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Barbados

The Government of Barbados has a National Committee
on Child Labor that is responsible for coordinating efforts
to combat child labor. Although Barbados does not
appear to have a significant child labor problem, some
children are victims of commercial sexual exploitation.

Statistics on Working Children and School Attendance
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Children Age Percent

Working 5-14yrs. | Unavailable
Attending School 5-14yrs. | Unavailable
Combining Work and School 7-14 yrs. Unavailable
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elsewhere in the country’s laws or regulations.*? Act protects children under age 16 from being
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The Constitution prohibits forced and compulsory employment but does not cover children from
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crime to take a person away or detain a person for
sexual relations.*” The Protection of Children Act
makes it a crime to take or allow others to take
indecent photographs of a child under 18.% In
2010 Parliament passed the Transnational Crime
(Prevention and Control) Act to enforce protocols
such as the 2000 UN protocol to prevent, suppress
and punish trafficking in persons, including
children.*?®

Education is free and compulsory to age 16.%°

Institutional Mechanisms for Coordination
and Enforcement

The National Committee on Child Labor is
responsible for coordinating efforts to abolish
child labor in the country.**!

Child labor subcommittees exist to support
interagency cooperation to harmonize legislation,
develop a child-labor survey instrument and
implement educational and mass media program
on child labor.**

The Ministry of Labor is responsible for enforcing
child labor laws.** It has 22 inspectors to
investigate possible violations of the Employment
Act. During the reporting period, no child labor
inspections were conducted and no cases of child
labor violations were reported.***

The Royal Barbados Police Force has taken the
lead in investigating trafficking complaints.**®
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Government Policies on the Worst Forms of
Child Labor

While the worst forms of child labor do not
appear to be a significant problem in Barbados,
the Government does not have a policy framework

to combat commercial sexual exploitation of
children.*¢*

The Government has recognized the need to
conduct research and analysis to obtain more
detailed information on the worst forms of

child labor.*” Moreover, the Government has
acknowledged specifically that commercial sexual
exploitation of children is a concern although

the full extent of the problem is unknown.*¢*
However, the Government does not appear to have
undertaken such research.

Social Programs to Eliminate or Prevent the
Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Ministry of Social Care, Constituency
Empowerment and Community Development
announced a new poverty-reduction program
designed to address seven aspects of family life,
including employment and education.* The
Government also has a school meal program.
The question of whether these programs have an
impact on child labor does not appear to have
been addressed.
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Based on the reporting above, the following actions would advance the reduction of the

worst forms of child labor in Barbados:

IN THE AREA OF LAWS AND REGULATIONS:

health, safety or morals of young persons.

children
IN THE AREA OF POLICIES:

IN THE AREA OF PROGRAMS:

commercial sexual exploitation of children.

= Amend minimum age provisions to apply to all sectors of economic activity, including agriculture.

= Develop and adopt a list of occupations and activities considered hazardous and likely to jeopardize the

= Amend the Offenses Against the Person Act to protect children to age 18 from being trafficked.
IN THE AREA OF COORDINATION AND ENFORCEMENT:

= Conducting inspections to prevent worst forms of child labor, especially commercial sexual exploitation of

= Conduct a comprehensive study to update and assess the nature and extent of the worst forms of child
labor, especially the commercial sexual exploitation of children.

= Use the results of the study to develop a national plan of action to address the worst forms of child labor,
especially the commercial sexual exploitation of children.

= Assess the impact that existing programs may have on addressing the worst forms of child labor, especially
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40 Data provided in the chart at the beginning of this
country report are not available from the data sources

that are used in this report. Reliable data on the worst
forms of child labor are especially difficult to collect given
the often hidden or illegal nature of the worst forms. For
more information on sources used for these statistics, the
definition of working children, and other indicators used in
this report, please see the “Children’s Work and Education
Statistics: Sources and Definitions” section.
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