* o
*
* +*
* *
* o, *

i COUNCIL  CONSEIL
© __OFEUROPE _ DE L'EUROPE

ACFC/SR/11(2004)006

SECOND REPORT SUBMITTED BY ITALY
PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 25, PARAGRAPH 1
OF THE FRAMEWORK CONVENTION FOR
THE PROTECTION OF NATIONAL MINORITIES

i

(Received on 14 May 2004)



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY



FRAMEWORK CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF NATIONAL MINORITIES
SECOND MONITORING CYCLE

STATE REPORT BY ITALY

Part I — Practical agreement made at national leve! for following up the results
of the first monitoring cycle on the implementation of the Framework
Convention

a) 1. activities at national, regional and local level; 2. people involved; 3. publications.

Activities at national, regional and local level _

Italy has taken close account of the results of the first monitoring cycle on the implementation of
the Framework Convention in the actions taken in order to protect and promote linguistic
minorities. It is worthwhile mentioning also that law No 38 of 2001, which specifically protects the
Slovenian linguistic minority, states that "the measures of this law are inspired by the Framework
Convention on protection on national minorities (Strasbourg, 1% February 1995) and by the
principles enlisted by the European Chart of minority and regional languages (Strasbourg, 5™
November 1992)", thus clearly showing the value attached by Italy to the Framework Convention
and its inspiring principles.

Meanwhile law 482/99 has become more and more operational and financing of a great numbers of
projects at regional and at local level was activated in respect of all minorities included in the law.
In each case the local authorities prepared draft projects - which especially aims at creating
linguistic information points equipped by information technologies, and to form translators - that
are being financed by the National authorities, as provided by the law. (See the list of projects in the
attachment from p. 113, to p. 628)

Publications

lter alia

- Culture and pictures of the old established linguistic groups living in Italy (Walser, Mocheno,
Cimbre, Carinthian, Occitan, Croatian, Catalan, Grecanico, Albanian and Arbereshe speaking
groups), 2001 (*). ;

- Associations, cultural institutes and researchers involved in research activities in the field of
linguistic minorities settles in Italy ~ 2™ Report, 2002,

- Greek speakers m Calabria — History and cultural traditions, 2002 (*).

- The Arbereshe living in Italy — Culture and pictures of historical linguistic minority, 2003 (*).

- The Church and a group of linguistic minorities in Italy — 2°® Report (Arbereshe, Catalan,
Cimbre, Croatian, Greek, French, Franco-Provengal and Slovenian speaking minorities as well
as Gypsies), 2003.

- Greek speakers in Apulia — History, language and culture of Grecia Salentina, 2003.

- Study documents which have been subject of promotional initiatives involving Directors
General of regional school authorities, which the aim of broadening the knowledge of different
cultures in schools.

b) Activities of publicity of the first monitoring cycle documents.
Seminars:

- Rome, Presidency of the Council of Ministers, Department for Regional Affairs. 25" June 2003
"Linguistic diversity: an asset for Italy and Europe. The commitment of institutions towards the
implementation of relevant legislation”. First follow-up meeting on linguistic minorities




During the meeting, the results of the first monitoring cycle on the protection on national minorities
have been highlighted. Moreover the connections between the implementation of law No. 482/99
and the Framework Convention were examined, especially in the light of linguistic diversity.

- Rome, presidency of the Council of Ministers, department of regional Affairs, 16" March 2004,

"Minority languages in school and in public Italian administration: objectives and interventions

set up by local communities". Second follow-up meeting on linguistic minorities
The results of the first monitoring cycle were illustrated during the interventions by Mr Ellul, a
member of the Advisory Committee of the Council of Europe, and by Mr Scalia, representative of
the Italian Ministry of Interior. Mr Ellul explained how the mechanism monitoring works and how
it is applied to member States, while Mr Scalia focused on the fact that the Italian Government has
started up a monitoring action throughout the municipalities in order to know the situation of
Nomads populations. ‘

¢) Activities of participation of the civil society members for the :mplementatlon of the
Framework Convention.
List of seminars and conferences, which includes some of the most meaningful meetings in
which the implementation of the Framework Convention for the protection of national
minorities was discussed, either directly or indirectly, also with the presence and the
involvement of civil society ;
- Saint Vincent, 23™-24™ June 2000, Seminar on the "Role of minority languages in public life".
During this conference, the attention was focused on the implementation of the Framework
Convention in the field of the public administration. The Advisory Committee also took part in the
conference.

- Zagreb, 4™-5" December 2000, "Stability Pact for South-Eastern Europe. Seminar on the legal
aspects of the nghts of national minorities".

The focus of the seminar, in which Italy actively participated, was thc integration of Eastern

regions into the European Union.

- Campomarino, 2™ May 2003, "Linguistic minorities: a bridge across the Adriatic sea. Plans and
prospectus”. ‘

It was a good opportunity to discuss the issue, also with minority language speaking communities

of Slovenia and Croatia.

- Rome, presidency of the Council of Ministers, department of regional Affairs, 25% June 2003
"Linguistic diversity: an asset for Italy and Europe. The commitment of institutions towards the
implementation of relevant legislation".

During the meeting, the connections between the implementation of Law No. 482/99 and the

Framework Convention for the protection of minorities were examined, especially in the light of

linguistic diversity.

- Bolzano, June 2003, "The new Furopean Convention and linguistic minorities in ftaly".
During this meeting, contributions stressed the importance of minority groups, considered as a
cultural asset.

- Rome, presidency of the Council of Ministers, department of regional Affairs. 16" March 2004,
"Minority languages in school and in public Ttalian administration: objectives and interventions
set up by local communities". Second follow-up meeting on linguistic minorities

S
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During this meeting the MIUR (the Ministry of Education, University and Scientific Researches)
enlisted the projects promoted by school and financed by the public! Administration, in order to
increase the consciousness of language, culture and history of the 12 Italian national minorities,
recognised by law No 482/99. Moreover a RAI (the public broadcasting Italian television)
representative stated the full disponibility of the company to broaden the number of programmes in
national minorities languages, mainly in the light of the launching of digital broadcasting television.

Finally, the issue in question was further debated in other meetings, organised by almost all

minority communities. |

d) Activities drawn up for enhancing relation with the Advisory Commlttee

- Saint Vincent, 23™-24" June 2000, Seminar on the "Role of minority languages in public life".
During this conference, the attention was focused on the implementation of the Framework
Convention in the field of public administration. The Advisory Comrmttee also took part in the
conference.

