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|. Introduction

1. The present report, which covers the period fd@muary to December 2011, is
submitted pursuant to Security Council resoluti®@®8 (2011), by which the Council
requested me to submit a report on the implememtatf its resolutions 1261 (1999),
1314 (2000), 1379 (2001), 1460 (2003), 1539 (2006),2 (2005), 1882 (2009) and
1998 (2011), as well as its presidential statementshildren and armed conflict.

2. The present report provides information on graigations committed against
children, in particular the recruitment and usecbfldren, sexual violence against
children, the killing and maiming of children, tladduction of children, attacks on
schools and hospitals, and the denial of humaritasiccess to children by parties to
conflict in contravention of applicable internatanlaw (see sect. Il). The report
also describes progress made by parties to cordlictialogue and action plans to
halt the recruitment and use of children, sexuallance against children and the
killing and maiming of children, as well as on ttedease of children associated with
armed forces and armed groups (see sect. lll).répert furthermore includes updates
on the implementation of specific requests by tleeusity Council in follow-up of
resolution 1998 (2011) (see sect. 1V). The repanatudes by outlining a series of
recommendations (see sect. V). The present remorers 23 country situations, of
which 16 are on the agenda of the Security Couad 7 are not on the agenda or
related to other country situations. Two new coynsituations are added to the
report (Libya and the Syrian Arab Republic), whileo others have been removed
(Haiti and Burundi).

3. By paragraph 3 of its resolution 1998 (2011} thecurity Council requests
that the present report include in the annexesetpasties to conflict that engage in
recurrent attacks on schools and/or hospitals,norecurrent attacks or threats of
attack against protected persons in relation tmsishand/or hospitals, in addition to
parties that engage in the recruitment and usehdfiren, sexual violence againE
children, and the killing or maiming of children @@ntravention of international law.
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4. The preparation of the present report involvedald consultations within the
United Nations, in particular with the Task Forae Ghildren and Armed Conflict at
Headquarters, the country task forces on monitomamg reporting, peacekeeping
and political missions and United Nations coungwms, as well as with concerned
Member States and non-governmental organizatione Office of my Special
Representative for Children and Armed Conflict alsorks closely at Headquarters
with all relevant United Nations departments anderages as well as special
representatives.

5. References to reports, cases and incidents én ptesent report refer to
information that is gathered, vetted and verified &ccuracy. In situations where the
ability to obtain or independently verify informati received is hampered by
factors such as insecurity or access restrictidris,qualified as such.

6. Pursuant to Security Council resolution 1612 020 in identifying the
situations that fall within the scope of her mamjany Special Representative for
Children and Armed Conflict is guided by the critefor determining the existence
of an armed conflict found in international humamian law and international
jurisprudence. In the performance of her mandatg, Special Representative has
adopted a pragmatic and cooperative approach ® ifsue, with a humanitarian
emphasis, aimed at ensuring broad and effectivéeption for children exposed to
and affected by conflict in situations of concelReference to a situation is not a legal
determination, and reference to a non-State pasgsdot affect its legal statds.

Information on grave violations committed aganst children
in armed conflict and response

Information on grave violations committed agairst children in
situations on the agenda of the Security Council

Afghanistan

7. In 2011, 316 cases of underage recruitment weperted in Afghanistan, of
which the majority was attributed to armed groupstably the Taliban forces,
including the Tora Bora Front, the Jamat Sunat aWwB Salafia and the Latif
Mansur Network, as well as the Haqgani network #mel Hezb-e-Islami. Children
were recruited and used by armed groups to condudatide attacks and plant
improvised explosive devices, as well as for tramSpg goods. In 2011, 11 children,
including one 8-year-old girl, were killed while mducting suicide attacks. Some
children unknowingly carried explosive packages. |lAast 20 reports of cross-
border recruitment of Afghan children to Pakistan drmed groups, including the
Taliban, were received. The boys were reportedkemato Pakistan for training, and
returned to Afghanistan to conduct military opeoas.

8. Although there has been notable progress onemphtation of the Action
Plan, the use of children by units of the Afghantibiaal Police and the Afghan

i

See, for example, common article 2 of the 1949a8arConventions; article 1 of Additional
Protocol Il of 1977 thereto; International Committef the Red Cross, J. Pictet (e€pmmentary
on the Geneva Conventions of 194958); andProsecutor v. DuSko Ta#liCase No. I1T-94,
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugjavia Appeals Chamber (2 October 1995).
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National Army at checkpoints, including as messeageand tea boys, in
contravention of Afghan law, remains to be fullyda€ssed. Children were also
recruited, mostly in the eastern and southern megjianto the Afghan Local Police,
including through intimidation.

9.  Verification of all reports of recruitment andseu of children remained a
serious challenge owing to the ongoing conflict aedurity constraints.

10. In 2011, 204 incidents of detention of childafi boys, including one 10-year-
old) for alleged support to armed groups were dozuted. In several instances,
children were initially detained by the InternatadrMilitary Forces, transferred to
the National Directorate for Security, and subsetlyeto the juvenile rehabilitation
centres. While the exact number of children heldriternational Military Forces
detention facilities is unknown, concerns remaiowhthe duration of detention and
the handover to national authorities, particuldhgse held at the Parwan detention
facility.

11. Through direct interviews with underage deta®ethe United Nations
documented incidents of ill-treatment during deimt including beatings, electrical
shocks and threats of sexual violence. For exanthke United Nations received one
verified report of a 16-year-old boy, arrested ashetained by the International
Military Forces for alleged association with thelilban, and transferred to a
National Directorate for Security detention fagilin Kandahar province, where he
was raped in January 2011. There were no reportba$e of children in detention
by the International Military Forces.

12. The country task forces on monitoring and réipgrdocumented that a total
number of 1,325 children were killed or injured thgr the reporting period.
Thirty per cent of child casualties were caused itmprovised explosive devices
placed by armed groups, killing 123 children anpiiimg 262. These incidents also
include the use of suicide attacks. On 2 Decemk#r1? for instance, a suicide
attack in Mohammad Agha district, Logar provincesulted in the injuring of at
least 28 children. In another attack, on 6 Decenfifsrl, the Lashkar i Jhangvi-Al-
Alami, a Pakistan-based armed group, killed attld&schildren and injured at least
12 in an attack on a religious ceremony in Kabuhil@en also continued to be
victims of rocket, artillery and mortar attacks. élhmajority of incidents were
attributed to the Taliban forces, including TorarBd-ront, Jamat Sanat al-Dawa
Salafia, the Latif Mansur network, the Haggani netkvand Hezb-i-Islami, killing
43 children and injuring 159. A total of 129 chiédr were killed or injured in
crossfire between the Afghan National Army and adrgeoups.

13. The number of child casualties attributed tostaikes conducted by
pro-Government forces, including the Afghan Natibr&ecurity Forces and the
International Military Forces, doubled comparedhwihe last reporting period, with
110 children killed and 68 injured in 2011.

14. Furthermore, 431 child casualties were caugethines and explosive remnants
of war from previous decades of conflict. The easteegion was the most affected
and the majority of casualties were boys betweenratlies of 8 and 15 years.

15. Reports of sexual violence against girls angsblmy armed elements continued
to be received in 2011. Four incidents involvinggA&n National Police elements
were reported, including two verified cases. In aase of an attempted rape of a
9-year-old girl, the Afghan National Police officavas sentenced to six years’



A/66/782
S/2012/261

imprisonment by the regional military prosecutof. T interviewed boys detained
in juvenile rehabilitation centres on national serelated charges, 10 reported
sexual violence or threats of sexual violence upbeir arrest. Reports also
continued to be received of sexual abuse of boyslbsents of armed groups.

16. During the reporting period, the country taskecks on monitoring and

reporting documented 185 incidents of attacks ohosts and hospitals in the

central, northern, south-eastern and eastern regiocluding improvised explosive

device and suicide attacks (51), burning of sch¢8%), intimidation of educational

personnel (34), forced closures of schools (32)linlg of educational personnel

(25), abduction of educational personnel (7) andtitg (1). Of these reported

incidents, the majority was attributed to armed ugr®, including the Taliban,

opposed to girls’ education. It should be notedt ilma2011 the Taliban reportedly
issued a directive forbidding attacks on schoold &aachers. Although this could
not be confirmed by the United Nations, accountggasted that Taliban members at
the provincial level publicly denounced attacks iagh schools. In addition,

31 incidents of military use of schools were docuteel during the reporting

period, of which 20 cases were attributed to arngrdups and 11 cases to
pro-Government forces.

17. The United Nations also received reports ofib8dents of attacks against
health facilities and personnel. Incidents attrégltto unidentified armed groups
included killings, abduction, suicide attacks, miilation and the use of an
ambulance in a suicide attack.

18. During the reporting period, 31 incidents ofdabtion of children by armed

groups were documented. All cases involved boys amete motivated by

recruitment, kidnap-for-ransom, retaliation and inntlation for suspected

association with pro-Government forces. Five ofsténcidents indicated a link to
armed groups located in Pakistan, and involvedntio@ement of children across the
Afghanistan-Pakistan border.

Central African Republic

19. The recruitment and use of children by the atrgeoups the Convention des
patriotes pour la justice et la paix (CPJP) and Wmneon des forces démocratiques
pour le rassemblement (UFDR) continued to be reguhrespecially in the north of
the country. Children were seen fighting in the karof CPJP and UFDR during
armed clashes in September and October 2011 in g&akand Haute-Kotto
provinces. Children were also reportedly seen i tanks of the Mouvement des
libérateurs centrafricains pour la justice (MLCd)Birao (Vakaga prefecture), and
in the ranks of the Front démocratique du peupletredricain (FDPC) in Kabo
(Nana-Gribizi prefecture). According to informatiageceived, a small number of
children continued to be present in the ranks of #hrmée populaire pour la
restauration de la républiqgue et la démocratie (BPRThe Chadian Front
patriotique pour le redressement (FPR) also reedudthildren in 2011. Of the 1,700
FPR combatants reportedly active in 2011, 15 pemt cgere estimated to be
children, including children from neighbouring cdtias.

20. During the reporting period, attacks on towmsl aillages, as well as armed
clashes by CPJP, UFDR and the Lord’s ResistanceyAfinRA) predominantly in
the north-east and south-east of the country, teduin the killing of civilians,
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including children. Of a total of 88 children kilein 2011 (63 boys and 25 girls),
63 were killed in armed confrontations between CRJI& UFDR.

21. Incidents of rape and other grave sexual vioéenalthough underreported,
continued to be of concern in 2011. For example,2dnFebruary, CPJP rebels
attacked two villages in Haute-Kotto province aaged a 13-year-old girl.

22. Attacks on schools and the use of schools Imedrgroups continued to have a
negative impact on the education system in the @éAffrican Republic. During the
reporting period, 12 schools were used, attackedestroyed during confrontations
between CPJP and UFDR, as well as during FPR ateafkecting a total of 1,500
children. In the town of Bria (Haute-Kotto prefept), teachers were directly
targeted and assaulted by different armed groupause the schools were located
in areas controlled by rival armed groups.

23. Humanitarian access continued to be limiteth north and south-east of the
country, especially in Bamingui-Bangoran, Haute-#§ot Mbomou and Haut-
Mbomou, Nana-Gribizi and Vakaga prefectures, owiongthe activities of local
(CPJP and UFDR) and foreign (FPR) armed groupss #stimated that during the
reporting period, some 40,000 children in affectadeas were deprived of
humanitarian assistance owing to widespread insgcuin these provinces.
Humanitarian access was complicated by lack ofitglan the chain of command, in
particular with FDPC in Kabo (Ouham prefecture).

Chad

24. A general improvement in the security situatiothe country in 2011, as well
as the demobilization and reintegration of the Aeméationale tchadienne during
the second half of 2011, contributed to a signifiicaecrease in the number of
reported cases of child recruitment in Chad. Thespnce of children was not
registered during the restructuring operations fed Armée nationale tchadienne,
which were monitored by the regional delegationtled Ministry of Social Action

and the United Nations Children’'s Fund (UNICEF) Moussoro. Although the

Armée nationale tchadienne has stopped recruitimgdien as a matter of policy,
concerns exist that a small number of children iy be associated with it. Five
Sudanese refugee minors are still alleged to beimsgrin the Armée nationale
tchadienne in different locations. The Governmerdgnids any possibility of

participation of refugee children in the Armée patle tchadienne.

25. The presence of the Justice and Equality MoverqG&#EM) in refugee camps in
eastern Chad has significantly decreased, and mocases of child recruitment by
JEM were reported in 2011. Potential attempts ofrerruitment of Sudanese
refugee children by armed forces or armed groupsiog however, be excluded and
requires monitoring by the country task forces omnitoring and reporting.
Children also allegedly remain associated with Hrent démocratique populaire
(FDP), whose forces are deployed in the border dretaveen Chad, the Central
African Republic and the Sudan.

26. During 2011, and since the creation of thetj@had/Sudan monitoring force,
there has been a significant decrease in securdéiglents. The Government of Chad
has assumed full responsibility for the protectioh humanitarian workers and
finalized a joint United Nations-Government proieat of civilians strategy. The

Détachement intégré de sécurité (DIS) has expaitdedperational area from the
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east of the country to provide coverage in the Beut and south-eastern part.
Nevertheless, United Nations system agencies amthgrs were obliged to use
armed escorts for their movements in eastern anthson Chad.

Cote d’'lvoire

27. The post-election crisis in early 2011 was dieassociated with a rise in the
commission of grave violations against children.eTénd of hostilities led to a
subsequent decrease in the number of violationsstergd. However, some
violations against children continued to be comedttafter the end of fighting,
particularly in the west.

28. Cases of child recruitment and use were doctetemuring the reporting
period, and peaked during the post-election criBigring the run up to the 2010
election, a worrying trend of involvement of chiédlr in campaigning activities and
political demonstrations had been observed, whigposed them to violence and
culminated in public statements and recruitmentveli targeted at youth.
Subsequently, between January and May 2011, manyhgojoined various armed
groups, including the Jeunes patriotes and the Canda Invisible.

29. Thirty-seven cases of recruitment and use wengfied by the country task
forces on monitoring and reporting, although théaltas believed to be higher.
Children and youth participated in self-defenceup® instituted by supporters of both
sides. Children were seen manning checkpoints illalzoration with the Jeunes
patriotes and elements of the Forces républicadesCoéte d’lvoire (FRCI) in the
period covering January to April 2011. The majowifychildren associated with armed
groups during the crisis have been released, affhotheir formal reintegration
remains a challenge in the absence of a natiorsdraiament, demobilization and
reintegration programme during the reporting periSihce the end of hostilities in
May 2011, no new cases of recruitment and use itddrem were reported.

30. The killing and maiming of children in crossfiand shelling peaked during
the period between January and May 2011, mainlAbidjan and in the west. A
total of 42 cases of children killed and 66 of dnén maimed by armed elements
were registered by the United Nations in 2011, @ltyh the number of actual cases
is likely to be higher. In Abidjan, some cases weat&ibuted to elements of the
Forces de défense et de sécurité (FDS). Cases mfiingaof children by explosive
remnants of war have also been reported.

31. The prevalence of rape and other forms of skexi@ence against children
continued to be of great concern. A total of 27ke=s of sexual violence were
registered by the country task forces on monitorargl reporting, affecting 265
girls and 6 boys. Of these cases, 24 per cent werpetrated by armed groups. For
example, on 28 March 2011, a 16-year-old girl wasigtraped at gunpoint in her
home by three FRCI elements in the Carrefour nedgihbood of Duekoue. The
situation was particularly serious in the west wharmed groups continued to enjoy
freedom of movement and impunity. Victims are gedlgr reluctant to file a
complaint for fear of stigmatization and/or retéidan.2

2 For information on parties in Cote d’lvoire listad responsible for patterns of rape and other

forms of sexual violence during the reporting pdrieee the report of the Secretary-General on
conflict-related sexual violence (S/2012/33).
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32. During the reporting period, a total of 477 scols were reported as being
damaged, looted and/or used by armed groups, depgrian estimated 67,500

children of education. Of these cases, 23 schoelwsed, 3 of them as storage for
weapons and 4 as collective graves. In additiorvesemedical facilities were

attacked. These incidents were mostly attributedFRCI, especially in the west of

the country. In addition, one case of military usk schools in the Yopougon

neighbourhood of Abidjan by Liberian mercenariesd apro-Gbagbo elements,

including the Jeunes patriotes, was reported.

33. In August, the Government ratified the OptioRabtocol to the Convention on
the Rights of the Child on the involvement of chédd in armed conflict. The
Government has also drafted a national strategyttierfight against gender-based
violence. The document is still pending approvaltbg Ministry of Family, Women
and Children.

Democratic Republic of the Congo

34. Child protection actors documented 272 casesaiitment and use of children
(259 boys and 13 girls) during the reporting peri@f these, 266 cases reportedly
occurred in North and South Kivu, four in Orientdeovince and two in Maniema.
The Forces armées de la République démocratiqgueothgo (FARDC) was allegedly
responsible for the largest number, followed by i groups and the Forces
démocratiques de libération du Rwanda (FDLR). Othiégged perpetrators include
the Ugandan armed group the Allied Democratic Fefidational Liberation Army of
Uganda (ADF/NALU) and the Forces républicaines fatistes (FRF). Other cases of
child recruitment were attributed to new local defe groups and non-integrated units
of the Congrés national pour la défense du peupMOP). Most children were used
as escorts, cooks and/or porters. A majority ofchéddren were between the ages of
11 and 17 years at the time of recruitment; 12drkih were under age 10.

