UNITED C C
NATIONS R

. Distr.
Convention on the GENERAL

RightS of the Child CRC/ O 15/ Add. 64
30 Cctober 1996

Oiginal: ENGISH

COW TTEE ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CH LD

Thirteenth session

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 44 OF THE CONVENTI ON

Concl udi ng observations of the Conmittee on the
Rights of the Child: Muritius

1. The Conmittee considered the initial report of Mauritius
(CRC/ 3/ Add. 36) at its 332nd, 333rd, and 334th neetings, held on 3 and
4 Cctober 1996 (see CRC ¢/ SR 332-334), and, at its 343rd neeting, held
on 11 Cctober 1996, adopted the follow ng concl udi ng observations.

A. | ntroduction

2. The Conmittee expresses its appreciation of the report submitted by the
Covernment of Mauritius, as well as of the extensive additional information
provided inits witten responses to the list of issues (CRC/C 12/WP.6). The
Conmittee is encouraged by the frank tone of the discussion, in which the

hi gh-1 evel del egation of the State party recogni zed the need for inprovenent
in certain areas concerning children

B. Positive aspects

3. The Committee wel comes the oral and witten commitnent of the Governnent
of Mauritius to withdrawing its reservation to article 22 of the Convention

4, The Conmittee takes note of the establishnent in 1990 by Act of
Parliament, of the National Children's Council, set up under the aegis of the
M nistry of Wnen's Rights, Child Devel opnent and Fanmily Welfare, and wel conmes
the recent establishment of an interministerial comittee on child
prostitution.

CGE. 96- 18793 (B

5. The Conmittee notes with satisfaction the efforts nmade by the
CGovernment of Mauritius in the field of law reform and especially the
adoption, in pursuance of the inplenentation of the Convention, of the Child
Protection Act in Novenber 1994.



CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 64
page 2

6. The Conmittee welcomes the ratification by the State party of ILO
Convention No. 138 on the mninum age for adnission to enploynent (1973).

7. The Conmittee wel cones the willingness expressed by the delegation to
establ i sh an onbudsperson for the rights of the child or another equival ent
i ndependent nechani sm

8. The Conmittee al so notes with appreciation that the CGovernnment of
Mauritius has prepared and inplenmented the National Progranme of Action for
the Survival, Devel opnment and Protection of Children in response to the
recomendati ons and goal s enunciated in the Declaration and Plan of Action
adopted by the Wrld Sunmmit for Children in Septenber 1990.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the inplenentation
of the Convention

9. The Conmittee is aware of the geographical particularities of
Mauritius. The Commttee al so notes that the population of the State party
is mainly conposed of inmmigrants fromvarious continents, with different
ethnic origins and cultural backgrounds.

D. Principal subjects of concern

10. The Conmittee is concerned that the Convention is not an integral part
of the national |egislation and that national |aws and regul ati ons are not
fully consistent with the principles and provisions of the Convention.

11. The Conmittee is concerned at the insufficient attention paid, at both
national and local levels, to the need for an efficient nonitoring nmechanism
that could provide a systematic and conprehensive conpilation of data and

i ndicators on all areas covered by the Convention and in relation to al
groups of children, especially those who are victins of child abuse,
ill-treatment or child | abour or the administration of juvenile justice, as
well as the girl child, children of single-parent fanmlies and those born
out of wedl ock, abandoned, institutionalized and di sabled children, and
children who, in order to survive, are living and/or working in the streets

12. Wth regard to the inplenmentation of article 4 of the Convention, the
Conmittee notes with concern the inadequacy of neasures taken to ensure the
i mpl ementation of children's econonmic, social and cultural rights to the
maxi mum extent of available resources. The Conmittee is particularly
concerned at the insufficient nmeasures and programres for the protection of
the rights of the nost vul nerable children, especially children who are
victins of abuse, children of single parents, children born out of wedl ock,
abandoned children, disabled children, children Iiving in poverty and
children who, in order to survive, are living and/or working in the streets
The Conmittee is also concerned at the |lack of disaggregated data in
relation to budgetary allocations for children

13. The State party has not yet taken fully into account inits

| egi slation and policies the general principles of the Convention: non-
discrimnation (art. 2), the best interests of the child (art. 3) and
respect for the views of the child (art. 12).