- Rome, presidency of the Council of Ministers, department of regional Affairs, 16™ March 2004,
"Minority languages in school and in public Jtalian administration: objectives and interventions
set up by local communities". Second follow-up meeting on linguistic minorities

This meeting was opened up by Mr Ellul from the Advisory Committee of the Council of Europe,

who stated the importance of the Committee to collaborate with the Italian national Authorities in

order to implement the Framework Convention. In that occasion he expressed his satisfaction to the

Italian Government for the high numbers of regional projects launched on thc protection of

minorities languages. ‘;

Part II — Adopted measures for strengthening the |mplementat|on of the
Convention

Attention continues to be focused on an accurate identification of measures to be taken in favour of
all minority groups, including the Albanian, Franco-Provengal and Walser ones, as provided by law
No. 482/99, and in favour of Slovenian population, as provided by the specific law No 38/01.
Available funds are therefore distributed to all linguistic minorities present in Italy, in order to
finance the projects, prepared by municipalities and regions, enlisted in the attachment (from p. 113
to p. 628

Mgreovez' the application of law 482/99 is narrowing the legislative gap in treatment of the Ladin
minority, because of their presence in different regions, and progresswely conforming, their
protection.

As far as communities of Roma, Sintt and Travellers are concerned, see the relevant answer under
part ITI (specific questions). ,

Part I1I - Specific questions

Questionnaire of the Advisory Committee

1) Please indicate whether measures to facilitate the census-taking of persons belonging to
historical linguistic minorities, coupled with possible as regards data protection, have

recently been considered by the Ministry of Interior with a view to implementing Law No.
482 of 15 December 1999 on the protection of historical linguistic minorities.



No census of the members of minority groups is provided for in the ex1st1ng national legislation
(law No. 482/99) having also regard to the general principles referred in article 3, section 1 of the
Convention, which states "Every person belonging to a national minority.shall have the right freely
to choose to be treated or not to be treated as such and no disadvantage shall result from this
choice or from the exercise of the rights which are connected to that choice". However, the
legislative provisions already in force for the minorities living in the border areas still apply
(Trentino Alto Adige). Moreover, a survey has been carried out in the municipalities hosting
minority groups with the purpose of identifying the real number of rmnorlty language speakers, but
the figures available have a purely indicative value.

Finally, in application of law 482 a record of all the municipalities, in Wthh minority groups are
resident, has been drawn up in order to apply to those municipalities the prov151ons of law 482 (See
the attachment from p. 89 to p. 112},

2) What are the latest developments pertaining to the draft law presented to the Senate by
the Government (A. S. No 447) entitled « Framework Law to assist members of the Roma,
Sinti and Travelling communities to obtain vocational training, employment and dwelling,
and to regulate their presence on Italian Soil"? i

A lively debate is taking place in civil society and in the Parliament on the Roma question: the

governmental bill, entitled "Framework law designed to favour education, vocation training, access

to employment and housing for members of nomad communities as well -as regulate their presence
throughout the national territory” (A. S. 447), was submitted to Senate on 11" July 2001. Beyond
that, the question was also discussed when two bills were submitted to the Chamber of Deputies -

A.C. 225 and A.C. 895 submitted on 30™ May 2001 and on 19" June 2001, respectively, entitled

"Protection of the right to nomadis and acknowledgement and protectmn of the Roma, Sinti and

Travellers minorities”.

Among other things, all these legislative measures envisage the setting up of well equipped stay and

transit areas and pay close attention to the access to education of miinors, by instituting the

organisation of relevant courses specifically intended to meet the needs of these populations.
Furthermore it is worth noting that during the adoption procedure of law No 482/99, the

Government committed itself to give careful consideration to "the linguistic and cultural heritage of

non-sedentary populations, such as the languages of Roma and Sinti, which deserve protection".

It is worthwile mentioning also that the Ministry of Interior is promoting a program of awareness-
raising in schools on the Roma, Sinti and Travelers culture, also in application of the OSCE action-
plan for Roma.

As far as the need for further measures aimed at improving the housing conditions of Roma is
concerned, the issue falls within responsibility of local authorities, as provided for by Title V,
Chapters III and IV of the Consolidated Law on immigration. As regards the invitation to make
school education accessible to Roma, section 45 of the above mentioned Consolidated Law
provides that "foreign minors living on the national territory are entitled to education regardless of
their status as immigrants, in the same forms and ways as those envisaged for Italian citizens...".
However, according to the decentralisation process drawn up by the Italian' Government, since 1984
many regions have adopted specific legislation in favour of Roma and Sinti and their culture, in
compliance with the specific Recommendations and Resolutions launched by the Coucil of Europe.
Venetia, Latium, Autonomous Province of Trento, Sardinia, Friuli-Venezia Giulia, Emilia
Romagna, Tuscany, Lombardy, Liguria and Piedmont issued specific legislation on the question,
while the region of Marches has included them in a law with a broader scope also covering
emigrants, immigrants and refugees.
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A number of regions have modified the initial law, either partially, as xthe case of Emila Romagna,
either totally, as the case of Tuscany, with a view of adjusting them! better to the new situations
arising from the immigration of foreign Roma as well as to a growing tendency to sedentarization.
Finally it is worth noting that law No. 40 of 6™ March 1998 deals specifically with immigration and
the status of aliens. In the light of these matters section 41, paragraph 1, guarantees "human rights
and fundamental freedoms not only in the political and economic spheres but also in the social,
cultural or other ones". !

3) Please provide information as how the latest contract of service between the State and the
company holding the franchise for public service radio and television broadcasting
Radiotelevisione Italiana (Rai) ensures the implementation of Law No. 482 of 15 December
1999 and guarantees the broadcasting of radio and teIev:smn programmes in minority
languages.

The agreement concluded between the Ministry of Commumcatlons and the public licensed

broadcasting company, RAI — Radiotelevisione italiana, for the period 2003-2005, adopted by

pres1dent1al decree dated 14™ February 2003, bears prov151on for the implementation of law No. 482

of 15™ December 1999 and binds RAI to respect in its programmes the rights of linguistic

minorities in their areas of settlement.