35. Ten cases of killing and 14 cases of maiminghifdren were documented in
2011. Most were allegedly perpetrated by FARDC (sases of killing and nine

cases of maiming). Three cases of maiming werebatid to the Police nationale
congolaise, one case of killing to a Mai-Mai grogmd the remaining cases were
attributed to unidentified armed elements.

36. Sexual violence against children was committgall parties and continued to
be a serious concern in 2011. The majority of doentad cases were perpetrated by
Government security forces. A total of 108 casesapfe (including 3 cases against
boys) were documented. Of these, 86 cases occimrébbrth and South Kivu and
22 in Orientale Province. Sixty-seven cases wergbated to FARDC, 17 to various
Mai-Mai groups, 10 to the Police nationale congsé¢ai4 to FDLR and 2 to the Front
de résistance patriotique en Ituri/Front populapeur la justice au Congo
(FRPI/FPJC). Twelve cases of rape against childidégedly occurred during mass
rape incidents in Mutongo/Walikale, North Kivu, beten 8 and 10 and 22 and
23 June 2011. The perpetrators were allegedlyiafitl to the Alliance des patriotes
pour un Congo libre et souverain (APCLS). Most e thild victims were between
the ages of 8 and 17 years; five victims were urnilerage of &

3 For information on parties in the Democratic Relpubf the Congo listed as responsible for
patterns of rape and other forms of sexual violetheeng the reporting period, see the report of
the Secretary-General on conflict-related sexualerice (S/2012/33).
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37. The number of attacks against schools and Ineadhtres increased in 2011,
with 53 incidents against schools and health centaking place in the Kivus and
Orientale Province, compared with 23 incidents @1@. FDLR was responsible for
21 cases of destruction and looting of schools hedlth centres in 2011. Mai-Mai
groups were responsible for six cases and ADF/NAfbU one case. FARDC was
responsible for several incidents, mainly involvilogting, and in two cases the use
of schools.

38. Humanitarian access continued to be hamperedeastern Democratic
Republic of the Congo throughout 2011. For instarffoee humanitarian workers

were killed during an attack allegedly carried duyt Mai-Mai elements in South

Kivu in October. Cases of kidnappings of humanaarivorkers were also reported.
Goma, Masisi and Rutshuru territories in North Kiand Bukavu, and Uvira

territory in South Kivu, were the most affected.eTsecurity vacuum that followed
the temporary redeployment of FARDC in the contekthe regimentation process
was exploited by armed groups, including FDLR aradious Mai-Mai groups, to

re-establish their position in vacated areas, pnéng humanitarian access.

39. Three years after the adoption of the Childt&tion Law in January 2009 and
the criminalization of child recruitment, no pergbrs of recruitment and use of
children were prosecuted and convicted, despite fHut that many of them —
including at the senior level — were clearly iddietil. Perpetrators such as Bosco
Ntaganda, Innocent Zimurinda and Baudoin Ngaruyemain in the FARDC
command structure, and some, such as Biyoyo Josaree received promotions.
Others who have been tried and sentenced remalarge. For example, Mai-Mai
chief Kyungu Mutanga, alias Gedeon, sentenced taitden March 2009 for crimes
against humanity and for recruitment and use ofdehn, escaped from prison in
September 2011 and resumed activities in North Kgada Despite advocacy efforts,
no action was taken by the FARDC “Amani Leo” hiefay in South Kivu to
investigate the looting of 10 schools by FARDC eéasits between August and
September 2011.

40. A positive development was the arrest and prasen of FARDC and Police
nationale congolaise suspects who allegedly peapedr acts of sexual violence
against children: 44 FARDC and Police nationale gmaise elements allegedly
involved in 77 cases of rape perpetrated in 201tevarested, and 18 were tried.
Two were acquitted owing to a lack of evidence alfl were imprisoned and
obliged to pay financial compensation to the victim

Iraq

41. In the reporting period, armed groups, inclgdAl-Qaida in Irag and Islamic
State of Iraqg (ISI), continued to carry out violeattacks targeting security forces,
Government buildings and civilians. The most aféecgovernorates were Baghdad,
Kirkuk, Ninewa, Diyala, Anbar and Salahaddin. Frdanuary to December, a total
of 341 incidents affecting children were reporteflwhich 117 were verified by the
country task forces on monitoring and reporting.

42. Throughout 2011, armed groups such as Al-Qaideaq and ISl, continued to
recruit, train and use children to take part in tHid®es. The exact number of
children recruited and used by armed groups remdifii€ult to ascertain owing to
the security context. However, incidents were doented in Anbar, Babil,
Baghdad, Diyala, Kirkuk, Ninewa and Wassit. Childngere used to spy and scout,
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transport military supplies and equipment, videetapttacks for propaganda
purposes, plant improvised explosive devices aritvely engage in attacks against
security forces and civilians. Children were alsepartedly seen manning
checkpoints of the Awakening Councils, mainly inyBlia, Babil, Salahaddin and
Anbar. It should be noted that the Al-Qaida in Isagouth wing “Birds of Paradise”,

listed in my previous report for recruitment andeusf children, was no longer
active in the current reporting period.

43. During the reporting period, 294 children, uding an unknown number of
girls, were indicted or convicted of terrorism-ridd charges under article 4 of the
Anti-Terrorism Act (2005). The last three months 911 saw a spike in the
percentage of children charged with alleged assimeiawith armed groups with

terrorism-related offences held in pretrial detentfacilities.

44. At least 146 children were reportedly killedda?65 injured as a result of the
continued violence in 2011. The majority of theseidents took place in the
governorates of Baghdad, Ninewa, Kirkuk and SaldiradVerification of incidents
remained limited owing to the security risk asse@iawith independent monitoring.

45. The killing and maiming of children was attrieble mainly to indiscriminate

attacks, including suicide attacks, as well as étrd executions and crossfire
incidents. In the reporting period, there was asoemerging practice of complex
attacks in Irag. In 2011, 20 of these attacks (Bdwieen October and December
2011 alone) killed at least 20 children and injuBothers.

46. Armed groups, including Al-Qaida in Iraq and,|8aused the large majority of
casualties. ISI, for example, claimed responsipifdr the bombing on 25 July 2011
near a restaurant in Kirkuk that killed and injurkfl people, including five girls and

four boys. Al-Qaida in Iraq claimed responsibilftyr a series of coordinated attacks
in Baghdad on 22 December 2011, including a vehbdee improvised explosive

device that targeted a Government building in Rafdsstrict that claimed the lives

of 7 children and injured another 28.

47. The reporting period saw a significant increasethe number of children

abducted, with 27 cases of abduction of boys andcd€es of abduction of girls
documented. Although the motives of most incideatsild not be ascertained, a
strong nexus between the cases of abduction ofirehiland the funding of non-State
armed group activities in Iraq was suspected. Retaince, in Kirkuk, an 11-year-old
boy was abducted near his house in June 2011 Ipepators claiming to be members
of ISI. The boy was later released after the paymoéa ransom.

48. Access to school and health services was aispadcted by improvised
explosive devices planted in or in the vicinity s€hools and medical facilities,
indiscriminate firing and targeted attacks agaiedtication and health personnel.
Fifty-four incidents affecting schools and 40 ineids affecting hospitals were
reported in 2011, which in both cases representtnarease compared with 2010.
Twenty-seven education personnel and 17 medicakersrwere killed or injured in
different incidents that included direct shootingdaimprovised explosive devices,
mostly in Baghdad, Kirkuk, Ninewa, Salahaddin anabar. Other incidents related
to the abduction of medical staff and attacks agfaimealth facilities or civilian
ambulances. Armed groups, including Al-Qaida ingliend 1SI, were responsible in
all reported cases.
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49. In 2011, sustained efforts were made by thetdédhNations to encourage the
Government of Irag to put in place a mechanism ddrass the issues affecting
children in the context of the armed conflict. Fnlling a meeting held in January
between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the cloairs of the country task forces
on monitoring and reporting, the Ministry of HumaRights committed to

establishing an interministerial committee composefd representatives of the
Ministries of the Interior, Defence, Education ammbour and Social Affairs and, on
19 October 2011, the Ministry requested the CouwnfiMinisters to approve the
establishment of that committee. As at 31 Decen®drl, no progress was noted.

Lebanon

50. The situation in Lebanon has been included in previous annual reports.
Despite the general calm along the Blue Line sittee cessation of hostilities in
2006, occasional incidents of violence affectedldrein, including the killing and
maiming of children in sporadic incidents of vioten On 15 May 2011, Palestinian
demonstrators moved towards the Blue Line in southeebanon, prompting an
armed response by the Israeli security forces i dhea of Maroun al-Ras. This
resulted in seven civilian casualties, includingttwys, aged 16 and 17 years, and
the injuring of 111 persons, including four boysdamvo girls as young as 6 years
old.

51. In relation to the situation in the Syrian ArRepublic, Lebanon witnessed an
influx of over 6,200 Syrian refugees, half of whomere children, between April

and December 2011. Increased military manoeuvretherbyrian side of the border
and the planting of landmines along the Lebanesmldrohave made entry into
Lebanon through unofficial crossing points incregsy risky and contributed to

unease among displaced populations and host conti@siniTwo Lebanese boys,
aged 14 and 16 years, were wounded by gunfire maityjig from the Syrian side in

the northern area of Wadi Khaled. One Lebanesedchged 13 years, was also
maimed by a landmine planted along the Lebaneseddrarn the Syrian side.

52. In the Ain El Helweh camp, Sidon district, ahst two separate violent clashes
between political factions occurred in 2011 killimge child and causing serious
injuries to two other children. These incidentsoalksd to a disruption of schooling.

Libya

53. Since the conflict began in mid-February 201fie United Nations has
received numerous reports of grave violations agfaifildren in Libya throughout
the reporting period. Owing to fighting, the lack access to affected populations,
especially in Sirte and Misrata, and the absencesydtematic monitoring and
reporting, grave violations against children, irdilhg child casualties, were not
systematically documented. As a result, even thoaigbtal of 129 cases of killing
and 247 cases of maiming of children were recordedstly in Misrata, Tawargha,
Bani Walid and Tripoli, 53 incidents of killing athildren (16 girls and 37 boys) and
96 incidents of maiming (18 girls and 78 boys) weegified, mostly in Benghazi,
Tripoli, Misrata, Brega, Tawargha, Ajdabiya and Ngd. The main causes of death
and injury were shelling by former Government fad¢e particular in Misrata) and
crossfire between former Government forces and ejtjpm groups. For example,
between mid-February and mid-August 2011, Bregapitabadmitted 24 children,
15 of whom had been shot and 9 injured by explasiokccording to medical
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personnel in Misrata, Benghazi and Zlitan, in aiditto shelling, the association of
boys with armed groups was also reported as a cafiskilling and maiming.
Explosive remnants of war contamination also ledatsignificant number of child
casualties. The most affected areas were AjdabNalut, Zinten, Sirte and Bani
Walid, especially as displaced populations returteetheir homes.

54. Child casualties were also reported in the exinbf military operations of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in Libydhe Commission of Inquiry
on Libya stated that NATO “conducted a highly psscicampaign with a
demonstrable determination to avoid civilian caseal (A/HRC/19/68, para. 812).
However, it documented at least 10 deaths of childin the course of NATO
operations in Majer, Tripoli, Zlitan and Sirte. Fexample, the Commission found
that at least seven children were killed in antaike in Majer on 8 August 2011. In
addition, the United Nations gathered informatiaonld cases of deaths (three boys
and eight girls) and a further 11 cases of injuffi@air boys and seven girls) related
to NATO operations in Brega.

55. The presence of children in armed forces andedr groups was broadly
reported in the context of the conflict in Libyaycluding by the Commission of
Inquiry, but the constraints for monitoring and oefing mentioned above prevented
the United Nations from verifying all reported ideints. The Commission found
strong evidence that, during the fighting, formeov@rnment forces recruited and
used children. The Commission was also very coregrabout the reports of
children who had formed part of the opposition &sfbrigades associated with the
National Transitional Council, also known as thehuwar”, in the Nafusa

Mountains. Seventeen cases of recruitment of bogsewerified in 2011, which

represents only a portion of the actual scope dsnated by witness accounts.
Reports indicated that children associated withmfer Government forces undertook
military training and were engaged in fighting adside adult combatants.

56. Verified information was also received on theegence of children in
opposition forces and brigades associated with Nlagional Transitional Council

during the conflict. Children were spotted undeitak military training, carrying

weapons, wearing uniforms and performing variousks$ain support of combat
operations. At the end of 2011, children were seeanning checkpoints and
providing security, which remains a concern. On Riay 2011, the National

Transitional Council reportedly issued directives all front-line troops not to

recruit children. The United Nations has not beéleao confirm this claim at the
time of writing. The current Government of Libyausrking with the Office of my

Special Representative for Children and Armed Conhfto address the issue of
children remaining associated with some brigades.

57. Concerns remain over the detention of childfenalleged association with

armed forces of the former regime. The Commissiéringuiry documented four

cases of boys who were detained by brigades, tegetlith adults, for association

with former Government forces. In addition, fivepseate cases of abduction and
detention of boys, aged 15 to 17 years, were dooweteby the United Nations. The
boys, from the Tawargha community, were taken friobernally displaced persons
camps by opposition forces/brigades to military dsmor security facilities for

interrogation. Detention lasted from one day (feases) to five days (one case). All
boys reported being victims of ill-treatment andsatantamount to torture during
their detention.
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58. Twenty-seven attacks on schools and four astadn hospitals were

documented in 2011, in particular in Zlitan, Ajdgéj Misrata, Nalut, Zinten and
Sirte. For reasons mentioned above, this numbeleatsf only a portion of all

incidents that took place. A majority of these waseere attributed to former
Government forces and opposition forces and briga@nme case was attributed to
NATO. These attacks included shootings at schootsl dospitals, shelling,

airstrikes, improvised explosive devices, lootingneedical supplies and the use of
facilities by the military. This resulted in partiar total destruction of health and
education facilities and in disrupted provision sérvices. During an airstrike,
NATO hit the Institute of Health in Tigi, in Augu&011, on the basis of intelligence
assessment that it was a missile and ammunitiomagéo site for the former

Government forces.

59. At the end of 2011, the continued presencerafea brigades and sporadic
clashes between these brigades posed a challentpe tbibyan authorities in their
efforts to contain the overall security situatidn. this context, children remained
vulnerable to association with these brigades, ldsgment and exposure to
explosive remnants of war and the widespread preseaf small arms and light
weapons.

Lord’s Resistance Army and the Central African region (the Central African
Republic, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Sdlh Sudan and Uganda)

60. Grave violations against children by LRA in tlZentral African region
remained a major concern in 2011. The armed groupticued to operate in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Central AdricRepublic and South Sudan.
While no violations have been reported in Ugandacsi2006, Uganda continued
military operations against LRA in the region.

61. In the Central African Republic, 101 childre@3(boys and 38 girls) were
reportedly abducted by LRA in 2011, mostly in Mbamdlaut-Mbomou and Haute-
Kotto prefectures. Out of these, 43 cases werdfiedrby the country task forces on
monitoring and reporting. All but one of the abdedttgirls were released. A
Congolese girl who had escaped from LRA in Decen#ir0 was repatriated to the
Democratic Republic of the Congo and reunified whttr family in January 2011;
five boys and four girls were reunified with thdamilies in the Central African
Republic. Twenty-four LRA attacks against civiliamgere documented in 2011,
resulting in the killing and injuring of childremiMbomou and Haut-Mbomou. In
2011, over 22,523 civilians were displaced by dsaor fear of attacks by LRA.
Access to humanitarian assistance continued toebtricted in LRA-affected areas
during the reporting period.

62. In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 211A &tacks were documented
in 2011. In the Uélé districts of Orientale Prowncl24 children (59 girls and
65 boys) were abducted by LRA and escaped a fews daymonths after their
abduction. Thirty-nine children reported that thbgd been used as combatants,
while 51 children reported that they had been uiedforced labour. Nine of the
59 girls were abducted for a longer period and reggbthat they had been used as
forced wives. A total of 180 children escaped frbRA in 2011. Six cases of killing
and nine cases of maiming of children were attellutto LRA in 2011.
Humanitarian assistance continued to be hamperedR¥ activity, in particular in
Faradje and Dungu in Orientale Province. In togaght foreign children, five from
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the Sudan and three from Uganda, were repatriate@0ill, and 18 Congolese
children were repatriated from neighbouring cowsdrio the Democratic Republic
of the Congo.

63. In South Sudan, LRA carried out eight attackgiast civilians, directly

affecting children. In Western Equatoria and Westd8ahr el Ghazal States,
13 children were reportedly abducted by LRA in 20Hix cases of killing of

children were confirmed, four of whom died while oaptivity. Eighteen girls,

between 12 and 17 years of age, separated from bRAhe Uganda People’s
Defense Force (UPDF) and the “home guards”, replotti@t they had been sexually
abused while abducted. One health centre in Wedfguatoria State was looted by
LRA.

