THE OBSERVATORY

for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders

L’'OBSERVATOIRE EL OBSERVATORIO
pour la Protection des Défenseurs des Droits de para la Proteccion
I'Homme de los Defensores de Derechos Humanos

URGENT APPEAL - THE OBSERVATORY

RUS 004 / 0409 / OBS 057
Assault

Russian Federation

April 1, 2009

The Observatory for the Protection of Human Righéfenders, a joint programme of the Internatioredd¥ation
for Human Rights (FIDH) and the World Organisatidgainst Torture (OMCT), requests your urgent inggmon
in the following situation in th&®ussian Federation.

Brief description of the situation:

The Observatory has been informed by reliable ssuaf the assault against Mrev Ponomarev, Executive
Director of the All-Russia Public Movement “For HamRights”.

According to the information received, on March 2209, at around 11 pm, unidentified individualstblly beat up
Mr. Lev Ponomareyv, in the surroundings of his hofiifeey had reportedly been waiting for him neardgh&ance of
the building. As the concierge appeared, the attackscaped. Mr. Ponomarev was then brought thdbpital
n°36, and then discharged. As of issuing this urgppeal, he remained under medical observation.

Furthermore, on the eve of the assault, the tyfrassaar had been pierced.

Mr. Ponomarev had noted that he had been followedeweral occasions throughout 2008. On Decemhe2(f3B
for example, he was tracked on his way back honeeh&tl reported these events to the law enforceaugmicies,
which have not taken any action so far.

The Observatory believes that this assault mightdbeted to his human rights activities, and urthes Russian
authorities to carry out an immediate, thorough ampgartial investigation into all the above-mengdnfacts, in
order to identify all those responsible for theaagisagainst Mr. Ponomarev and bring them in thartelst delays
before a competent and impartial tribunal.

The Observatory recalls that according to OP 26%.0he Council of Europe (CoE) Declaration on HunRights
Defender§ member-States shall “take effective measuresréwemt attacks on or harassment of human rights
defenders, ensure independent and effective ima&in of such acts and to hold those responsittelmtable
through administrative measures and/or criminalceealings”. Accordingly, the Observatory calls upthe
Commissioner for Human Rights of the CoE to a@dnordance with operative paragraph 4 of the Co&aegion

on Human Rights Defenders with regards to thisatiibn.

The Observatory further urges the European ComanisBielegation as well as European Union (EU) Member
States embassies in the Russian Federation toupalh the Russian authorities to comply with thesveht
international norms and standards and take aatidhe light of the above-mentioned elements, ia livith the EU
Guidelines on Human Rights Defenders.

The Observatory recalls that the Russian Federatamelected to the Human Rights Council in JurgsZ6r three
years and is committed, in this regard, to “uphblel highest standards in the promotion and prateaf human
rights”. In addition, as a participating State lo¢ tOrganisation for Security and Cooperation inogar(OSCE), the
Russian Federation acknowledges that “the [1998] D¢laration on Human Rights Defenders [... places]

! See Declaration of the Committee of Ministers @& @ouncil of Europe for enhanced protection of humghts defenders, adopted on
February 6, 2008.



responsibility [...] on states to [...] provide farconducive environment for human rights defentiefgromote and
strive for the protection and realization of hurmiayits and fundamental freedoms at the nationaliatednational
levels”, and recognises “the need for particul&erdgion, support and protection for human rightiedders by the
OSCE, its Institutions and field operations, aslaelby participating States”

Actionsrequested:
The Observatory urges the authorities of the Rodsealeration to:

I. Guarantee in all circumstances the physical @sythological integrity of Mr. Lev Ponomarev, aslives all
human rights defenders in the Russian Federation;

ii. Carry out an immediate, effective, thorough a@mgpartial investigation into the above-mentionestalt
against Mr. Lev Ponomarev, the result of which mhesimade public, in order to identify all thosepassible,
bring them before a competent , independent anditiap tribunal and apply to them the penal, cisild/or
administrative sanctions provided by the law;

iii. Put an end to all acts of harassment againstlldv Ponomarev as well as against all human sigketenders
in the Russian Federation, and ensure in all cistantes that they be able to carry out their woitkiout
unjustified hindrances;

iii. Comply with all the provisions of the Unitedaions Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, mtiqudar
with Article 1, which provides that “everyone hdw tright, individually and in association with otbeto
promote and to strive for the protection and redlon of human rights and fundamental freedombenttional
and international levels”, as well as with Artidi2.2 (“the State shall take all necessary meagareasure the
protection by the competent authorities of everydndividually and in association with others, aggtiany
violence, threats, retaliatiode facto or de jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any othetrarlyiaction as a
consequence of his or her legitimate exerciseefitfhts referred to in the present Declaration”);

iv. Comply with the provisions of the Document dietCopenhagen Meeting of th& Zonference on the
Human Dimension of the Cooperation and Securityf@amce in Europe (CSCE) (1990), and uphold in all
circumstances the principles and provisions enstrin the international and regional human rightsruments
ratified by the Russian Federation and which, irtipalar, guarantee freedoms of association, detretien,
expression and opinion, in particular the Europ8anvention on Human Rights and the Internationalebant

on Civil and Political Rights;

v. More generally, ensure in all circumstances tibgpect for human rights and fundamental freedams i
accordance with in accordance with the Universatl®ation of Human Rights and with internationaban
regional human rights instruments ratified by thesgtan Federation.

Addresses:

« Mr. Dmitri Medvedev, President of the Russian Fatlen, Kremlin, Moscow, Russian Federation, Fak&s095
206 5173/ 230 2408

* Mr. Yuriy Chaika, General Public Prosecutor of 8laa Federation, 125993, Moscow, GSP-3, 15a B. tivka
str. Russian Federation, Fax: +7 495 692-96-00495692 17 25

« Chairwoman of the Presidential Human Rights Comioisof the Russian Federation, Ella Pamfilova,1B23g.
Moskva, Staraya ploshchad, d 8/5,pod 3, Russiaargédn, Fax:+70952064855

« Vladimir Lukin, Russian Federal Ombudsman for HarRaghts, Fax: +7 495 207 3969 / +7 495 207-53-37

« Minister of Internal Affairs, Rashid Nurgaliev,. dhithaya, 16, 117049 Moscow, Russian Federafi@hegram:
Rossiia, 117049, Moskva, Fax: + 7 095 237 49 25

* Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sergey Lavrov, Smodaya-Sennaya pl, 32/34, 121200 Moscow, Russiaer&gon,
Telegram: Fax:+ 7 095 244 2203

* Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation tolh#ed Nations in Geneva Av. de la Paix 15, CH121
Geneva 20, Switzerland, e-mail : mission.russiap@itu.int, Fax: +4122 734 40 44

« Embassy of the Russian Federation in Brussel833deulevard du Régent, 1000 Brussels, Belgium; F&82 2
513 76 49.

2 See OP 6 & OP 8 of the Resolution on Strengthe@SEE Engagement with Human Rights Defenders and matiduman Rights
Institutions, adopted by the OSCE ParliamentaryeAsdsy on July 10, 2007.



Please also write to the diplomatic mission or esapaf the Russian Federation in your respectivatry.

*k*k

Geneva-Paris, April 1, 2009
Kindly inform us of any action undertaken quotihg tode of this appeal in your reply.

The Observatory, a FIDH and OMCT venture, is dadit#o the protection of Human Rights Defendersainms to
offer them concrete support in their time of neBlde Observatory was the winner of the 1998 HumayhiRiPrize
of the French Republic.

To contact the Observatory, call the emergency line
E-mail: Appeals@fidh-omct.org

Tel and fax OMCT + 41 22 809 49 39/ + 41 22 80289
Tel and fax FIDH + 33 1 43 55 20 11/ +33 1 43 B30
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