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| NFORMATI ON | N RELATI ON TO THE ARTI CLES OF THE COVENANT
Article 1
1. Par agraph (a) of the preanble to the Lebanese Constitution, adopted

under the constitutional anmendnent of 21 Septenber 1990 (pursuant to the
Tai f Agreement of 22 Cctober 1989, which ended the civil war), states:
“Lebanon is a free, independent, sovereign State, a honeland for all its
children, united inits territory, its people and its institutions, within
borders defined by this Constitution and internationally recognized”

Par agraph (d) of the preanble reads: “The people is the source of authority.
It is sovereign and shall exercise its sovereignty through constitutiona
institutions”. Article 1 of the Constitution provides that “Lebanon is an

i ndependent, unitary and sovereign State ..

2. In accordance with these provisions and the people's right to

sel f-determ nation, the Lebanese authorities are in the process of preparing
the legislative elections to be held in autum 1996 (the | ast |egislative

el ections date back to August- Septenber 1992). The Government, in
consultation with all the political bodies concerned, in particular the
parliamentary factions and the political parties, is |looking for the best way
(nunmber and limts of constituencies, voting procedure) of submtting an

el ectoral bill to Parlianment which will serve as the basis for the planned

el ections and be likely to satisfy all parties and guarantee the | argest
turnout.

3. The people's freedomto dispose of its natural wealth and resources is
not subject to any restriction by the Lebanese authorities. However, the
right of the Lebanese people to self-determ nation and to di spose of its
natural wealth and resources has been threatened by Israel, which occupies
part of Lebanese territory despite Security Council resolution 425 (1978),

subj ects the population to all kinds of abuse and ill-treatment and
periodically carries out intensive bombing in the rest of the country, driving
the inhabitants out of their towns and villages and causi ng hundreds of
victinms and the destruction of the econom c infrastructure.

4. Israel also has its eye on Lebanon's water resources, especially the
waters of the Litani river, which lies entirely within Lebanese borders.

5. Lebanon neverthel ess wants peace, provided that it is not contrary to
the right of its people to self-determnation and to dispose of its own
resources and that it is just, lasting and applicable throughout the region
in accordance with United Nations resol utions.

Article 2

6. Par agraph (c) of the preanble added to the Lebanese Constitution

on 21 Septenber 1991 provides that “Lebanon is a denocratic parlianmentary
Republ i c, based on respect for public freedons, forenpst among which is
freedom of opinion and belief, and on social justice and equality of rights
and obligations among all citizens wi thout distinction or preference”
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Chapter 2 of the Constitution, entitled “The Lebanese, their rights and their
obligations”, provides in article 7 that: “All Lebanese are equal before the
law. They shall enjoy equal civil and political rights and be equally bound

by public responsibilities and duties, w thout any distinction”

7. It is true that, as in many Constitutions, the affirmation of equality
of rights and obligations applies to citizens and not to nen and wonen in
general . However, no provision of Lebanese |aw nmakes a distinction between

races or between individuals on the grounds of colour, |anguage, politica

opi nions, social origin, birth or fortune. The preanble to the Constitution
reaffirms Lebanon's attachnent to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Lebanon al so acceded to the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al
Forms of Racial Discrimnation on 12 Novenber 1971

8. There are many Pal estinians in Lebanon, as well as Syrian, Egyptian
Sri Lankan, Filipino, Indian and other workers. There is no restriction on
freedom of consci ence, freedom of association, the individual use of nationa
| anguages, freedom of worship or the celebration of religious or secular
holidays. There is no obstacle to access to the courts.

9. Some specific or practical problens relating to equality between nmen and
wonen, equality in respect of the right to | eave the country and equality in
respect of the right to marry will be considered under the relevant articles
(arts. 3, 8, 12 and 18). Progress in adopting legislation to give effect to
the rights recognized in the Covenant will also be considered under the

rel evant articles, particularly articles 3 and 24.

