l l y  a l l  
t h e  a m e n i t i e s  of l l t e ,  u n c e r t a i n  o t  t h e i r  f a t e ,  c o u l d  n o t  b u t  s t i r  d e e p  e m 9 t r o n s  i n  
e v e r y  o n e  ot u s .  I t  s h o u l d  n o t  be t o r q o t t e n  t h a t ,  a p a r t  t r o m  t h o s e  who h a v e  d i e d  
o r  h a v e  been  wounded i n  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  p r i s o n e r s  of war a n d  t h e i r  t a m i l l e s  a r e  
t h e  rmmedlate  victims ot t h e  p r o l o n g e d  a n d  r u l n o u s  war be tween  t h e  two c o u n t r i e s .  
The most v i v l d  irnaqes t h a t  we h a v e  c a r r i e d  b a c k  f rom t h e  POW camp8 a c e  t e a r ,  
l o n e l i n e s s ,  u n C e r t d i n t y ,  i s o l a t i o n ,  b i t t e r n e s s  a n d  d e s p a i r .  

272. The manda te  t h a t  we r e c e i v e d  t rom t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  was t o  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  
s r t u a t l o n  ot POWs and  t h e  c o n c e r n s  ot t h e  Governments .  However, t r o m  t h e  camps i n  
b o t h  c o u n t r l e s  w e  h a v e  b r o u q h t  back  a messaqe  from t h e  WYB t h e m s e l v e s ,  whlch we 
t e e 1  duty-bound to convey .  C o u n t  less POWs e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  m e s s a q e  I n  i m p r e s s )  ve  
an,+ movlnq ways,  t rom e l o q u e n t  a n d  c o n v i n c i n g  p l e a s  to s i l e n t  s a d n e s s ,  trOm 
e m o t i o n a l  o u t b u r e t s  to t e a r s .  T h e  q u e s t i o n s  most f r e q u e n t l y  a s k e d  were:  "When 
wllL t h e  war f i n a l l y  e n d ? " ,  "How much l o n g e r  w i l l  we h a v e  to  e n d u r e  t h l s  
s u f t e r l ~ i q ? " r  "What w i l l  happen  t o  u s  when t h e  m l s s i o n  l e a v e s ? " l  "Why does s o c l e t y  
t o l e r a t e  s u c h  c r u e l t y  t o w a r d s  u s ? " .  O f t e n  it was l u s t  o n e  wordr  " H e p a t r l a t l o n ! " .  

273. Whlle  we were q l v e n  a s s u r a n c e s  by a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  b o t h  I r a q  a n d  I r a n  t h a t  t h e y  
e n d e a v o u r e d  to a d h e r e  to a c c e p t e d  ~ n t e r n a t i o n a l  norms f o r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of 
p r i s o n e r s  of war ,  i t  was e v i d e n t  t h a t  p l i c i e e  a n d  s t a n d a r d s  t h a t  t h e y  p r o f e s s e d  to 
u p h o l d  w e r e  n o t  a l w a y s  b e i n g  o b s e r v e d .  W e  f o u n d  t h a t  h a r e h  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  v i o l e n c e  
In  t h e  camps were  f a r  f r o m  uncommon. WWs p r o v l d e d  a  l a r q e  volume ot  i n f o r m a t i o n  
a b u t  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  i l l - t r e a t m e n t ,  by s u c h  means a s  w h i p p i n g ,  b e a t l n q  w i t h  
t r u n c h e o n s  o r  c a b l e s ,  s i m u l t a n e o u s  blows o n  b o t h  e a r s ,  e l e c t r i c  s h o c k s ,  a s s a u l t s  o n  
s e x u a l  o r q a n v  and k i c k s  - o f t e n  i n t l i c t e d  i n  p a r t s  o t  t h e  body w h e r e  WWs had 
s u t f e r e d  wounds. P h y s i c a l  v i o l e n c e  a p p e a r e d  to  be p a r t r c u l a r l y  common i n  POW camps 
i n  ~ r a q .  We a l s o  r e c e i v e d  r e p o r t s  of c o l l e c t i v e  p u n i s h m e n t  m e a s u r e s ,  s u c h  a s  
l e n q t h y  c o n f i n e m e n t  and d e p r i v a t i o n  ot tood a n d  w a t e r .  W h i l e  we c o u l d  n o t  r e a c h  
c a t e q o r  i c a l  c o n c l u e i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  t r u t h  ot l n d  i v l d u a l  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  w e  h e a r d  many 
s ~ m i l a r  c o m p l a l n t e  t rom p r i s o n e r s  r n  d i t t e r e n t  camps a n d  w e r e  shown m a r k s ,  wounds, 
r l l j u r i e s ,  e tc . ,  whlch were c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  a l l e q a t i o n s .  

274. POWs r e p e a t e d l y  s p o k e ,  sometimes i n  q r e ~ t  j e t a i l ,  a b o u t  q r a v e  ~ n c r d s n t s  t h a t  
were  s a i d  to h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  camps i n  t h e  p a a t ,  d e s p i t e  d e n i a l s  ot l o c a l  
Cdmp a u t h c r  i t ies and  r e p r e a e n t a t  l v e s  ot c e n t r a l  a u t h o r  i t i e s  accompanyinq  t h e  
m i s s i o n .  Our e t t o r t s  to h a v e  f u r t h e r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n s  o n  s u c h  p o i n t s  s u c c e e d e d ,  on 
s e v e r a l  u c c a s i o n s ,  i n  h a v i n q  them o t t l c i a l l y  a d m l t t e d  a n d  i n  o b t a l n i n q  r e c o r d s  w i t h  
~ u t t i c l e n t  d e t a i l  to c o n t i r m  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o t  t h e  WW a s s e r t i o n s .  somet lmea  t h e  
o t t i c l a l  d e n i a l s  were  v a g u e  and c o n d l t l o n e d  (e .q.  t h e  Commsnder e a y i n q  t h a t  n o t h l n q  
of t h e  s o r t  happened d u r l n q  h i s  t e r m  ot o t f  ice i n  t h e  c a m p ) ,  b u t  i n  o t h e r  c a s e s  
t h e y  were so c a t e g o r  l c ,  d e s p i t e  r e p e a t e d  i n q u i r i e o ,  t h a t  w e  muet r e q r e t t u l l y  
cc)nclude t h a t  t h e y  were  made i n  s p i t e  o t  t h e  t w o  Governments '  own information. 
Heqartflng t h e s e  ~ n c i d e n t s ,  POClJs s o n ~ e t l m e e  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h r y  were r e l a t e d  t o  t h e l r  
own p r o t e s t s ,  whrch ,  however ,  t h e y  claimed were  l u s t  i f  ied by t h e i r  h a r s h  t r e a t m e n t  
and condition. I n  t h l s  c o n n e c t i o n  w e  w l s h  t o  r e i t e r a t e  what  we a l r e a d y  s t a t e d  i n  
t i le  c 'hapter r e l a t ~ n g  to  ( i l r q a n ,  namely t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  I n  t h a t  Camp was by n o  
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means a n  l s o l a t e r '  o n e ,  n o r  I n d e e d  t h e  most s e r i o u s  to h a v e  o c c u r r e d  l n  POkJ camp8 I n  
e i t h e r  c o u n t r y .  The c h r e f  e x c e p t i o n a l  f e a t u r e  a b o u t  t h e  G o r q a n  I n c l d e n t  was t h e  
w o r l d  p u b l i c i t y  a t t a c h e d  to lt .  

275. We were  told by POW6 e v e r y w h e r e  we went  t h a t  many of t h e  t a c i l l t l e s  a n d  t h e  
q e n e r a l  c o n d l t ~ o n  I n  t h e  csmps had n o t i c e a b l y  improved s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  o u r  a r r i v a l .  
I n  many camps m a t t r e s s e s  and  b l a n k e t s  had b e e n  p r o v i d e d  a n d  new items of c l o t h i n g  
had been d l s t r l b u t e d ,  w h i l e  t h e  q u a l i t y  and q u a n t i t y  o t  tood h a d  improved .  In some 
o t h e r s  r e ~ t r l c t i o n  o n  t h e  s u p p l y  o f  w a t e r  h a d  been l l f t e d ,  o r  h o t  w a t e r  hdd become 
available f o r  t h e  t l r e t  tlme. TCJ some e x t e n t  t h e  r e p o r t e d  r e c e n t  Improvements  w e r e  
e v i d e n t  t rom o u r  own o b s e r v a t i o n .  We n e v e c t h e l a s s  n o t e d  s e r l o u s  I n a d e q u d c ~ a s  
t h e  h y g i e n i c  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  s e v e r a l  camps a s  w e l l  a 8  i n  t h e  d a i l y  d l e t  o f  t h e  
pc i s o n e r n .  

276. One a s p e c t  which a p p e a r e d  to  c a u e e  s p e c i a l  d i s t r e s s  t o  many POWs, and o n  whlch  
numerous m s  l a id  s p e c i a l  e m , ~ h a e i e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  I r a n ,  was t h e  o e n s e  t h a t  t h e i r  
d e e p l y - t e l t  l d e o l o q i c a l  a n d  na i o n s 1  i d e n t i t y  was n o t  b e l n g  r e s p e c t e d  a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  
was under  a s s a u l t .  We a l s o  h e a r d  a l l e q a t i o n a  ot  r e l r q i o u s  p r e s s u r e  a n  non-Moslem 
POW8 a n d  of c o n v e r e i o n s  to I e l a m  by erne C h r i e t i a n  POWB. W h i l e  we wore n o t  a b l e  to 
a s c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  t h e e e  c o n v e r s i o n 8  had  t a k e n  p l a c e  under  d u r e s s ,  we c o u l d  n o t  b u t  
n o t  ice t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  m i e e i o n a c y  z e a l  t h a t  pe rmea ted  some camps.  