14. The Conmittee is concerned about the insufficient neasures taken to
make the principles and provisions of the Convention w dely known to adults
and children alike, in conformty with article 42.
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15. The Conmittee is concerned that the education system m ght not be
consistent with the provisions of the Convention regarding the right to
education. In this regard, the Committee is deeply concerned at the high
school drop-out rates, especially at the end of the primary education |evel,
and at the high rate of illiteracy. It is also worried about the absence of
supervi sion of private schools. The Conmittee is concerned, in addition, at
the difficulties encountered by disabled children in gaining access to
regul ar primary schools.

16. The Conmittee is concerned that the provisions of the Penal Code
relating to protection against sexual abuse, which provide no safeguard for
the protection of boy victins, are inconsistent with the principles and
provi sions of the Convention.

17. Al t hough the empl oynent of children is governed by the 1975 Labour Act
whi ch prohibits the enpl oyment of children under 15, the Conmittee notes
with deep concern that the 1990 census confirns the existence of working
children, in particular on the island of Rodrigues where child |abour is
conmon.

18. The Conmittee is concerned by the reported increase in child abuse,

i ncludi ng infanticide, domestic violence and child prostitution and the |ack
of adequate neasures for the psycho-social recovery of child victins of such
abuse.

19. Wiile noting with appreciation the establishment of the Nationa
Adoption Council, the Conmittee is concerned about the insufficient
saf eguards to protect fully the rights of children in the process of

i nternational adoption.

20. The situation in relation to the admi nistration of juvenile justice
and, in particular, its lack of conpatibility with articles 37, 39 and 40 of
the Convention, as well as other relevant international standards, is a
matter of concern to the Committee.

D. Suggestions and reconmendati ons

21. In the spirit of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action
adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human Rights in June 1993, in which
States were urged to withdraw reservations to the Convention on the Rights
of the Child, the Conmittee wi shes to encourage the State party to take
steps to withdraw its reservation to article 22 of the Convention.

22. The Conmittee recommends that |egislative measures be undertaken to
ensure that national |egislation conforns with the provisions of the
Convention. The Commttee encourages the State party to pursue its efforts
to strengthen the institutional franework designed to pronote and protect
human rights in general and the rights of the child in particular

23. The Conmittee recommends that the State party strengthen coordination
bet ween t he various governnental mechani sms involved in children's rights,
at both the national and local levels, with a viewto devel oping a

conpr ehensi ve policy on children and ensuring effective eval uati on of the

i mpl ementati on of the Convention in the country.

24, The Conmittee al so recommends that the State party give priority
attention to the devel opnment of a system of data collection and to the
identification of appropriate disaggregated indicators with a viewto
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addressing all areas of the Convention and all groups of children in

soci ety. Such mechanisnms can play a vital role in systematically nonitoring
the status of children and eval uating progress achieved and the difficulties
hanpering the realization of children's rights for all groups. They can be
used as a basis for designing programmes to i nprove the situation of
children, particularly those belonging to the nost disadvantaged groups,

i ncl udi ng di sabl ed children, children born out of wedlock, children ill-
treated and abused within the famly, children who are victinms of sexua
exploitation, and children who are forced to live and/or work in the streets
in order to survive. It is further suggested that the State party request

i nternational cooperation in this regard.

25. The Conmittee encourages the State party to consider the establishnent
of an independent mechani sm such as an Onbudsperson for the rights of the
chi I d.

26. The Conmittee encourages the Governnent of Mauritius to pay particul ar
attention to the full inplenmentation of article 4 of the Convention and to
ensure adequate distribution of resources at both central and |ocal |evels.
Budget allocations for the inplenentation of econom c, social and cultura
rights should be ensured to the maxi num extent of available resources and in
the Iight of the best interests of the child.