10. A person whose rights have been infringed by a wongful act by a public
of ficial may claimconpensation fromthe Governnment, if necessary, by
referring the matter to the Council of State if the act in question is
considered to be service-related (art. 61 of the Act inplenmented by Decree

No. 10434 of 4 June 1975 on the Organi zation of the Council of State). He may
i nstitute proceedi ngs against the official in the ordinary courts, subject to
a government authorization if the act in question is considered to be a
personal fault (a serious fault or a fault not comrtted in the exercise of
official functions). Adm nistrative acts (decrees, orders) may be repeal ed by
the Council of State if a remedy is filed within the statutory time-limt (two
mont hs) by a person entitled to take action (arts. 62 and 69 of the
above-nmenti oned Act).

11. It should be pointed out that the so-called southern Lebanese Arny, a
Lebanese nmilitia in the pay of Israel, maintains an arbitrary judicial system
in the border area of southern Lebanon that is beyond the control of the
Lebanese authorities. The situation in this mlitia' s detention centre is
consi dered under articles 7 and 9.
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Article 3

12. Worren have access to schools and universities on an equal footing with
men. They al so have access to public office and to positions in the
judiciary. The increase in the nunber of wonen in the liberal professions
bet ween 1980 and 1994 is indicated bel ow

1980 1994
Doctors 6. 90% 14. 35%
Phar maci sts 36. 00% 51. 00%
Lawyers 5.80% 24.30%
Engi neers 0.20% 6. 78%

Wnen's participation in the econom ¢ sector increased from 19.04 per cent
to 27.08 per cent between 1970 and 1995.

13. Since the submi ssion of the initial report, equality between nen and
wonen has inproved in several respects. Inprovenents in the |egal status of
wonen are the result of action by specialized associations, the Mnistry of
Justice and the conpetent Parliamentary Commi ssions (Comm ssion on

Adm nistration and Justice, Conmi ssion on Rules of Procedure and Human

Ri ghts).

14. According to the | egislation governing the organization of the |and

regi ster, which dates back to 1922 and 1926, the two parties to a property
transacti on nust, when they appear before the land register officer, be
acconpani ed by two witnesses “of the nmale sex” to testify to their identity
before the contract is concluded. The words “of the male sex” were del eted by
Act. No. 275 of 4 November 1993. Wonen now have the same capacity as nen to
act as wi tnesses.

15. Under articles 11, 12 and 13 of the Lebanese Code of Comrerce, a nmarried
woman coul d not engage in commerce without a witten authorization from her
husband. This condition was done away with by Act No. 380 of 4 November 1994.
A woman who has attained her majority, whether married or single, now has ful
capacity to engage in comrerce.

16. According to article 39, paragraph 2, of the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs
Organi zation Act, Lebanese wonen di pl onmats who married foreigners had to be
transferred to the central governnent. This paragraph was del eted under

Act No. 376 of 10 Novenber 1994.

17. On 8 April 1995, the Director-Ceneral of Police told the Parlianentary
Commi ssion on Rules of Procedure and Human Ri ghts that, contrary to what sone
peopl e believe, “a married woman can obtain a passport w thout her husband's
perm ssion”. The elinmnation of this requirenment dates back to 1974.

18. On 13 March 1996, the Parlianentary Conmi ssion on Administration and
Justice adopted a bill authorizing the Governnent to accede to the Convention
on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Discrimnation against Wrnen.
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19. Progress still needs to be made in ensuring equality between nen and
women.
20. Article 995, paragraph 1, of chapter Ill of the Lebanese Code of

ol igations and Contracts, entitled “Life insurance”, provides that “Life

i nsurance contracted by a third party on the life of the insured person shal
be null and void if the latter has not given his consent in witing,

i ndi cating the anmount insured”. However, paragraphs 1 and 2 of article 997
provide that: “Life insurance may not be contracted by a third party on the
life of a married woman wi t hout her husband' s authorization or on the life of
a person with a legal counsel without the latter's authorization. Such

aut hori zati on does not waive the requirenent of the consent of the inconpetent
person”. This article of the Code of Obligations and Contracts, which equates
a married woman with an inconpetent person and her husband with a | ega
counsel, has been criticized by certain associations, which have called for
its repeal with reference to married wonen. The Mnistry of Justice is in the
process of preparing a bill for this purpose, with a viewto the

i npl enent ati on of the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of

Di scrim nati on agai nst \Wnen.