64. In 2011, nine Ugandan mothers (aged 20 to Bd)their children (12 girls and
eight boys, all below the age of 6) formerly assted with LRA were received at a
reception centre in Gulu, Uganda. The young motharsl children were

subsequently reunited with their families.

65. In May 2011, UPDF established standard opegatprocedures for the
reception and handover of children and women sdépdrdrom LRA in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Sudan and Geatral African Republic.
The procedures stipulate that child protection ex&hall be alerted immediately to
the presence of children in LRA custody, and in aage no later than 48 hours, and
that all children separated from LRA in UPDF custodegardless of their
nationality, must be handed over to child protectiactors in the shortest time
possible, in any case no later than within seveysdbdPDF, in cooperation with the
United Nations, has trained 450 troops on the imm@etation of the standard
operating procedures. To ensure full implementatmfnthe standard operating
procedures, all troops participating in counter-LR¥perations should undergo
comprehensive predeployment training on the prooesiuThe UPDF is encouraged
to enforce full compliance within its ranks, to ens that all children, including
Ugandan nationals, are handed over to child pradecactors and within the time
frame set out in the standard operating procedures.

66. The weak presence of the Government securitye®in LRA-affected areas

continued to have an impact on insecurity and inigpjuand contributed to the

establishment of unregulated community-based seléwce groups, such as the
“home guards” in South Sudan, and “milices d’autfehce” in the Central African

Republic. Where Government security forces weres@ng concerns were raised
over human rights violations and lack of disciplifi®r example, a 14-year-old boy
who escaped in May 2011 was held hostage for timeaths by a soldier of the

Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) who demangagment for services given

to the boy following his release. In the Centratidan Republic, the Forces armées
centrafricaines (FACA) reportedly used children fearious purposes, including

checkpoint duty.

Myanmar

67. The number of complaints of underage recruitmarcluding children under
15 years of age, continued to rise, from 194 in@@d 243 in 2011, reflecting an
increased awareness of the age of recruitment &yfdtmadaw, and the existence of
reliable vetting mechanisms, including the Interoa&l Labour Organization forced
labour complaints mechanism and community-basadcsires for complaints about
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underage recruitment. The Committee for the Prdeentof Recruitment of
Underage Children in Myanmar received more comg#athan in previous years as
a result of its extensive public awareness campaitpe vast majority of complaints
in 2011 reflected recruitment in Yangon, Ayeyarwgdohd Mandalay regions.

68. Children continued to be recruited by the Tadm& The majority of underage
recruits interviewed after release stated thatrthe¢ruiter had not asked their age,
or had falsified age documentation for presentatminthe recruitment centre.
Reports continued to indicate that, in addition dbildren who were formally

recruited into the Tatmadaw, children were alsodubg the Tatmadaw for forced
labour, including as porters. In Kachin State, thesere verified reports in late 2011
of children being used by the Tatmadaw alongsiddtadhs porters on the front line.

69. Reports of recruitment and use of children lmn4$tate actors in Myanmar
also continued to be received. In 2010, the Dentozr&aren Buddhist Army
(DKBA) split into two factions, with the majorityojning the Tatmadaw as a border
guard force, and the remainder allying itself witte Karen National Union/Karen
National Liberation Army (KNU/KNLA). In 2011, withhespect to both the DKBA
border guard force and the separatist DKBA trooppports were received of forced
recruitment of children, unless payment in lieuretruitment was received. The
country task forces on monitoring and reporting vadide to verify this practice in
Kayin State, Ta Nay Cha and Thandaunggyi townshipgpril and August 2011.
Reports of increased recruitment by the Kachin petelence Army (KIA) were
also received in the second half of 2011, as terssimounted in Kachin and
northern Shan State. The country task force alseived allegations of children
joining KIA purportedly to avoid being used by thatmadaw as porters on the front
line. The country task force also confirmed oneor¢pf a 15-year-old boy recruited
by the Kachin Defense Army (KDA) in northern Shatats.

70. As conflict escalated in Shan State in 201ppres of Shan State Army South
(SSA-S) perpetrating underage recruitment increas§ddldren are also reportedly
present in the ranks of the KNU/KNLA, Karen Natidbndnion/Karen National

Liberation Army Peace Council, Karen Peace FronfPFlK Karenni National

Progressive Party/Karenni Army (KNPP/KA), and thenitdd Wa State Army

(UWSA). However, the country task force was unatdeverify information about

these armed groups owing to travel restrictionsasgdl on it by the Government.

71. The country task force verified that 43 childtead been killed or maimed as a
result of conflict-related violence in 22 separameidents. During the reporting

period, children continued to be victims of landedén explosive remnants of war,
mortar and rocket-propelled grenade attacks, androfsfire between non-State
armed groups and the Tatmadaw.

72. There were a number of verified cases of ckitdkilled in retaliatory actions
by members of the Tatmadaw in villages where naatéSarmed groups were based,
or in villages considered aligned to non-State atmg@oups. For example, in
October 2011 the country task force verified anideot where, after having
sustained a severe beating, a one-year-old child vilage in Hsipaw township in
northern Shan State died by drowning, when soldddrhe Shan State Army-North
(SSA-N) threw the child and his parents into afflied with water.

73. Of the 22 verified incidents, a total of 9 oomd in Kachin State as a result of
fighting between the Tatmadaw and KIA, during whi2h children were killed or
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maimed. In June 2011, for instance, a 16-year-aottfgpom Bamaw township was
shot and killed in crossfire between the Tatmadawd KIA. In another example, in
August 2011, a 3-year-old boy was shot and killedhe crossfire while fleeing his
village in Bamaw Township with his grandmother.

74. In 2011, both the Tatmadaw and non-State argnedps, such as KNU/KNLA,
KNPP/KA, DKBA, UWSA, KIA and the Myanmar National @nocratic Alliance
Army (MNDAA) continued to use anti-personnel minés order to restrict the
movement of people, hinder the movement of trompsp mark areas of operations.

75. The United Nations received a number of repaftsattacks on schools or
hospitals by the Tatmadaw and other non-State argredps during the reporting
period. The country task force verified that, dgrithe fighting in May 2011 in

Kayin State, the Tatmadaw and DKBA/KNLA allied fechad partially destroyed a
hospital in Kawkareik.

76. During the reporting period, there were alsouanber of documented reports
in Kachin and Kayin States of schools being cloéedlong periods and schools
being damaged by shelling and mortar fire. In Aug2@11, the country task force
verified one case of a school in Kawng Lwin village Mansi Township being

damaged by artillery fire in exchanges between Themadaw and KIA. In July

2011, the country task force documented the indiddra school in Mone Hkawng
village in Mansi Township, Kachin State, being dgmd by a Tatmadaw mortar
attack.

77. Access to vulnerable groups in many areas efcihuntry, including children,

remained limited for United Nations system agendéreMyanmar. The Government
continued to restrict access to various parts efdbuntry, citing security concerns
as the main reason for limiting the presence anddi of international as well as
national personnel of relief agencies. Access warigqularly limited in ceasefire

and non-ceasefire areas, including mixed admintigtnaareas. However, some
progress was made when, in December 2011, a Urlitetlons mission visited

inaccessible areas along the Myanmar-China bordbéerev displacement was
recorded.

Nepal

78. The situation in Nepal was included in my poad annual reports. While
conflict-related violations against children havéegrsficantly decreased in the

reporting period, children continue to be at ridkhe presence of armed groups
operating with political and often criminal motiyegrimarily in the Terai districts

(southern belt of Nepal) and the Eastern Hills, eyaise to general insecurity in
those areas.

79. During the reporting period, 4 children werddd and 11 children sustained
injuries caused by explosive remnants of war ifiedént parts of the country. Out of
the total number of cases documented, approximatalfof the cases were related
to explosive remnants of war planted before thecpgarocess, while the remaining
cases were the result of new contamination.

80. The United Nations Monitoring Team continuedmonitor and follow up on
the Unified Communist Party of Nepal-Maoist (UCPN-Mompliance with the
Action Plan for the discharge of the disqualifiecaddst army personnel (including
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verified minors) and related tasks, signed on l16cddeber 2009 between the
Government of Nepal, the United Nations and UCPN-M.

81. Information collected and verified by the Maning Team indicates that at
least one out of the seven Maoist army cantonméet has ceased to distribute
payments to the verified minors through the Maaishy commanders. In addition,
three out of five Maoist army cantonment sites tpa¢viously provided shared
accommodation to verified minors have now eithemtintled them or are no longer
using them to maintain a link between the verifiméhors and the Maoist army
commanders. There were no verified cases of retwhserified minors to the

cantonments.

Occupied Palestinian Territory and Israel

82. In 2011, Palestinian and Israeli children cou&d to suffer from the
prevailing situation of conflict. Twenty Palestimiahildren (19 boys and one girl)
were killed and 448 (393 boys and 55 girls) werguiiad in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalemd dine Israeli children (four boys
and one girl) were killed and two boys were injuiadsrael in incidents related to
the conflict, marking a significant increase comgrhwith the previous year.

83. Among the 20 Palestinian children killed, 13ybowere killed by Israeli

security forces, two boys and one girl by Palestinarmed groups, including the 1zz
al-Din Al Qassam Brigade and the Popular Resistabammittee in Gaza, two boys
by explosive remnants of war and two boys by Idrasdttlers. Out of the

448 Palestinian children who were injured, 89 wargler the age of 12 years. A
total of 384 children were injured by the Israedcarity forces, 41 by Israeli settlers
in East Jerusalem and the West Bank, 15 by unknpempetrators owing to the
detonation of improvised explosive devices and 8hidentified Palestinian armed
groups. Sixty-nine per cent of the injuries occdrie the West Bank (including

20 per cent in East Jerusalem), and 31 per ceniroed in Gaza (including 15 per
cent in the so-called buffer zone).

84. In the West Bank, there were serious conceeganding incidents in which
Palestinian children were killed or injured by lsliasettlers. In 2011, two boys were
killed as a result of shooting attacks perpetrdigdettlers, and another 35 boys and
6 girls were injured in incidents involving Israakéttlers, such as throwing stones at
vehicles and attacks against Palestinian houséaror land.

85. In 2011, 8 Palestinian children were shot aikdk and 65 boys and 2 girls
were injured by the Israeli security forces in deecalled buffer zone in Gaza that
was established for security concerns. Thirty-failildren were injured while
collecting gravel and scrap metal, fishing, at hoonglaying in the so-called buffer
zone. Thirty-four boys were also injured on 15 M2311 during a demonstration at
Erez crossing by live ammunition and tear gas fiogdthe Israeli security forces to
dispel demonstrators near the border fence. Allsegbent claims of excessive use
of force during this incident are being investightey the Israeli security forces.

86. Eight Palestinian children were injured as a&ute of rockets fired by
Palestinian armed groups from Gaza that fell slaord landed inside Gaza, or by
explosives that detonated while preparing for aackt or being stored in populated
areas.
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87. In 2011, five Israeli children, four boys andeogirl, were killed and two boys
were injured in conflict-related incidents. A 1-yedld boy was killed in a car
accident near Hebron caused by Palestinian storoavthg. On 11 March, two boys
and a three-month-old girl were killed in an attamk an Israeli family living in the
[tamar settlement near Nablus, perpetrated by twéedRinian young people. In
southern Israel near the border with Gaza, a 16-g&h boy was killed when a
rocket fired by a Palestinian armed group hit aocsttbus on 17 April. Another two
Israeli boys, aged 1 and 9 years, were injured waencket fired by a Palestinian
armed group from the Gaza Strip hit the town of kedlon on 20 August.

88. One case of child recruitment by 1zz al-Din @hssam Brigade was reported,
when a 17-year-old Palestinian boy was killed omALfust by the detonation of the
explosives he was carrying while performing surlagite tasks in Rafah, southern
Gaza.

89. Five separate cases of use of children by sheeli security forces for military

intelligence purposes were reported in 2011 in Mdggprison and Salem and
Mescobiyya interrogation centres. These cases waPalestinian boys aged 15 to
17 years who were arrested and offered money, dntigrael and a car or a mobile
telephone in exchange for intelligence on actitie their villages.

90. At the end of December 2011, 135 Palestiniaidn, 134 boys and 1 girl,

aged 12 to 17 years, were detained in Israeli pdsfor alleged security violations.
This represents a steady decrease compared with. 205hould be noted that on
18 December 2011, 55 children were released as gfathe second stage of the
prisoner swap for Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit. 2011, two cases of administrative
detention were reported. In the first case, the b@g released in February 2011,
after 11 months in administrative detention. Anatbbild was arrested and placed
in administrative detention in December 2011. IM2059 children from the West
Bank were reportedly transferred to prisons insideael in contravention of the

Geneva Convention relative to the Protection ofilzin Persons in Time of War.

91. In relation to the 135 cases of detention nwered above, 116 cases were
documented through affidavits. Sixty-two childrereng below the age of 16,

including two 10 years of age and one 9 years @& #&dl of the 116 boys reported

being subjected to cruel and degrading treatmenthleylsraeli security forces and
Israeli police while in detention. Ninety-two peertd of the children interviewed

reported the use of hand-ties in violation of Idraecurity forces orders, 70 per
cent reported having been blindfolded, 61 per cemorted having been beaten,
7 per cent reported solitary confinement, 21 pemtaeported denial of access to
toilets and 18 per cent reported denial of accedsdd and water.

92. In a positive development, on 27 September 20thk Israeli Military
Commander in the West Bank issued Order 1676 whaided the age of majority in
the West Bank from 16 to 18 years. This amendmerttreiases the level of
protection given to children in the context of juile military courts in the West
Bank by introducing new provisions that relate lte tdequate and professional care
of child detainees, the separation of child detasnédrom adults, notification of
parents, access of parents to trials, appointméatlawyer and so forth.

93. A significant number of attacks on schools @udication facilities continued
to be reported both in Israel and in the Occupiedetinian Territory in 2011.
These attacks resulted in damage to schools orrimgggon of education, and in
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some cases, in direct injury of children. Thirtyx-stases were reported in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, compared with 2Geas reported in 2010. Four
attacks were reported against Israeli schools, @eywith one case in 2010.

94. Twenty-three cases of attacks on schools oitanyl use of schools were
reported in the West Bank, including 15 by the #&irasecurity forces and 8 by
Israeli settlers. In five instances related to shapperations in villages or to
demonstrations, the Israeli security forces firedrt gas at Palestinian schools,
resulting in students suffering from tear-gas ishi@n. In several instances, direct
attacks on schools or military use of schools wexgorted. In seven cases, Israeli
soldiers entered school premises. In April 201%, $raeli security forces converted
a school into a military outpost for a few hoursNablus. In another incident, the
killing of five members of an Israeli family in aetlement near Nablus led to a
curfew imposed by the Israeli security forces oe tdjacent village of Awarta.
During a period of five days, the military condudtgearch operations and used one
school as a detention and interrogation centre.adidition, eight attacks were
perpetrated by Israeli settlers, including by plg#ly assaulting Palestinian
children on their way to school, attacking schobis throwing rocks and empty
bottles, or vandalizing schools. One incident imea Israeli settlers setting fire to a
school prayer room in Huwwara (Nablus). In additimnthese attacks, 10 schools
located in Area C of the West Bank received dernaitor stop-work orders issued
by the Israeli authorities.

95. Fourteen incidents of attacks on schools weparted in Gaza. Eleven schools
were damaged as a result of shooting or heavydiriaar the schools, or by Israeli

air strikes targeting Palestinian armed groupsuspgcted weapons and ammunition
storage located in the vicinity of schools. Paleisth armed groups were responsible
for damage caused to two schools in Gaza, whenetsckllegedly fired at southern

Israel fell short. In addition, an unidentified Bslinian armed group attacked a
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for PalestiRefugees in the Near East
summer games facility in Beit Lahiya.

96. Missiles or rockets fired from Gaza damagedr fschool facilities in Israel,
including a day-care centre in the area of EshkoMiarch 2011, a day-care centre
and a high school in Beer Sheba in August 2011 asdhool in Ashdod in October
2011.

Somalia

97. In 2011, the United Nations documented 948 sadeecruitment of children,

mostly by Al-Shabaab. There were also documentsg@saf recruitment and use by
the Transitional Federal Government and allied tiailiSeparately, the Transitional
Federal Government forces inadvertently recruitédcBildren, who were identified

and repatriated from Bihanga military training campUganda in April and August

2011. While 11 of these children joined a UnitedtiNas-supported reintegration
programme, a number of them were reportedly rel@asghout undertaking a

formal release process, and others reportedly nermathe custody of Transitional

Federal Government forces.

98. In June 2011, mass recruitment by Al-ShabaabKismayo, Lower Juba
region, was reported by a victim of child recruitmhe who indicated that the
recruitment took place in Kismayo town and that 088 children remained in the
training camp from which he had escaped. Reportsewaso received of girls
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recruited and forcibly married to Al-Shabaab conalmas. Children were typically
recruited by Al-Shabaab from schools and madragasticularly in internally

displaced person settlements in Somalia and refuge®ps in neighbouring Kenya.
Forced recruitment increased in 2011 as a resulthef escalation of military
operations in Somalia.