27. The Conmittee recommends that the State party |aunch a permanent

i nformation canpaign, for both children and adults, on the Convention on the
Rights of the Child. The Governnent should consider incorporating the
Convention in school curricula and take appropriate neasures to facilitate
access by children to information produced for them The Committee suggests
that the State party devel op a conprehensive training programre for

prof essi onal groups such as teachers, social workers, doctors, |aw

enf orcenent personnel and inmigration officers. Police officers must be
specially trained to deal with child abuse and negl ect.

28. The Conmittee encourages the State party to undertake a conprehensive
study on the inpact of malnutrition on child devel opnment in connection with
school drop-out and child labour, and to take all appropriate neasures to
address this problem International cooperation could be requested to

achi eve
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this task and consideration should be given to the strengtheni ng of
cooperation with the International Labour O ganization and the United
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF). It is also reconmended that the State
party encourage and support the establishment of day-care centres at

wor kpl aces, to enable children of working nothers to benefit froma healthy
devel opnent .

29. The Conmittee recommends that a global study on the quality of the
education systembe nade. |In the light of article 2 of the Convention, the
Conmittee al so recomends that the State party take all necessary neasures
to fight school drop-out and to prevent child | abour. Measures should be
taken to prevent a rise in discrimnatory attitudes or prejudice towards
girl children and children belonging to minority groups. It is also
suggest ed that sexual education be included in school curricula. It
recomends that conprehensive studies be initiated on these inportant issues
to provide better understandi ng of these phenonena and facilitate the

el aboration of policies and programmes to conbat them effectively.

30. The Conmittee al so recommends that, in order fully to protect the
rights of the child in adoption procedures, the State party consider

rati fying the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in
Respect of Intercountry Adoption (1993).

31. In the light of articles 19, 34 and 35 of the Convention, the
Conmittee encourages the State party to take all appropriate nmeasures to
prevent and conbat ill-treatnent of children, including child abuse within

the famly, corporal punishment, child | abour and the sexual exploitation of
children, including victinms of sexual tourism The Conmittee al so
reconmends that the Penal Code be amended in the Iight of the Convention.
Furt her neasures should be taken with a view to ensuring the physical and
psychol ogi cal recovery and rehabilitation of the victins of abuse, neglect,
ill-treatment, violence or exploitation, in accordance with article 39 of

t he Conventi on.

32. The Conmittee recommends that the State party envi sage undertaking a
conpr ehensi ve reformof the Juvenile Ofender Act in the spirit of the
Convention, in particular articles 37, 39 and 40, and of other United
Nations standards in this field, such as the "Beijing Rules", the "R yadh
Gui del i nes” and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of their Liberty. Particular attention should be paid to

consi dering deprivation of liberty only as a nmeasure of last resort and for
the shortest possible period, to protecting the rights of children deprived
of their liberty, to due process of law and to the full independence and
inmpartiality of the judiciary. Training programes on the rel evant

i nternational standards should be organi zed for all professionals involved
with the juvenile justice system The Connmittee al so reconmends that the
penal |aw be anmended so that adults having sexual intercourse with boys
under 16 be considered as a crimnal act. The Committee further suggests
that the State party consider seeking technical assistance for this purpose
fromthe H gh Comni ssioner for Human Rights/Centre for Human Rights and the
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Division of the United Nations.
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33. Finally, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention,
the Conmittee reconmends that the initial report and witten replies
presented by Mauritius be nade widely available to the public at |arge and
that the publication of the report be considered, along with the rel evant
summary records and the concl udi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the
Conmittee. Such a docunent should be widely distributed in order to
generate debate and awareness of the Convention, its inplenmentation and
nmonitoring within the Governnent, the Parlianent and the general public,

i ncl udi ng concerned non-governmnental organizations.