21. The sane associations are calling for the repeal or amendment of
articles 487, 488 and 489 of the Lebanese Penal Code, under which an

adul terous woman is |iable to between three nonths and two years' inprisonnment
and her partner to only one nonth to one year of inprisonnent if he is
unmarried, and for the repeal of article 562 of the Code, which grants grounds
for absolution or mitigation in cases involving what are known as “crinmes of
honour” comm tted by nen (husband, son, father or brother).

22. There have al so been proposals for the amendnent of articles 1 and 4 of
Order No. 15 of 19 January 1925 on Lebanese nationality, which is granted only
to the children of Lebanese fathers, since Lebanese wonen cannot transmt
their nationality to the children if the father is a foreigner (except in two
special situations: if the father dies while the child is still a mnor or
the child is a natural child recognized by his Lebanese nother before being
recogni zed by his foreign father). The possibility of the revision of
articles 1 and 4 of Order No. 15 should be given special consideration when
the nationality | aws are anended.

Article 4

23. On account of recent threats against State security and the danger of a
return to the conditions which prevailed during the 1975-1990 war, Decree

No. 7988 of 27 February 1996 entrusted the arny with maintaining security for
three nonths. The CGovernnent al so prohibited denonstrati ons and even i nmposed
a curfew during the norning of 29 February. These neasures were taken under
Decree-Law No. 102 of 16 Septenber 1983 (National Defence Act), which provides
that, if the State of Lebanon is threatened in one or nore of its regions by
acts which may be harnful to its security or its interests, the arny is
entrusted with maintaining order. |In this case, the conmander-in-chief of the
arnmy is entitled to take all neasures to ensure security and, in particular

to search buildings and other prem ses, after having obtained the

aut horization of the conmpetent judicial authorities, to check ports and
vessel s in Lebanese territorial waters, to nonitor the arrival and departure
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of foreigners, to prohibit unauthorized or mlitary rallies, to prosecute
troubl e- makers who nust be brought before the conpetent courts within a period
of five days as fromthe day of their arrest and to combat smuggling. Persons
who conmit acts which endanger security and persons arrested as a result of
the inplenentati on of the above-nenti oned neasures are all to be referred to
the mlitary courts

Article 6

24, Since the initial report, capital punishnment for intentional hom cide
under article 549 of the Penal Code has been extended by Decree-Law No. 112
of 16 Septenber 1983 to three additional cases:

(a) Where the hom cide was conmitted on an individual on account of
his religious affiliation or out of vengeance for a crinme committed by a third
party belonging to the sane religion as that person or related to himor
bel onging to the sane political party;

(b) Where the hom cide was conmitted by neans of expl osives;

(c) Where the hom cide was conmitted to avoid the consequences of a
crime or an offence or in order to renove any traces of that crinme or offence.

25. with regard to the protection of the right to life by neasures to
prevent war, the Lebanese Governnent has been hol di ng peace negotiations with
I srael but they, have been suspended for reasons beyond Lebanon's control. In
the neantime, Israel continues periodically to bonb the civilian popul ation
destroying dwellings and infrastructure and causi ng hundreds of victinms anmong
children, wonen and ol d peopl e.

26. At the domestic |evel, the Government of Lebanon is taking the necessary
measures to prevent the resunption of the arned conflicts which ravaged
Lebanon for 16 years.

27. The Governnent is also making great efforts to inprove the health
conditions of citizens and of children in particular. Free vaccination
canpai gns are organi zed on a regular basis and a centre has been set up for
children's chronic di seases.