In particular, section 12, para. 5 of the agreement stipulates that the public licensed broadcasting

company has to guarantee the fulfilment of the conditions for the protection of recognised linguistic

minorities in the areas of settlement, throughout the Italian territory in collaboration with the
competent local authorities. Furthermore, RAI encourages the conclusion of agreements, partly or
totally financed by local authorities concerned (at regional, provincial or municipal level), for
programmes and news broadcasts in the protected languages, within the framework of its regional
radio and television programmes. An appropriate joint commission, including representatives of the
above Ministry and RAI must also be set up, with the task of identifying the RAI branches
-responsible for the protection activities of each recognised linguistic minority, as well as the
minimum standard of protection to be afforded. Finally, on behalf of thie presidency of the Council
of Ministers and pursuant to specific agreements, RAI broadcasts radlo and television programmes
in German and Ladin in the autonomous province of Bolzano, in French in the autonomous region
of Valle d'Aosta and in Slovenian in the autonomous region of Friuli Venez:a Giulia, as envisaged.
by the provisions of Law No. 103 of 14™ April 1975.

4) Please provide information on legislation and practice on the issuing of bilingual (1talian-
~ Slovenian) identity cards in the municipalities concerned in the Trieste zone and indicate
whether there have been changes recently proposed or decided upon by the authorities in
this field.
Section 8, paragraph 3 of Law No. 38/2001 provides that in the municipalities and in depending
villages where the Slovenian speaking minority is traditionally established and which are included
in the list drawn up by the official Joint Committee for the problems of the Slovenian minority, acts
and decisions intended for the public and drawn up on standardised forms, including documents
containing personal data, such as identity cards and official certificates issued by the relevant
Registry office, are issued cither in both Italian and Slovenian or in Italian only , upon request of the
interested citizen. .
During a meeting held on 26™ September 2003, the above official Joint Committee drew up the list
of municipalities and depending villages within the provinces of Trieste, Gorizia and Udine where a.
part of Slovenian speaking minority is settled.



It will thus be possible to implement fully and effectively the provisions laid down in Law No.
38/2001 for the protection of the Slovenian speaking minority living in the region of Friuli Venezia
Giulia.

The signature of the special presidential decree required for the adoptlon of the above mentioned
list is pending.

5) Please provide information on legislation and practice concerning expropriation
procedures that may have been envisaged or initiated in the municipalities of
Jeremitisce/San Eremia and which may impact on the situation of the Slovenian minority.

The municipal administration of Gorizia has halted the procedures for the issuing of expropnatlon

decrees concerning houses in Jeremitisce/S. Eremia.

However, close contacts have been established with interested inhabitants in the hope of reaching a

compromise in order not to interrupt the projects relating to the deveIopmcnt of the parking area and

other new infrastructures planned for the area.

One of the solutions put forward conmsists in rotating by 90 degrees ‘the building hosting a

warehouse, whose construction would otherwise involve the demolition of a dwelling, as well as in

renovating houses to enhance the aspect of the village.

The office for urban planning of the Gorizia municipality is currently drawing up a revised version

of the municipal land use plan, whose adoption is expected to occur in the near future, following to

the agreements concluded with the representatives of local population,
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Foreword

Data and information set out in this second Report testify 1o
the considerable effort made by ltaly as regards the protection of
minorities. i

The text is supplemented with fuller and greateri details in the
Appendix. E

The Report has been prepared by the Ministry of the Interior —
Department for Civil Liberties and Immigration - Central Directorate
for Civil Rights, Citizenship and Minorities — Hlstoncal and new
minorities Unit

When the Report was drawn up it was also considered
appropriate to seek the opinion of CONFEMILI (Natlonal Federative

Committee of Linguistic Minorities in ltaly). |

t
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INTRODUCTION ~ PART |

As far as the request for information on the evaluation of the
first monitoring is concerned, such activity could not be carried out
since law No. 482/99 (a pre-requisite for implementation of the
Framework Convention) was put into practice in July 2003 only- the
interested parties obtained the relevant financial aliocations during
that month, with reference to the 2001 budget allocations.

On the contrary, the projects referring to fmanmal year 2002,
for which funding has been authorised by the ad hoc Technical
Committee, will presumably be launched by the publlc institutions
concerned in March-April 2004.

However, the following initiatives have been taken in relatlon

to the following items:

1a) Although no specific activity has been carried out in order to
assess the outcome of the 1% monitoring report, our country has
organlsed and participated in a number of events (conferences,
seminars, meetings, etc.) during which the protectlng measures
arising directly or indirectly form the 1mplementat|on of the
Framework Convention have been given speciali emphasis. In
particular, the Department for Regional Affairs of the Presidency of
the Council of Ministers organised a Conference entitled “Linguistic
diversity: an asset for ltaly and Europe. The commitment of
institutions towards the implementation of relevant legisiation”.
Participants included regional and local institutions as well as
cultural associations representing national minorities..

1b) During a number of meetings, various activities aimed at raising
awareness and broadening the knowledge on the current state of
minorities in ltaly, even at iocal level, have been carried out. On
these occasions, the need to develop an international instrument to
be used to evaluate the effective degree of democracy enjoyed in
the country was highlighted, also in view of the future enlargement
of the EU. The Appendix includes the list of the mam conferences in
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which officials belonging to the Department for Civil Liberties and
Immigration of the Ministry of the Interior have actively participated.

1¢) Civil society participated in the process by, creating a database
for information and communication; data are subd|V|ded according to
minority and the database contains all useful elements required to
interact with associations, institutions and e>](perts as well as to
exchange information on various initiatives taken to protect linguistic
minorities. '.
1d) Although limited, the dialogue with the Adv%isory Committee has
been maintained, thanks to a number of communications, the latest
of which refer to the adoption of faw No. 38/2001 laying down
“Provisions for the protection of the Slovenian| speaking minority in
the Region of Friuli-Venezia Giulia”. ’

s e e g ——
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Part Il E
|
a) Attention continues to be focused on an accurate itfjentification of
measures to be taken in favour of the Albanian, Franco-Provencal
and Walser minorities, as provided for by Framework law No.
482/99. i
Accordingly, the Technical Committee has adopted the criterion of
uniformity, which entailed that available funds are evenly distributed
to all linguistic minorities present in Italy. !
As regards differences in the protection measures specifically
designed for lLadins, determined by - their presence in different
regions, the resulting gaps are being partially filled, |thanks to the
provisions envisaged by the above framework law., ;
As far as the problems posed by the communities of Roma, Sinti
and Travellers are concerned, it is advisable to refer to the relevant
chapter, devoted to the issues concerning these populations.

l
b) The requests referred to under this item are dealt \ENith in specific
chapters. !

i
|
|
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Questionnaire ~ Part 1l

1. No census of the members of minority groups is provided for in
the existing national legislation (law No. 482/99), meaning that at
present this measure is not sought for by lawmakers|.
However, the legislative provisions already in force for the
minorities living in the border areas still apply (T rentino-Alto
Adige).
Nevertheless, a survey has been carried out in the municipalities
hosting minority groups’ with the purpose of rdentlfylng the real

number of minority language speakers, but the figures available
have a purely indicative value.