277. Both  Governmenta  h a v e ,  i n  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s ,  a t t e m p t e d  t o  p r o m o t e ,  i t  n o t  to 
e x p l o r  t , t h e  ldeoloq i c a l  d i f  f e r e n c e s  ex i a t i n q  among t h e  p r  i s o n e  r  8. ' rhe  p r o b l e m  was 
o t t e n  e x a c e r b a t e d  by p r i s o n e r e '  " r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s "  who had n o t  been  p r o p e r l y  
e l e c t e d .  We n o t e d  t h a t  t h e e e  d i v i s i o n s  r a n  p a r t l c u l a r l y  d e e p  amonq I r a q 1  POws an 
I r a n  a n d  were a t  t h e  r o o t  o f  t h e  f e a r  and t e n s i o n  whlch h a d ,  I n  t u r n ,  s p d r k e d  many 
d l e t u r b a n c e s  a n d   outbreak^ of  v i o l e n c e ,  a e  t h e  G o r q s n  i n c i d e n t  d e m o n s t r a t e d .  

278. Another  a s p e c t  w h i c h  c a u s e d  o u r  8 e r i 0 u S  c o n c e r n  was t h e  e n f o r c e d  p t l y s l c a l  and  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  i d l e n e s e  ot many POW6 An most o f  t h e  camps w e  v i s l t e d  i n  b o t h  
c o u n t r i e s .  Not enough  p r o v i s i o n  was made to keep  t h e  p r i ~ o n e r s  o c c u p l e d  111 some 
k i n d  ot u s e f u l  a c t i v i t y  and  t h e  availability of r e a d l n q  m e t e r  l a l  seemed w o e t u l l y  
i n a d e q u a t e .  R e c r e a t i o n a l  a m e n i t i e e  i n  many o f  t h e  camps were e l t . t rer  l n e u t  t l c l e n t  
o r ,  a t  times, t o t a l l y  l a c k i n q ,  and  pr i e o n e r s  f r e q u e n t l y  compla l r i ed  ot r e s t r  l c t l o n s  
o n  qames ,  m u s i c ,  e i n q i n q  o r  o n  a c c e s e  to  a  r a d i o .  This s l t u a t r o n ,  c o u p l e d  w l t h  the 
l o n q  y e a r s  o t  i n c a r c e r a t i o n ,  c a n n o t  b u t  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  p r o g r e n n l v e  m e n t a l  
d e q e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  a s  t h e  number of thof3e whom we n o t e d  s u t t e r ~ n q  trvm 
m e n t a l  d i s o r d e r s  t e s t i t t e e .  

279. T h e  p r o b l e m  on o t h e r  o c c a 8 i o n s  wae t h e  e n f o r c e d  n a t u r e  o f  Swle ot  t h e  
" r e c r e a t i o n s "  p r o v ~ d e d .  POWs t o l d  of t h e i r  bo inq  f o r c e d  to listen, trom morning  to  
n r q h t ,  to r a d l o  proqrammes c o n t a r n i n 9  p o l i t i c a l  p r o p a q a n d a  beamed t h r u u q h  t t ~ e  
l o u d s p e a k e r s  installed i n  t h e l r  dormitories. E q u a l l y ,  P O W 6  r e p r t e d  b e l n q  
e n c o u r a g e d  t o  t a k e  p a r t  r n  " p l a y s "  of a p o l l t l c a l  n a t u r e  w l t h  t h e  l , ? a d c r u  ut their 
c o u n t r i e s  t s l n q  o f t e n  t h e  t a r q e t  of a b u s e  o r  ridicule. 

280. One of  t h e  major  a n d  most t r e q u e n t  c o m p l a i n t s  we h e a r d  a n d  ~ j r r t ?  which 
c o n t r  b u t e d  s i q n i f  l c a n t l y  to  t h e  f e e l i n q e  ot i e o l a t i o n  amony POWs was t h e  
~ n E r e q u e n c y ,  when n o t  t h e  t o t a l  a b s e n c e ,  of mai l ,  particularly In I r a r ~ .  We woultj 
L i k e  t o  e x p r e e s  o u r  d e e p  c o n c e r n  a t  t h l e  q r a v e  s l t u a t l o n  w t ~ ~ c t l  c o u l ( i  e t l s l l y  t ~ e  
c u r  r e c  t e d .  
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281. The t e e l i n q  o f  i m l a t i o n  was f u r t h e r  d e e p e n e d  when t h e r e  was a n  a b s e n c e  o f  
r e q u l a r  v i s r t s  to t h e  camp8 by a n  i m p a r t i a l  h u m a n i t a r i a n  body.  We w i s h  to draw 
a t t e n t i o n  I n  t h i e  c o n n e c t i o n  to t h e  r o l e  p l a y e d  by t h e  ICRC, t h r o u g h  ~ t s  r e s o u r c e s  
and  long  e x p e r i e n c e ,  i n  p r o m o t i n q  r e a p a c t  f o r  t h e  o b s e r v a n c e  o f  t h e  p r o v l a i o n e  o f  
t h e  Geneva C o n v e n t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  T h i r d  Convention r e l a t l v e  t o  
t h e  T r e a t m e n t  of P r i s o n e r s  o f  War. T h a t  b o t h  Governments  h a v e ,  r n  c o n n e c t r o n  w l t h  
t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  i n q u i r y ,  e x t e n e l v e l y  resorted to r e p o r t e  o f  ICRC to 
s u p p o r t  t h e i r  a r g u m e n t s  c o n s t i t u t e s ,  i n  o u r  v l e w ,  a  t e s t i m o n y  to t h e  irreplaceable 
r o l e  of t h e  Commit tee .  

282. We must  r e q r e t f u l l y  r e p o r t  t h a t  we w e r e  n o t  I n  a  p o e l t l o n  to  make d e t l n l t e  
t l n d l n q s  a a  r e q a r d s  t h e  i s e u e s  o f  m i e e i n q  p e r e o n s  a n d  of  a l l e q e d  mase k l l l i n q e  of 
POW8 and o t h e r  enemy per r ronne l .  WO d id  n o t  f i n d  e v i d e n c e  o f  w i l t u l  k r l l l n q e  I n  POW 
camps .  I n s o f a r ,  however ,  a s  s u c h  a l l e g a t i o n 8  may h a v e  r e t e r r e d  to  what  m l q h t  h a v e  
happened o n  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  it e s c a p e e  t h e  ecops o f  t h e  p r e e e n t  l n q u l r y ,  which  had 
n o  way o f  v e r i P y i n q  t h e  d e g r e e  to w h i c h  s u c h  r e g r e t t a b l e  practices may h a v e  
o c c u r r e d ,  a e  opposed  to  b a t t l e  d e a t h s ,  o r  t r a c l n g  t h o e e  v i c t l m l z e d .  

283. These  a r e  v a r y  e e r i o u e  i s s u e s  a n d ,  a b o v e  a l l ,  nobody s h o u l d  be i n e e n e i t l v e  t o  
t h e  c o n c e r n s  of t h e  b e r e a v e d  t a m i l i e e  who a r e  k e p t  i n  a n x l e t y  a n d  worry  f o r  t h e  
t e n s  o t  t h o u s a n d 8  o f  m i a s i n q  o r  t h o s e  a l l e g e d  to h a v e  been eummar l ly  k i l l e d .  No 
ef t o r t  s h o u l d  be a p a r e d  to  e x a m i n e  t h r e e  c o n c e r n e ,  ~ f  need be by a p p r o p r i a t e l y  
c o n s t  r t u t e d  i n t e r n a t r o n a l  i n q u t r  Le8 i n  c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t w o  Governments. 
However, when we were C o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h e s e  c o n c e r n e ,  t h e r e  wae v e r y  l l t t l e  we 
c o u l d  d o  e x c e p t  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  comments o f  t h e  o t h e r  s lde .  

2 8 4 .  We d l d ,  however ,  n o t e  t h a t  n e i t h e r  p a r t y  to t h e  c o n f l i c t  h a d  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  
o b l ~ g a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  F i r e t  Geneva C o n v e n t i o n  o f  p r o v l d i n q  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t y ,  t h r o c q h  
t h e  intermediary o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  POW I n f o r m a t i o n  Aqency, a  P r o t e c t l n q  Power o r  i ts  
s u b e t r t u t e ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  e a c h  wounded, s i c k  o r  dead p e r s o n  of  t h e  a d v e r s e  p a r t y  
who t a l l  i n t o  t h e i r  h a n d s  a 8  well ae t h e  l d e n t i t y  a n d  e t a t e  of h e a l t h  o f  c a p t u r e d  
p e r s o n n e l ,  w i t h  d e a t h  c e r t i f l c a t e e  o f  t h o e e  who h a v e  died a f t e r  c a p t u r e .  T h l e  h a s  
no  d o u b t  increased t h e  number o f  t h o s e  who a r e  officially l i s t e d  l n  t h e l r  c o u n t r y  
a s  r n l s s l n g .  Whi le  t a k i n g  n o t e  o f  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  q i v e n  by t h e  two Governments  why 
~ d e n t ~ f ~ c a t i o n  o f  enemy d e a d  i n  t h e  f r o n t  o f t e n  i e  difficult, we b e l i e v e  t h a t  
e e r l o u s  e f f o r t  s h o u l d  be made to  p r o v i d e  p r o m p t l y  a n d  a c c u r a t e l y  t h e  r e q u l r e d  
r n t o r m a t l o n  so a s  to a l l e v i a t e  t h e  a n x i e t y  a n d  d l s t r e e e  o t  t h e  t a m i l l e a  o f  m l a s l n q .  