Article 7

28. A person who is responsible for striking and woundi ng whi ch has not
caused injury or has caused |l ess than 10 days' incapacity is liable to a
penalty under article 554 of the Lebanese Penal Code of up to six months
i mprisonnment or a fine of 10,000 to 50,000 Lebanese pounds or both. Under
article 555 of the Penal Code, the penalty may be increased to up to one
year's inprisonnent or a fine of 100,000 pounds or both if the incapacity

lasts nmore than 10 days. |If it lasts nore than 20 days, the penalty is from
three nonths to three year's inprisonnment in addition to the above-nentioned
fine (art. 556). In the event of mutilation, the penalty may be as nuch as

10 years' inprisonnent with forced |abour (art. 557).
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29. The Parliamentary Conmi ssion on Rules of Procedure and Human Ri ghts has
had to consider conplaints submtted by deputies or by Lebanon's two bar
associations (Beirut and Tripoli) about the ill treatnent of persons in sone

police stations and by sonme security services. Measures have been taken in
cooperation with the Mnister of Justice.

30. The situation is far nore serious in Khiamprison in the border strip
known as the “security zone” occupied by Israel in southern Lebanon, which
del egates of the International Committee of the Red Cross were able to visit
for the first time only in Cctober 1995; about 250 persons, nminly Lebanese,
have been held there without trial, some for nore than 10 years. On severa
occasi ons non-governnental organi zati ons have conpl ai ned about conditions of
detention in this prison and reported torture during the interrogations
conducted by Israeli officers. Oher Lebanese (nunbering 75) are inprisoned
under similar conditions in Israeli territory. Sone have served their
sentences, but have not been rel eased.

Article 8

31. The initial report described the legal conditions for paid work in
Lebanon. There are no cases of slavery to report. For fuller information, it
shoul d be noted that the maxi mum nunber of hours of work for household

enpl oyees is not respected, although they are generally well treated.

32. Under article 44 of the Penal Code, crinmes are subject either to capita
puni shment or to inprisonnment, which may or may not involve forced | abour

Al t hough forced | abour is provided for in the Penal Code and in judgenents
handed down by crimnal courts, it is not applied in practice for lack of
proper organization

33. Young Lebanese have to do one year of military service; exenptions are
granted in the case of an eldest son, an only son, etc. Conscientious
obj ector status is not recognized.

Article 9
34. The initial report described the constitutional basis in Lebanese |aw
for the rights and freedons enbodied in this article of the Covenant.
Article 8 of the Constitution thus reads: “Individual freedomis guaranteed

and protected. No one may be arrested or detained except as provided for by
law. No breach or penalty may be established other than by | aw

35. Article 569 of the Penal Code deals with the act of depriving a person
of his liberty by abduction or any other neans. Follow ng the subm ssion of
the initial report, this article was anmended by Decree-Law No. 112 of

16 September 1983 to cover subsequent cases of abduction in connection with
the arned conflicts in the country. The new wording provides for a life
sentence of forced labour in the foll owi ng cases:

(a) Where deprivation of |iberty exceeds one nonth;

(b) Where the person deprived of his |iberty has been subjected to
physi cal or psychological ill-treatnent;
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(c) Where the of fence was comm tted on the person of an official in,
during or because of the exercise of his functions;

(d) Where the notive for the offence is religious or involves a
political cause or where it constitutes vengeance on the person of the victim
for an act committed by other persons of his religion, party or famly;

(e) VWere the offender used his victimas a hostage to intimdate
i ndi viduals, institutions or the State in order to extort money fromthem or
oblige themto carry our his wishes or to performor not to performan act;

(f) VWere the offence was conmitted following an attack on a private
or public nmeans or transport such as a car, a train, a ship or an aircraft;

(9) Where the of fence was committed by a group of two or nore persons
who were arnmed when they conmitted it.