2. The information referred to under this item are provided in the

chapter giving a description of the communities ofl Roma, Sinti
- and Travellers.

3. The agreement concluded between the Mlnlstry of -
Communications and the public licensed broadcastmg company,
RA! — Radiotelevisione Italiana, for the three- -year perlod 2003-
2005, adopted by presidential decree dated 14™ February 2003,
makes provision for the implementation of law No 482 of 15"
December 1999 and binds RAI to respect the rrghts of linguistic
minorities in the areas of settlement in its programmes
In particular, section 12, para. 5 of the agreement strpulates that
the public licensed broadcasting company has to guarantee the
fulfilment of the conditions for the protection of recognized
linguistic minorities in the areas of settlement, through the
adoption and promotion of initiatives aimed at enhancrng the
minority languages spoken throughout the ltalian; territory, i
collaboration with the competent local authorities. Furthermore
RAI encourages the conclusion of agreements, parl'tly or totally
financed by the local authorities concerned (at regional, provincial
or municipal level), for programmes and news broat%lcasts in the
protected languages within the framework of its regional radio

17




and television programmes. An appropriate joint commission
including representatives of the above Ministry and RAI must also
be set up, with the task of identifying the RAl branches
responsibie for the protection activities of =each recognized
linguistic minority, as well as the minimum stangard of protection
to be afforded. Finally, on behalf of the Presider?cy of the Council
of Ministers and pursuant to specific agreements, RAl broadcasts
radio and television programmes in German iand Ladin in the
autonomous province of Bolzano, in French in the autonomous
region of Valle d’Aosta and in Slovenian in {the autonomous
region of Friuli-Venezia Giulia, as envisaged by, the provisions of
Law No. 103 of 14™ April 1975. -

. Section 8, paragraph 3, of Law No. 38/2001 provides that in the
municipalities and in depending villages where the Slovenian
speaking minority is traditionally established! and which are
included in the list drawn up by the official Joint Committee for the
problems of the Slovenian minority, acts and dec:smns intended
for the public and drawn up on standardlsedi forms, including
documents containing personal data, such as identity cards and
official certificates issued by the relevant Régistry office, are
issued either in both ltalian and Siovenian or in {ltalian only, upon
request of the interested citizen.

During a meeting held on 26" September 2003, the above official
Joint Committee drew up the list of municipalities and depending
villages within the provinces of Trieste, Gorizia ‘and Udine where
a part of the Slovenian speaking minority is settled.

It will thus be possible to implement fully and effectively the
provisions laid down in Law No. 38/2001 for thé protection of the
Slovenian speaking minority living in the reglon of Friuli-Venezia
Giulia. ;

The signature of the special presidential decree required for the
adoption of the above mentioned list is pending. ; '
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5. The municipal administration of Gorizia has ’ halted the
procedures for the issuing of expropriation decrees concerning
houses in Jeremitisce/S. Eremia. :

However, close contacts have been established with interested
inhabitants in the hope of reaching a compromise in order not to
interrupt the projects relating to the development of the parking
area and other new infrastructures planned for the area.

One of the solutions put forward consists in ro;tating by 90
degrees the building hosting a warehouse, whose construction
would otherwise involve the demolition of a dwelling; as well as in
renovating houses to enhance the aspect of the village.

The Office for urban planning of the Gorizia municipality is
currently drawing up a revised version of the municipal land use
plan, whose adoption is expected to occur in the near future,
following to the agreements concluded with the representatives of
the local population. i
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PROJECTS ORIGINATING FROM LAW No0.482/99
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Projects originating from Law No. 482/99

The main purpose of the numerous prolects drawn up
according to the provisions of Law No. 482 of 15" December 1999 is

the opening of help desks for linguistic assistance, equipped with IT
facilities and staffed by interpreters and/or translators..

These projects usually cover a large number of municipalities
and users.

For more detailed information, please see the Appendtx
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MONITORING
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Monitoring

A specific monitoring procedure has been initia;ted to acquire
information on the implementation of the projects relating to the
protection of minorities, as provided for by Law No. 482/99

The outcome of the survey will be summarized and forwarded

to the Committee, as soon as possibie.
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APPROPRAITELY IDENTIFIED TERRITORIAL%AREAS
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Appropriately identified territorial areas
The identification procedure of the territorial areas where the

linguistic minorities are settled has been completed.
The relevant list is shown in the Appendix.
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LIST OF CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS
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List of conferences and seminars i

The following list includes some of the mcigst meaningful
meetings, in the course of which the implementation of the
Framework Convention for the protection of national mmormes was
discussed, either directly or indirectly. :
Saint Vincent, 23"-24" June 2000, Seminar on :the “Role of
minority languages in public life”. §
During this conference, the attention was focused on the

implementation of the Framework Convention in the field of the

public administration. The Advisory Committee also took part in the
conference. !
- |
Zagreb, 4"-5" December 2000, “Stability Pact for South-
Eastern Europe. Seminar on the legal aspects oﬂthe rlghts of
national minorities”. ;
The focus of this seminar was the integration of Eastern regions into
the European Union. | - g
i
Campomarino, 2" May 2003, “Linguistic mlnorlties a bridge
across the Adriatic Sea. Plans and prospects”. '

t
It was'a good opportunity to discuss the issue, also with minority
language speaking communities of Slovenia and Croatla

Rome, Presidency of the Council of Ministers — Department of .

Regional Affairs, 25" June 2003, “Linguistic diversity: an asset
for Italy and Europe. The commitment of mst:tutlons towards
the implementation of relevant legislation”.

During the meeting, the connections between the !mplementatlon of
Law No. 482/99 and the Framework Convention for the protectlon of
minorities were examined.

i
Bolzano, June 2003, “The new European Con;vention and
linguistic minorities in Italy”. [

|
!
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During this meeting, contributions stressed the
minority groups, considered as a cultural asset.

importance of

[ —

Finally, the issue in question was further debated in other
meetings, organised by almost alt minority communities.
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THE COMMUNITIES OF ROMA, SINTI AND TRAVELLERS
!
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The communities of Roma, Sinti and Travellers

ltaly has timely adopted legislation further to the provisions of
Sections 2 and 3 of the Constitution, which apply also to the Gypsy
linguistic minority, living on the ltalian territory. :

- These Sections provide that citizens are equal before the law
without distinction as to sex, race, language, religion, political
opinions and personal or social conditions, and guarantee personal
freedoms, the right of assembly, the right of association ‘and the right
to profess one’s religion freely, both individually and in association,
to promote that religion and to worship in private or in public.