285. Having n o t e d  t h a t  numerous  m e  h a v e  s p e n t  t h r e e  o r  more y e a r s  I n  detention, 

we tee1 c o m p e l l e d  to  p o s e  t h e  q u e e t i o n r  l e  n o t  p r o l o n q e d  captivity i n  l t a e l t  
inhuman t r e a t m e n t ?  I n d e e d ,  many POW6 to ld  u s  t h a t  t h i e ,  more  t h a n  a n y  e p e c l f l c  
i l l - t r e a t m e n t ,  was t h e  q r e a t e e t  e o u r c e  o f  t h e i r  t o r m e n t .  T h e  v e r y  f a c t  ot  
p r o l o n q e d  and ~ n d e f  i n i t e  c a p t i v i t y  is so inhuman a n d  f u t i l e  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  e t t e c t l v e  
and human a o l u t l o n  to t h e  p r o b l e m s  of m e t  o f  t h e  WrJs v i e r t e d  would be t h e i r  e a r l y  
r e  ledsea 

286. Al thouqh  t h e  Geneva C o n v e n t i o n  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  r e l e a s e  b e t o r e  t h e  c e e e a t r o n  
ot h o s t i  l l t i e e ,  t h e  b e l l i q e r e n t e '  r  l q h t  to  k e e p  POW8 t o r  t h e  whole  d u r a t i o n  ot t h e  
c o n t  l ~ c t  l o o e s  l t e  j u s t  if i c s t i o n  when t h e  c o n £  l ict is l n o r d l n a t e l y  p r o l o n q e d ,  
p o r t ~ c u l a r l y  In  modern w a r f a r e  which  d o e s  n o t  d e p e n d  o n  manpclwer to  t h e  same e x t e n t  



S / l 6 9 6 2  
E n q l i e h  
Page  6 3  

a s  i n  t h e  p a s t .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  seems o u t  ot  step w i t h  modern 
t l u m a n i t a r l a n  p r i n c i p l e s .  I t  s h o u l d  be r e c a l l e d  t h a t  WWe a r e  n e i t h e r  t o  be 
r e q a r d e d  a s  c r r m i n a l s  nor  a s  h o s t a q e s r  t h e y  a r e  to be t r e a t e d  h o n o u r a b l y  w i t h o u t  
d e q r a d l n q  them i n  rank  o r  p e r s o n a l i t y .  Many POW8 r e p e a t e d l y  a a k e d  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  
s h o u l d  n o t  be a  time l i m i t  f o r  t h e i r  S u t f e r i n q  i r r e a p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  
t h e  war .  

2 8 7 .  We would a l s o  p o r n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  p r o l o n q e d  c a p t i v i t y  o f  POW8 embitter8 
relations a n d  c r e a t e s  t e n s i o n s  and  c o n f  l i c t s ,  b o t h  i n e i d e  t h e  camps  a n d  a t  t h e  
~ n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  w h i l e  f r e q u e n t l y  b e c m l n q  a n  i n a t r u m a n t  o f  p r o p a q a n d a  be tween  
t h e  w a r r i n q  p a r t i e s .  T h i s  i n  t u r n  r e q u r r e s  t h e  d e t a i n i n g  Powers  to  d i v e r t  m a t e r i a l  
r e s o u r c e s  i n  o r d e r  to  m a i n t a i n  and s e c u r e  POW8 t h a t  c o u l d  ba b e t t e r  e p e n t  f o r  o t h e r  
p u r p o s e s .  

288. For t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  b u t  a b o v e  a l l  fo r  h u m a n i t a r i a n  c o n e i d r r a t i o n e ,  we c o n r i d e r  
r t  b o t h  u n j u s t i f i e d  a n d  c o u n t e r - p r o d u c t i v e  to c o n t i n u e  t h e  l e n g t h y  d e t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  
PWs a s  p r e s e n t l y  done  by b o t h  p a r t i e s .  I t  would be i n  t h e  r n t e r r e t  o f  e a c h  t o  
r e l e a s e ,  u n i l a t e r a l l y  a 8  t h e y  h a v e  o n  o c c a s i o n  d o n e ,  o r  t h r o u g h  m u t u a l  a g r e e m e n t ,  
a s  many p r r s o n e r s  o f  war a 8  p o e s i b l e ,  q i v i n q  p r i o r i t y  to c e r t a i n  c a t e q o r l e e  o f  
them, i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  s e r i o u s l y  i l l ,  d i s a b l e d ,  a n d  c i v i l i a n s  m i s t a k e n l y  made POWa, 
who have been he ld  o n  b o t h  sides i n  c o n t r a v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t l o n a l  o b L r q a t r o n e  
o t  t h e  p a r t i e s ,  a s  well a e  m i n o r s  a n d  a g e d  p r i s o n e r a .  

289. Unilateral o r  m u t u a l l y  a q r e e d  r e l e a s e  of POW8 a h o u l d  p r o c e e d  i n  a n  o r d e r l y  a n d  
c o n t r o l l e d  manner w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  c o m p e t e n t  a q e n c i e s .  S u p e r v i e i o n  would 
be necessary t o  e n e u r e  t h a t  t h o s e  r e l e a s e d  would n o t  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  t h e a t r e  o f  war ,  
a n y  r e p a t r i a t i o n  i e  v o l u n t a r y  a n d  t h o s e  a p p r e h e n s i v e  tor w h a t e v e r  r a a e o n  a b o u t  
r e p a t r i a t i o n  and p r e f e r r i n q  to  be r e s e t t l e d  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  now h o l d r n q  them 
a 8  prisoners o r  i n  a  t h i r d  c o u n t r y  a r e  g r a n t e d  s u c h  o p p o r t u n i t i e e  a 8  may be 
a v a i l a b l e .  We h a v e  n o t e d  t h a t  c e r t a i n  s t e p e  h a v e  been t a k e n  by t h e  p a r t i e s  i n  t h r s  
r e q a r d ,  b u t  we c o n e i d e r  them so f a r  q u i t e  r n a d e q u a t e  a n d  t a i n t e d  by p r o p a q a n d a  
p u r p o s e s .  

290. I n d e e d ,  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o t  t h e  p r e s e n t  i n q u i r y ,  we have  to rmed  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  
I m p r e s s i o n  on b o t h  s i d e s  t h a t  c e r t a i n  m a t t e r s  w e r e  n o t  a l w a y e  r e p o r t e d  o b j e c t i v e l y  
h u t  3ubge:t to  d r s t o r t i o n s  t o r  p r o p a q a n d a  p u r p o e e e .  Some o f  t h e  Wvernment .8 '  
c o n c e r n s  seemed a l s o  to h a v e  been a d v a n c e d  more t o r  p r o p a q a n d a  p u t p o s e s  t h a n  o u t  of 
ally r e a l r s t i c  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  cw ld  be a s s e s s e d  by t h e  p r e s e n t  m l e s i o n .  T h ~ e  
m l q h t  be u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  q i v e n  t h e  b l t t e r n e s ~  of  t h e  c o n f l i c t  be tween  them. T h e r e  
1s n o  need to e l a b o r a t e  o n  t h e  t i n d l n q ,  however ,  t h a t  s u c h  a t t e m p t s  by t h e  
d e t a l n l n q  Power to  u s e  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  o t  war a s  tools o r  weapons a g a i n s t  t h e  enemy 
a t t e r  t h e y  have  t a l l e n  Anto i ts  h a n d s  o o n s t l t u t e s  an  a b u s e .  

291.  We f u r t h e r  n o t e d  and  welcomed t h a t  b o t h  Governments  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  
r e a d i n e s s  to  p r o v l d e  i n  p r i n c i p l e  t o r  t h e  r e l e a s e  of t h o s e  d i s a b l e d  o r  s r c k ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  to c o n s l d e r  e x c h a n q e s  ot o t h e r  c a t e q o r i e s  ot p r i s o n e r s  of war and to  
a r r ~ i n q e  t a m l l y  v l s l t s .  Whi le  w e  a r e  a w a r e  t h a t  many d i t t i c u l t i e s  muet  b e  r e s o l v e d  
h e t o r e  d q r e e m e n t  c o u l d  be p o s s i b l e  and t h a t  a r d u o u s  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  u n s u c c e s s t u l  
e t t o r t s  have  been made i n  t h e  p a s t  In  t t ~ l s  a r e a ,  we e x p r e e s  an e a r n e s t  h o p e  t h a t  
t i le two ( b v e r n m e n t u  would p u r s u e  t h e s e  p r o p e a l s  111 t h e  e p i r i t  of h u m a n i t a r i a n  
c:ot lc :err l  t o r  t h e  s u t t e r l r l q  o t  t h e  thodsandf ;  o t  p r i s o n e r s  o t  war. 
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292. S i m i l a r l y ,  we ware e n ~ O u r a 9 . d  by t h e  arouranceo by t h e  a u t h o r i t i e e  i n  both 
I r a q  and I ran  of t h e i r  i n t e n t  t o  r e r p . c t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n 8  o f  t h e  Goneva Conventions 
a s  wel l  a e  by t h e i r  r epe&twl ly  a t a t e d  r e s d i n e a s  t o  amend any ahortcomingo found by 
t h e  mieeion. We welcoma t h i s  a t t i t u d a  a r d  exprear  our hops and expmctat ione t h a t  
our  f l n d i n q e  and recammendations would arsirt i n  t h e  endeavour to improve t h e  
t r ea tment  of KMs i n  both c o u n t r i e s .  

