
 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
W A S H I N G T O N  

February 28, 2005 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
 

SUBJECT: .Compliance with the Decision of the 
International Court of Justice in Avena 

 
 

The United States is a party to the Vienna Convention on 
Consular Relations (the "Convention") and the Convention's 
Optional Protocol Concerning the Compulsory Settlement of 
Disputes (Optional Protocol), which gives the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) jurisdiction to decide disputes 
concerning t h e  "interpretation and application" of the 
Convention. 

 
I have determined, pursuant to the authority vested in me as 
President by the Constitution and the laws of the United States 
of America, that the United States will discharge its inter-
national obligations under the decision of  the International 
Court of Justice in the Case Concerning Avena and Other Mexican 
Nationals (Mexico v. United States of America) (Avena), 2004 ICJ 
128 (Mar. 31), by having State courts give effect to the decision 
in accordance with general principles of comity in cases 
f i l ed  by the 51 Mexican nationals addressed in that decision. 

 


