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Emergency Situations and Humanitarian Response 
Activities 

  The UNCT for Iraq is: 
 

 ESCWA 
 FAO 
 ILO 
 IOM 
 OHCHR 
 UNDP 
 UNEP 
 UNESCO 
 UNFPA 
 UN-HABITAT 
 UNHCR 
 UNICEF 
 UNIDO 
 UNIFEM 
 UNOPS 
 WFP 
 WHO 
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As part of the UNAMI mandate to
coordinate and deliver essential
humanitarian assistance, the UN
Country Team (UNCT) in collaboration
with Iraqi authorities and NGO partners,
has a leading role in emergency
preparedness and response activities
for Iraq. By using the Cluster approach
to address areas of common concern,
UN agencies combine resources and
expertise to implement coordinated
emergency humanitarian responses
and regular programme assistance. 
U

When emergency situations arise, the
UN Humanitarian Coordinator
manages the humanitarian response of
the UNCT and its NGO partners through
the Emergency Working Group (EWG)
in Amman. The EWG benefits from the
participation of the UN Deputy
Humanitarian Coordinator in Baghdad
as well as NGOs and other stakeholders
there. EWG members focus on the
material and protection needs of
communities affected by either military
conflict or ethno-religious tensions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anbar:  
The Special Representative of the
Secretary-General (SRSG) for Iraq
traveled to Anbar with senior UNAMI
colleagues and a representative of the
UNCT. The team met with a broad
spectrum of government and
community representatives during visits
to the cities of Fallujah and Ramadi
and discussed a wide range of
concerns including human rights,
health care, education, agriculture
and security. In Fallujah, the Mayor
expressed concerns for the inhabitants
particularly over the issue of
compensation for the losses incurred as
a result of the fighting.  In Ramadi, the
SRSG and his team met with the
Governor and the Governorate
Council of Anbar to hear first hand their
concerns for Ramadi and other cities in
the Governorate. The SRSG promised to
actively engage with these
representatives in exploring means to
address the needs of the Governorate. 
 
NGO monitors reported that at least
3,590 families remained displaced in 15
different locations with many being
temporarily sheltered in public buildings
or tented camps and some were
mixed with host communities. More
displaced families were thought to
have returned to their locations of
 

inadequate return standards. An
international NGO partner of IOM
provided 4,907 affected families with
food packets, hygienic kits, candles,
jerry cans and water tanks. UNICEF
supported a private trucking operation
transporting an estimated 3.6 million
itres of potable water to various IDP
locations in Anbar. Additional food
packa

l

ges and bottled water were
distributed to 144 families fleeing from
sectarian problems in Baghdad.
Towards the end of the month, UNAMI
was closely monitoring the increasing
displacement in various parts of the
country arising from an upsurge in
sectarian violence. 
 
As part of the longer term effort to assist
Anbar, UNHCR approved a project for
displaced and vulnerable returnee
families in three locations in February.
As a result, an international NGO

artner will drill wells in seven locations
for displaced persons livin
p

g in desert
areas and with host communities.
UNHCR also supported the ongoing
rehabilitation of water systems at 24
primary schools as well as income
generation activities with 50 IDP
returnee families. The comprehensive
rehabilitation of three schools in
Fallujah was continuing with UNICEF
support. UNOPS and an international
NGO completed a pilot project to
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http://www.escwa.org.lb/
http://www.fao.org/
http://www.ilo.org/
http://www.iom.int/
http://www.ohchr.org/
http://www.undp.org/
http://www.unep.org/
http://portal.unesco.org/
http://www.unfpa.org/
http://www.unhabitat.org/
http://www.unhcr.ch/
http://www.unicef.org/
http://www.unido.org/
http://www.unifem.org/
http://www.unops.org/
http://www.wfp.org/
http://www.who.int/en/
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Fallujah whose income from small 
business was affected when their 
workshops / assets were partially or 
totally destroyed. This project provided 
mall in kind grants to enable the 

beneficiaries to re-start various 
businesses such as tailoring, shop-
keeping, taxi driving, and hair-dressing. 
 
Flooding in Iraq: 
The UNAMI Humanitarian Coordinator 
convened the EWG on two occasions 
to coordinate information and 
responses to flooding which affected 
nine Governorates in the north, centre 
and south of the country. Based on 
initial assessments from EWG members, 
the UNAMI humanitarian affairs unit 
compiled a matrix of the flooded areas 
indicating that approximately 8,000 
families were affected with the majority 
orced to leave their homes. The 
esponse from EWG members including 

UNICEF, UNHCR and IOM was the 
immediate release of food and winter 
 

 non food items and basic health kits to 
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Page 2 UN-Ira
NGO partners for distributions in support 
of the relief operation led by central 
and local authorities. UNAMI continued 
to monitor the overall situation as the 
annual spring snow melt in 
mountainous regions of the country 

ay exacerbate flooding in certain 
areas. 
 
Avian Influenza: 
An team of WHO and FAO specialists 
carried out a two-week mission in 
northern and southern Iraq as part of 
the UN’s effort to support to the Iraqi 
government, particularly the Iraq 
National Ministerial Committee on 
Avian Influenza Emergency 

reparedness and Response. For 
pecific information on UNCT response 
ctivities click HERE to go to the 
ebruary issue of the UNAMI 
econstruction and Development 
pdate. In addition to this, click HERE to 

go to WHO avian influenza situation 
e Assistanc
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Delivery of items to support a family with 
income generation in Fallujah - UNOPS 
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UNAMI and UNICEF issued a joint 
statement condemning in the strongest 
possible terms, the continuing violent 
attacks in Iraq which cause an ever-
increasing loss of civilian lives, 
particularly those of innocent children. 
The SRSG called on all parties to 
adhere to and respect international 
humanitarian law.  In a second 
statement, the SRSG condemned the 
continued targeting of Iraqi political 
igures by unknown assailants saying 
this was a major impediment to 
achieving national unity and stability.  
 