The fundamental aspect to emerge from these Sections
constitutes and defines the position of each and every individual vis-
a-vis the ltalian legal system: the Constitution asserts the principles
of freedom and equality. These two principles permeéte the entire
ltalian legal system; they establish that all citizens are entitled to
equal treatment under the same condition before the law and

represent a crucial point on which the Constitution rests:

i

The Italian Constitution contains the following two;fundamental
aspects:

a. absolute respect for the freedom guaranteed in Secition 2, which
states that "the Republic recognises and guarantees the
inviolable rights of man, both as an individual and as'a member of
the social groups in which one’s personality finds expression, and

it requires the performance of imperative duties c;:onnected to

political, economic and social solidarity”. |
This principle is further developed into more specific provisions,
concerning individual freedoms;

b. equality of treatment, which is clearly provided for-in Section 3
paragraph 1, which confers equal social status gand equality
before the law on all citizens “without distinction as;to sex, race,
language, religion, political “‘opinions, and persori1al or social
conditions”.

i
|
i
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This paragraph, which establishes the equality of each
individual, is supplemented by paragraph 2 of the [same Section,
which affirms the principle of genuine equality and si.tates that “it is
the duty of the Republic to remove all economic and social obstacles
which, by limiting the freedom and equality of citizens, prevent the
full development of the individual and the participation of all workers
in the political, economic and social organisation of the country”.

It follows that the institutions are required not only to adopt the
same approach when dealing with similar situations but also to use
- all the appropriate legislative and administrative means of achieving
the objective laid down in the Constitution: real equahty among
citizens, that is compensating for social inequality.

In this context, ltaly has ratified and implemented the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination drawn up in New York on 7" March! 1966 (Law No
654 of 13" October 1975); since the ltalian government considered
it necessary to supplement and amend the existinb legislation on
racial, ethnic and religious discrimination as a matter of urgency in
order to provide more effective means of preventing and prosecuting
intolerance, they promulgated Order No 122 of 26th April 1993,
which subsequently became Law No 205 of 25" June 1993 laying
down “Urgent measures relating to racial, ethmc and religious
discrimination”.

The fight against discrimination in general, which deserves
special attention in this account, was also dealt with in Law No 40 of
6™ March 1998 on immigration and the status of aliens: Section 41,
paragraph 1 provides that “discrimination exists iJ»vhere there is
conduct which directly or indirectly gives rise: to distinction,

exclusion, restriction or preference by reason of race. national or
ethnic origin or religious beliefs or practices, the purp: ose or effect of
which is to prevent or jeopardise the recognition?, enjoyment or
exercise, in conditions of equality, of human rights and fundamental
freedoms in the political, economic. social, cuitural or _other
spheres”.
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Section 42 also provides for the establishment; of Monitoring,
information and Legal Aid Centres for victims of discrimination on
grounds of race, ethnic group, ‘nat_iohality or religioNo.

A number of Institutes for Research into Discrimination are
aiready in operation (the National Institute for Research into
‘Xenophobia and the Institute of the Region of| Piedmont for
Research into Racism, Antisemitism and Xenophobia|in italy).

It shouid be pointed out, none the less, that rfi'aembers of the
various communities are given the opportunity to become integrated
within the social and economic fabric by existingl legislation, in
particular by virtue of above mentioned Law No 40 of 6" March 1998
and Legislative Decree No 286 of 25™ July 1998, which consolidates
in a single text all the provisions on aliens; this text favours the
integration process while at the same time respectmg the culture,
traditions and religion of origiNo. l

Section 42 of above mentioned Law No 40/98 provides that a
specific type of civil action may be brought against discrimination:
anyone who considers that he is the victim of dlscnmlnatlon may
apply to-the Pretore (magistrate) for an tnjunc'uon to put an end to
the discrimination complained of.

As regards the specific issue under examination Gypsies with
ltalian citizenship have the same rights and duties as the rest of the
italian population; in case they are EU citizens they are fully entitled
to free movement, while they are subject to the provisions governing
the presence of aliens, shouid they be citizens of thlrd countries.

Specific measures have been taken to enable Gypsies with
ltalian citizenship to enjoy a number of fundamental_ rights
(enrolment in the register of the population, free movement, work
licences and education). .

The Ministry of the Interior has repeatedly brought the situation
of nomads and the need of favouring their integration into the social
context to the attention of prefects and mayors, {‘in view of the
elimination of all the obstacles whlch hlnder their full participation in
the life of the country. ‘
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in particular, the Ministry’s circular “The problem of nomads”
of 11" October 1973 (MIAC No 17/73) urged mayors “to ease first of
all the enrolment of nomad families in the population register”, the
provision of medical care and the issue of work Ii:censes. Finally,
mayors were invited 1o examine “the need to repee;il possible bans
on temporary stay, exclusively addressed to nomads, as such bans
patently clash with the principles of the equality of cmzens and their
free movement throughout the territory of the Repubhc as provided
for by Sections 3 and 16 of the Constitution”. Therefore, their
temporary stay is facilitated through the creation of camps equipped
with basic facilities.

The above principles have been reaffirmed by the Ministry’s
circular “The problem of nomads” of 15" July 1985 (MIAC No
15185/85), which furthermore stressed that it is inappropriate that
mayors issue evacuation orders for bad sanitary conditions.