99. 1In 2011, 127 cases of abduction were reponttmst abductions and detentions
were carried out by Al-Shabaab in South Centralezon

100. In 2011, 7,799 child casualties of conflictreveegistered in the three main
hospitals in Mogadishu. The main cause of deathramchildren below the age of
5 were burns, chest injuries and internal haemareheaused by blasts, shrapnel and
bullets. In addition, the United Nations verifieldet killing of at least 189 children
and the injury of 362 as a result of conflict. Fdample, in October, in Mogadishu,
Banadir region, Al-Shabaab conducted a suicidechttagainst the Ministry of
Education using a vehicle-borne improvised explesievice. Hundreds of children
waiting outside to apply for scholarships were aféal; at least 15 children were
killed and 18 were seriously wounded.

101. A total of 252 cases of rape and sexual viodemvere reported in 2011.

Continued fighting has rendered children more vidibée to rape and sexual
violence, particularly in open and unprotected tingdly displaced person

settlements and especially in Mogadishu. The Ttaorsl Federal Government and
allied militia were the main alleged perpetratonsMogadishu and border areas. In
August and September 2011, the United Nations naednlend emerging where

multiple perpetrators raped the same victims inraug setting. Cases of sexual
slavery were also reported, with Al-Shabaab fightexported to have taken girls as
young as 9 years old for marriage. Sexual violeimcAl-Shabaab-controlled areas
was underreported, given the significant fear gfrigals.

102. In 2011, Al-Shabaab and militia groups congitiuo target schools. In May
2011, a teacher was killed by Al-Shabaab in therdtiiregion for opposing the
recruitment of children. In August 2011, Al-Shabasded a school in Elwak district,
Gedo region, for military purposes, disrupting @ucation of over 500 children.
Since February 2011, the school has been usedmittently. In December 2011,
Al-Shabaab militia attacked and used a secondahpalcin Merka district, Lower
Shabelle region, as an operations centre. SchoolsMbgadishu have been
reportedly closed or used by Transitional Federav&nment forces.

103. The ongoing conflict continued to restrict fanitarian access and hamper the
delivery of assistance, especially in areas colddolby Al-Shabaab. This was

further complicated by military interventions in ethfourth quarter of 2011.

Humanitarian actors have experienced increasingicdlfy in accessing South

Central zone, particularly following the access bapgainst 16 humanitarian

organizations issued by Al-Shabaab in November 20flis estimated that the

access ban affected over 3.5 million people — bathem children. The ban affects
regions that were critically affected by the famuofe2011.

South Sudan

104. The United Nations verified 352 cases of réarant or use of children in
2011. Of these, 253 were associated with SPLA, ev9® were associated with
armed groups loyal to commanders David YauYau, P@tadet and the late Gatluak
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Gai. In addition, 272 boys were released to the to8udan Disarmament,
Demobilization and Reintegration Commission fromigas armed groups.

105. In 2011, the country task forces on monitoriaugd reporting verified the
killing of 104 children and the maiming of 78. Iddition, 306 reports of killing and
maiming were received. Thirty-three children weepartedly killed and 36 injured
during five separate clashes between SPLA and armexips (South Sudan
Democratic Movement, South Sudan Liberation Armw, @rmed group led by
Joseph Oloney, and an armed group led by Gabrielg)laAir strikes by the

Sudanese Armed Forces in Unity State resulted endéath of three children and
injury of two.

106. In 2011, the country task force also verifibé use of 21 schools by SPLA,
resulting in the disruption of schooling for apprmately 10,935 children. An
additional 10 schools were damaged as a resulighftihg among different armed
groups. In addition, four primary schools in theuntes of Uror and Bor were
damaged during tribal fighting in Jonglei State Amgust and October respectively.
The SPLA Deputy Chief of Staff issued an order ircBmber to all SPLA
commanders to immediately vacate all schools usedhkir forces. Two schools
were vacated after the issuance of the order.

107. A total of 602 children were reportedly abdacctduring 2011, of which 356
cases were verified by the United Nations. Mosthe abductions took place in the
context of tribal conflict in Jonglei State.

108. In 2011, 34 incidents of restriction of huntanian access were reported, during
which personnel of humanitarian organizations weaeassed, robbed or blocked at
military checkpoints: 8 incidents of looting or eésion of aid were reported;
10 humanitarian premises were raided for equipma&md supplies, delaying the
humanitarian response in certain areas; and l6riepere received of humanitarian
staff being exposed to violence, out of which twaidents were fatal. Hostilities in
the border areas between South Sudan and the Sonilaeg roads in Unity State and
tribal conflict in Jonglei continue to limit acceBsareas where violations are reported
and hinder humanitarian assistance to affected latipus.

Sudan
Darfur

109. In 2011, the country task forces on monitoriaugd reporting documented
45 cases of recruitment and use of children, repprésg a significant decrease from
the 115 recorded in 2010. Of the 45 cases, 7 wempgirated by the Sudanese
police forces; 5 by the Border Intelligence Forc&sby Central Reserve Police;
14 by pro-Government militias; 5 by the Sudan Ldten Army (SLA)/Abdul
Wahid; 3 by the Popular Defense Forces (PDF); ltHey Sudanese Armed Forces;
1 by SLA/Minni Minawi; 1 by JEM; and 3 by unidenigfl armed groups. The
majority of recorded incidents of recruitment andgeuof children took place in
Government-controlled areas. Collection of inforioatin areas that were not fully
under the control of Government forces, such asspafr Jebel Mara and the border
areas with South and North Kordofan, remained alehge owing to restrictions
and denial of access by both Government and armedpg.
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110. The country task force verified 54 cases ofmiiag and 17 cases of killing of

children. The 17 cases of killing included 7 attriéd to crossfire, 5 attributed to the
Sudanese Armed Forces air strikes and 5 to exposdémnants of war. Of the
54 cases of maiming, 23 children were shot, andw&te injured by explosive

remnants of war.

111. In 2011, the country task force verified 5%e&s of rape of girls aged 6 to
17 years, an increase compared with the 22 casesded in 2010. Some of these
cases were reported to the police or to the Sudaemed Forces. The alleged
perpetrators included members of the Sudanese ArRoedes, unidentified armed
men, armed nomads, pro-Government militia, Sudampediee forces, PDF and the
Central Reserve Police. Limited access in areasrobed by armed groups and fear
of being stigmatized affected the documentatiose{ual violence cases.

112. One incident of looting of a school was repdrtallegedly by the Sudanese
Armed Forces in North Darfur in January 2011. Theting of a hospital in South
Darfur by unknown armed elements was also reported.

113. Throughout 2011, humanitarian access contirtoeldle seriously hampered in
some areas of Darfur owing to fighting between Qoweent forces and armed
groups, as well as security restrictions imposedhsyGovernment. Restrictions and
denial of access delayed or prevented the delieémssential drugs and vaccination
for children in Darfur in April 2011.

Three areas (Abyei, Blue Nile and South Kordofan)

114. Cases of recruitment and use of children Sigamtly increased in Abyei, Blue

Nile and South Kordofan in 2011, with 52 verifiedses compared with 8 in 2010.
In South Kordofan and Abyei, 41 cases of recruittngfnboys aged between 14 and
17 years were verified. Perpetrators included SPUR); the Sudan People’s
Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-N) (5); the Sudaae&rmed Forces (2); PDF

(5); and unidentified armed groups (17). In BludeNill cases of recruitment of
boys between 14 and 17 years were verified andbated to SPLA (10) and the

SPLM-N (1). The country task force received a numbecredible allegations of

abductions of children by SPLM-N with the aim ofdefully recruiting them.

115. From April to June 2011, the number of casdskiling and maiming
increased with the resumption of conflict. At le&8tchildren were reportedly killed
and 34 maimed in South Kordofan and Abyei during thporting period. Of these,
two children were killed and three were injurediitidents involving explosive
remnants of war. The remaining children were killed injured as a result of
crossfire between the Sudanese Armed Forces, POFS&LM-N, or as a result of
shelling and aerial bombings by the Sudanese Aredces. In addition, one
7-year-old boy was killed and two children ageddrtd 16 years were injured by
Sudanese Armed Forces aerial bombing in Blue Nibck of access impeded the
verification of these incidents.

116. Monitoring cases of sexual violence againgtdcén in South Kordofan, Abyei
and Blue Nile continued to be a challenge. Onedant of rape of a 14-year-old girl
by four PDF elements in South Kordofan was verifidthe country task force
received allegations of about 20 additional casesape targeting Nuba girls and
women by unidentified armed elements, including anedent leading to the death
of a girl.
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117. The military use of schools and hospitals inBEram localities, in South
Kordofan, by the Sudanese Armed Forces before 204 continued. In addition,
the functioning of at least 12 schools in South d&afan was disrupted since
fighting began in June 2011. As at December 20h&, éducation of an estimated
137,900 schoolchildren had been disrupted owingctmools being damaged or used
by armed forces, inhabited by internally displagegfsons or contaminated with
explosive remnants of war. In Blue Nile, it is estited that 35,335 children were
prevented from attending school owing to the disiap of the functioning of 156
schools as a result of fighting between the Sudaresned Forces and SPLM-N in
Bau, Geissan and Kurmuk localities.

118. Humanitarian access deteriorated in South Bfam, Abyei and Blue Nile in

2011 owing to insecurity and Government-enforcesirietions of movement and
new administrative measures. Although limited huiteran access was granted in
some areas of South Kordofan and Blue Nile, this weastricted to Government-
controlled areas. In addition, no international lamitarian staff has been allowed
into South Kordofan and Blue Nile since early O@pl2011. Meanwhile, Abyei

remained accessible for humanitarian actors onlgugh South Sudan.

Syrian Arab Republic

119. The United Nations has received reports o¥gnaolations against children in
the Syrian Arab Republic since March 2011 and thgtmut the reporting period,
continuing into 2012. In response to the need fonited Nations verified

information, my Special Representative for Childrand Armed Conflict sent a
technical mission to the region to conduct intewsgewith victims and witnesses in
refugee camps, villages and hospitals in the redgioMarch 2012. In almost all

recorded cases, children were among the victims mofitary operations by

Government forces, including the Syrian Armed Farcde intelligence forces and
the Shabbiha militia, in their ongoing conflict withe opposition, including the
Free Syrian Army (FSA). Children as young as 9 geaf age were victims of
killing and maiming, arbitrary arrest, detentionyture and ill-treatment, including
sexual violence, and use as human shields. Schwole been regularly raided and
used as military bases and detention centres. imdition obtained by the technical
mission is in line with the findings of the indepEmt international commission of
inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic.

120. Interviews with former members of the Syriamm&d Forces and the
intelligence forces indicated that civilians, indlng children, were targeted by
Government forces if they were residing in villagelsere members of FSA or other
armed opposition groups were believed to be presgnivhere deserters were
hiding, or if they were seen fleeing the countreldgag refuge. In one instance, a
former member of the Syrian Armed Forces stated, tharing protests in Tall
Kalakh in December 2011, he was given an order sy dommander to shoot
without distinction, although the soldiers were asvahat there were women and
children among the protesters. During the armedlkngp of the demonstrations, the
withess saw three girls between approximately 1@ B8 years of age who had been
killed by the Syrian Armed Forces. In another samiincident in Aleppo in the
fourth quarter of 2011, a former member of the lidence forces witnessed the
killing of five children in a secondary school dogi demonstrations.
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121. The grave violations continued into 2012 arihcagh this is beyond the
reporting period, the gravity of the incidents regs their inclusion in the report.
Witness accounts described a particularly graveidert in the village of Ayn
I’Arouz in the Jabal Azzawiyah in Idlib province.n® March 2012, Syrian Armed
Forces, together with the intelligence forces ahd $habbiha militia, surrounded
the village for an attack that lasted over a peroddour days. Government forces
entered the village on the first day and killedcitilians, including three boys aged
between 15 and 17 years. Thirty-four persons, idicig two boys aged 14 and
16 years, and one 9-year-old girl, were arrestedrfterrogation about the suspected
presence of deserters. Eventually, the village vep®rtedly left burned and 4 out of
the 34 detainees were shot and burned, includiagwio boys aged 14 and 16 years.

122. There is no evidence of Government forces &hmconscripting or enlisting

children under the age of 18 years. However, theia®yArmed Forces and its
associated Shabbiha militia used children as yoasg8 years on at least three
separate occasions within the reporting periodthie incident mentioned above in
the village of Ayn I’Arouz in March 2012, a witnesdated that several dozen
children, boys and girls ranging between the adge8 and 13 years, were forcibly
taken from their homes. These children were subsetiy reportedly used by

soldiers and militia members as human shields, iptadchem in front of the

windows of buses carrying military personnel inbe traid on the village.

123. The United Nations collected dozens of acceunft eyewitnesses of both
children as young as 14 years of age who were tedtuvhile in detention, as well
as former members of the Syrian Armed Forces whemgelves were forced to
torture or witness torture. The Shabbiha militiaswalso involved in the detention
and torture of children, especially during militaperations and often in makeshift
detention cells in schools. Most child victims afrture described being beaten,
blindfolded, subjected to stress positions, whippeith heavy electrical cables,
scarred by cigarette burns and, in one recorded,ashjected to electrical shock to
the genitals. At least one witness said that hedesh a young boy of approximately
15 years of age succumb to his repeated beatingddrén were detained and
tortured because their siblings or parents wereurassl to be members of the
opposition or FSA, or they themselves were suspeak being associated with
FSA. On one occasion, in May 2011, a 15-year-olg bmas taken into custody by
intelligence forces in the municipal building insdiAsh-Shughur and repeatedly
beaten with heavy electrical cables during inteatbgn. The boy stated that there
were at least 20 other children his age or yourggdd in detention.

124. The United Nations has received some crediibgations of the recruitment
and use of children by armed opposition, includif§A and other armed groups,
although FSA has a stated policy of not recruitary child under 17 years of age.
Various sources reported on young children assimeiatvith FSA carrying guns and
wearing camouflage uniforms. My Special Represéwator Children and Armed

Conflict reminded all parties of their obligationander human rights and
international humanitarian law.

125. The United Nations recorded multiple accouanfsthe use of schools by
Government forces, including the Syrian Armed Farcde intelligence forces and
the Shabbiha militia as military staging groundamporary bases, detention centres,
sniper posts and centres for torture and the iotgtion of adults and children.
Several witnesses stated that the intelligenceef®rand the Shabbiha militia had
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gun emplacements installed on the roofs of schedide students were attending.
Accounts also indicated that, on a number of oewasi children were killed or

injured by Government forces during military opéoas on school grounds, and
schools were looted and burned as retribution byeasoment forces in response to
student protests.

126. Reports also pointed out that, during the reépg period, hospitals were

struck by heavy artillery by Government forces. desifrom the conduct of military

operations that prevent civilians from accessinggditals, reports also indicated that
injured persons, including children and their faes| were afraid to seek medical
treatment out of fear of reprisals by the Governtrfen suspected association with
the opposition. Similarly, reports were also reesivof medical workers being

intimidated and threatened by Government forces Having provided or being

suspected of providing medical assistance to mesbgthe opposition.

Information on grave violations against children in situations not
on the agenda of the Security Council or in otherigiations

Colombia

127. The armed conflict continued to pose considierachallenges for the
protection of children in 2011. Children of Africadescent and of indigenous
communities were disproportionately affected.

128. Widespread and systematic recruitment andofishildren by non-State armed
groups in Colombia continued in 2011. Although #wtual scale and scope remains
unknown, 300 cases of recruitment and use werertegpdn 29 of the 32 departments
in the country. The early warning system of the i€f of the Human Rights
Ombudsman, which monitors and flags imminent rigikshuman rights violations
against civilians, identified 50 risk situations 116 departments (104 municipalities)
in 2011, including 20 cases of risk related to @¢lmgcruitment.

129. The Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colambi Ejército del Pueblo
(FARC-EP) and the Ejército de Liberacion NacionalL) continued to recruit and
use children. For example, in May in Antioquia,timo separate events, 15 children
were recruited by FARC-EP and 13 children were uged by ELN. In May and
June 2011, in Meta, five children were recruitedFARC-EP. The non-State armed
groups that emerged after the demobilization ofgheamilitary group Autodefensas
Unidas de Colombia (AUC) also continued to recand use children. In February
2011, for example, in Antioquia, at least 13 chéldrwere recruited by several of
these groups, including Los Paisas, Los Rastrojog bos Urabefios. In a 2011
report, the Office of the Ombudsman noted a strieaging of these non-State armed
groups, following a process of reconfiguration, arpion and consolidation in
various regions of the country.

130. In 2011, reports were received regarding the af children for intelligence
purposes by the Colombian National Army. On severalasions, children separated
from non-State armed groups remained in militargmises for periods exceeding
36 hours, in violation of the Code on Children atblescents and directives by the
Ministry of National Defence. For example, in Augug011, in Putumayo, a
15-year-old boy who escaped from FARC-EP and sueeed to the Colombian
National Army, was held in military premises for fidurs. The Colombian National
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Army also continued to use children in civil-milita activities. Such activities,
when undertaken in conflict-affected areas, putdrtkn at risk and expose them to
retaliation by members of non-State armed groups.