293. We cannot  but  s t ream,  however, t h a t  t h e  o v e r r i d i n g  yaarn ing  of t h e  p r i a o n e r e  
of war themselver was t h a t  t h i r  prolonged and t r a g i c  war ehould be brought to t h e  
e a r l i e s t  poea ib le  end. 

294.  In t h e  l i g h t  of t h e r e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  and of t h e  specific oboerva t iona  
eubmitted i n  o t h e r  p a r t 8  0 L  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  w e  have reached t h e  fol lowing u n a n i ~ u e  
conclus ionS.  

( a )  In n e i t h e r  coun t ry  a r e  t h e  POW8 t r e a t e d  as badly  a s  a l l e g e d  by t h e  
w v e r n m n t  o f  the  o t h e r  coun t ry r  nor,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, a r e  they t r e a t e d  i n  e i t h e r  
a s  well  a e  claimad by t h e  Government of t h e  d a t a i n i n g  Power. The e x i s t i n g  
situation on both 8id.a  i n  c a u s e  Cot r e r i o u o  concarn.  

(b) Prolonged and i n d e f i n i t a  c a p t i v i t y  i r  i t s e l f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  source  o f  
ha rdsh ip  f o r  p r i r o n e r s  of war. 

(c) Host of t h e  problem. Confronted by t h e  pr  i r o n e r e  o f  war a r e  i d e n t i c a l  o r  
e i m i l a r  i n  both  c o u n t r i e r i  d i f f i c u l t  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  f r e q u e n t l y  h a r r h  
t r ea tment  - such a s  exoaor iva  u w  of f o r c e  by sane camp quarda,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
I r a q  - i n c i d e n t s  marked by v i o l e n c e ,  i a o l a t i o n  from t h e  o u t s i d e  world and 
u n c e r t a i n t y  about t h a  l e n g t h  o f  t h e i r  c a p t i v i t y .  Gorgan wae not  a  unique o r  t h e  
m a t  ee r ioue  i n c i d e n t  to have occur red .  I n  I r a n ,  i d e o l o g i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  
p reesure  e x e r t e d  on p r i r o n e r r  and t h e  consequent  e x i s t e n c e  of a n t a q o n i s t i c  groups  
I n  WW campn adds to the  t e n r i o n  and atmosphere of f e a r .  

(d )  Camps i n  both c o u n t r i e r  a l s o  s h a r e  t h e  common m s l a l s e  of a  prolonged 
per iod of c a p t i v i t y  a8 well a s  p h y r i c a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  i d l o n e r e ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  inc idence  o f  mental  d i a o r d e r r .  

( e )  We were n o t  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  form d e f i n i t e  conc lue ione  about a l l e g a t i o n 8  
regarding mieeing pereonr  o r  mass k i l l i n g s  of p r i s o n e r e  of war. 

295. We w i s h  t o  submit t h e  fol lowing unan imue  recomr~endatione.  

( a )  Treatment of p r i s o n e r s  ot war i n  both  c o u n t r i e s  ehould be fundamentally 
Improved and t h e i r  r i g h t s  under t h e  Geneva Convention s t r i c t l y  reapec tea  and 
safeguarded.  

(b) Corporal  punirhment and any form of  p h y s i c a l  i l l - t r e a t m e n t  a e  we l l  a s  t h e  
prac :ice o t  c o l l e c t i v e  punishment ehould bo p r o h i b i t e d  and any i n f r a c t i o n  of t h i s  
r u l e  ehould be e t r i c t l y  d e a l t  wi th  by t h e  a u t h o r i t i e e .  Measure8 ehould be taken,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  I r a q ,  t o  p reven t  exceee ive  uee of f o r c e  by camp guarde.  



(c) Llvlnq conditions rn the camps In both countries should be generally 
rmproved, lncludlnq ln partrcular dietary and hyqlenic standards, and opportunitiae 
should be provlded to prisoners of war to enqaqe unfettered In constructive 
physlcal and ~ntellectual actlvlties to the maxianurn extent teaarble. Medlcel 
servlces should be improved, and psychlatrrc help should be made available as 
roqulred. 

( d )  Immedlate meaeures should be adopted to qlve full eftect to the riqhta of 
POWs to send and recerve correspondence and to recelve parcels with the frequency 
and In the manner prescribed In the Thlrd Geneva Convention. 

(e) The provisions of the Geneva Conventlons qovernlnq the treatment of 
o f f  lcers accordrng to their rank should be tully respected and enforced, 
partlcularly In Iran. 

(L) Freedom of thought, rellqron and conscience of every prlsoner of war 
should be strlctly respected. No rdeolog~cal, rellqlous or other pressure should 
be brought to bear on the prisoners. 

(9) In order to lmprove the qeneral atmosphere In the campa and reduce the 
risk ot conflicts, measures should be taken, partlcularly In Iran, to retraln trom 
exertlnq ldeoloqical or rellqious pressure on POW8 and to separate physlcdlly the 
two opposinq qrodpa of prisoners as well as to atford them equal treatment. 
Greater eftorts should be made to meet the rellqlous needs ot  mlnorltles tree of 
coerc lon or diecr lmlnation. 

(h) In the interest of all P W s  and of the two Governments concerned, 
condltlons should be created to enable the International Committee o f  the Red Cross 
eftectlvely to carry out all its functions under the Geneva Conventlons for the 
protection and relief of POWs and other victlms ot war lr both countries. The 
Committee should be enabled, as a matter of priority, to 100k rnto the matter of 
misslnq persons. 

( 1 )  Immedlate measures ahould be taken by each ot the two Governments to 
collect and record lnformatlon on each wounded, srck or dead person of the adverse 
party who tall Into ~ t s  hand and to provlde such lntormdtlon to an appropr late 
aqency for tranemittal to the othcr Government. In order to facllltate 
~dentltlcatlon and reduce the number of mlsslny persons, both Governments should 
conslder taklnq measures to ensure that all members of thelr torces use double name 
tags or name plates and to Issue orders to Commanders ot therr armles to rnetruct 
thelr soldiers to report to thelr superiors the ldentlty of those dead or wounded 
soldrers they come across rn the battlefield. 

1 Both Governments should take lmmedlate steps to exchange llsts, through 
ICRC or another ~ntermedlary, contalnlnq the total number ot POWs captured with, in 
part~cular, detailed up-to-date data concerning slck and wounded personnel. 

ik) It 1s to be hoped that the two Governments would qlve serrous 
conslderatlon to releasinq, unilaterally or on a reciprocal basis, as many of the 
prisoners of war under their jurlsdlctron ae possible. Some could be released 
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uncond~tionally, others Condltlonally, sub]€tCt to international guarantee8 and 
control that they would not return to the theatre of war. Priaonere who are 
oeciarely or chronically 111, wounded or disabled, as well as civilians mistakenly 
made POW0 ehould be immediately repatrlated. Minors and aqed prisoners should be 
treat& as a matter of priority. 

(1) Both Governments should desist tram makinq use of prisoners of war - 
i n c l d i w  those repatriated - and thelr suffering for purposes of political 
propaqanda. 
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LIST OF POINTS OF SPECIAL CONCERN OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 

Contained I n  a  l e t t e r  d a t e d  19 November 1984  f r o m  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  Islamic H e p u b l r c  o f  I r a n  to  t h e  U n i t e d  
W a t i o n s  a d d r e s s e d  to  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  rn elaboration of 
p o i n t s  o f  c o n c e r n  c o n t a i n e d  I n  I r a n ' s  l e t t e r  o f  8 November 1984 

l .  I n v e s t i q a t r o n  o f  l n t e n t l o n a l  murder  a n d  m a s s a c r e  o f  p r  i e o n e r s  o f  war a n d  
c l v i l l a n  detainees, l n c l u d l n q  t h e  i n v e s t l q a t l o n  and p r e p a r a t i o n  of a  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  a t  Camp 2 o f  Mosul o n  1 9  November 1 9 8 2 ,  d u r l n q  whlch a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  p e o p l e  
w e r e  k i l l e d  and  more t h a n  8 0  l n y u r e d .  

2 .  I n v e s t l q a t l o n  ot v a r l o u s  c a a e s  o f  mass execution of POWs l n  g e n e r a l ,  a n d  t h a t  
o f  t h e  d e t a i n e d  p e r s o n n e l  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  G u a r d s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

N o t e r  Documents t o u n d  I n  c a p t u r e d  I r a q 1  m l l l r a r y  h e a d q u a r t e r s  c o n t a l n  a n  
o t f i c i a l  o r d e r  t o  I r a q i  m i l l t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  t o  t h i s  e t f e c t .  

3.  I n v e s t r q a t l o n  o f  s u e p l c l o u s  d e a t h s  I n  which  l n c i s l o n s  In  t h e  a r e a  o f  s t o m a c h  
a n d  c h e s t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  b r o k e n  s k u l l s  a n d  t h e  l r k e ,  h a v e  b e e n  u n e q u i v o c a l l y  clted a s  
c a u s e s  o f  d e a t h .  