The sensitive issue of protection was delved into during the
pariiamentary adoption procedure of Law No 482/?9 laying down
“Provisions on the protection of historical linguistic rriunormes” when
protection measures in favour of Gypsy communities had been
envisaged, which, however, were subsequently abolished, as the
conviction prevailed that the protection of such communities had to
be regulated by the adoption of an ad hoc piece df legislation, by
reason of their speC|al nature, in that they have' no ties with a
specific territory. -

In this connection, it is worth mentioning that during the
adoption procedure of Law No 482/99, the Government committed
itself to giving careful consideration to “the linguis;tic and cultural
heritage of non-sedentary populations, such as the languages of the
Roma and Sinti, which deserve protection”. i

When Gypsies are non-EU citizens, they have to comply with
immigration legislation. '

Section 5 of the Consolidated Law on Immlg[atlon- (Law No.
286 of 25" July 1998) provides that “foreigners who have legally
entered Italy according to the provisions of Section §4 (of the above
mentioned Consol:dated Law), who have been granted a valtd stay
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permit or a valid residence permit issued in compliance with the
above Consolldated Law, are entitled to reside o}n the national
territory....". Therefore, whenever immigrants in an zrregular position
are detected, refoulement provisions envisaged by the above
mentioned legislation have to be enforced. :

As far as the need for further measures aimed at improving the
housing conditions of Roma is concerned, the issue}falls within the
responsibility of local authorities, as provided for by Tltle V, Chapters
It and IV of the Consolidated Law on Immigration.

As regards the invitation to make school educa’uon accessible
to Roma, Section 45 of the above mentioned Consolldated Law
provides that “foreign minors living on the natronal territory are
entitled to education regardless of their status as :mm:grants m the
same forms and ways as those envisaged for Italian c.'t:zens

Furthermore, a number of bills were submitted to the Chamber
of Deputies (including A.C. 225 and A.C. 895 — submitted on 30"
May 2001 and on 19" June 2001, respectively — ent:’g[ed “Protection
of the right to nomadism and acknowledgement of Gypsy
populations as linguistic minorities” and “Acknowledgment and
protection of the Roma, Sinti and Travellers min;orities"), while
another bill entitled “Framework law designed to favour education,
vocational training, access to employment and housing for members
of nomad communities as well as regulate their presence throughout
the national territory” was submitted to Senate on 11™ July 2001
(A.S. 447). Among other things, these legislative meaéures envisage
the setting up of well equipped stay and transit areasi, and pay close
attention to the access to education of minors, by devising the
organisation of relevant courses specifically mtended to meet the
needs of these populations. : ;

In compliance with the specific Recommendat[ons and
Resolutions adopted in particular by the Council of' Europe, many
regions, listed below in chronological order, have adopted specific
provisions in favour of Roma and Sinti and their culture since 1984:
Venetia, Latium, Autonomous Province of Trento, Sardlnla Friuli-
Venezia Giulia, Emilia-Romagna, Tuscany, Lombardy, Liguria,
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Piedmont, while the region of Marches has included them in a law
with a broader scope also covering emigrants, i!mmigrants and -
refugees. i

A number of regions have modified the initial laws, either
partially, as is the case of Emilia-Romagna, or totally, as is the case
of Tuscany, with a view of adjusting them better to the new
situations arising from the immigration of foreign Roma as well as to
a growing tendency to lead a sedentary iife, |f compared to
nomadism.

The very existence of this legislation is |mportant in itself since
it is a form of recognition of the fact that Gypsres are an ethnic
minority with a language and a culture of their own.

In all above mentioned provisions, nomadism |s regarded as a
basic element of the Gypsy culture: therefore, the rrght to nomadism,
and consequently to stays, is openly stated. This limplies specific
provisions envisaging the setting up and the funding of stay and
transit areas, appropriately equipped. Furthermore, all mentioned
laws envisage the adoption of measures in favour of Gypsies, with
the aim of improving their life conditions with regard to health care,
housing, education and employment; all of them are ;Frespectful of the
ethnic and cultural peculiarities of the Gypsy communlty

Finally, mention should be made of the recent participation of
a representative of the Ministry of the Interior in a seminar on the
situation of Roma and Sinti living in the OSCE member countries,
heid in Vienna. On that occasion the following mam issues have
emerged: :

- housing and access to employment;
- image given by media; :
- access of Roma and Sinti children to education; |
- relations with police authorities; i
- discrimination; l
- integration. - i

Undoubtedly, the various issues discussed: are of great
importance not only in consideration of the current situation, but also
in view of the forthcoming enlargement of the European Union, since

G
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-our country will number among those likely to be most considerably
affected by the movements of Roma and Sinti W|th|n the newly
defined European territory. _ i

in this respect, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; has recently
circulated the Action Plan drawn up by OSCE, containing
suggestions and initiatives that each EU Member State should adopt
to protect the minorities “without a territory”.

During the {talian term of presidency of the EU, the: Mlmstry of the
interior has urged the competent administrations to take stock of the
OSCE Plan and take practical protection measures where
appropriate.

Furthermore, the above mentioned Plan underlmes the need for
initiatives to be taken to broaden the knowledge of the history and
culture of the Roma, Sinti and Travellers communities.

Accordingly, the possibility of promoting a text on the above
mentioned issues in the education sector is under consideration; this
project would include a debate of the issues covered by the text in
schools of Northern, Central and Southern ftaly.
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Further information about nomads

Through its General Directorate of Internationhl Relations, the
Ministry of Education has co-financed two Europ?an projects co-
ordinated by Opera Nomadi, over the period 1995-1999 (in the
framework of the EU programme SOCRATES). ;

The two projects covered the training of cultural and linguistic
mediators in Milan and the development of teaching material
designed for primary school pupils, respectively.

The former project, which enjoyed the ‘support of the
- ‘municipality of Milan, was carried out in the primary school “Console
Marcello”. After the training, the mediators (all women) successfully
work in the school.

Furthermore, four similar pilot- prolects have been carried out
in the towns of Mantua, Turin, Reggio Calabria as well as in the
region of Apulia.

The second project of the two above mentioned ones was
conceived by the municipality of Noto (Syracuse)| in coilaboration
with Opera Nomadi and it consisted in a form of re%mote education,
specifically designed for the children of the Travellers community. In
early spring, this group usually leaves the town of Noto and moves
towards northern ltaly. Having regard to this peculfarity the project
aim was preventing the interruption of the Iearmng process by
forwarding the necessary teaching material to the traveilmg children;
the children, in turn, could send back their work to the teachers by
post. - _
An important aspect of this experience was that the project
gained the support of the children’s parents, who undertook to avoid
breaking off their relations with the school, and mdeed honoured this
commitment.

The material produced was also disseminated in other ltalian
towns {(Genoa, Turin, Rome, etc.) and training courses for teachers
on its use were organised.

In general, however, in many towns pro;ects aiming at the
inclusion of nomad children into the education system do exist,
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although depending solely on initiatives taken by gi’oups either of
teachers or school directors, often in collaboration with
municipalities.