36. The sentence is increased (capital punishnent rather than life

i mpri sonment, length of sentence increased by one third or one half) where the
of fence caused the death of a person as a result of fear or any other related
cause.

37. The amended article 570 provides for six nonths to three years

i mprisonment if the person deprived of his liberty was rel eased spontaneously
within three days and no crinme or offence was conmitted against him The
penalty is halved if the victimwas rel eased spontaneously within 24 hours in
t he sane circunstances

38. As to the guarantees enjoyed by individuals vis-a-vis crimnal justice
and the Departnent of the Governnment Prosecutor, the follow ng provisions

apply.

39. Under article 102 of the Code of Crimnal Procedure, the exam ning

magi strate nust question the defendant inmediately if he has been served with
a sumons. He must question himwi thin 24 hours if he has been served with a
war r ant .

40. After 24 hours, the prison director nmust, on his own initiative, refer
the defendant to the Procurator-General who nust ask the exam ning magistrate
to hear him |If the exam ning magistrate refuses, if he is absent or if a
legitimate reason prevents himfrom doing so, the Procurator-General wll
request the President of the court to question himor require one of his
judges to do so. If it is not possible to question the defendant, the
Procurator-General nust order his i mediate rel ease

41. Article 103 of the Code of Crimnal Procedure provides that, if a

def endant arrested under an arrest warrant is not questioned within 24 hours
or is not brought before the Procurator-General, his arrest is considered an
arbitrary act and the official responsible will be prosecuted for deprivation
of personal freedom under article 368 of the Penal Code (this article will be
referred to bel ow).
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42. Article 113 of the Penal Code states that a person arrested under a

warrant nust be referred without delay to the Departnent of the Governnent
Prosecutor in the court of the exam ning magi strate who i ssued the warrant.
The official who executed the warrant is then given a receipt for the

di scharge of the defendant, who is taken to the local prison, and the

exam ning magi strate is so inforned.

43. Article 420 of the Penal Code provides that the exam ning nagi strate and
the justice of the peace nust visit persons under arrest or in prison at |east
once a nonth and that the Presidents of crimnal courts nmust visit them at

| east once every three nonths.

44, Article 427 provides that anyone who knows that a person is being held
in prem ses other than those intended by the Government for inprisonment or

arrest nust so informthe Procurator-General or his deputy or the exam ning

magi strate or the justice of the peace.

45. Article 428 provides that the officials referred to in the preceding
article nmust, on being given this information, go imediately to the prison
and rel ease any person being held in illegal custody. |If it appears to them
that there is a legitinmate reason for the detention, they nust send the

detai nee immedi ately to the Procurator-Ceneral or the justice of the peace
concerned and prepare a report. |If they fail to comply with the foregoing,
they will be deened to be acconplices in the offence of deprivation of
personal freedomand will be prosecuted as such

46. These provisions are reinforced by the articles of the Penal Code which
are applicable to officials in breach of the | aw

(a) Article 367 provides that any official who arrests or inprisons
any person in cases other than those provided for by law will be punished by a
sentence of forced |abour for life;

(b) Article 368 provides that the governors and warders of penal or
di sciplinary establishnments or reformatories and all other persons performng
such functions who have held an individual w thout a warrant or court decision
or have detained himbeyond the statutory tine [imt will be punished by a
pri son sentence of three years;

(c) Article 369 provides that the persons nentioned above and, in
general, all law enforcenent officers and administrative officals who refuse
or delay the bringing before a conpetent judge of an arrested or detained
person will be punished by a prison sentence of between one nonth and one
year.

47. During the 16 years of war, tens of thousands of persons di sappeared
after they were abducted by the Israeli army or by the nmilitias because they
were nmenbers of a hostile mlitia or sinply because of their political beliefs

or religious ties. The fate of nany of these persons is still unknown.
48. As indicated in connection with article 7, the southern Lebanese Arny -
amlitia conposed, as said earlier, of Lebanese in Israeli pay - is holding

sonme 250 persons illegally in Khiam prison. Delegates of the Internationa
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Conmittee of the Red Cross cannot visit them despite the provisions of the
Geneva Convention. A further 75 Lebanese are being held in prisons in |Israel
territory to which | CRC del egates al so have no access.