4.  P r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  a t o l l o w - u p  o n  t h e  t a t e  o f  n e a r l y  2 0 , 0 0 0  disappeared p e r s o n s ,  
many of  whom, a c c o r d i n g  to r e p o r t s  ot t h e  Red C r o s s  and o t h e r  s o u r c e s ,  a r e  i n  
c o v e r t  d e t e n t i o n  camps.  

Note r A l i s t  of t h e s e  p e r s o n s  w i l l  be  l n c l u d e d  I n  o u r  r e p o r t .  

5 .  The i n v e s t i q a t i o n  i n t o  a n d  r e p o r t  o n  c l v l l i a n  p r r s o n e t s .  

Noter 1. T e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  ot I r a n l a n  civilians w e r e  c a p t u r e d  d u r i n q  t h e  
i n v a s i o n  by I r a q .  The l n h a b l t a n t s  of t h e  o c c u p l e d  c i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
old men a n d  women a s  w e l l  a s  children, w e r e  t o r c r b l y  removed f rom 
t h e i r  homes and  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  I r a q .  The f a t e  o f  many o f  them is 
n o t  known. 

2 .  I n  t h e  list ot prisoners who w e r e  v l s r t e d  by the  Zed C r o s s  t h e s e  a r e  
more t h a n  1 , 5 0 0  names o f  c i v i l i a n  p r i s o n e r s ,  some o f  whom a r e  o v e r  
t h e  a q e  o f  55  y e a r s .  Amonq t h e  424 p c  i s o n e r s  who w e r e  f r e e d  t h e r e  
w e r e  235 c i v i l i a n s ,  1 7 1  of whom were  o v e r  5 0  y e a r s  old a n d  m o s t  of 
whom s p e n t  a b o u t  3 y e a r s  I n  c a p t i v i t y .  

6 .  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a t e  of Mr. Tondquyan,  t h e  M l n l s t e r  o f  O i l ,  a n d  his 
d e p u t i e e  and  companion8  c a p t u r e d  by t h e  I r a q i  f o r c e s .  

Note r C o n t r a r y  to  what  t h e  I r a q 1  media  show f o r  p u b l i c  c o n s u m p t i o n ,  
r e p o r t 0  o f  t h e i r  subjection to  t o r t u r e  h a v e  been  received. 
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7 -  Inveetigatron ot the trrte o f  t.he Red Crescent personnel, rncludrnq medical 
doctors, aeeistants and other personnel, captured and detarned An contraventron ot  
the Firet Protocol to the Geneva Canventlone. 

Note 8 Theee persons have been denied any contact wlth members ot' the Hetl 
Cross or with their familree. 

8. Invoetrqation of the fate ot prisonere of war who have been euepiciouely 
transferred from overt to covert camps or vice verea. 

Note: 1. The report ot the Red Croee hae reyeatedly assert.ed that number o t  
Prisonere of war who had been previouely visited have ernce been 
transterred trom overt to covert campe or vice vereo. 

2. Some of the covert campe have been identrfred and therr names and 
locations will be provlded An due couree. 

9. Polltical and ideologrcal preeeure on P W e  by the leadrnq membete ot the 
terrorist qroupa infiltratrnq the camps, 

10. Mental and physical torture ot the prisoners. 

Note: Reports of the Red Croee have mentioned some lnetances ot beatrnqfi 
wrth eticks, batons and wire cablee. Consequently, many of the 
prieonere of war now eutter from mental illneee. 

11. Unhygienic conditlone and lack of necessary facilrtree at the campn. 

12. Lack of attention to the eick and the wounded, thus ending in permanent 
dirability and amputation. 

13. Investigatron ok the tact that the names of the Iranian prieoneru ot war ate 
submitted to the Red Croes months and eometime yeare after therr capture. 

14. Investigation ot the Iraq1 meaeuree to prevent the prisoner8 trom pertorminq 
their reliqioue prayere. 

15. Investigatron of the tact that the meeeagee of tamiliee ot prieoners are 
withheld by the Iraqi censorship and sometime never reach them. 

16. Investigation of Iraqi refueal, in contrast to the Third Geneva Protocol, t o  
allow Rod Creecent aid packages containing euch items ae medical epectaclee ant! 
special medicines to reach the prieonere. 

17. Inveetigation of the Iraqi eoldlere' esizure of the prisonere' personal 
poeaeseions. 

I a180 requeat Your Excellency'e good otfices to have the following propeals 
conridered by the Miarion and carried out under the auepicee of the Red Croes: 

1. Mutual exchange of an equal number of prisoners. 

2. Preparation8 for the faniliee of the prisoners to visit them. 
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Notet A t  p r e s e n t  t h e  n a m e  of t h e  I r a q i  p r i s o n e r r  a r e  p u b l i c i z e d  g r a d u a l l y  
by Arabic  b roadcar t ing  Radio of t h e  Islamic Rbpublic of I r a n  so a s  
to e n a b l e  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  t o  v i r i t  them i f  they wish.  The f i r s t  l ist 
of t h e  namee of one thouaand primonere is b i n q  completed and t h l s  
compi la t ion  w i l l  con t inue .  

The Mission caii make t h e  fo l lowing  p r o p o r a l s  i n  t h i s  ragard to thc! 
I r a q i  a u t h o r i t l e r t  

(a)  To allow t h e  I r a q i  f a m i l i e s  t o  t r a v e l  to I r a n  f o r  t h e  purpose 
of v i s i t a t i o n .  

(b)  To c r e a t e  s i m i l a r  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  I r a n i a n  f a m i l i e s  t o  t r a v e l  t o  
I raq .  
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Appendrx I 1  

LIST OF POINTS OF SPECIAL CONCERN OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KEPUBLIC 
OF IRAQ 

T r a n s m l t t e d  by a l e t t e r  d a t e d  ? November 1984  trom t h e  
P e r m a n e n t  Representative o f  I r ~ l  to  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t l o n s  

a d d r e e s e d  to t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  

1. T h e  f a c t  tha t .  I r a n  h a s  n o t  p r o v r d e d  t h e  I r a q 1  a u t h o r i t l e e  w i t h  t h e  names ot 
I r a q i  s o l d i e r s  m i a s i n g  o n  t h e  b a t t l e  f r o n t s .  

2 .  The f a c t  t h a t  I r a n  h a s  n o t  handed o v e r  t o  t h e  m l s s l o n  o f  t h e  International 
Commit tee  o f  t h e  Red C r o s s  i n  I r a n  t h e  names of a l a r q e  number ot I r a q 1  prisoners 
(close to  1 5 , 0 0 0 )  a n d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h o s e  o f  h l q h - r a n k l n q  o f  t i c e r s .  

3. T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  a re  u n p u b l l c l z e d  p r i s o n  camps whrch t h e  m l s s l o n  ot t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Commit tee  o f  t h e  Red C r o s s  I n  I r a n  is u n a b l e  to v r s i t  a l t h o u g h  Me 

know o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  eomo o f  them. 

4 .  The  i n t e n t i o n a l  s t o p p a g e  or  d e l a y ,  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  I r a n l a n  a u t h o r l t l e s ,  of 
l e t t e r s  f r o m  I r a q i  p r i s o n e r s  f o r  l o n q  p e r i o d s  ot time. 

5 .  The  t ac t  t h a t  t h e  m i s s l o n  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a l ~ o n a l  Commit tee  o f  t h e  Red C r o s s  h a s  
n o t  been permitted to v i e l t  I r a q i  p r i s o n e r s  o r  to v r e i t  them o n l y  a t  infrequent 
i n t e r v a l s ,  I n  c o n t r a v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  Geneva C o n v e n t l o n e .  

6. The h a r s h  t r e a t m e n t  of I r a q l  prisoners, t h e l r  t o r t u r e ,  m u r d e r ,  t h e  amputation 
of t h e  l r m b e  of ems o f  them, a n d  t h e  t a k i n q  of b l o o d  f rom them. 

7. The p r l l o r y i n g  of I r a q l  p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  of  I r a n i a n  c r t l e s  w h l l e  tmund 
v l t h  c h a i n s .  

0 .  The  maee murder  o f  I r a q 1  p r i s o n e r s ,  w h e t h e r  o n  c a p t u r e  o r  s u b s e q u e n t l y .  

9 .  &sd h e a l t h  and  medical s e c v i c e s  and i n a d e q u a t e  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  food. 

1 0 .  T h e  p r e e e n c e  o f  a number o f  I r a q i  p r i s o n e r s  i n  E v i n  p r l s o n  under  I r a n l a n  names. 

11. The p l a c i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n  e u p p o r t e r s  ot t h e  I r a n i a n  rdq lme  t o q e t h e r  w l t h  I r a q l  
p r  i s o n e r e  f o r  p o l i t i c a l ,  i d e o l o q i c a l  and p r o p a g a n d i e t i c  p u r p o s e s  whlch  a r e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  p r o h i b i t e d .  

1 2 .  T h e  t a c t  t h a t  po l i t i ca l  e l e m e n t a ,  u n d e r  c o v e r  o f  r e l l q i o n ,  v i a i t  t h e  p r l s o n  
camps i n  o r d e r  to u n d e r t a k e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  h c e t i l e  to  I r a q  a n d  w l t h  t h e  
i n t e n t i o n  o f  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  m o r a l e  o f  I r a q i  p r i e o n e r s  a n d  enrolling them,  by 
c o e r c i v e  M a n s ,  i n  p o l i t i c a l  a o v a m n t e  e u b a e r v i e n t  to I r a n .  
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13. The fact that Iran ha8 not complied with the decirion of the Mined Medical 
~ommiaekon concerning the handing over of dieabled Iraqi prironec8, and the fact 
that that Commieaion has not been allowed to continua its work. 

