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1. The Conmittee considered the third periodic report of Norway on the
rights covered by articles 1 to 15 of the Covenant (E 1994/104/Add.3 and
HRI/ CORE/ 1/ Add. 6) at its 34th, 36th and 37th neetings on 22 and 23 Novenber
1995, and adopted” the foll owi ng concl udi ng observati ons.

A | nt roducti on

2. The Conmmittee expresses its satisfaction with the very conprehensive
and detailed report of the State party, which follows closely the Comrittee's
gui delines regarding the form and content of reports, as well as for the
witten answers to the list of issues with which it provided the Committee.

3. The Conmittee al so wishes to express its appreciation for the frank
and constructive dial ogue which it has had with the del egati on of Norway.

B. Factors and difficulties inpeding the inplenentation of the Covenant
4, The Committee finds that there are no significant factors and

difficulties which prevent the effective inplementation of the Covenant in
Nor way .

" At its 55th nmeeting on 6 Decenber 1995.
CE. 95- 14921
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C. Positive aspects
5. The Conmittee notes with appreciation the high |level of achi evenent

of Norway in the fulfillenent of its obligations with regard to the protection
of the rights guaranteed in the Covenant.

6. The Committee takes note of the statenent of the delegation to the
effect that a bill shall be presented by the Governnent to the Storting which

as a followup to the recently adopted article 110c of the Constitution, wll
i ncorporate the Covenant into the Norwegian |egal order, together with the
Covenant on Gvil and Political Rights and the European Convention on Human
Ri ghts and Fundanental Freedons.

7. The Conmittee conmends Norway for its regular participation in
nmultil ateral devel opnent cooperation programes, as well as for the setting
up of a nunmber of bilateral programes, thus contributing to the realisation
of economic, social and cultural rights in other countries.

8. In relation to the energing trend towards intol erance and vi ol ence
agai nst nmenbers of mnority groups and foreigners, in particular asylum
seekers and nigrant workers, the Commttee welconmes the adoption by the
M nistry of Local Governnment and Labour of a plan of action which provides,

inter alia, for the developnment of indicators for measuring racia

discrimnation and inmproving the collection of statistical data concerning
raci al viol ence and harassnent.

9. The Conmmittee commends the devol ution of responsibility to the Sam
Assenbly with regard to natters relating to the preservati on and devel opnent
of the culture of the nmenbers of the Sam community, and notes with
appreci ation that the Sam |anguage may be used i n contacts with public bodies
and before the courts.

10. The Committee wel comes the adoption of the policy and the specific
steps taken by the Government with a view to integrating persons wth
disabilities into the Ilabour narket by offering them active vocationa
rehabilitati on neasures rather than passive social security benefits.

11. The Committee welcones the CGovernnent's policies to conbat
unenpl oynent, particul arly | ong-termunenpl oyment and unenpl oynment anong young
peopl e, through job creation and qualification schenes, and through a close
cooperation with enployers' and enpl oyees' organi sations.

12. The Conmittee expresses its satisfaction with the Norwegi an socia
security system which ensures that all persons resident or working i n Norway
are insured under the National |nsurance Schene and that all residents are
covered by the Fam |y Al owance Act.

13. The Conmittee conmends the efforts undertaken by the authorities to
tackl e the probl emof donestic viol ence and child abuse, and in this respect,
it welcones the setting up of crisis-centres, crisis-telephone lines and
support centres to help victins.

14. The Conmittee notes that, as a neasure to ensure the access of
everyone to health services, the Government has nade it an obligation for the
new y graduated doctors and dentists to serve one year in the public health
institutions in certain isolated parts of Norway.

15. Wth regard to the protection of the health of minors, the Conmittee
t akes notes with appreciation of the policies ained at fighting al coholismand
snoking, particularly discouraging minors to have access to alcoholic
beverages and tobacco products.

16. The Committee welconmes the National Geriatric Programme ained at
strengthening geriatric services throughout the country, through the
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recrui tnent of specialised personnel and the inprovenent of the cooperation
bet ween hospitals and community geriatric care services.

17. The Committee welcones the policy of integration of children with
disabilities within the regul ar educati onal systemas well as the results thus
att ai ned.

18. The Committee wel comes the introduction of courses relating to human
rights, in particular on the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, in the
curricula of civics and social studies.

19. Wth respect to the pronotion of human rights, the Comittee commends
the activities of the Norwegian Institute for Human Rights, such as the
organi sation of sem nars, the teaching in universities, the conducting of
research, the publishing of books and periodi cals and the provision of advice
and information material to the public at large, both nationally and
internationally.

D. Principal subjects of concern
20. The Comittee regrets the |l ack of statistical information gathered by

t he Norwegi an Government with regard, in particular, to donmestic violence and
child abuse, situation which may hinder the efforts of the Norwegian
Covernment to take the exact neasure of these problens and thus conbat them
efficiently.

21. The Conmittee is concerned that, though it is effective in the |aw,
the equality between nmen and wonen, especially with regard to remuneration

is not yet fully achieved in practice, and that wonen still experience nore
obstacl es than nen in advancing to higher professional positions.

22. The Conmittee expresses its concern about the provisions inthe Labour
Di sputes Act enabling the Government, with the agreenment of the Storting, to
end a strike by the enactnent of a bill inmposing a conpulsory arbitration,
al t hough the CGovernnment has only very sel dom nmade use of this power.

E. Suggesti ons and reconmendati ons
23. The Conmittee encourages the CGovernnment to collect statistical data

on donestic violence and child abuse to identify the nmagnitude of these
negati ve phenonmena, and thus to ensure that the rights of the affected persons
are fully protected in accordance with the provisions of the Covenant.

24, The Conmmi ttee recommends that the Governnent intensify its efforts to
ensure that equality between men and wonen, in particular with regard to
| abour matters, be effective in practice.

25. The Conmittee recomends that in the process of revising the Labour

Di sputes Act, the need to protect the right to strike be fully taken into
account .