In this connection, initiatives have been taken against the
background of specific guidelines aiming at easing| access to the
education system as well as intercuitural educatibn of children
belonging to immigrated minorities, coming both 1from EU member
states and third countries.
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Publications and promotional activities |
The study documents under items 1, 3 and 4:have been the
subject of promotional initiatives involving Directors-General of
Regional School Authorities (Uffici Scolastici), wiith the aim of

broadening the knowledge of different cultures in schools.

|

|
1. Culture and pictures of the old-established Iinguistic groups living
in ltaly (Walser, Mocheno, Cimbre, Carinthian, Occitan, Croatian,
Catalan, Grecanlco Albanian and Arbéreshe speaking groups),

2001. - L

|
2. Associations, cultural institutes and researchers involved in
research activities in the field of linguistic minorities settled in ltaly

— 2" Report, 2002. :

3. Greek speakers in Calabria — History and cultural traditions,
2002.

4. The Arbéreshe living in Italy — Culture and plctures of a historical
linguistic minority, 2003.

5. The Church and a group of linguistic minorities in ltaly — 2n
Report (Arbéreshe, -Catalan, Cimbre, Croatian, Greek, French,
Franco-Provencal and Slovenian speaking mlnormes as well as
Gypsies), 2003.

6. Greek speakers in Apulia — History, Ianguage and culture of
Grecia Salentina, 2003.
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forms its basic element.

European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages
|
ltaly is in the process of ratifying the European Charter for
Regional or Minority Languages, after a lengthy procedure in which
the Ministry of the Interior has constantly and directly part:c:pated
~ The above international instrument contains several options
for various levels of protection of minorities, whlcl:h Contracting
Parties can adopt; the Charter favours the cultural function which

As is well known, its main focus refers to| culture since
languages are not regarded as expressions of ethlnlc or political
identities, but as expressmns of a ‘cultural heritage and its
manifestations.

With this assumption in rmnd ‘the Charter rejec?ts a system of
relations among official and regional or minority languages based on
competition or antagonism, on the contrary it adopts an intercultural
and multilingual approach, according to which each language
category is granted the status it deserves.

Over the past few years, the Ministry of the Interior has played
an essential supporting role in the relations with the other ministries
concerned - it organised a number of intradepartmlenta| meetings
resulting in the choice of the options to be selected and in the
drawing up of the technical- Iegal Note, required for|the drafting of
the ratification instrument. o

Thanks to the accurately formulated ratifi{cation of this
international instrument, ltaly is now at the forefront as regards
legislation in the area of minority protection, as ut has already
adopted both Framework-law No. 482/99 on the protection ” of
linguistic minorities and Law No. 38/01 on the protection of the
Slovenian speaking minority in the region of Friuli-Venezia Giulia, as
well as ratified a similar international mstrtixment entitled
“Framework-convention for the protection of national mlnormes

i_
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REGIONAL LAWS




Regional taws

The protection of linguistic minorities does not fall under the
exclusive responsibility of central state authorities; in this connection
it is worth mentioning that foliowing the adoption of reglonal Law No.
15 of 30™ October 2003 laying down “Provisions for the protection
and enhancement of the language and cultural heritage of the
linguistic historical minorities of Calabria” by the Region Calabria,
legislation at regional level has dramatically improved;since almost
all regions hosting Imgmstlc minorities have adopted specific
protective pieces of legislation.

The text of the above mentioned regional law is appended
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Implementation of Law No.482/1999
School years 2001/2002 and 2002/2003

Law No. 482 of 15™ November 1999 for the protectlon of
linguistic historical minorities and presidential decree No. 345 of 2™
May 2001 envisaging the relevant implementing provusnons put an
end to a long period of uncertainty, during which mlnonty language
education depended on the initiatives of volunteers. |

The above law lays down specific provisions with regard to the
teaching of minority languages in kindergartens, primary schools
and junior secondary schools of the 12 recognized linguistic
communities. : I

In particular, Sections 4 and 5 of Law 482/99 enwsage action
at two different levels: :
- at school level;

- at ministerial level (Ministry of Education, University and
Research).

School year 2001-2002 R !

More specifically, the early phase of the implementation of the

law focused on four different areas:

1. funding of projects in schools belonging to llngmstlc mlnormes
where minority languages are taught;

2. training of teachers;

3. information on and promotion of activities related to the
implementation of the law;

4. construction of a database and of special a sectlon |n the Website
of the Ministry of the Interior.

By means of circular letter No. 89 of 21 May 2001 the plan of
actions and related funding, as provided for by Section 5 of Law
482/1999, was initiated (more than a million euro a year)

The schools concerned submitted 180 projects in total, which
were examined from formal! and technical viewpoints, to check
whether they met all necessary requirements. The analysis was

O L e A s
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carried out by a Study Commission made up by |+technical experts
in this sector and set up by Ministerial Decree of 15™ January 2001.

Ihe priority criteria established by _circular letter No. 89/2001

included those aiming at the following:

1. school networking;

2.  interaction between the project initiative andithe territory;
3. teaching of and in the minority language/s; !
4
S

~ integration of the initiative with the other curricula;
. training of trainers and of staff.

|

The overall amount of financial allocations | requested by all
schools (i.e. a total funding of more than 5.5 million euro requested |
for 180 projects) has necessarily implied a careful assessment of
any single project. | !{

Therefore, the above Commission considered 47 projects eligible
for funding and cut down budgets (for reasong} of inflated costs,
purchase of useless items, etc.); in August 2001, schoois were
invited to submit revised projects not exceeding a previously set
upper limit for expenditure.

In September 2001,- the schools subm:tted their revised
projects, duly included in the Plans of educatlonal activities and with
the requested financial adjustments. On 15" November 2001 the
projects were formally authorised by the newly establlshed authority
of the Ministry of Education, University and Scnent:flc Research- Unit
X of the Directorate-General for School Orgamsatzon within the
Department for the Development of Education.

The 47 projects eligible for funding lnvol\{ed kindergartens,
primary and junior secondary schools, including the following:

* 17 schools of the Albanian speaking minorities;

* 11 schools of the Occitan speaking minority;|

* 2 schools of the ancient Greek speaking mmonty ‘.

* 6 schools of the Friulian speaking minority;

* 2 schools of the Croatian speaking minority; ; !

« 2 schools of the Franco-Provengal speaking minority;

64




o e N it 2o S P 1y

* 5 schools to the Catalan speaking minority;
» 2 schools belonging to multilingual minorities.

As a result, all minorities were considered ehglble for funding
and the projects are evenly spread over the natnonal territory, as
shown by the list in the Appendix.