1 4 .  The renderrnq of death eentencee or eentencee of rmprironment against certarn 
Iraqi prisoners without informinq the International Committee of the Red Cross of 
the Xeqal proceedings taken in the investigation and the trial. 
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HEWH'I' OF 'I'HE IN'I'EHNATIQNAL COMMITTEE OF THE HED CROSS 
ON TIIE INClDENT AT GORGAN CAMP 10  OCTOBER 1984 

Submitted by a  l e t t e ~  d a t e d  7 November 1984 from t h e  Permanent 
R e p r e e e n t a t ~ v e  of t h e  I s l a m i c  Republic  of I r a n  to t h e  Un l t ed  

Natlona t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  (A/39/639-S/16820) 

On 9 October  1984 e l q h t  d e l e q a t e e  and a  medrca l  d e l e q a t e  trom t h e  
International Committee o f  t h e  ~ e d  Croee Tehran  D e l e q a t i o n ,  went to  t h e  Corqen Camp 
to s e e  t h e  approximately 3,400 I r a q 1  P W s  whom t h e  a u t h o r l t l e s  o t  t h e  I s l a m l c  
Republ rc  ot I r a n  say  a r e  I n t e r n e d  t h e r e .  

A t t e r  t h e  cus tomary  i n i t i a l  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e r e  In c h a r g e ,  t h e  ICRC 
D e l e q a t e s  r e q l s t e r e d  14 I r a q i  m e ,  v i e i t e d  t h e  i n f i r m a r y ,  made a n  a p p r a i s a l  of 
m a t e r i a l  c o n d l t l o n s  i n  s e c t l o n  1 and d i e t r i b u t e d  i d e n t i t y  c a r d e  t o  some 3,000 
p r i e o n e r s  i n  s e c t r o n s  1, 2 and  3. 

On t h a t  t l r s t  day of t h e  v l e i t  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  were able  t o  work &n a c c o r d a n c e  
w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e r w n t s  o t  t h e  Ceneva c o n v e n t i o n e .  

The t o l l o w l n q  day  m e  d e l e g a t e 8  r e g i r t e r e d  374 POW8 r n  e e c t i o n  4  and 
d recuaeed  wr th  them problems r e l a t e d  to co r reepondence  w i t h  t h e i r  t a m i l l e s  I n  
I caq .  The rnedlcal d e l e g a t e  examined sane POk3s i n  t h e  camp l n t l r m a r y  and In 
d o r m i t o r l e e .  Other  d e l e q a t e a  went t o  s e c t i o n  1 to i n t e r v i e w  p r i s o n e r s  without 
w i t n e s e e s  and t o  a e s e e e  m a t e r i a l  d e t e n t i o n  c o n d i t ~ o n e .  

A t  abou t  11.30 a.m. one of t h e  d e l e q a t e e  i n  t h e  y a r d  saw t h a t  a d i s p u t e  had 
a r i s e n  between two I r a q 1  W e .  T h r e  q u r c k l y  sp read  and eoon t h e  whole camp wde I n  
u p r o a r .  

The q u a r d e  a t  t l r e t  t l r e d  warnlng e h o t e  i n t o  t h e  a i r  and  by Loud s p e a k e r 8  
o r d e r e d  t h e  Wlrls to  r e t u r n  to t h e l r  d o r m i t o r l e e .  

On t h e l r  p a r t ,  d e l e q a t e e  t r r e d  to calm t h e  p r i s o n e r s .  Other  d e l e q a t e e  t r l e d  
to e e p a r a t e  Wlrls f i q h t l n q  each  o t h e r  and  urged t h e  q u a r d e  to r e f r a i n  tcom opcn lnq  
f l r e .  The d e l e q a t e e  e t f o r t e  were f u t i l e .  

A few minu te s  l a t e r ,  t h e  POW8 e t o ~ m e d  t h e  camp e x i t .  A f t e r  l a u n c h ~ n q  t e a r  q a s  
bomb8 and s h o o t i n q  i n  the a i r ,  t h e  q u s r d s  began f i r  in9  I n t o  t h e  ccowd- 

A t  a b o u t  12 .30  p.m. calm h a s  been r e s t o r e d .  The ICRC d e l e q a t e e  were t h e n  t o l d  
to l e a v e  t h e  camp. 

On 11 October  l 984  one d e l e g a t e  and t h e  Medical d e l e g a t e  were a l lowed  to 
examine t h r e e  c o r p s h e  which had no t  been i d e n t i f i e d  and 35 wounded POWe. The t h c e e  
corpses showed wound o n  t h e  head,  c a u ~ e d  by blowe. 



Appendix IV 

REPORT ON THE W R G A N  CAMP INCIDENT, 10 OC'POBEH 1984, PREPARED 
BY THE GOVERNMENT OP THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 

1. Nlne representatives of the International Committee ot the Red Cross vlvlted 
the Gorqan Camp for Iraq1 prisoners of war and distributed more than 
3,000 questionnaires amonq them from 1030 to 1700 hours on 9 October 1984. 

2. A representative of ICRC in a speech dellvared to the POWs stated, amonq 
others, that due to certain problems with the Government of the Islamlc Republic ot 
Iran, ICRC had not been in a position to visit the camp earller. Now, ICRC hdd 
come to see whether the provislone of the Geneva Convention had been implemented or 
not. 

3 On this day, according to the usual procedure, the ICRC delegation was tlrst 
hrleted on the qeneral conditions ot the camp and, during a vislt to the hospital 
and public places, dlstrlbuted the questlonnalres amonq 3,000 POWs and also 
reqistered L4 new POWs. 

4. On the second day, the visrt continued with reqistratlon ot 3 7 4  Iraq1 P w s  
and, while medical teams examined some of them, other ICRC deleqation members 
undertook to inspect ditferent parts ot the camp, conducting the visit to POWs with 
no witness. 

5 .  At L130 hours, a note was delivered to one ot the ICRC representatives by d 

WW, Khazlr Abbas Khazlr, who later stdted durinq the investigation that the note 
~ncluded a list of n m e e  to be presented to the Iraqr authoritreS. 

6. This action created euspicion within a number ot POWs. One FUW approachetl t.he 
ICRC representative demandlnq to check the note. The ICRC tepreeentatlve t lat ly 
refused to comply and subsequently a heated arqument erupted. 

7. AS the arqument continued, a tense atmosphere developed and within a short 
time spread to other parts of the camp. This led to scuttle and tight amonq the 
W 5  who used any object they tound, includinq bedsteads, empty metal cans and 
qlase pieces, as weapons. 

8. Camp author1 ties asked the POWs to immediately stop the viole~~ce and to 
restore calm. They later attempted to diaperse the POW6 by tiring tear gas 
canrristors and by using truncheons. 

9. Threu POW8 were killed by s number of other W W s  In one ot the dormitorie:; dnd 
one was s~riouely injured. Injuries trom the mentioned objects and blows r e c e ~  ved 
on the head, face and stanach have been recoqnized as causes ot death for the tbcee 
m s .  
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1 0 .  T a k l n q  a d v a n t a g e  ot t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  a t m o s p h e r e ,  erne POWo a t t a c k e d  t h e  q u a r d s  
a n d  r u e h e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  g a t e s ,  a t t e m p t i n g  to ercape f rom t h e  camp. The u n r e e t ,  
e t i l l  n o t  b e i n q  c o n t a i n e d ,  f o r c e d  t h e  g u a r d s  to  f i r e  w a r n i n g  s h o t s  i n  t h e  a l r .  The 
POWe, however ,  d ~ d  n o t  pay a n y  a t t e n t i o n  to t h i s  w a r n i n g ,  c o m p e l l i n q  t h e  q u a r d s  t o  
s h o o t  below t h e  w a i s t ,  u s i n g  slow-movinq b u l l e t s .  

11. The u n r e s t  e n d e d  arr,und 1230 h o u r e  and  c a l m  was r e s t o r e d .  A t o t a l  ot 6 w e r e  
k i l l e d  ( 3  by q u n a h o t  wounds and  3  by  POWa). Aleo 4 7  w e r e  i n j u r e d  d u r r n q  t h e  
u n r e e t .  The number o f  t h o s e  i n j u r e d  by q u n e h o t  were  l e e s  t h a n  t h o s e  r n ~ u c e d  by t h e  
WWs. T h r e e  o t h e r  i n j u r e d  loet t h e r r  l i v e s  a f t e r  b e i n q  t r a n s f e r r e d  to t h e  h o s p i t a l  
a n d  w h ~ l e  u n d e r q o l n g  med~cal t r e a t m e n t .  E x c e p t  f o r  o n e  c a s e  ot l e q  amputation, t h e  
r e a t  l n c u r r e d  minor  i n j u r l e s  a n d ,  a t t e r  r e c o v e r i n g  r n  a  s h o r t  tlme, w e r e  r e t u r n e d  
t o  t h e  camp. 