131. Children continued to be victims of attackscluding indiscriminate attacks
carried out by armed groups, or as a result of gfits among non-State armed
groups or between non-State armed groups and $gclmices. In January and
February 2011, in various attacks by FARC-EP arttkotnon-State armed groups
targeting community leaders and local authorittbsee boys and one girl, relatives
of these leaders, were killed. In June 2011, inifaran 11-year-old boy was killed
and three boys injured in a FARC-EP attack on thkcp. As at December 2011, at
least 32 children had been injured and 7 childresrewkilled by anti-personnel
mines and explosive remnants of war.

132. While underreported, girls continued to be timis of sexual violence

attributed to members of non-State armed groupsls@issociated with non-State
armed groups were often required to have sexualtiogls with adults at an early
age and forced to abort if they became pregnanSdptember 2011, a 16-year-old
girl separated from FARC-EP reported having undesydive forced abortions

during the four years she was associated with to&m in Antioquia. In December
2011, in Narifio, a pregnant 17-year-old girl an@iZayear-old indigenous girl were
raped during a massacre by members of Los RastrogjpdNovember 2011, in

Putumayo, a 12-year-old indigenous girl was rapediured and murdered by
members of an unidentified non-State armed grompMbrch 2011, in Narifio, a

17-year-old girl was raped, forced to clean a publace naked, tortured and forced
to eat excrement, and subsequently killed in frohthe community, allegedly by

members of Los Rastrojos. Reports have also beeasived of cases of sexual
violence against children involving members of Heeurity forces.

133. Attacks against schools by non-State armedpgacontinued to be reported.
Schools were damaged as a result of hostilitiesval$ as by anti-personnel mines
and explosive remnants of war. In addition, teashemd students were targeted by
non-State armed groups, for preventing recruitmamd for recruitment and use,

respectively. In May 2011, in Arauca and Norte dentander, 15 teachers were
threatened by FARC-EP, ELN and other non-State drgreups. In August 2011 in

Cordoba, 44 teachers were threatened. At leastf 1Bese resorted to displacement
for protection. These threats left 1,160 childreithaut schooling.

134. The military use of schools by the ColombiaatiNnal Army was reported in
several departments, including Antioquia, Araucau€a, Cordoba, Huila, Narifio,
Norte de Santander and Valle del Cauca. In Aug@4t12in Cauca, members of the
Colombian National Army used a school for sevensjagsulting in the suspension
of classes.

135. Humanitarian access was restricted owing & ahmed conflict, particularly
affecting children and indigenous peoples. The dipants of Antioquia, Arauca,
Cauca, Caqueta, Choco, Guaviare, Huila, Meta, CimddNarifio and Norte de
Santander were particularly affected. Some comnesitdid not receive
humanitarian assistance and basic services asudt fsarmed confrontations, the
establishment of illegal armed checkpoints and iivassine laying.

136. Information on the abduction of children wasiited during the reporting
period. In May 2011, a 14-year-old indigenous dink sister of a community leader,
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was abducted and tortured for four days, allegddiymembers of Los Rastrojos, in
Narifio. Also in Narifio, in July and August 2011ethbduction of two girls, aged 13
and 16 years, was attributed to FARC-EP, reportediya reprisal for maintaining
relationships with members of the National police.

India

137. In 2011, reports were received of recruitmant use of children by Maoist
armed groups, also known as Naxalites, particularl¢hhattisgarh State and some
districts in adjoining states. In December 201% khinistry of State for Women and
Child Development stated in Parliament that Ma@ished groups were recruiting
and indoctrinating children, and had constituteddren’s squads and associations
(Bal Dastas, Bal Sangharand Bal Mancl) as part of mass mobilization. This is
supported by a 2010 National Commission for Praotecof Child Rights report,
which indicated that children were being recruitgdMaoist armed groups through,
inter alia, intimidation and abduction, and weresdisn support roles, including as
lookouts, messengers, porters and cooks. The reg@otpointed to the recruitment
of children by the militia Salwa Judum. In its juglgent of 5 July 2011, the
Supreme Court of India ordered the State of Chkagdtih to take all appropriate
measures to prevent the operation of any grougudieg but not limited to Salwa
Judum, that in any manner sought to take the lawo iits own hands, act
unconstitutionally or violate human rights.

138. In 2011, incidents of attacks on schools bylaarmed groups continued to
be reported. Home Ministry statistics indicatedttbatween 2006 and November
2011, Maoist armed groups destroyed 258 schoodingk, mostly in Chhattisgarh,
Jharkand and Bihar States, of which 21 schools wletroyed between January and
November 2011. Government statistics indicate thatnumber of attacks on school
buildings has declined progressively since 200% Blupreme Court has, on at least
two occasions, ordered security forces to vacab®aks in Chhattisgarh State, most
recently in its order of 18 November 2011. In Janyua011, the Government of
Chhattisgarh conceded that security forces weregus31 schools. The use of
schools by the security forces continued to be reggbin various states in 2011.

139. The Government of India has strongly condenthedacts of Naxalites. Based
on recommendations from relevant stakeholders, uiliolg the National
Commission for Protection of Child Rights, the Govwaent of India has undertaken
a multifaceted approach to address the protectfarhiddren in areas of civil unrest,
involving focused development efforts, capacityitlirig and improvement in local
governance, in coordination with the concernedestgavernment authorities. While
some recommendations of the National Commissionaieno be implemented, in
2010 the Government of India launched a pilot scbeBal Bandhy in 10 districts
of Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh andhd&dashtra to address
children’s needs comprehensively, focusing on poo®, education, health,
nutrition, sanitation and safety aspects, includitlgrough local community
participation. As at 2011, the project had beentiabéd in nine districts. In
September 2011, the Prime Minister announced thada of the Integrated Action
Plan for 60 Naxal-affected districts, with the posp of implementing public
infrastructure projects and improving services.
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Pakistan

140. In 2011, Pakistan continued to experienceckstdoy armed groups using terror
tactics and influenced by and/or associated with Thliban or Al-Qaida, including

the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). Attacks havargeted Government sites,
schools and civilians, including children, in Khybeakhtunkhwa, the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas and urban centres.

141. In 2011, 11 incidents were reported of chitdbeing used by armed groups to
carry out suicide attacks, involving 10 boys, soaseyoung as 13, and one 9-year-
old girl. In one such incident, on 3 April 2011,eboy was killed and another was
arrested in a double suicide attack on a Sufi €iim Dera Ghazi Khan, southern
Punjab, which killed 50 people and injured 120. A-ylear-old survivor reported
having been trained for two months in Taliban campsNorth Waziristan. In
another incident on 19 August 2011, a boy was uised suicide attack during
Friday prayers at a mosque in the Ghundai areahyflér Agency, killing 48 people
and injuring more than 100.

142. In 2011, children continued to be victims néliscriminate attacks, including
by improvised explosive devices and suicide bombirigeports indicate that a total
of 57 children were killed during the reporting pet from landmines, explosive
remnants of war and improvised explosive device®),(Bomb blasts (11), shelling
(4) and targeted attacks (4). In one case, on ® Afri1, a bomb blast in a bazaar
outside Peshawar killed seven people, includind lyear-old girl, and injured four
other children, for which TTP claimed responsilyilitin another case, on
13 September 2011, TPP allegedly attacked a schoslin Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa,
killing four children.

143. Child casualties as a result of landmines athé@r explosive devices remained
a serious concern in 2011. The majority of the edtses were reported in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa and the Federally Administered Tribagas, including the killing of
30 children (25 boys and 5 girls) and injuring & éhildren (29 boys and 20 girls).

144. Throughout the year, schools continued to bectly targeted by armed
groups in bomb and improvised explosive deviceckisaresulting in 152 incidents
of partial or complete destruction of school fao#ls in the Federally Administered
Tribal Areas and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. According he tFederally Administered
Tribal Areas Department of Education, a total numbg73 schools were damaged
in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas, wittetremainder occurring in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa. In a double attack on 20 December 281Charsadda District, a
Government primary school for girls and a primachcol for boys were blown up.
In neighbouring Mohmand Agency, TTP claimed respoifitsy for the attack,
reportedly to avenge military operations in theioggand in opposition to secular
and girls’ education.

145. With regard to the abduction of children, iasvreported that on 31 August
2011 at least 27 boys from Bajaur Agency were abetl@along the border with
Afghanistan by armed militants of TTP. Seventeeitdchn under the age of 10 were
released by TTP and two other boys managed to esdapving at least eight
children with TTP. The remaining children are be&d to be in the neighbouring
Kunar Province in Afghanistan.

146. On 10 January 2012, the Governor of KhyberhRakkhwa launched a child
protection policy in the Federally Administered Bal Areas, implementing a plan
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for protective services and child protection units all Federally Administered
Tribal Areas Agencies. The Malakand-based Sabaoahabilitation and
reintegration programme for children taken into tody by the Pakistan security
forces for alleged association with armed groupseieed 29 new cases in 2011,
bringing the total number of children in the Sabad®entre to 170; 102 of these
children have been reintegrated into their familiesluding two girls.

Philippines

147. An increase was noted in the recorded numbenses of recruitment and use
of children by armed groups in 2011 (54 childrenpmpared with 2010
(24 children). The country task forces on monitgriand reporting documented
26 incidents, involving 33 boys and 21 girls. O&tmumber, the country task force
verified two incidents, involving two boys and fogirls aged between 14 and 17,
attributed to the New People’'s Army (NPA). The Mordamic Liberation Front
(MILF) was implicated in two verified incidents, vnlving seven boys, who were
armed and performing military functions. AlthoudtetUnited Nations currently has
no access to the areas under control of the Bangsafslamic Freedom Movement
(BIFM), a breakaway faction of MILF led by commamd&ato”, the country task
force received reports that the armed group hadddm within its ranks. Four
incidents, involving six boys aged between 13 afdy&ars, were attributed to the
Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG). Reports indicate that AS&edi children as combatants
against Armed Forces of the Philippines targetst these cases could not be
verified owing to security concerns.

148. A number of incidents of association of chéldrand/or false labelling of
children as NPA combatants were attributed to ARl ¢he Citizen Armed Force
Geographical Units, its associated paramilitary upa The country task force
verified six cases, involving at least 12 boys &hdirls aged between 10 and 17.
There were also allegations that as part of thelemgntation of the new Internal
Peace and Security PlaBgyanihan children were used for military intelligence by
AFP and its associated Units. There have also begorts of four cases of detention
by AFP and the Units, involving two boys aged 13 417, and two girls aged 6 and
14, as part of counterinsurgency operations.

149. During the reporting period, children contiduéo be victims of bomb
explosions, shootings, explosive remnants of wat amprovised explosive device
attacks. Although fewer encounters took place betw&overnment security forces
and MILF, fighting with other armed groups, incladi NPA, ASG and private
militia remained relatively unchanged compared wvthie previous reporting period.
In 2011, 44 incidents of killing and maiming of tdvien were recorded, signifying
an increase in the number of child casualties. Tywsix children, including
16 boys and 10 girls, were reportedly killed, addchildren, including 21 boys and
20 girls, were reportedly maimed. Of those incidgentine implicated AFP and the
Citizen Armed Force Geographical Units, five implied MILF, three implicated
ASG and one implicated NPA. Twenty-seven incidewesre attributed to private
militia and unknown perpetrators. It is importaot note that violations allegedly
committed by armed groups, in particular ASG andANRre more difficult to
verify, as few primary sources are willing to cofieeward, and the United Nations
has restricted access to the concerned areasdarigereasons.
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150. There was a significant increase in incidexftecting schools and hospitals in
2011. During the reporting period, a total numbdr52 cases were recorded.
Twenty-seven cases, of which 16 were verified, watgibuted to AFP and its
associated Citizen Armed Force Geographical Unitgluding one incident of
military use of a health centre, one incident ofchool being burned during an
airstrike operation, and 14 incidents of militargeuof schools in the course of
counterinsurgency operations.

151. The remainder of the recorded incidents odckis on schools and hospitals
were attributed to MILF (6), NPA (4), ASG (3) andiknown perpetrators (12).

During the clashes between MILF and the breakaveayidn BIFM in August 2011,

the country task force verified that two schoolsrevaised and another partially
destroyed during the fighting. An increase was aldoserved of improvised

explosive devices being planted by NPA and othetnemvn perpetrators near and
on school grounds, targeting AFP detachments.

152. Throughout the reporting period, 13 incideatsabduction of children have

been recorded, involving at least 12 boys and & caged between 4 and 17. A
pattern of kidnap-for-ransom activity to financered groups was observed in the
conflict-affected regions of Mindanao. ASG was itlBad as perpetrator in three

incidents of abduction of children, involving threeys, and MILF was identified in

one incident, involving a 7-year-old girl. Nine neoincidents, involving at least

seven boys and five girls following similar modugeoandi were recorded, but the
perpetrators remain unknown.

Sri Lanka

153. During the reporting period, the security atian in the country stabilized,
gradually moving towards an early recovery. Howevassistance for the most
vulnerable families in the north remained a chajkenThere continued to be a heavy
military presence, and the civil administrationims need of further strengthening.
The Government stated that this would be a priofflye implementation of these
commitments as well as the recommendations of tlessans Learned and
Reconciliation Commission, including on children,illwpositively contribute
towards post-conflict efforts.

154. No new cases of recruitment of children by edngroups have been reported
since October 2009. However, the whereabouts of3 ¢hildren of a total of 6,905
who had been recruited by the Liberation TigersTamil Eelam (LTTE) remains
unknown, and the location of five boys previousgcruited by the Tamil Makkal
Viduthalai Pulikal (TMVP), three of which have beémced to the forces of Inya
Bharathi, is also unknown. The Government of Srinka has been actively
following up on these allegations. The National I@hProtection Authority has
undertaken an independent investigation and madsomenendations to the
Government of Sri Lanka which are being pursuedtty Criminal Investigation
Division of the police. To date, no prosecution haen initiated.

155. Since 2008, three rehabilitation centres haeen in operation, providing
education, care, psychosocial support and reuritina assistance to children
associated with LTTE, TMVP and Inya Bharathi. ToteJa594 children aged
between 12 and 18 years, including 364 boys and @88, have completed the
rehabilitation programme and have been reunitech witeir families. However,
recent community awareness programmes have revehétda number of children
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formerly associated with armed groups have not s@ee reintegration programmes,
including a trend of underreporting of girls. Theuatry task forces on monitoring
and reporting is engaging with the Government ontked to identify the possible
reintegration needs of these individuals.

156. In December of 2009, the Vavuniya Governmegeért and the Probation and
Child Care Commissioner (Northern Province) jointgstablished the Family
Tracing and Reunification Unit for unaccompaniedd aseparated children, with
UNICEF support. At the time of writing, 736 tracingpplications had been
registered concerning children, the majority of whavere recruited by LTTE. To
date, 139 children have been matched and referoethé Unit for tracing and
verification, of which 42 have been reunited witteir family members.

157. The Government of Sri Lanka has made headwape evacuation of school
premises in the reporting period, vacating four otifive schools recorded in my
previous report. However, one school in Poonahilinkchchi District, remains in

use by the Sri Lankan Army. The Government hasdatdid that the school will be
vacated by May 2012. | remain concerned that l4itaeddhl schools in Mullaitivu,

Kilinochchi and Jaffna districts continue to be ddgy Sri Lankan security forces,
although these areas are not opened for civiliaurne

Southern border provinces of Thailand

158. Although no exact figures are available, ctdid continued to be victims of
attacks by armed groups against Government oficisécurity forces and civilians
in the four southern border provinces of Thailaidia, Pattani, Narathiwat and
Songkhla. On 3 February 2011, for example, armesdiéents reportedly opened fire
on a group of civilians in Panare district, Patt&movince, killing five people and
injuring four others, including a 12-year-old boyn another incident, on

16 September 2011, three bombs exploded at 30-mimaervals in different public

places in Sungai Kolok district, Narathiwat prowvencreportedly killing five

civilians, including a 3-year-old girl, and injudn another 115 people. On
1 February 2011, members of a family in Rueso distivala Province, including a
15-year-old girl and a 7-year-old boy, were repdiyeexecuted by armed assailants.

159. During the reporting period, armed groups reggdly continued to carry out

targeted attacks against schools, teachers ancemsttsidpurportedly because they
were perceived as a symbol of Government authoritye practice of having

Government soldiers present on some school groundshe southern border

provinces to provide protection is also worrisordm 28 September 2011, various
sources reported that 18 members of a uniformededrgroup attacked Ban Lamoh
school in Rueso district, Narathiwat Province. Tdwehmen reportedly opened fire
on soldiers waiting to escort teachers home, ldllione 7-year-old child in the

crossfire. In another incident, on 19 July 201Xethstudents were allegedly injured
when a motorcycle bomb exploded in front of a sdhimoBannang Sata district,

Yala Province.

