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! Within the context of the present Position, the term “Iraqi” refers to both Iragi nationals as well as former
habitual residents of Iraq, in particular Palestinian refugees who have increasingly fled Iraq since 2003.

2 Given the fact that Iraq has, again, become a major refugee-producing country and prospects for return in
safety and dignity are very limited, UNHCR issues this advisory with a major focus on international protection
needs of persons from Iraq. This position replaces the last return advisory of September 2005.

% ‘Central Iraq’ includes also the Governorates of Mosul, Kirkuk and Diyala, including those areas that are
under the control of the Kurdistan Regional Government as stipulated in Article 53(A) of the Transitional
‘Administrative Law, which continues to be valid under the Permanent Constitution. See Article 143 of the
unofficial English translation by the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq, available at
https://www.usip.org/ruleoflaw/projects/unami_irag_constitution.pdf.

* For an overview of the various groups at risk, please see: UNHCR Guidelines Relating to the Eligibility of
Iragi Asylum-Seekers, October 2005, available at http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-
bin/texis/vtx/rsd/rsddocview.pdf?tbI=RSDLEGAL &id=4354e3594
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> The Government of Irag, UNHCR and its partners estimate there are now more than 1.6 million people
displaced within Iraq itself, including more than 480,000 newly displaced who have fled their homes in 2006,
mainly since the bombings in Samara in February. It is further estimated that up to 1.6 million Iragis are outside
their country, most of them in Jordan (500-700,000 persons) and Syria (more than 500,000 persons with an
additional reported 2,000 crossing from Iraq every day). Many more have sought refuge in Turkey, Lebanon, Egypt,
the Gulf States and in Europe. Of some 40 nationalities seeking asylum in European countries in the first half of
20086, Iragis ranked first with more than 8,100 applications. Statistics received from 36 industrialised countries for
the first six months of 2006 showed a 50 percent increase in Iragi asylum claims over the same period a year ago.
See UNHCR, Press Briefing, Iraqg displacement, 13 October 2006, available at http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-
bin/texis/vtx/irag?page=news&id=452f69d74.

® See, UNHCR, Guidelines on International Protection: ‘Internal Flight or Relocation Alternative’ within
the Context of Article 1A(2) of the 1951 Convention and/or 1967 Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees,
HCR/GIP/03/04, 23 July 2003, particularly para. 7 and para.30. See also, UNHCR Guidelines Relating to the
Eligibility of Iragi Asylum-Seekers, Annex VII, October 2005, available at http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-
bin/texis/vtx/rsd/rsddocview.pdf?tbI=RSDLEGAL &id=4354e3594
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UNHCR Guidelines on International Protection: Cessation of

" According to UNOPS and the KRG, there are 117,036 IDP families (over nearly 700,000 persons)
present in the three Northern Governorates, including 11,232 families (some 70,000 persons) displaced in 2006 only.

& UNHCR estimates that there are up to 5-700,000 Iragis in Jordan; at least 600,000 in Syria; at least
100,000 in Egypt; 20-40,000 in Lebanon; and 54,000 in Iran.
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® UNHCR, Guidelines On International Protection: Cessation of Refugee Status under Article 1C(5) and
(6) of the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees (the “Ceased Circumstances” Clauses),
HCR/GIP/03/03, 10 February 2003, available at http://www.unhcr.org/publ/PUBL/3e637a202.pdf.

1% Ibid, See paras 13-16.