1 2 .  The names o f  t h e  POWB who lost t h e i r  l i v e a  In  t h e  r n c i d e n t  a r e :  

Hoeee in  M a r h i j  J a b b a r  
A b d o l - b r i m  Mahmoud Hadi  
J a b b a r  Mazheh Salman 
Rahman J a b e r  Rahman 
B e j e c  Shawl Shand 
Hasoun F a z a o  H a e i r e h  
Hamd K h a l i e  Sami 
Maj id  Ghader  Ebrah im 
Amer Mohsen Alvan 

m e )  
POWR) 
pOWa) 
q u n a h o t )  
q u n s h o t )  
q u n s h o t )  
q u n e h o t )  
q u n e h o t )  
g u n s h o t )  

C o n c l u d i n g  remar k s  

1. T h i e  i e  t h e  f i r e t  time t h a t  a n y  d i s t u r b a n c e  h a s  b r o k e n  o u t  i n  t h e  Gorqan  Camp 
a i n c e  it began its o p e r a t i o n  aa a  POW camp i n  1981.  

2. The m e a s u r e s  t a k e n  by t h e  camp a u t h o r i t i e e  were r e c o g n i z e d  a s  p r o p e r  a n d  
t i m e l y ,  c o n e i d e r i n q  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e  on o n e  hand a n d  t h e  l o w  number ot 
c a s u a l t ~ e s  o n  t h e  o t h e r .  

3. C o n s i d e r i n q  t h e  e x i u t e n c e  ot p e r e o n a l ,  t r i b a l ,  i d e o l o q i c a l  and p o l r t i c a l  
d i f f e r e n c e s  amonq t h e  I r a q i  POW8 a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  number of them a r e  members ot 
t h e  B a a t h  P a r t y  ot I r a q ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  a r e  amonq t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  ICRC 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h o u l d  have  a d o p t e d  a more t a c t f u l  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  t h e  POWS. 

4. S e v e n  P W a  who h a v e  c o n t e e e e d  to  t h e  e l a y  i n q  o f  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  POW6 would be 
b r o u g h t  to  t r i a l  o n c e  t h e  i n v e e t i q a t i o n  o n  t h e i r  c a s e  is c o m p l e t e d .  

5 .  T h i s  r e p o r t  i e  t h e  r e s u l t  o t  a t h o r o u q h  i n v e e t i q a t i o n  o f  t h e  r n c l d e n t ,  
i n c l u d i n g  i r t e r v i e w e  made w i t h  t h e  Commander i n  c h a r q e  and o t h e r  p e r s o n n e l  of t h e  
c b ~ ,  t h e  q u a r d s  and  a l a r q e  number o f  POWB, a l l  r e c o r d e d  a n d  documented .  



L I S T  PmVIDED BY T n  mV6RNHENT OF IRAQ OF KM C W S  I N  IRAQ AND 
TtUIR POPULATION AT THE TIUE OF THE M188ION'S  V I S I T  

Nu. of amp 

1. Anbar 

2. Womul N o .  1 

3. M a u l  No. 2 

4 IbmuL No. 3 

5. m a u l  No. 4 

6. CLudi No. 1 

7. Ruudi No. 2 

8. Brlahuddin 

No. of POna 

1 330 

1 439 

1 572 

1 724 

663 

l 332 

874 

27 2 

Total ,- 9 206 
v 
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11. Measures taken by the Vietnamese enemy 
during the current 7 th  dry season 

The enemy are wel l  aware t h a t  I f  they only keep t r y l n a  t o  
mobi l l ze t h e l r  forces t o  oppose us a t  t h e l r  s t ra teg ic  " throatn and 
fa1 l, they w l  l l be defeated. Consequently, they have t o  mob1 11 ze 
t h e l r  forces t o  oppose and f i g h t  us i n  western Kampuchca. This has 
been the decision taken by the Polltbureau I n  Hanoi which has 
ordered i t s  army high comnand I n  Kampuchea t o  Irn~lement i t  a t  a l l  
costs, for as l t t e m d , " l  t I s  a matter o f  l l f e  and deathn. 

Accordi ng t o  the l  r above-mntloned ob!ectlves, the Vietnacese 
enemy have taken d number of Important measures as fol lows: 

1 . They have mob1 1 l r e d  the maximum o f  t h e l r  forces t o  oppose 
and f i g h t  our army I n  western Kampuchea, 

11. They have done t h e l r  utmost t o  t ransport  addi t ional  m i l i t a r y  
equipment provided by the Sovlet Union and i t s  Warsaw Pact 
a1 l les, especial 1y heavy a r t l  l l e r y  and tanks, t o  western 
Kampuchea , 

111. They have In tens l f l ed  t h e l r  f a s c l s t  po l i cy  of fo rc ib le  
e n l l s t m n t  o f  Kampuchean people I n t o  t h e i r  army as t h e i r  
strategic ass1 stant forces, 

{v.  They have intensf f l e d '  the1 r barbarous p01 I c y  t o  comnandeer 
the population I n  the comnunes, d i s t r i c t s  and provinces 
and send them t o  c lea r  forests  and bul l d  road I n  western 
Kampuchea . 

According t o  the above-mantioned a r s l g m n t  of the l  r forces, 
the Vietnamese enemy have set t h e i r  object lves o f  f i g h t i n a  I n  western 
Kampuchea as fol lows : 

1.  To send thef r f n t a l  l lgrnce and comnando un i  t s  across the 
border t o  f i g h t  on Thai territory, one t o  ten kl lometers 
deep, I 

11. To destroy our mf 11 ta ry  depots and our m l  l l tary equlpmnt 
such as heavy a r t l  l l e r y  , trucks, roads, b r i  dges , transml t t e r -  
receiver sets, 

111. To cut our supply l i nes  t o  the b a t t l e  zone 1 ,  

I v .  1 0  attack our comnand posts from the regimental leve l  upward. 

I n  order t o  achleve these four  objectives, the enemy have 
ret up and used t h e i r  specld l forces ca l led  'Special Uni ts  A 5 "  
which they consider as t h e i r  vanguard l n t e l  l igence and comnando 
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Chronoleqioal  d a 8 c r i p t i o n  ot p r i s o n e r  of war canrpe 
v i s i t e d  by t h e  n i e e i o n  

l. ~ a l l a h u d d i n .  lb oarp 18 e i t u a t e d  between Baghdad and Moeul, some 150 k r  to 
t h e  nor th  o f  t h e  o a p i t a l .  I t  i r  p a r t  of a  m i l i t a r y  g a r r i s o n  and houeee a to ta l  ot  
275 p r i .oner8  of war i n  two block8 of bu i ld ing0  Lacing each o t h e r ,  one f o r  
o f f i c e r s ,  who e o n a t i t u t *  mora t h a n  one ha l f  of t h e  inmatee, and t h e  o t h e r  t o r  
e o l d i e r o  and NCOe, who are m s t l y  aeeigned t o  work ae o r d e r l i e s .  

2. M8ul - (CLOnul Camps We. 1, 2, 3 and 4 ) .  There  a r e  four  P W  camps i n  t h e  
o u t a k i r t o  o f  Mosulr t h e  aecond l a r g e s t  town i n  I r a q ,  400 km n o r t h  of Baghdad, The 
t o u r  bui ld in98,  where t h e  o u p r  are  l o c a t e d ,  were former ba r rack8  of t h e  I r a q i  
a r w ,  whioh r t i l l  mainta in8 a g a r r i e o n  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  The Pour camp8 ar* 
two-atoray quulrilateral b u i l d i n q s ,  w i t h  a yard i n  t h e  middle,  about h a l f  of whioh 
b e  k e n  oonvected i n t o  veqe tab le  garden8 tended by the pr ieonere .  The ground 
f l o o r  hour08 t h e  p r i r o n e r 8 ,  whi le  tho  second f l o o r  i e  rese rved  f o r  t h e  oe f ice rm and 
guardr .  With t h e  eatoaption ot H o s u l  Camp No. 4 ,  which was t h e  l a t e s t  one convected 
i n t o  a  Wn a-, the other Chres gave an  impreeeion of being overcrowd.d. A t  t h e  
timr o t  t h e  nimrion'r v i e i t  M a u l  Camp NO. 1 had a  t o t a l  of 1,439 ~ s u l  camp 
NO. 2 ,  1,5721 )loeul Camp No. 3, 1,7241 and Cbaul Camp No. 4, 663. 

3 .  Rarcrdi  - (AnMC Cam, and Ramadi C a m e  Noe. 1 and 2 ) .  There a r e  t h r e e  oamp8 
i n  the  o u t n k l r t a  o f  R.madi, a tawn rme l 1 0  km weot ~f  Baghdad. One, ronewhrt  
t a r t h e r  away Lr# tha 0th.r  two, i o  c a l l e d  Anbar and ha8 a to ta l  POU p o p u l a t i o n  
o f  1,330. The 0bh.r  two o w r  are l o c a t e d  c l o a e  to each o t h e r .  Woadi  Camp NO. 1 
hold8 1,332 -8, whi le  Ruadi Camp No. 2 - t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " c h i l d r e n ' e  c a a p m  - 
houuer 874 -8, a11 below t h e  a g e  ot 10. 
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LIST PmVIDED BY THE OOVBRNWNT OF THE U W I C  RIPUDLIC OF IRAN 
OF W 8  I N  IRAN AND THEIR #)PULATIQl AT 'MI1 TICI OF T W  

UISSION'S VISIT 

Nama of cam& 

1. Arak 

I. Bojnoord 

4 Ghouchan 

5. Gorgan 

6. Horhmatiah 

7. Kahrizak 

8. Manjam1 

10. Mohrabad 

11. Parandak 

12. Qarr 

13. Sari 

14. Semnan 

15. Takhti 

16. Torbate-Jam 

Total 
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ChronolQg ical description of pr isoner-of-war camps 
visited by the mission 

1. Gorqan. Gorgan Camp is part of a military garrison situated within the city 
ot Gorgan, 381 km north-east of Teheran, close to the Caspian Sea. According to 
the Camp's authorities, the number of POW8 at the time of the mission's visit was 
3,402. The Camp consists of 22 dormitories, each accommodating between 160 and 
260 prisoners of war, divided into four sections. Since the 10 October incident, 
m s  cannot move freely around the Camp and are restricted to their respective 
sect ions. 