160. Armed groups were also allegedly responsilde the killing of at least
31 Government teachers and educational personndleisouthern border provinces
during 2011. All reported incidents follow a sinmtlanodus operandi characterized
by a combination of hit-and-run attacks and the wfeimprovised explosive
devices. On 15 January 2011, a teacher at DechayRaukul in Muang district,
Pattani Province, was reportedly killed in a drivge-shooting. In another case, on
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25 July 2011, five teachers were reportedly injureé bomb attack at the entrance
of Ban Lamud School in Muang district, Yala Prownc

161. Reports continue to indicate that childrentl®e southern border provinces
were targeted for recruitment by armed groups, thad these children were used in
a variety of roles, including for intelligence gating, diversion tactics and arson
attacks. The United Nations has also received atiegs of association of children
with the Chor Ror Bor (village defence volunteerShese reports indicated that
children were engaged by the Chor Ror Bor to patibthges, man checkpoints and
identify police suspects.

162. The Government of Thailand has taken posidedon to protect children in
the southern border provinces. The Government madeasing efforts to prevent
the involvement of children with armed groups untlee guidance of the Plan for
the Development of the Five Southern Border Progn8pecial Areas (2009-2012),
as well as the Educational Development Plan in Swthern Border Provinces
(2010-2012). It should also be noted that, on 19%ilAg011, the Government
amended its 2008 regulation on the Chor Ror Boretplicitly prohibit the
recruitment of children below 18 years of age. tdition, the United Nations has
been informed that the Government is in the proadssetting up a Subcommittee
on the Protection and Development of Children apdt¥ to oversee and respond to
the situation of children in the southern bordes\pnces.

163. The United Nations country team in Thailands haformed my Special

Representative for Children and Armed Conflict thatis not in a position to

monitor, report or verify the aforementioned alldgas of violations against

children in the southern border provinces. It igrd#fore critical that the United
Nations country team be granted such access tedhthern border provinces that is
necessary to independently verify and report oegdt violations against children
in the region, as requested. | strongly encourdge Government of Thailand to
strengthen cooperation with the country team tobémauch access.

Yemen

164. The United Nations and its partners documettiedassociation of children to
the Yemeni armed forces and various armed groupsnbkrs of the Yemeni armed
forces indicated that children were in the rankstlod Republican Guard, and in
Sana’a and Taiz, were seen armed at military cheickp of the Yemeni armed
forces. In the districts of Khanfar and Zinjibar iAbyan Governorate, the
recruitment and use of children by the Yemeni arni@des and pro-Government
tribal militia to fight against Ansar Al-Shari’a/AQaida in the Arabian Peninsula
(AQAP) was observed, with many families enlistingeir children for financial

reasons.

165. The recruitment and use of children by theakasvay First Armoured Division
(FAD), led by defected General Ali Mohsen, was atkmcumented during 2011.
Children associated with FAD were seen carrying seturity duties in Sana’a.
Elements in FAD indicated to the United Nations tthmany children were
associated with the armed group. They also desdrihew FAD encouraged
voluntary enlistment among demonstrators in Cha®geare in Sana’a.
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166. In Sa’da, recruitment drives by the Al-Houtdimed group included the
targeting of children. New recruits, including drién, were seen manning
Al-Houthi checkpoints in Sa'da city and fighting naed tribal groups in
neighbouring Al-Jawf Governorate. In the distriofsKhanfar and Zinjibar in Abyan
Governorate, children were observed being recruitedmosques by the Ansar
Al-Shari’a/AQAP. One 15-year-old boy reportedly jed Ansar Al-Shari’a/AQAP
and was later killed during fighting in 2011.

167. A total of 159 children (138 boys and 21 gingere reportedly killed in 2011,
compared with 76 cases in 2010. The number of caildnaimed increased fourfold
to 363 (312 boys and 51 girls), from 79 in 2010.08frer 322 child demonstrators
(319 boys and 3 girls) reportedly suffered tear-gafocation. Most cases of killing
and maiming occurred in Sana’'a (47 killed and 14dimed), Taiz (27 killed and
112 maimed) and Aden (19 killed and 21 maimed).liKgl and maiming resulted
from, inter alia, children being fired upon alondsiadult demonstrators; proximity
to clashes between Government forces and opposgionps (including FAD and
armed tribal groups such as the Al-Ahmar group);imdiscriminate shelling by
Government forces or armed groups. While the veaiibn of perpetrators has been
challenging, some 76 per cent of the reported casesived by the United Nations
were attributed to Government forces (the RepubliGuard and Central Security
Forces) and pro-Government militias in Sana’'a, Taimd Aden. In Abyan
Governorate, 31 children were killed and 28 mainasda result of the fighting in
late May between Government forces and Ansar AlfBAQAP. Fourteen
children were reported killed and 29 children madhie Al-Houthi controlled areas
of Sa’da Governorate, mainly in the village of Dgmlaome to a (Sunni) Salafist
religious group, which was under siege by the (&hiiAl-Houthis in late 2011,
before an agreement was reached by the partiesntjweght children were killed
and nine maimed by mines or explosive remnants af wuring the reporting
period, including 18 children who were killed andirjured in an explosion at an
ammunitions factory in Abyan Governorate, in Mag0i1.

168. A surge in attacks on schools was recordedpdling 211 attacks on schools
affecting a total of 150 schools, including in San§130), Taiz (72), Abyan (7),

Hajja (1) and Sa’'da (1). Incidents against schaontduded looting; military use of

schools by armed forces (Republican Guard and @eStcurity Forces) and armed
groups (FAD and the Al-Ahmar group); shelling; a¢rbombardment; arson; and
intimidation. In Sana’a, at least 77 schools wettacked, the majority of which was
reported to have been carried out by armed groupsd s FAD and the Al-Ahmar

group. The operations of Al-Houthi in Hajjah decsed school attendance. Forty-
five schools were closed as a result of armed éomnénd violence. In total, the

schooling of some 200,000 children was disruptedQal.

169. In total, 23 attacks on hospitals and medipafrsonnel were reported,
including nine health-care facilities in Sana’a ahe killing of two medical staff in
Change Square, while they were reportedly assistimjgred demonstrators. In
Abyan, the Al-Razi Hospital was bombed, resultinghe maiming of two children.
Three hospitals in Abyan were allegedly used by-@avernment tribal militia. In
Taiz, four hospitals were reportedly attacked, unéhg Al-Thawrah Hospital, which
was used by the Republican Guards in October 204laabase for military
operations while patients were being treated. Itswabsequently attacked on
3 December 2011, allegedly by armed groups. In &attie only primary health
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centre in the As Safra district of Damaj was steelby Al-Houthi during the first
half of November of 2011; damage forced the cloafrthe centre.

170. In total, 46 incidents of denial of humanitari access for children were
reported. In addition to Al-Jawf Governorate, safed unhindered humanitarian
access in Abyan Governorate was impeded by fightieggveen Government forces
and the Ansar Al-Shari'a/AQAP. A siege by Al-Houtbn the village of Damaj,
Sa’'da Governorate, from October to December 20i&rudted the provision of
basic services, affecting 12,000 inhabitants. Meaitey Al-Houthi placed

conditions on humanitarian assistance in their askaontrol; some humanitarian
agencies completely withdrew from Sa'da Governorage a result. Sixty-seven
security incidents affecting humanitarian actors ravereported, perpetrated
predominantly by tribal armed groups and Al-Houthi.

Information on progress made by parties to canflict on
dialogue, action plans and the release of children

Afghanistan

171. On 30 January 2011, an action plan for thergmdon of underage recruitment
by the Afghan National Security Forces, includinghaxes on sexual violence and
killing and maiming in contravention of internati@nhumanitarian law, was signed
by the Government of Afghanistan and the Unitedidet, and witnessed by my
Special Representative for Children and Armed Gdonfl A working group
composed of Ministry representatives was estabtish® report on the
implementation of the Action Plan. A first compl@nreport was submitted to the
United Nations at the beginning of 2012.

172. Positive initiatives were taken by individualnistries in moving towards the
prevention of recruitment and use of children, @ndgress was noted in the course
of 2011. For example, the Ministry of the Intertoained more than 150 staff of the
Afghan National Police on age-assessment procedaneslaunched a nationwide
awareness-raising campaign for the prevention oflemage recruitment. The
Ministry of the Interior also initiated investigatis into 19 cases of alleged
underage recruitment into the Afghan National SaguForces. In the western
region, the Afghan National Police established @¢hdentres in four provincial
recruitment centres, which began systematicallyudioenting and rejecting attempts
by children to enlist. Also in compliance with thetion Plan, the Ministries of the
Interior and Defence have provided the United Nadiavith unimpeded access to
Afghan National Police and Afghan National Army reitment and training centres,
and the Ministry of Justice to detainees in juveniéhabilitation centres across the
country. Also, in line with the addendum to the et Plan, both the Ministry of the
Interior and the Minister of Defence issued direes to prevent the recruitment and
sexual abuse of children in the ranks of the AfgHdational Security Forces,
specifically stating sanctions for the perpetratoFsnally, the Government of
Afghanistan mapped all the programmes and legmtathat identified gaps and
enhanced implementation of the Action Plan. Thiforfis welcome as a step
towards full compliance with the Action Plan.
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173. However, the lack of regular follow-up withethUnited Nations on the
development of a comprehensive interministerialatetyy has delayed the full
implementation of the Action Plan, despite constinee engagement and initiatives
taken by individual ministries.

174. Limited access to certain areas and the fragat®en of armed groups
impeded dialogue on the recruitment and use ofdcéil. However, dialogue with
elders in communities has proven partially sucadssfn particular for the
reopening of schools and the safe access for huarégam assistance. It should also
be noted that the highest religious council, theema Shura issued a fatwa in
March 2011, which condemns child recruitment, &ta@gainst education and
killing and maiming in contravention of internat@nhumanitarian law.

Central African Republic

175. On 19 October 2011, APRD, which had releagguraimately 1,300 children

between 2009 and 2010, signed an action plan viighUnited Nations to end the
recruitment and use of children. On 20 Novemberpthar action plan on the
recruitment and use of children was signed by CRJH, withessed by my Special
Representative for Children and Armed Conflict. thermore, on 20 November, the
leader of UFDR, in dialogue with my Special Repraagive for Children and

Armed Conflict and my Special Representative in entral African Republic,

reiterated his commitment to release children revmgi in UFDR ranks, and

undertook to allow United Nations verification dfet presence of children. In 2007,
UFDR had signed an action plan to end recruitmard ase of children with the
United Nations.

176. Since the signing of the action plans, two lenpentation committees were
created with CPJP and UFDR, respectively, to owertee release of children.
Attempts to contact APRD leadership and put in plao implementation committee
failed following the arrest of the APRD leader. ther, owing to security
constraints, the United Nations was not able tdafyeghe absence of children in the
ranks of APRD.

177. In April 2011, the Government of the Centrdtidan Republic established an
Interministerial National Council on Child Protemti to support the development
and validation of new legislation, policies andaségies on child protection, as well
the reinforcement of data collection and profiliog different vulnerabilities to

which children are exposed in the country. In 20thle National Assembly ratified
the two Optional Protocols to the Convention on tReghts of the Child. The

Government has also drafted a child protection lavjch was being finalized in

2011.

178. During the reporting period, an estimated 40@dren were separated from
self-defence groups in the Ouham-Pende prefecture.

Chad

179. On 14 June 2011, an action plan to end theuitteent and use of children by
the Armée nationale tchadienne was signed in N'daanbetween the Government
of Chad and the United Nations, and withessed bySpegcial Representative for
Children and Armed Conflict. In the action planetiGovernment committed to
preventing underage recruitment in the Armée naterichadienne and associated
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forces by, inter alia, allowing United Nations ération of the presence of children
in their ranks, and criminalizing the recruitmemidause of children in armed
conflict under domestic law.

180. In August 2011, a committee of experts comgosé the Government, the
United Nations and civil society developed a roaapno guide the implementation
of the action plan, as well as terms of referermrefécal points in the Ministries of
Social Action and National Defence. The implemeiotatof the action plan remains
limited, despite advocacy by the country task ferosm monitoring and reporting,
representatives of the international community inha@ and my Special
Representative for Children and Armed Conflict.Hebruary 2012, the Ministries of
Social Action and National Defence nominated fopalints in their respective
Ministries to ensure, in cooperation with the UditBlations, the supervision and
monitoring of the implementation process.

181. During 2011, a total of 165 children formealysociated with armed forces and
groups, all boys, were supported in two transitiocere centres in N'djamena. Of
the 55 children separated from armed groups in 2601children between the ages
of 14 and 17 years (including 13 girls) were sepedafrom the Chadian armed
group Mouvement pour la démocratie et la justice Tahad, 4 children were

separated by the Armée nationale tchadienne frodPCBn armed group based in
the Central African Republic, and one child wasaeped from the Chadian armed
group Union des forces républicaines. The lattey bad been captured in 2010 but
was held for over 10 months in the prison of N'dgma before being handed over to
child protection actors.

Colombia

182. The Government voluntarily accepted the mampand reporting mechanism
pursuant to Security Council resolution 1612 (20@B) the condition that any
dialogue between my Special Representative fordzéi and Armed Conflict, the
United Nations country team or the country taskcés on monitoring and reporting
and illegal armed groups is possible only with greor and explicit consent of the
Government of Colombia. There was no contact olodjiae between the United
Nations system and non-State armed groups durieg#ériod covered by the report
on the preparation and implementation of actiompléo address grave violations
against children, delaying progress in the impletagan of resolution 1612 (2005).

183. During the reporting period, the Colombian titnde of Family Welfare
provided protection to 282 children (76 girls an@62boys) separated from
non-State armed groups. Of these, 207 were sephfiad; FARC-EP, 44 from ELN
and 24 from non-State armed groups that emergeer dfte demobilization of
paramilitary organizations, considered as crimigangs by the Government. In
2011, the Institute also provided protection toethchildren who had separated from
AUC, the Ejército Popular de Liberacion and thenfer Ejército Revolucionario
Guevarista. Children separated from other non-Saateed groups formed after the
demobilization of paramilitary organizations weret isystematically referred to the
Institute; some were referred to the Attorney GaligrOffice for prosecution. All
children, as victims, should be accorded the saereefits and protection, regardless
of the group that recruited or used them.

184. The Inter-Sectoral Commission for the prevemtof recruitment and use of
children by illegal armed groups, composed of 1¥agamental entities, continued
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activities aimed at the prevention of child recnuént, including supporting the
development of regional action plans on preventamd awareness-raising. The
Commission also addressed the prevention of canfétated sexual violence.
Coordination mechanisms for the prevention of réanant at the departmental and
municipal level were also established. The impacthe work of the Commission
would be reinforced by the strengthening of its rchieation and leadership role,
ensuring financial sustainability and by increasitsginstitutional capacity.

185. Other child protection activities conducted ttng Government of Colombia
include prevention measures adopted under the matiadevelopment plan,
“Prosperity for all”, endorsed by local authoritiés six departments to date; the
Colombian Institute of Family Welfare protectiondareintegration programme; and
the Office of the Human Rights Ombudsman early wagrsystem, operationalized
with help of the Inter-Institutional Early Warnir@ommittee.

186. As at 31 August, 1,448 cases of child recraittrhad been registered, out of a
total of 26,026 crimes confessed in the framewofkhe Justice and Peace Law
(Law 975). In December, the first conviction undieis legal framework was handed
down for the recruitment between 1997 and 2002 @8 8hildren in Antioquia and
Choco, by former AUC commander “El Aleman”.

Democratic Republic of the Congo

187. Despite entering its seventh year on my liStparties that commit grave
violations against children, the Government and BAR made little progress
towards the development and implementation of amioacplan to halt the
recruitment and use of children. Nevertheless, KMiaistries of Defence and of
Justice and Human Rights created a joint inter-starial committee/working group
to discuss an action plan to end recruitment arel afschildren by FARDC in line
with Security Council resolution 1612 (2005).

188. While some progress was made in separatingirelm from FARDC through

the security sector reform process, concerns reroaar the ineffectiveness of the
mechanisms to verify the ages of incoming recruitsther compounded by low
levels of birth registration.

189. In 2011, 1,244 children (1,226 boys and 18syiwere separated from armed
forces and groups, in North Kivu (69 per cent), ®oKivu (23 per cent) and
Orientale Province (7.6 per cent). Forty-two of tlehildren were foreigners
(40 Rwandans and 2 Ugandans). Three factors expiaen higher number of
documented releases in North Kivu: FARDC operaticagainst armed group
operations in the province; the comparatively higtesence of protection actors;
and the difficulty of accessing many locations imugh Kivu and Orientale
Province. In July 2011, General Kirikicho Mirimbapmmander of the Mai-Mai
Kirikicho armed group operating in South Kivu, madewritten commitment to
separate children from the ranks of his armed group

190. Most of the children separated during 2011 badn recruited and used by
FDLR, various Mai-Mai groups and FARDC. The majgrédscaped and approached
bases or partners of the United Nations OrganizaBtabilization Mission in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO) for assnce; others were
identified through MONUSCO screenings during FARDGegimentation”,
biometric registration and training events. Mosttbé 1,244 children released had
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been recruited before 2011 and had been assocwitedarmed forces and armed
groups between one and three years, correspondintheg 2008-2011 period of

increased hostilities between armed groups and FBR&» well as clashes between
armed groups such as CNDP and the Patriotes résistangolais (PARECO). It is

unclear whether the small number of girls separate011 reflects the extent of
girls’ association with armed forces or armed gmuChild protection actors

commonly identify girls long after they have separhfrom an armed force or

armed group.