Article 10

49. The Parliamentary Conmi ssion on Rules of Procedure and Human Ri ghts has
nmore than once had to investigate conditions in prisons and reformatories for
mnors. It has recommended the construction of new prisons in all parts of
Lebanon.

50. The Commi ssion's attention was drawn by a deputy to prison conditions in
Zahl e, Lebanon's second |l argest city, where the cells are too small for the
nunber of prisoners and conditions of hygiene | eave nuch to be desired. As in
many countries, prison capacity in Lebanon has not kept pace with the increase
in the prison population. The difference between the capacity of each prison
and the actual number of prisoners is shown bel ow.

Nanme of prison Absorption capacity Actual nunber of prisoners
Roum é 900 2 328
Baabda wonen's prison 30 82
Bei r ut 175 259
Tri pol i 500 669
Hal ba 50 46
Bat r oun 50 95
Zahl e 50 190
Zahl e (wonen) 8 35
Tyr 50 108
Nabati eh 10 68
Tebni ne 25 36
Jbai | 24 41
Al ey 50 70
Roum é (juvenil es) 142
Zghorta 30 60
Jeb Janni ne 60 78
Rachai ya 40 36
Ain Hél oué

Ami oun 44
51. Because of the |ack of space, it has not always been possible to

separate juvenile offenders fromadults. Wnen may al so be held in police
stations guarded by nen. The Mnister of the Interior therefore recently
submitted a bill to the Council of Mnisters for the rehabilitation of the
pri son system and an appropriation of 80 billion Lebanese pounds
(approximately US$ 50 million) for the purpose.

52. There is no need to refer to the constant violations by Israel
particularly in Khiamprison in the border area, of the rights enbodied in
articles 7 and 10 of the Covenant and in many articles of the fourth Geneva
Conventi on.
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Article 11
53. Lebanese | aw does not allow a person to be inprisoned nerely because his
poverty or |lack of financial neans prevents himfromfulfilling a contractua

obligation. However, the Code of Civil Procedure (Decree-Law No. 90 of
16 September 1983), contains a chapter (chap. 7) entitled “Inprisonnent for
debt”, article 997 of which states that:

“A creditor may request the inprisonment of a debtor who refuses
to rei nburse one of the follow ng debts, subject to the enforcement of
ot her | aws:

1. The conpensation granted by a judgenent for a crimnal or a
civil offence and the costs of the trial relating to such conpensation

2. The conpensation granted by a judgenent on behalf of a judge
or the State in the event of the rejection of a remedy fil ed agai nst
them for responsibility for acts conmtted by judges (judicial
m sconduct proceedi ngs);

3. Al i mony granted by a judgenent, each paynent being a separate
debt ;
4, The dowy of or the anmount granted by a judgenent to a woman who

has been repudi ated or divorced under Muslimlaw.”

54. As may be seen, there is a justification for such cases, which are not
instances of a failure to fulfil a contractual obligation, as provided for in
article 11 of the Covenant.

Article 12

55. The initial report described the practical arrangenents for freedom of
novenent under Lebanese |aw, as authorized by article 12, paragraph 3, of the
Covenant .

56. In order to rectify the enforced geographical distribution of the
Lebanese popul ati on according to religious affiliation, paragraph (i) of the
preanmbl e added to the Lebanese Constitution on 21 Septenber 1990 provides:

“The national territory belongs to all Lebanese. Every citizen has the
right to reside in any part of the territory and to benefit thereby in
accordance with the sovereignty of the aw. The geographica
distribution of the population on the basis of any affiliation is

prohi bited, as are the splitting or partition of the territory and the
settl enent of Pal estinians.”