2. 9. Sari Camp is located in the heart of the city of the same name, 131 km 
west of Gorgan and 250 km north-east of Teheran. According to figures provided by 
the authorities, there were 1,953 K W s  in the Camp on the day of the mission's 
visit. According to the camp authorities, m e t  of the prisoners in the Camp had 
been captured in 1982. The Camp consists Of single-storey buildings divided into 
five sections, with a total of 14 dormitories, each with an average number of 
130 POWs. As is the case with the ather camps visited, with the exception of 
Takhtl and Mehrabad, prisoners are not free to move outside their section. The 
last visit by the ICRC took place in 1983. 

3.  Semnan. Semnan Camp lies in the proximity of the town of the same name, 
201 km south of Sari and 228 km west of Teheran. A former military traininq camp, 
it consists of a series of tents grouped into two self-contained mcampsm, the Upper 
Camp and the Lower Camp. The total 'POW population of Semnan at the time of the 
mission's visit was 4,294, of wham about 106 were officers. There are about 
10 prisoners per tent. Rost of the prisoners had k e n  in other camps before being 
sent to Semnan. The only visit of the I C E  to Semnan took place in 1981 for 
purposes of reqistration. Given the nature of the camp, prisoners sleep on 
mattresses instead of bunks or beds as is the rule in the other Iranian R)ls camps 
visited. 

4. Davoudieh - Davoudieh Camp is situated in the north of Teheran in three-stsrey 
former university buildinqs. The number of WYls totalled 2,384 on the day of the 
mission's visit. According to the Camp authorities, the fiqure included 
273 officers and 445 non-comissioned officers as well as 194 non-~raqis who are 
regarded as mmercenaries" by the Iranian Government and to whom ICRC has had no 
access. The non-Iraqi prisoners - mstly nationals from other Arab countries - 
lrve in separate dormitories. The Camp consists of seven divisions, with a 
combined number of 20 rooms and 3 large halls. According to the authorities, there 
were sane 50 prisoners under 18 years of aqe in the Camp. The only visit by ICRC 
to the Camp took place in June of 1984. 

5. Mehrabad. This Camp is situated within the Mehrabad air force base in the 
centre of Teheran. It houses a totai of 2,371 W W s  and is divided into seven 
sections, with four dormitories. The dormitories, housed in two-storey buildings, 
are spacious, with individual beds instead of bunks. POWs are free to sove within 
the different sections. The last ICRC visit t m k  place in June 1984. 



6. Heahmatieh. The Camp l ies i n  t h e  mouth o f  Teheran .  A f t e r  Par randak,  I t  13 * 
t h e  recond l a r q e e t  WW camp I n  I r a n ,  w i t h  a  t o t a l  p r l a o n e r  p o p u l a t i o n  o t  7 ,253 a t  
t h e  time of t h e  v i s i t  by t h e  mi re ion .  There  are r a p o r t e d  to be 8 2  o f f r c e r a  and 
2,018 NCO8 a m n 9  t h e  p r i r o n e r r .  The camp c o n r i e t a  of e i n q l e - s t o r e y  b a r r a c k s  
c o n t a i n i n g  30 d o r m i t o r i e r  and ir  d i v i d e d  i n t o  5 r a c t i o n a .  Wlth a n  a v e r a q e  o f  more 
t h a n  230 WWe p e r  d o r m i t o r y ,  t h e  i m p r e r r i o n  wan one  o f  r a t h e r  crowded c o n d l t i o n e .  
The Camp wae last v i s i t e d  by ICRC i n  M y / J u n e  1984. 

7 -  T a k h t i .  T a k h t i  ir locatod i n  a r t ad ium i n  Tahr ran .  I t  c u r r e n t l y  holds 
1 ,073 POUr. The l a r t  ICRC v i r i t  took p l a c e  i n  J u l y  1984. According t o  t h e  camp 
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  more t h a n  1,000 POWr had k e n  t r a ~ f e r r e d  s i n c e  t h e n  to Parandak,  
p a r t l y  because  t h e  camp war d e r t i n e d  to  b. c l o r a d  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e ,  p e r t l y  also 
k c a u r e  of t h e  need to  w p a r a t e  t h e  two w i d . o l ~ i c a l m  q r o u p e  f o l l o w i n q  an  i n c i d e n t  
i n  t h e  suaParer of 1984 which had led t o  t h e  d e a t h  o f  o n e  #)w. I n  t h e  c o m i w  months 
t h a  remaining  W e ,  a l l  of them c u r r e n t l y  houred i n  a  s i n g l e  enormous h a l l ,  a r e  
expac tad  to be t r a n r f e r r e d  to Parandak.  

8. Parandak.  T h i r  Camp, r i t u a t e d  emme 80 km s o u t h r e s t  o f  Tehe ran ,  is t h e  
l a r g e r t  #]W camp i n  I r a n .  A t  t h e  tiw o f  t h u  M i s s i o n ' r  v i r i t ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  number 
of KIWI war 8 ,276,  houred i n  2 2  do rmi to r i em deployed i n  6 s e l f - c o n t s r n e d  'campsm. 
The Camp, c o n s i s t i n g  of  single-rtoray building.,  had k e n  newly b u i l t  and was s t i l l  
k i n g  axpandad to accommodate a n  m l a r q o d  POW p o p u l a t i o n .  A v i e i t  to t h e  
d o r m i t o r i e r  l e f t  a n  i m p r e r r i o n  o f  ova rccovdedne r r .  The re  were  315 Wlrl o t f i c e r s  i n  
t h e  Camp who, a8 i n  o t h e r  c a n p r  v i r i t e d ,  r h a r a d  t h e  rame q u a r t e r s  w i t h  t h e  NCO6 and 
t h e  s o l d i e c r .  The l a r t  ICRC v i r i t  had t a k a n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  ruamer of 1984 before t h e  
t r a ~ t a r  of h a l f  o f  the T a k h t i  inmatam. 
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Appndix  V 1  I 

CHRONOIXlGY OF ACTIVITIES 

TWrbaY, 8 January 1985: 

- Hir r ion  a rwmblor  i n  Gonava 

Wadneodry, 9 and Thurulry,  10 January 19851 

- Noatingr a t  t ha  P a l a i r  dam Nation88 

(a)  h a t i n g  with da1.gation from thm Republic ot xraq 

(b) M a t i n g  with da1.gation from t h a  Islamic Ibpubl ic  of ][ran 

(C) Meeting wi th  t h a  raprrmentat iva of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Committee ot 
tha  Rod Crorr 

Fridayl  11 January 19851 

- Doparturo tcom k n a v a  

- Arr iva l  i n 8 8 q M a d  

Saturday, 1 2  January 19851 

- l l r r t i n q r  with I r a q i  Oovarnnont o t t i c i a l a  

- h a t i n g  wi th  Hr. Tar iq  Ui2, Daputy Prime Minis ter  and h i n i a t e r  of 
h t a i g n  A I t a i r a  of I r a q  

BundaYr 13 January 1985: 

- V i r i t  to Brllahuddin #]W C u p  

nonby, 1 4  January 19858 

- V i r i t  to llorul #m FI WO- 2 
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1 Tuemday, 1 5  January 1985: 

- V i a i t  to Anbar POWCamp 

- V i s i t  to  M a d i  P W  Camp No. 1 

- V i a i t  to Ramadi KM Camp NO. 2 

Wednerday, 16 January 1985: 

- V i r i t  to c i v i l i a n  v i l l a g e s  i n  Miosn a r e a  

- meeting wi th  I r a q i  Government o f f i c i a l s  

Thurrday, 17 January 19051 

- Departure  from Baghdad 

Fr iday,  l 8  January 19851 

- A r r i v a l  i n  Teheran 

Baturday, 19 January 19851 

- Meeting wi th  I r a n i a n  Government o f f i c i a l 8  

- Meeting wi th  m-nder of M i l i t a r y  Cen t re  i n  charge o f  p r i . o n r r d f + a r  
camps 

- h ' t i v a l  i n  Gorgan 

Sunday, 20 January 1985: 

- V i a i t  to Gorgan POW Camp 

~ n d a y ,  21 January 1985: 

- V i a i t  t o s a r i  eOWCamp 

- V i e i t  to Seuran #M Camp 

Tuemdsy, 22 January 19851 

- V i r i t  t o  Davoudieh m Camp 

- )I.eting wi th  Meabere of coamieercm o n  protection of I r a n i a n  Prirroners of 
War 



8/16962 
Engliah 
Page 82 

Wednesday, 23  January 19858 

- V i s i t  to Hemhmatirh POW C u p  

- Viri t  to Takhti POW C u p  

- Meeting with Mr. A l i  Aklmr Vahyat l ,  Minirtot ot Poroign Aftaira ot the 
Islamic ~ ~ p u b l i a  of Iran 

Thurmday, 24 January 19658 

- Virit to ~arandak #m CuP 

- Mating with Iranian G o v o r w n t  o t f i o i a l r  

Friday, 25 January 1985: 

- Departure from Tahoran 