Myanmar

191. Beginning in October 2010, the co-chairs o& tbountry task forces on
monitoring and reporting participated in seven nirggt to negotiate an action plan
with the Tatmadaw, including the integrated bordeard forces. Discussions on the
action plan were also held between my Special Raprative for Children and
Armed Conflict and the Myanmar delegation in Newrkauring September to
November 2011 and are ongoing. There has been mpumjress in the negotiation
process, and the country task force reported thist dptimistic that an action plan
will be signed in 2012. However, the country tas&rce and my Special
Representative for Children and Armed Conflict aleported that a number of
issues remain outstanding before this can be ddimds includes access of the
country task force to affected children, in parteouto military facilities and
prisons, and permission to have additional intdoretl staff for monitoring
purposes.

192. There was no dialogue with non-State actorsanduthe reporting period,
despite the fact that the issue has been pursuedighout the reporting period by
the co-chairs of the country task force at the bgthlevel. Access to vulnerable
groups in many areas of the country, including dtgh, continued to be challenging
for United Nations system agencies and other irt@omal humanitarian actors.
However, there was some progress by the end ofréporting period, as the
Government, in principle, has agreed to provide tmaintry task force with a
written assurance that once an action plan is signgh the Tatmadaw, it would
facilitate access to non-State armed groups. Thagef that access are yet to be
agreed. The country task force has advocated wiehGovernment to include the
protection of children in armed conflict as an im@amt aspect of any
comprehensive strategy to negotiate the transfaomaif ceasefire groups to border
guard forces or to resolve the conflict with KIA,NKIJ/KNLA, KNPP/KA and
SSA-S.

193. The country task force verified the releasel®® underage recruits, all boys,
from the Tatmadaw in 2011. Of these, 61 were reddamder the ILO forced labour
complaints mechanism. In 2011, the Government oaetil to regularly submit a list
of discharged children.

194. In addition to those formally released, theurtoy task force obtained
information from the Government of an additional 74potential new recruits
rejected at the recruitment unit screening betwdemuary and the end of September
2011 for the reason of being under 18 years of &tmwvever, despite increasing
visits to Tatmadaw recruitment units and trainircaols, it remained difficult for
the country task force to determine that theseivgtmeasures were consistently
applied. During informal discussions, Tatmadaw &gl have highlighted the
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conflicting pressure they are under, with instran8 to find new recruits often
taking precedence over the age restrictions oruignent.

195. Furthermore, arrests of underage recruits desérters” continued in 2011.
ILO documented a total of 22 children arrested ahdrged with desertion in 2011,
of whom three were released and discharged fromicser

196. New military instructions continued to be isduin 2011 on the prevention of
underage recruitment. The Government shared doctariadicating that, in 2011,
51 soldiers of the Tatmadaw were either warned, tha@ik pay and allowances cut,
received a serious reprimand or were demoted foruigment and use of children.
However, the country task force noted that, in neestes, the penalties meted out to
those convicted of underage recruitment were nohroensurate with the crimes
committed.

Nepal

197. A technical mission from the Office of my S ®Representative for Children
and Armed Conflict was undertaken in coordinatiofithwthe United Nations

Monitoring Team in Nepal, from 12 to 16 Decemberl20The purpose of the
mission was to advocate with the UCPN-M to fullyrgoly with the action plan and
to assist the Monitoring Team in this regard. Thisgion met with the UCPN-M

Chair, Pushpa Kamal Dahal “Prachanda”, senior Maaismy leaders, members of
the diplomatic community and members of the Govesntmof Nepal. A matrix of

UCPN-M compliance with the action plan was devebbpend shared with the
relevant Maoist leaders to help UCPN-M addressrdmaining challenges towards
full compliance.

198. Following the technical mission, a letter veasnt by the UCPN-M Chair to the
Maoist Army division commanders. The circular aci@dged some of the findings
of the Monitoring Team and requested the divisiammanders to fully comply
with the action plan. Subsequently, UCPN-M has tak&eps to suspend payments,
to cease providing housing and to encourage disfiehlminors to register for the
reintegration programme provided by the United Nasi. In the light of the above,
it has been determined that UCPN-M has come intiochmpliance.

Philippines

199. During her visit to the Philippines in ApriD21, my Special Representative
for Children and Armed Conflict met with the MILFeddership to discuss the
implementation of the action plan between MILF ahd United Nations, signed in
August 2009. It was agreed with MILF that the reégifon of children across the 21
base commands would be completed within nine mqgniitdle more determined

criteria on the degrees of association with theesdrgroup would be applied to the
identification of children. MILF reaffirmed its pdion that no child under the age
of 18 would be recruited or used, yet acknowledgleat children might become

involved through the community fabric.

200. The extension of the United Nations-MILF aotiplan remains pending. While
the MILF agreement in principle to continue withghamentation of the action plan
remains, the expiry of the action plan in July 2@fter two years of implementation
has been followed by a significant period of ingit}i. This period, from August
2011 to the present, coincided with the MILF withdmal from the peace talks with
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the Government of the Philippines, and an escataiinarmed skirmishes between
AFP, MILF and the breakaway BIFM. Direct communioat between the United
Nations and MILF resumed in December 2011, allowfag constructive dialogue
on the challenges to the complete registration lwfdcen associated with MILF.
This dialogue is expected to result in the sign@igan addendum on the extension
of the action plan within the first quarter of 2012

201. The National Democratic Front of the Philipggn(NDFP), the political front

of NPA, agreed on 7 April 2011 to meet for talkstbe possibility of an action plan
with the United Nations to prevent and halt theru@tenent and use of children. In
January 2012, with the knowledge of the Governnadrihe Philippines, a technical
team from the United Nations met with members & NDFP negotiating panel for
an initial discussion. NDFP continues to deny tRN&®A has any children in its ranks,
and claims to have a policy of no underage recreittnNDFP requested more time
for internal consultation and committed to contirugrotection dialogue with the
United Nations.

202. Owing to the security risks involved, the WmitNations has not been able to
engage with ASG to date.

203. During her field visit in April 2011, my SpedtiRepresentative for Children
and Armed Conflict was able to gain the commitmehthe Department of National
Defense and AFP to develop a strategic plan forptagection of children affected
by armed conflict. This strategy aims to addressiceons surrounding the
association of children with AFP paramilitary uniiscluding the Citizen Armed
Force Geographical Units, by ensuring child pratatttraining for AFP personnel,
the establishment of vetting procedures at thelldeeel, and the secondment of
international specialized staff to the AFP HumagiRs Office.

Somalia

204. While the implementation of the recommendatiaf the Security Council
Working Group on children and armed conflict wadaged owing to a change of
Government in 2011, the political commitment of pwst-June 2011 Government to
end grave violations against children by the Traoeal Federal Government was
encouraging. A number of important steps have ltakan. In July, the Transitional
Federal Government issued General Order No. 1, Wwhinderlined that the
recruitment and use of children by members of SoiNational Security Forces was
a violation of national law and the Code of Condwdtthe armed forces. In
November, during a mission of my Special Repregérdggor Children and Armed
Conflict to Mogadishu, the Transitional Federal @avment appointed military and
civilian focal points to interact with the countmtask forces on monitoring and
reporting, including on the development of an actpdan to address recruitment and
use of children by Transitional Federal Governmé&ntes. Procedures to ensure
that children are screened during recruitment esesc and are separated on an
ongoing basis from the Transitional Federal Govesnimforces will be the
cornerstone of the action plan that the Transitidrederal Government will develop
with United Nations support. Engagement with Al-8hab on the protection of
children was not possible during the course ofytbar.
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South Sudan

205. The country task forces on monitoring and répg was formally established
in September 2011, following the independence ofutBoSudan and the
establishment of the United Nations Mission in $o8udan (UNMISS). Following
consultations, a new action plan was signed byGbeernment of South Sudan on
13 March 2012 during the visit of my Special Repmsative for Children and
Armed Conflict. SPLA has continuously granted ascés military barracks or
training centres for child protection actors to ifyerthe presence of children.
Following the August 2010 establishment of the SPCAild Protection Unit at
SPLA headquarters, such units have been establishesven other SPLA divisions.

206. SPLA offered the rebel militia groups in SouBudan amnesty if they
surrendered and accepted integration into SPLA iwith certain deadline. Three
armed groups (allied to David YauYau, Peter Gatdetl the late Gatluak Gai)
accepted that arrangement. The children associaidd those three groups were
released prior to integration.

207. Four military orders were issued during thporéing period by SPLA for the

immediate release of all children and for haltingracruitment and use of children
within SPLA. As a result, seven military barracksbmitted the names of 392 boys
who were released from SPLA.

208. As part of the programme for release and egjrdtion of children associated
with armed forces or groups in South Sudan, a tota352 children (351 boys and
1 girl) were registered by the South Sudan DisarewmDemobilization and

Reintegration Commission in 2011. Of these, 272 lfalys) were released through
the disarmament, demobilization and reintegratioogpamme in 2011. Some 255
children were reunited and received reintegratiasistance. In addition, 210
children released in 2010 continued to receivesagsce during 2011.

Sri Lanka

209. In relation to the continued listing of theygnBharathi faction and in response
to efforts by the Government of Sri Lanka to impksmthe recommendations of the
Working Group of the Security Council on childrendaarmed conflict, a United
Nations Headquarters compliance mission visited L%mka in January 2012. The
mission found that the Government had undertakeiose efforts to locate the five
children allegedly still associated with the Inyadathi faction. Upon the request
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Nation CHWilProtection Authority undertook
initial investigations, which were subsequently dad over to the Criminal
Investigation Division of the Police for further viastigation. In addition, on
7 January 2012, additional enquiries were undertadke the Secretary of Justice in
the presence of the Director General for the Unit¢éations of the Ministry of
External Affairs and local authorities directly witinya Bharathi. Mr. Bharathi
denied the charges. The mission was able to veh& the police had approached
the families and witnesses in the cases and thossstigations continue. There has
been no obtained evidence suggesting that Mr. Bharpossesses a chain of
command over the aforementioned cases. The UnitatoMs in Sri Lanka will
continue to monitor and report on the case.

210. In view of the efforts of the Government tweéstigate the whereabouts of the
remaining children allegedly still associated withe Inya Bharathi faction, and
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their compliance with previous action plan commitrtteeand the recommendations
of the Working Group on children and armed confleid the special envoys of my
Special Representative for Children and Armed Confin Sri Lanka, | have
delisted the Inya Bharathi faction from the annexes

Sudan

211. In 2011, progress was made in discussionsderiwhe United Nations and the
Sudanese Armed Forces on the preparation of a iowsd action plan. Discussions
began during the course of the year with SLA/Ab@Vdhid to establish an action
plan to end the recruitment and use of children. aladition, SLA/Historical
Leadership submitted a written commitment to theitéth Nations to end the
recruitment and use of children in Darfur.

212. During the reporting period, 255 former chddldiers, including 94 young
adults and 164 below 18 years of age, were regidtér North and West Darfur by
the North Sudan Disarmament, Demobilization and nRgjration Commission.
They had been formerly associated to JEM/Peace Wahg\/Mustapha Terab and
Liberals and Reform Movement (LRM). Separately, 8ieA/Historical Leadership
shared a list of 120 children associated with thggrioup in South Darfur with the
United Nations for registration with the Commissidon Blue Nile, 353 children, all
of them boys between 13 and 17 years old, wereasel@ between 30 December
2010 and April 2011 from SPLA and registered by @mmmission.

213. During the reporting period, there were eneging signs of progress in the
area of juvenile justice. In my previous reportncerns were raised over the death
sentence imposed against four children who allegéatbk part in a JEM attack on a
convoy of the Government of the Sudan in Sanyi Affunn 2010 (see A/65/820-

S/2011/250, para. 150). On 20 June 2011, the Supr@ourt of the Sudan handed
down a ruling dismissing the death sentence impdsethe Court in Nyala, South

Darfur, and ordered a retrial, citing failure tdléov the established legal procedures
necessary to guarantee a fair trial.

214. The country task force on monitoring and reingr registered progress by the
Government to address rape cases with the operimgvestigations by the police
that resulted in the arrest of 16 alleged perpetrtincluding Government officials.
In addition, the Government of the Sudan and theetation and Justice Movement
signed the Agreement on the adoption of the Dohaubwent for Peace in Darfur,
on 14 July. The Doha Document contains provisidret tomprehensively address
the causes of the conflict in Darfur and assistaohdressing violations against
children.

Yemen

215. In May 2011, the Government of Yemen issuedtaement expressing its
commitment to end the recruitment and use of chitdrin follow up to the
recommendations of the universal periodic reviewyefnen by the Human Rights
Council, a decree on the same matter was issuetthdysovernment in November.
In August 2011, in response to my 2010 report oiddedn and armed conflict and
the listing of two Yemeni parties, the Minister d&gal Affairs and the Higher
Council for Motherhood and Childhood reaffirmedvmiting their commitment to
work with the United Nations on ending the use awmdruitment of children.
Defected General Ali Mohsen of FAD issued a decdredNovember 2011 for the
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release of 100 children. However, verification bistby the United Nations was not
possible in 2011. Following the signing of the GWboperation Council (GCC)-
brokered agreement in November, a military affasiegurity and stability committee
was formed with a mandate to rehabilitate combatavtio do not meet conditions
for service with the armed forces. The United Nasiobegan working with the
Committee to develop a concrete, time-bound actan to end the use and
recruitment of children in the armed forces of Yame

216. No progress was made in 2011 on the releasaildfren from pro-Government
militia. In November 2011, in response to the unéad periodic review
recommendations on Yemen, the Government entrustedvinister of Legal Affairs
to form a committee to conduct independent and sparent investigations into
allegations of human rights violations committedidg the civil unrest that started in
February 2011. However, progress has been slowisltexpected that this
recommendation will be implemented with the estgbiient of a new transitional
Government following the signing of the GCC initied. The Higher Council for
Motherhood and Childhood has, since the inceptidnthe civil unrest, raised
awareness and advocated against the use and ejitof children, including
through the media.

217. Dialogue with the Al-Houthi armed group on\gaviolations against children
and the development of an action plan to end récrent and use was not possible
during the reporting period.

Follow-up to specific requests in Security Concil resolution
1998 (2011)

Communications with sanctions committees

218. Following a briefing by my Special Represeiv@atfor Children and Armed

Conflict on the situation of conflict-affected ctiien in Somalia, the Security
Council Sanctions Committee pursuant to resoluti@gbd (1992) and 1907 (2009)
concerning Somalia and Eritrea expanded in Julyl2@4& sanctions designation
criteria to include grave violations against chddr including recruitment and use,
killing and maiming, sexual violence, abductiontaeks on schools and hospitals
and forced displacement in Somalia. My Special Reentative for Children and
Armed Conflict continued to work closely with ther@aip of Experts established to
monitor the implementation of the sanctions regifimethe Democratic Republic of

the Congo.

219. This brings to four the number of sanctionsmotttees that now have
designation criteria on grave violations againstildien (Co6te d’lvoire, the

Democratic Republic of the Congo, Somalia and thedah). Other sanctions
regimes involving individuals or entities that comngrave violations against
children — in particular those against Al-Qaida a&he Taliban — are encouraged
to include designation criteria for grave violatsoagainst children.

220. The expansion of the sanctions architecture gopave violations against
children is a significant step. The threat of s@&nmts sends a powerful signal to
parties that perpetrate grave violations, and hatributed to greater compliance
with the Security Council agenda on children anched conflict. Further efforts are
necessary to ensure that sanctions are imposedsgagrpetrators. To this end, the
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Working Group of the Security Council on childrendaarmed conflict and my
Special Representative for Children and Armed Gotfire encouraged to increase
transmission of specific information on alleged petrators to existing sanctions
committees.

Options for increasing pressure on persistent p@etrators

221. Of grave concern is the unacceptably high, gmoadving, number of persistent
perpetrators of grave violations against childristeld in the annexes to my report.
In the present report, 32 persistent perpetratorghat is, parties that have been
listed for grave violations against children fovdiyears or more — are listed, of
which seven are Government security forces. Whiloress by some persistent
perpetrators to address the commission of gravéatiams are welcome, further
decisive and immediate action is needed to halsgéhgolations, and to ensure that
persistent perpetrators are brought to account.

222. A number of actions could be considered. Fifatther linkages could be

developed with the Security Council sanctions reggmin addition to the expansion
of designation criteria on grave violations agaiaktldren to all relevant sanctions
regimes, consideration could be given to ways bycllsanctions may be imposed
in contexts for which there is no existing sancia@ommittee, possibly beginning

with relevant situations on the agenda of the Cduiecondly, high-level attention

by the Council to the question of persistent pemgiers is warranted with a view to

develop concrete measures, including specific clhasons on persistent

perpetrators. Thirdly, progressive and incremem@lasures could be taken by the
Working Group on children and armed conflict, wittie support of my Special

Representative for Children and Armed Conflict,d®velop close cooperation with

national and international courts to address ptsisperpetrators who have not
taken concrete steps to halt grave violations.