57. In accordance with this principle and in order to allow the return of

di spl aced persons to the original places of residence fromwhich they were
driven out by the arned conflicts, and particularly by the bl oody events of
early Septenber 1983 following the brutal w thdrawal of Israeli troops from
sonme of Lebanon's territories, a far-reaching programe was inmplemented and is
currently inits final phase. It involves the organization of reconciliation
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meetings in villages where popul ati on di spl acenent occurred, foll owed by the
al l ocation of subsidies for the reconstruction or restoration of dwellings.

58. Wth regard to the right to | eave the country, however, a problemwth
whi ch the Government nust deal is the free return to their own countries of
certain foreign enpl oyees. Sone Lebanese enpl oyers “confiscate” their foreign
enpl oyee' s passport; having paid for the cost of the enployee's travel from
his country to Lebanon, for exanple, the enployer wants to ensure that his
enployee will fulfil his contract for the minimumtime he (the enployer) needs
to recover his expenses. 1In nost cases, the enployee concerned goes to his
country's consul in Lebanon to obtain a new passport according to the
procedure applicable for a | ost passport.

59. The Israeli arny inposes extremely stringent constraints on freedom of
movement, particularly of cars, in the border area which it occupies.

Article 13

60. Since the initial report, there have been no changes in the |legislation
and no particular problens with regard to the expul sion of foreigners from
Lebanese territory.

Article 14

61. The initial report described in detail the judicial guarantees enbodied
in Lebanese law, particularly in article 20 of the Constitution, which

guar antees the i ndependence of the judiciary, and in the Penal Code and the
Codes of Crimnal and Civil Procedure. Since then, a new Code of Civi
Procedure was adopted by Decree-Law No. 90 of 16 Septenmber 1983 and it
cont ai ns consi derabl e i mprovenents conpared to the | ast Code.

62. It may be recalled that the Constitutional Council was set up by the
Constitutional Act anending article 19 of the Constitution and by Act No. 250
of 14 July 1993. The Council is already in operation and has handed down
several decisions.

Articles 15, 16 and 17

63. The initial report described Lebanese |egislation on the inplenentation
of the principle of the non-retroactivity of crimnal |aw, the recognition of
every individual as a person before the Iaw and the protection of privacy. No
anmendnents have been made and no particul ar problenms have arisen in these

ar eas.

64. Wth regard to article 17, the inviolability of the home is enbodied in
article 14 of the Constitution, which states: “Dwellings shall be inviolable.
No one may enter therein except in the circunstances and in the manner
prescribed by |law.”

Article 18

65. As the initial report stated, article 9 of the Lebanese Constitution
reads: “There shall be conplete freedom of conscience. \While acknow edging
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the Most High, the State shall respect all creeds and safeguard and protect
the free exercise of all fornms of worship, on condition that public order is
not interfered with. It also guarantees that the personal status and
religious interests of the population, to whatever creed they bel ong, shall be
respected.”

66. No Lebanese | aw inposes linmts or conditions on the freedom of religion
or freedom of worship, either for Lebanese or for foreigners living in
Lebanon.

67. However, the Lebanese nust belong to one of the religious denpninations
Lebanon officially recognizes. Since civil marriage does not exist, a
Lebanese couple that wishes to marry has to follow the procedure and the
cerenony of one of the recognized religious communities. However, a valid
civil marriage cel ebrated abroad is recognized in Lebanon even if both spouses
are Lebanese.

68. Ceneteries belong exclusively to recognized religious comunities.
Article 19

69. Freedom of expression, as stated in the initial report, is guaranteed by

article 13 of the Constitution, which provides that: “Freedom of speech and

of witing, freedom of the press, freedom of assenbly and freedom of
associ ati on shall be guaranteed within the limts |laid down by |aw”

70. Par agraph (c) of the new preanble to the Constitution states that the
Lebanese Republic is based on respect for public freedons, forenpst anong
which is freedom of opinion and belief.