Following the attack on the Al Askarya 
Shrine in Samarra, UNAMI issued a press 
release expressing concern over the 
ncrease in sectarian violence in Iraq. 
he SRSG called upon the leaders of 
raq to intensify their efforts to adopt 

easures to stop the violence and 
romote national accord.  The UN 
xpressed its willingness to actively 
date● Feb 2006, Issue 2 ● unam
ssist and UN representatives will
ontinue to meet with community,

eligious and political leaders to 
aintain reconciliatory dialogue on

his. The SRSG called on all Iraqis to 
enounce violence and resolve
ifferences through dialogue and
utual tolerance.  (Click HERE to see

he UNAMI press releases in full.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNICEF maintained the daily trucking of 
ater to certain residential areas and 
ospitals in Baghdad using private 
ontractors, permitting approximately 
80,000 residents and 4,000 hospital 
atients and staff to have continued 
ccess to potable water. In addition 
ssential chemicals were delivered to 
arehouses of the Ministry of 
unicipalities and Public Works 

MoMPW) in Baghdad and Basrah to 
ssist the authorities with water 
urification. 

n February, WFP dispatched 472 metric 
onnes (MT) of food commodities to 

Iraq, bringing the total to 28,793 MT of 
food delivered during the last 12 

onths. Under vulnerable group 
eeding activities, an estimated total of 
3,714 MT of wheat flour, vegetable oil 
and pea-wheat blended food has now 
been distributed to approximately 
2,181,000 beneficiaries including 
pregnant and lactating women, TB 

atients and malnourished children at 
33 Primary Healthcare Centres and 
ommunity Child Care Units. Under the 

ood for Education activities, 
pproximately 8,988 MT of high energy 
iscuits and 2,085 MT of vegetable oil 
ave now been distributed to 
pproximately 1,860,000 primary school 
hildren.   

sing an OCHA small grant, UNAMI 
supported an international NGO to 
conduct one security training course 

nd two driver training courses for staff 
from both national and international 
NGOs. In total, 19 staff participated in 
the 3-day security training and 34 staff 
ook part in the 3-day driver training 
i-access@un.org● (+
 

 
 

ss routes - UNHCR 
 

 
 

tems in northern Iraq  
NHCR 
962 6) 550-4700 

http://www.uniraq.org/docsmaps/rd.asp?pagename=rd
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/avian_influenza/updates/en/index.html
http://www.uniraq.org/newsroom/articles.asp?pagename=pressreleases&category=P
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The UN coordinated closely with the 
international donor community in 
examining the new draft law for the 
regulation of NGOs to be submitted to 
the Iraqi Council of Representatives. 
The opinion of the international 
community was that the draft law gave 
ise to several points of concern when 
ssessed against democratic rights 
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guaranteed by the new constitution, 
the appropriate balance between the 
necessity for regulation and civil society 
reedom, and international best 
ractices in this field.  

NAMI and the international donor 
ommunity were ready to provide 

echnical and legal assistance to the 
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 Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq 
(UNAMI) 

 
Contact us at: 

Unami-access@un.org
www.uniraq.org

 
ghdad, Basrah and Erbil, Iraq; 
an / Jordan; Kuwait City / Kuwait 

 Humanitarian Update● Feb 2006, Issue 2 ● unam
raqi authorities in exploring alternative
odels and frameworks to strike a
alance between the government’s

egitimate need to register NGOs, and
he rights, provisions and principles 
rticulated in the new Iraqi constitution. 
 

 
 

Community members eagerly participate in 
a consultation in Baghdad Governorate - 

UNHCR 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
IDPs, Refugees and Durable Solutions
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNHCR visited a group of Iranian 
Kurdish refugees on the Iraqi-Jordanian 
border and arranged for them to have 

ecessary medical assistance. UNHCR 
nd the Ministry of Displacement and 
igration (MoDM) coordinated the 

ontinuation of rental subsidies for 
alestinian refugee families living in 

Baghdad. However, given that this 
ostly measure does not offer a long 

term solution to the problem, UNHCR 
continued to advocate for alternative 
housing to be identified. In an attempt 
to address long standing civilian 

oncerns at a camp near the border of 
inewa and Erbil Governorates, UNHCR 
et with relevant organizations to 

gather information and to draft a plan 
of action on how to assist the refugees 
n achieving durable solutions.  The 
amp is currently home to 
pproximately 11,000 Turkish Kurdish 

efugees who arrived in Iraq in the mid-
990s. 
Gathering of data started as part of 
the process to develop the ‘National 
Policy on Displacement Challenges 

nd Durable Solutions: Internally 
isplaced Persons’. Consultations were 
eld with various communities on issues 
nd solutions for inclusion in the 
ational policy. UNHCR organized 
hree workshops for NGO partners to 
eview lessons learned from pilot 
onsultations and to develop 
nhanced tools for field 

mplementation. In order to promote 
GO awareness of IDP rights, the 

UNAMI Human Rights Office presented 
etailed information on the ‘Guiding 

Principles on Internal Displacement’. 
 
As part of the joint IOM, UNOPS, UNHCR 

roject to conduct an IDP Intentions 
urvey with the MoDM and the 
urdistan Regional Government, English 
ersions of the survey form and its 

guidance document were produced 
nd translated into Arabic and Kurdish. 
he survey form will be tested by NGO 
artners in the Governorates of Anbar 
nd Erbil, to ensure the form and 
uidance document are well suited to 

he context.  
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