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The Government of Cape Verde provides some legal 
protections to prevent children from engaging in the 
worst forms of child labor.  However, children continue 
to engage in work that exposes them to health and safety 
risks in agriculture, domestic service, and on the streets.  
Policy to address these problems is lacking, and enhanced 
enforcement efforts and mechanisms to coordinate them 
are needed.

Statistics on Working Children and School Attendance

Children Age Percent

Working 10-14 yrs. 3.2% 

Attending School 5-14 yrs. 90.1%

Combining Work and School Unavailable Agriculture
79.2%

Services
13.7% Manufacturing

1.0%

Other
6.2%

Prevalence and Sectoral Distribution of the 
Worst Forms of Child Labor 

Children in Cape Verde are engaged in the worst 
forms of child labor,937 many of them in agriculture 
and fishing.938  Children’s work in agriculture may 
involve the use of dangerous machinery and tools, the 
carrying of heavy loads, and the application of harmful 
pesticides.  Children working in fishing may face 
severe weather conditions and drowning.  

Children also work as domestic servants, street 
vendors, and car washers.939  Child domestic labor may 
involve long hours of work and may expose children 
to physical and sexual exploitation by their employer.  
Children working on the streets may be exposed 
to severe weather conditions, accidents caused by 
proximity to vehicles, and vulnerability to crimes.  

Laws and Regulations on the Worst Forms 
of Child Labor

The Labor Code sets the minimum age for work at 15, 
but allows children as young as 14 to work for artistic 
and musical purposes as long as their school 
attendance, health, and development are not

C138, Minimum Age No

C182, Worst Forms of Child Labor

CRC

CRC Optional Protocol on Armed 
Conflict

CRC Optional Protocol on the Sale of 
Children, Child Prostitution, and Child 
Pornography

Palermo Protocol on Trafficking in 
Persons

Minimum Age for Work 15

Minimum Age for Hazardous Work 18

Compulsory Education Age 11

Free Public Education Yes

compromised and their employer receives approval 
from the Ministry of Labor.940  The Labor Code 
prohibits hazardous work for those under 18; however, 
it does not provide a list of hazardous occupations.941
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The Labor Code also prohibits forced or compulsory 
labor.942  The compulsory recruitment age to the 
armed forces is 18; however, children at age 17 may 
voluntarily join.943

Both the Penal and Labor Codes prohibit child 
trafficking.944  The Penal Code criminalizes the 
advancing, supporting, or facilitating of a minor under 
16 for prostitution.  The Penal Code also bans the use 
of a minor under 14 for pornographic purposes.945  The 
Penal Code does not fully protect all children under 
the age of 18 from exploitation in prostitution and 
pornography.

By law, children must attend school until age 11.  The 
low age for compulsory education may make children 
12 to 14 vulnerable to the worst forms of child labor as 
they are not required to be in school and are below the 
minimum age for work.

Institutional Mechanisms for Coordination 
and Enforcement

Research found no evidence that the Government of 
Cape Verde has established a coordinating mechanism 
to combat the worst forms of child labor.

The Ministry of Labor, Professional Training, and 
Social Solidarity’s Directorate General and Inspector 
General of Labor are responsible for enforcing worst 

forms of child labor laws.946  During the reporting 
period, labor inspections were seldom performed.  
Labor inspectors lack resources to conduct labor 
inspections throughout the country.947

The Ministry of Justice, the Judiciary Police, and the 
Ministry of Internal Administration are in charge of 
combating human trafficking and prosecuting criminal 
violations of child labor laws.948

Government Policies on the Worst Forms of 
Child Labor

Research found no evidence of any policies to address 
the worst forms of child labor.

Social Programs to Eliminate or Prevent the 
Worst Forms of Child Labor

The One Programme Au Cap-Vert 2008-2010 aims to 
accelerate economic growth, promote competitiveness, 
create productive employment, and fight poverty.  It 
has a subprogram administered by UNDP to support 
national and community institutions to ensure the 
wellbeing of children.  This subprogram is supposed 
to create a municipal observatory on the rights of the 
child and to implement an action plan against child 
labor and exploitation.  It is unknown whether these 
two initiatives are being implemented.

Based on the reporting above, the following actions would advance the reduction of the 
worst forms of child labor in Cape Verde:

IN THE AREA OF LAWS AND REGULATIONS:

Amend the Penal Code to fully protect all children under 18 from exploitation in prostitution and 
pornography. 

Amend the Labor Code to include a list of hazardous occupations for children. 

Raise the age of compulsory education to 15.

IN THE AREA OF COORDINATION AND ENFORCEMENT:

Establish a coordination mechanism to combat the worst forms of child labor.

 Provide adequate resources for enforcement of laws against the worst forms of child labor. 

IN THE AREA OF POLICIES:

Adopt policies to address the worst forms of child labor.

IN THE AREA OF SOCIAL PROGRAMS:

Assess the impact that the One Program Au Cap-Vert 2008-2010 may have on addressing the worst forms 
of child labor.
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