71. Since the nunber of television and radi o channels increased w thout the
slightest control during the 16 years of arned conflict in Lebanon, the
Gover nment has undertaken to reorgani ze these two nmedia sectors. It intends

to grant a reasonable nunber of operating licences in order to strike a
bal ance between technical constraints and the requirenents of pluralism

Article 20

72. There are no new | egislative provisions and no particular problens to
report. However, a deep-rooted change in attitudes should be noted: al
Lebanese agree that hatred, hostility and violence anobng them nmust be rooted
out .

73. In external relations, the Governnent has becone involved in the peace
process with Israel

Article 21

74. Wth regard to what was stated in connection with article 4, the
Government has tenporarily prohibited denpnstrati ons and gatherings in order
to prevent any return to the anarchy and arned conflicts which caused hundreds
of thousands of victinms, weakened the State and jeopardi zed national unity and
with a viewto the legislative elections in Cctober
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Article 22

75. In accordance with Lebanese |aw, associations may be established freely
and made public sinply by neans of a statenent deposited with the Mnistry of
the Interior or any other mnistry concerned (National Education, etc.) and

i ndicating the goals of the association, the nanes and addresses of its
founders and a copy of its statutes. A receipt is issued for the statenment
and is published in the Oficial Gazette. The establishment of an association
and its acquisition of |legal personality are therefore not subject to prior
aut hori zation. At present, however, and in view of the current situation, as
referred to in this report in connection with articles 4 and 21, such receipts
are not always issued automatically.

76. Article 15 of the Public Oficials' Statute (Decree-Law No. 112
of 12 June 1959), prohibits public officials fromform ng trade unions,
striking or making collective demands.

Article 23

77. Since the initial report and apart frominprovenents in the |ega
status of wonen, as referred to in this report in connection with article 3,
t here have been no anmendnents to |l egislation and no particular problems with
regard to the famly and nmarri age.

Article 24

78. Since the initial report, considerable inprovenents have been nmade with
regard to the protection of children, including:

(a) The adoption in 1983 of the Disabled Persons' Act, intended to
protect disabled persons, whose nunbers increased considerably during the
16 years of armed conflict, a |large percentage of whom are children

(b) The introduction of a conpul sory nedi cal exam nation before
marriage for both nen and wonen so as to reduce the risks of children being
born with congenital defects;

(c) The recent submi ssion of a bill meking 15 years the m ni mrum age
for child | abour;

(d) The establishnment of the Parlianentary Conmi ssion on the Rights of
the Child, in addition to the already existing Parliamentary Commi ssion on
Rul es of Procedure and Human Ri ghts;

(e) The establishnment of the Hi gher Council for Children, made up of
representatives of the Governnment and of private associations;

(f) Lebanon's accession to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
on 14 May 1991
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Article 25

79. Li ke article 95 of the Constitution, the National Covenant (an
unwritten constitutional agreenent concluded in 1943) provides for the
distribution of political posts in Governnent (nenbers of Parlianment,
mnisters, Prime Mnister, President of the Chanber of Deputies and President
of the Republic) anpbng the various religious communities. This distribution
has been scrupul ously respected and has been maintained as a transitiona
measure in the Taif Agreenment (see the updated core document), which
neverthel ess provides for its gradual repeal. This was reflected in the new
wording of article 95 of the Constitution (Constitutional Act of

21 Septenber 1990).

80. The equitable distribution of all civil service posts anong the
conmunities was ensured by article 95 of the Public Oficials' Statute (the
above-nenti oned Decree-Law No. 112). Under the new article 95 of the
Constitution, it is nowlimted to first-category and rel ated functions.
According to this article, "These posts shall be shared equally between
Christians and Muslins and no function shall be reserved for a particular
comunity, in accordance with the principles of specialization and

conpet ence. "

Articles 26 and 27

81. There is nothing to report in connection with these articles, apart from
what was stated in the initial report and in connection with other articles in
this report.