The creation of networks among schools located throughout
the territory is envisaged. In three cases the networks have been
actually set up, whereby one of the network schools 1acts as project
leader, responsible for the management of the financial resources of
the entire project. The reference here is to Direzione Didattica
(Director's Office which supervises a school districit) of Codroipo

‘(which includes the Friulian minority, the Albanian minority of

Frassineto, the ancient Greek minority of Castrignano dei Greci, and
the Walser minority of Pont S. Martin), to Direzione Didattica of
Tarvisio (which includes 7 schools in which Sloven;ian, Ladin and
Friulian are spoken} as well as the Circolo Didattico (School district)
of Alghero (including 5 schools where Catalan is spok'en)

In two cases, Codroipo and Alghero the networks connect
considerably distant areas. !

Numerous meetings and seminars have been orgamsed with
the parhmpatnon of university and local authorities representatives; it
was thus possible to disseminate detailed information on the
opportunities offered to schools by the law itself.

School year 2002-2003 : |
|
A new-scientific-technical Committee was set up in the course
of the first half of 2002, as provided for by Ministerial Decree
27/6/2002; the Committee includes various representatives of the
Directorates-General [of Regional School Authorities] with
jurisdiction over the territories where linguistic minorities are settled.
The Committee then drew up circular letter No. 90 of 315 July
2002, with regard to the funding of projects to bei carried out In

schools during school year 2002-2003.
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The proposals submitted by schools werefevaluated and all
projects have been revised particularly as regarids funding, which
was considerably downsized. ;

At the end of the evaluation process, in December 2002, 92
projects were authorised, out of a total of 112 p:rojects initially put
forward, and they are now-being carried out (see the annex in the
Appendix). T

The 92 projects found eligible for gfunding- involved
kindergartens, primary and junior secondary schools, according to
the following list: 5
* 31 schools belonging to the Friulian speaking minority; .

* 17 schools belonging to the Albanian/ArBéreshe speaking
minority; .'

* 15 schools belonging to the Sardinian speakingiminority;

* 14 schools belonging to the Occitan speaking rhinority;

* 6 schools belonging to the Ladin speaking minority; --

* 3 schools belonging to the Franco-Provencal spfeaking minority;

* 2schools belonging to the ancient Greek speaking minority;

1 school belonging to the Croatian speaking minority;

1 school belonging to the Catalan speaking minority;

1 school belonging to the Slovenian speaking minority;

1 school belonging to the Walser speaking mino;rity.
All" minorities were found eligible aiso in school year 2002-

2003, with an even territorial distribution: there are 6 project leaders

of school networks on the territory. |
At the end of the two school! years under consideration (2001-

2002 and 2002-2003), the following conclusions can be drawn:

* the schools of minorities are Capable of producing projects, and-
this is confirmed by the most recent data: |

* the increase of school networks (from 3 in the preceding year to
8) is considerable; - § '

* the only multilingual network gained confirmation as regards the

quaiity of its projects- the new Committee found it eligible for new
allocations; | | |
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+ there are linguistic minorities which are stronger, né)t only in terms
of number of members, but also under the viewpoint of
"interaction with the territory". :

The above mentioned competent ministerial unlt charged with
this activity intends to draw up a monitoring reportiof the funding
aliocated over the two years under consideration, as well as issue a
new circular letter laying down different criteria, to |meet the new
requirements of the minorities more effectively, |as there are
considerable gualitative differences (excellence in some cases and
serious inadequacy in others). |

Furthermore, a survey in collaboration with the relevant
Regional School Authority (C.S.A.-Service Provision Centre of
Gorizia) was carried out, whose aim was the co!lect:on of data on
the utilisation of teachers and other personnel (althoggh not in view
of the beginning of the new school year); during the survey,
important information have incidentally emerged wnth regard to
pupils' and students' attendance in schools where the teaching
language is Slovenian. Kindergartens and primary schools rely on
355 pupils and 399 pupils, respectively. A reduction in the number of
students is recorded in both junior secondary schools and senior
secondary schools, with 203 and 213 students, respectively.

The examination of the above figures, particularly the
comparison of data regarding primary schools on the one hand, and
senior secondary schools on the other {both lasting fnve years) must
not lead to the conclusion that students who have chosen Slovenian
drop out from school, but rather that they coﬁsider it more
convenient to opt for schools with ltalian as teac;hing language,
which are more flexible and with more numerous ;curricula: liceo
scientifico  (scientific senior secondary schools) and istituto
professionale per geometri (vocational training schools for building
surveyors). 1

Senior secondary schools with Italian as teachlng language,
therefore, cater for a large share of students with Slovenian as
mother tongue, a pattern which is later followed in the choice of the
university, when Italian ones are largely preferred, also on account
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of difficulties connected with the official recognitiofn and practical use
~ of diplomas issued by the University of Ljubljana. |
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Law No. 38/2001 laying down “Provisions for theiprotection of
the Siovenian speaking minority in the Region Friuli-Venezia
Glulia” 7

The Joint Committee, set up by Law No. 38, has adopted the

list including 32 municipalities of the Trieste, Gorizia and Udine
provinces, to which the law will apply. |
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JUDICIAL PROCEDURES AND MINORITIES
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Judicial procedures and minorities

In the judicial sector, the measures aiming at the preservation
of the identity of historical minorities in the con}ext of judicial
activities (forms of bilingualism in judicial documents) have been

" taken, in compliance with the principles underlying the existing legal

framework.
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Database

The ‘"Database on minorities for the dissemination of
information” is coherent with a modern model !of the Public
Administration and its purpose is supplying a service to citizens,
particularly young students but also all persons witH an interest in
getting acquainted with cultural "diversity”, a toplcal issue, with
socio-political connotations.

The purpose of the Database is also in keeplng with the
appeals and guidelines, laid down in the past by the competent
political authority with the aim of “creating sinergies and networking".

A number of promotional activities have been successfully
initiated and bearing the above purpose in mind they will be
adequately concluded. Their obvious target is the edUcationaI sector
and the involvement of young students, who have to. be informed in
order to know what cultural "diversity" is: correct mformatlon only
can be a contribution towards fair coexistence and peace in a
multiracial world. ,

The structure of the Database is illustrated in the scheme.

Applications for consultation of the Database can be submitted
to the Historical and new minorities Unit, wathln the Central
Directorate for civil rights, citizenship and mlr?ormes at the
Department for civil ||bert|es and immigration of the Ministry of the
Interior. '
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