Information on the criteria and procedures used ér listing and delisting parties
to conflict in the annexes to the annual report ofthe Secretary-General on
children and armed conflict, in line with Security Council resolution 1998 (2011)

Authority

223. In paragraph 3 of its resolution 1998 (201hge Security Council requested
the Secretary-General to include in the annexdgg@nnual reports on children and
armed conflict those parties to conflict that engag recurrent attacks on schools
and/or hospitals, and/or recurrent attacks or ttsred attacks against protected
persons in relation to schools and/or hospitalssituations of armed conflict,

bearing in mind all other violations and abusesimastachildren, and noted that
paragraph 3 would apply to situations in accordaw@td the conditions set out in

paragraph 16 of its resolution 1379 (2001).

224. In paragraph 22 (a) of its resolution 1998 1(PQ the Security Council
requested the Secretary-General to attach to tpsrtea list of parties to armed
conflict on the agenda of the Council or in othéuations, in accordance with
paragraph 19 (a) of its resolution 1882 (2009) pacagraph 3 of its resolution 1998
(2011).

225. Paragraph 22 (d) of its resolution 1998 (201the Security Council also
requested the Secretary-General to include in Bi2report on children and armed
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conflict information on the criteria and proceduresed for listing and delisting
parties to armed conflict in the annexes to hisquéc reports, bearing in mind the
views expressed by all the members of the Workimgup on children and armed
conflict during informal briefings.

Specific listing and delisting criteria

226. The concepts of “school” and “hospital” incudll educational and medical
facilities, determined by the local context, inciligl informal facilities of education
and health care. An attack on a school or hospghat has retained its civilian
character constitutes a violation of internatiohamanitarian law. In addition, even
in cases where attacks on schools and/or hospitals not result in child casualties,
they may affect children through the disruption educational and/or medical
services.

227. Under international humanitarian law, schoalsd hospitals are protected
civiian objects and therefore benefit from the nmiples of distinction,
proportionality and precautions. For the purposéslisting, attacks on schools
and/or hospitals include direct attacks againsinias well as indiscriminate attacks,
resulting in damage to or destruction of theseliids or which have the effect of
impeding the ability of a school or hospital to &ion and/or placing children at
risk, and acts of looting of these protected faigii. The country task forces on
monitoring and reporting will continue to monitond report on other concerns,
including the military use of schools, althoughdides not constitute a trigger for
listing.

228. Threats of attacks against protected persaonseiation to schools and/or

hospitals include a declaration of intention oredetination to inflict harm, whether

physical or moral, related to the provision of edtien or medical assistance. For
the purpose of listing, these threats need to bedibie and the consequences
plausible.

229. Protected persons in relation to schools andhwspitals refer to
schoolchildren, teachers, medical personnel andcavilians involved in education
or medical assistance, unless and for such time¢ $lhiah persons are directly
participating in hostilities. For listing purposethese attacks against protected
persons need to have a link with the act of teagt@nd/or the provision of health
care.

230. The references to “recurrent” attacks on sthoand/or hospitals and
“recurrent” attacks or threats of attacks againsitgcted persons in relation to
schools and/or hospitals suggest that such attackhireats of attacks have been
committed several times, which, as such, excludegls, isolated incidents or the
random conduct of an individual acting alone.

231. Recruitment and use of children, killing andaiming of children in
contravention of applicable international law, arape and other forms of sexual
violence against children, will continue to be thasis for listing and delisting, in
conformity with past practice and my 2010 report drildren and armed conflict
(S/2010/181), and in line with applicable intermatal law.

232. A party listed on the basis of Security Colimesolutions 1539 (2004), 1612
(2005), 1882 (2009) and/or 1998 (2011) will be d&ddl on conditions specified in
paragraphs 178-180 of my 2010 report on childresh @amed conflict (ibid.).
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Security Council Working Group visit to Afghanistan

233. The Working Group of the Security Council dmildren and armed conflict,
led by the German Chair, visited Afghanistan fromtal 9 June 2012, at the
invitation of the Government. The purpose of thsitviwas to follow up on the
implementation of the action plan signed betweesm @overnment of Afghanistan
and the United Nations, in January 2011, with theppse of ending the recruitment
and use of children, as well as sexual violence miatted by the Afghan National
Security Forces. During the visit, the Working Gpowas able to assess first-hand
the impact of attacks on schools and hospitalsfenltves of Afghan children in
preparation of Security Council resolution 1998 20 In addition, the Working
Group followed up on recommendations made in itsictasions of May 2011
(S/AC.51/2011/3). The Working Group met with seni@overnment officials,
religious leaders, the International Security Atmige Force (ISAF), United
Nations representatives, as well as civil sociaytipers and children affected by the
conflict.

234. The Security Council delegation was encouradwd the efforts of the
Government of Afghanistan to implement the actiotanp including the
Government’s commitments to secure the full compimof its forces. The Working
Group also received assurances from the ISAF Conderawith regard to support
for the implementation of the action plan in itpaaity-building activities with the
Afghan National Security Forces and cooperatiorhwite monitoring and reporting
process, as well as commitments with regard to sst¢e child detainees in Parwan
detention facility.

First judgment at the International Criminal Cour t

235. On 14 March 2012, the International Criminabu@ (ICC) delivered its
verdict in the caseProsecutor vs. Thomas Lubanga DyildMr. Lubanga was
convicted for the war crime of conscripting andistihg children under the age of
15 into the Forces patriotiques pour la libérataun Congo, and for making them
participate actively in hostilities. This was thew@t’s first judgment on the issue of
child recruitment and sets important internatiojuaisprudence for future cases.

236. In 2008, my Special Representative for Chitdesxd Armed Conflict filed an
amicus curiae before the International Criminal @owrguing for a broad
interpretation of the term “participate actively liostilities” in article 8 (2) (b) (xxvi)
of the Rome Statute to ensure justice and protecho all children associated with
armed forces or armed groups. The Court in its joegt stated: “as regards the
offence of using children under the age of 15 tdipigpate actively in hostilities, the
Chamber has concluded that this includes a widegeaof activities, from those
children on the front line (who participate dirggtthrough the boys and girls who are
involved in a myriad of roles that support the catants [...] The decisive factor is
whether the support provided by the child to thenbatants exposed him or her to
real danger as a potential target”. The Court makedistinction between “direct
participation in hostilities”, which determines cbatant status under international
humanitarian law and “actively participating in hiiges”, which is the criteria used
for the recruitment of children, holding that ttegtér is to be interpreted broadly. The
Chamber accepted the approach adopted by the Raedmamber and suggested by
my Special Representative for Children and ArmedfCa that “conscription” and
“enlistment” are both forms of “recruitment”, inahthey refer to the incorporation of
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protection for all children associated with armedcks or armed groups.
V. Recommendations
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237. | welcome the signing of action plans by tHglfan National Security Forces
in Afghanistan, the Armée nationale tchadienne had, SPLA in South Sudan, and
APRD and CPJP in the Central African Republic, adlwas the progress made by
parties in releasing children, and in addressingumnity for perpetrators through
investigations and prosecutions. | strongly urgetipa who have been listed in my
annual reports for recruitment and use of childdding and maiming of children,
sexual violence against children and/or attackssolmools and hospitals, and who
have not concluded action plans to do so withodayein conjunction with the
respective country task forces on monitoring anbréng.

238. With an increase of action plans signed amteumegotiation, | urge the donor
community to address, as a matter of priority, thending gaps for the

implementation of action plans, including the monibtg of compliance with action

plans, and sustainable, long-term reintegratiordses children formerly associated
with armed forces or armed groups, including ecoitomintegration.

239. | encourage the Member States concerned tavalidependent access to the
United Nations for the purposes of monitoring amgbarting on grave violations
against children, and facilitate contact betweea tUnited Nations and non-State
armed groups to ensure broad and effective pratactor children, including for
purposes of concluding action plans in accordanitk &ecurity Council resolutions
1539 (2004), 1612 (2005), 1882 (2009) and 1998 1204s well as undertaking
specific commitments and measures to address allegviolations against children.
Such contact will not prejudge the political or égtatus of those non-State armed
groups.

240. The Security Council is encouraged to putéasing pressure on those parties
who are persistent perpetrators of grave violatiagainst children and are listed in
my annual reports, and to continue consideringagelication of targeted measures.
These measures include the establishment of linkagigh the Security Council
sanction regimes; the development by the Councilotifer concrete measures,
including specific consultations on persistent marators; and the close cooperation
with national and international courts to addresssjstent perpetrators who have
not taken concrete steps to halt grave violations.

241. | urge the Security Council to ensure thatcéfpeprovisions for the protection

of children continue to be included in all relevam@andates of United Nations
peacekeeping operations, as well as political amalcpbuilding missions, including
by means of the deployment of child protection advs in accordance with the
Child Protection Policy of the Department of Peamsking Operations. The need
for child protection capacity in all situations ntemed in the present report,
including in situations where there is no peacekegmr political mission, should

also be systematically addressed. Child protectioncerns should be reflected in
all United Nations planning instruments and proess$ncluding budget provisions,
technical assessment, review missions and repotttset Council.
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242. Reports of child casualties in the course dftany operations, including the

use of explosive weapons, aerial bombardments amched, continue to be of

concern, and | remind all parties of their obligatiunder international human rights
law and international humanitarian law, in partimulthe principles of distinction

and proportionality and the duty to protect childrand prevent violations, to take
all necessary precautions to avoid civilian casealtl strongly urge them to ensure
that they continuously review tactical directives the better protection of children
during the conduct of military operations, and thdtitary and police personnel are
sensitized to the protection of children’s rightader national and international
laws.

243. | welcome the universal ratification campaighmy Special Representative
for Children and Armed Conflict, UNICEF and the @# of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights to encourage MemStates that have not
done so to sign and ratify the Optional Protocothhe Convention on the Rights of
the Child on the involvement of children in armeanflict. As important
mechanisms to strengthen national legal and pdlamneworks for the protection of
children, I call upon States parties to the Conimntand its Optional Protocol on
the involvement of children in armed conflict toplement recommendations by the
Committee on the Rights of the Child and to subtmitely reports under the
Optional Protocol.

VI. Lists in the annexes to the report

244. In the annexes to the present report, three paties to conflict are listed for
recruitment and use of children: SPLM-N, the Yemermed forces and the
breakaway FAD. Two parties have been delisted dftdrimplementation of the

action plan: the UCPN-M and the Inya Bharathi fanti Three parties have been
removed from the annexes as the armed groups ngetoexist and no violations
against children were reported during the reportiegiod: the Front nationaliste et
intégrationaliste (FNI), the Chadian armed oppositgroups and the Movement of
Popular Force for Rights and Democracy. One newyplaas been listed for killing

and maiming of children: the Syrian Government &wcFive parties have been
listed for attacks on schools and/or hospitals: Takban forces, FDLR, Al-Qaida in

Iraq, the Islamic State of Iraq and the Syrian Goweent forces. It is important to
note that for the present report parties can omyisted for incidents of attacks on
schools and/or hospitals that took place after Ad§1 in accordance with Security
Council resolution 1998 (2011). Thirty-two partiés conflict have been in the
annexes for at least five years and are therefonsidered persistent perpetrators.

245. It should be noted that the annexes do nbtthbsintries as such. The purpose
of the lists is to identify particular parties tordlict that are responsible for specific
grave violations against children. In that regatte names of countries are referred
to only in order to indicate the locations or stinas where offending parties are
committing the violations.
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Annex |

List of parties that recruit or use children, kill or maim
children, commit rape and other forms of sexual vience
against children, or engage in attacks on schoolsid/or
hospitals in situations of armed conflict on the agnda of the
Security Council, bearing in mind other violationsand
abuses committed against children

Parties in Afghanistan

1. Afghan National Police, including Afghan LocablRRe? This party has
concluded an action plan with the United Nationsime with Security Council
resolutions 1539 (2004) and 1612 (2005).

2. Haggani network®
Hezb-e-Islami of Gulbuddin Hekmatyar

4, Taliban forces, including the Tora Bora Frome ttamat Sunat al-Dawa Salafia
and the Latif Mansur Netwof®'¢

Parties in the Central African region (Central African Republic, Democratic
Republic of the Congo, South Sudan and Uganda)

Lord’s Resistance Army (LRAY®

Parties in the Central African Republic

1. Armée populaire pour la restauration de la rédigule et la démocratie
(APRD).2 This party has concluded an action plan with thetéd Nations in
line with Security Council resolutions 1539 (20@&)d 1612 (2005).

2. Convention des patriotes pour la justice etdaxCPJPY. This party has
concluded an action plan with the United Nationsime with Security Council
resolutions 1539 (2004) and 1612 (2005).

Front démocratique du peuple centrafricain (FIFPC
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRAJ®

Mouvement des libérateurs centrafricain poyuktice (MLCJ}

o o~ w

Self-defence militias supported by the Governtradrthe Central African
Republié

7. Union des forces démocratigues pour le rassemdaté (UFDR)? This party
has concluded an action plan with the United Naionline with Security
Council resolutions 1539 (2004) and 1612 (2005).

*

The parties which are underlined have been mdhnexes for at least five years and are therefore
considered persistent perpetrators.

2 Parties that recruit and use children.

P parties that kill and maim children.

¢ Parties that commit rape and other forms of sexi@ence against children.

¢ Parties that engage in attacks on schools and/spitals.
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Parties in Chad

1. Armée nationale tchadienne, including newly gitgded element$This party
has concluded an action plan with the United Nationline with Security
Council resolutions 1539 (2004) and 1612 (2005).

2. Justice and Equality Movement (JEM)

Parties in the Democratic Republic of the Congo

1. Forces armées de la Républiqgue Démocratiqueahg® (FARDC), including
integrated elements from various armed groups uithiclg the Congrés national
pour la défense du peuple (CNDP), formerly led lapitent Nkunda as well as
elements currently led by Bosco Ntagahta

2.  Forces démocratiques de libération du Rwanda b

3.  Front de résistance patriotique en lturi/Froopplaire pour la justice au
Congo (FRPI/FPJCY

4. Lord’s Resistance Army (LRAY

5. Mai-Mai groups in North and South Kivu, includithe Patriotes résistants
congolais (PARECG)*

Parties in Iraq
1. Al-Qaidain Irag™¢
2. Islamic State of Iraq (IS1f

Parties in Myanmar

1. Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA)

2. Kachin Independence Army (KIA)

3. Karen National Union/Karen National Liberationmy (KNU/KNLA) .2 This
party has sought to conclude an action plan withWhited Nations in line
with Security Council resolutions 1539 (2004) ar&l 2 (2005), but the United
Nations has been prevented from doing so by thee@ouent of Myanmar.

4. Karenni National Progressive Party/Karenni Ar(lNPP/KA).2 This party has
sought to conclude an action plan with the Uniteadidins in line with Security
Council resolutions 1539 (2004) and 1612 (2005},the United Nations has
been prevented from doing so by the Government pémnar.

5. Shan State Army South (SSA?2S)

6. Tatmadaw Kyi, including integrated border quéoce$
7.  United Wa State Army (UWSA)

Parties in Somalia
1. Al-Shabaab®

2. Transitional Federal Governm@&Aht
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Parties in South Sudan

1.
2.

Lord’s Resistance Army (LRAJ*®

Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLAJhis party has concluded an action
plan with the United Nations in line with Securi®pouncil resolutions 1539
(2004) and 1612 (2005).

Parties in the Sudan
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Justice and Equality Movement (JEM)

Justice and Equality Movement/Peace Wing (JEM&RaNiIng§

Popular Defense Forces (PDF)

Pro-Government militids

Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF)

Sudan Liberation Army (SLA)/Abdul Wakid

Sudan Liberation Army (SLA)/Free Will

Sudan Liberation Army (SLA)/Historical Leaderghi
Sudan Liberation Army (SLA)/Minni Minawi

Sudan Liberation Army (SLA)/Mother Wing (Abu §m)*

Sudan Liberation Army (SLA)/Peace Wing
Sudan Liberation Army (SLA)/Unity
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement North (SPN-

Sudan police forces, including the Border lidelnce Forces (BIF) and the

Central Reserve Police (CRP)

Parties in the Syrian Arab Republic

Syrian Government forces, including the Syrian Adnkeorces, the intelligence
forces and the Shabbiha militi&
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Annex |l

List of parties that recruit or use children, kill or maim
children, commit rape and other forms of sexual vience
against children, or engage in attacks on schoolsid/or
hospitals in situations of armed conflict not on tle agenda of
the Security Council, or in other situations, beamg in mind
other violations and abuses committed against chitdn*

Parties in Colombia

1. Ejército de Liberacién Nacional (ELN)

2. Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia €rdijp del Pueblo
(FARC-EP}

Parties in the Philippines

1. Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG)

2.  Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILFE) This party has concluded an action
plan with the United Nations in line with Securi®pouncil resolutions 1539
(2004) and 1612 (2005).

3. New People’s Army (NPA)

Parties in Yemen
1.  Al-Houthi rebel8
Breakaway First Armoured Division (FAD)

Pro-Government tribal militfa

P 0N

Yemeni armed forcés

12-32083

* The parties which are underlined have been mdhnexes for at least five years and are therefore
considered persistent perpetrators.
@ Parties that recruit and use children.
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