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ACCESS

Access by UNHCR and Others

The Executive Committee,
No. 22 (XXXII) — 1981 — Protection of Asylum-Seekers in Situations of Large-Scale Influx

I11. Co-operation with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

Asylum seekers shall be entitled to contact the Office of UNHCR. UNHCR shall be given access to
asylum seekers. UNHCR shall also be given the possibility of exercising its function of international
protection and shall be allowed to supervise the well-being of persons entering reception or other
refugee centres.

No. 33 (XXXV) — 1984

(h) Stressed the importance of UNHCR’s being granted access to asylum applicants and refugees in
order to enable the Office to carry out its protection functions in an effective manner;

No. 44 (XXXVII) — 1986

(o) Recommended that refugees and asylum-seekers who are detained be provided with the
opportunity to contact the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees or, in the
absence of such office, available national refugee assistance agencies;

No. 48 (XXXVIII) - 1987

4. Urges States and other parties to be guided by the following considerations in promoting measures
to enhance the protection of refugee camps and settlements;

(d) States have a duty to co-operate with the High Commissioner in the performance of his
humanitarian protection and assistance functions, which can only be effectively accomplished
if he has access to camps and settlements of his concern.
No. 75 (XLV) — 1994
(i) Calls on the Governments concerned to ensure safe and timely humanitarian access to persons in
need of protection and assistance, including the internally displaced and victims of armed conflict, as
well as refugees within their territories;

No. 82 (XLVIII) — 1997

(d) Reiterates, in light of these challenges, the need for full respect to be accorded to the institution of
asylum in general, and considers it timely to draw attention to the following particular aspects:

(iv) the need for rapid, unimpeded and safe UNHCR access to persons of concern to the High
Commissioner;

10
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No. 93 (LI11) — 2002

(b) Recommends that the reception of asylum-seekers should be guided by the following general
considerations:

(i) Asylum-seekers should have access to the appropriate governmental and non-
governmental entities when they require assistance so that their basic support needs, including
food, clothing, accommodation, and medical care, as well as respect for their privacy, are met;

(viii) In the context of facilitating cooperation between States and UNHCR, and in accordance
with data protection and confidentiality principles, UNHCR should be given access to asylum-
seekers in order to exercise its function of international protection, taking into account the
well-being of persons entering reception or other refugee centres; and asylum-seekers are
entitled to have access to UNHCR;

No. 101 (LV) — 2004

(g) Reiterates that UNHCR, in line with its mandate responsibility, be given free and unhindered
access to returning refugees, as needed, in particular, so as to monitor the latter’s proper treatment in
accordance with international standards, including as regards the fulfillment of amnesties, guarantees
or assurances on the basis of which refugees have returned;

No. 102 (LVI) - 2005

(k) Acknowledges the long-standing generosity extended by many countries of asylum, including those
in the developing world, with economies in transition and in particular least developed countries,
notwithstanding their limited resources, hosting large numbers of refugees sometimes over a
protracted period of time; underlines the importance of burden and responsibility sharing at all stages
of a refugee situation, including ensuring access to protection in responding to the assistance needs of
refugees as well as in addressing and facilitating durable solutions; and recognizes the need for States
and international organizations to equip themselves with appropriate planning, coordination and
financial tools that make international solidarity and the realization of durable solutions more
predictable;

(r) Welcomes continued progress in the attainment of durable solutions, particularly through the
voluntary repatriation, in safety and dignity, of large numbers of refugees this past year; reiterates that
UNHCR, in line with its mandated responsibilities, be given free and unhindered access to returning
refugees, as needed, in particular to monitor the latter’s proper treatment in accordance with
international standards; and, in this context, encourages UNHCR to strengthen its returnee monitoring
activities, where necessary, in the interests of consolidating sustainable return;

No. 108 (LIX) - 2008

(d) Stresses the importance of UNHCR's being granted access to asylum applicants and refugees in
order to enable the Office to carry out its protection functions in an effective manner, and urges States
and other parties to be guided by their duty to cooperate with the High Commissioner in the
performance of his humanitarian protection and assistance functions, which can only be effectively
accomplished if he has access to camps and settlements of his concern;

11
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Access to Asylum Procedures

The Executive Committee,
No. 71 (XLIV) — 1993

(i) Reiterates the importance of establishing and ensuring access consistent with the 1951 Convention
and the 1967 Protocol for all asylum-seekers to fair and efficient procedures for the determination of
refugee status in order to ensure that refugees and other persons eligible for protection under
international or national law are identified and granted protection;

No. 74 (XLV) — 1994

(i) Reiterates the importance of ensuring access for all persons seeking international protection to fair
and efficient procedures for the determination of refugee status or other mechanisms, as appropriate, to
ensure that persons in need of international protection are identified and granted such protection;

No. 82 (XLVIII) - 1997

(d) Reiterates, in light of these challenges, the need for full respect to be accorded to the institution of
asylum in general, and considers it timely to draw attention to the following particular aspects:

(i) access, consistent with the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Protocol, of asylum-seekers to
fair and effective procedures for determining status and protection needs;

No. 85 (XLIX) — 1998

(p) Recognizes that international solidarity and burden-sharing are of direct importance to the
satisfactory implementation of refugee protection principles; stresses, however, in this regard, that
access to asylum and the meeting by States of their protection obligations should not be dependent on
burden-sharing arrangements first being in place, particularly because respect for fundamental human
rights and humanitarian principles is an obligation for all members of the international community;

No. 87 (L) — 1999

(j) Reiterates that the institution of asylum is of crucial importance to the international protection of
refugees; re-emphasizes the importance of ensuring access to asylum procedures; recalls Conclusions
No. 15 (XXX) of 1979 and No. 58 (XL) of 1989 on refugees without an asylum country and irregular
movement of asylum-seekers; and affirms, in this regard, that notions such as “safe country of origin”,
“internal flight alternative” and “safe third country”, should be appropriately applied so as not to result
in improper denial of access to asylum procedures, or to violations of the principle of non-refoulement;

No. 100 (LV) — 2004
Reaffirming that access to asylum and the meeting by all States of their international protection
obligations should not be dependent on burden and responsibility sharing arrangements first being in

place, particularly because respect for human rights and humanitarian principles is a responsibility for
all members of the international community,

12
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No. 105 (LVII) — 2006 — Women and Girls at Risk

Individual responses and solutions

(n) Ensuring early identification and immediate response involves partnerships and actions to:
iv. ensure that refugee status determination procedures provide female asylum-seekers with
effective access to gender-sensitive procedures and recognize that gender-related forms of
persecution in the context of Article 1A (2) of the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of
Refugees may constitute grounds for refugee status.

No. 107 (LVIII) - 2007 — Children at Risk

Identification of children at risk

(c) Calls on States, UNHCR and other relevant agencies and partners to put in place modalities, as
appropriate, for early and continuous identification of children at heightened risk. Risk factors that put
children in a situation of heightened risk can include both risks in the wider protection environment
and risks resulting from individual circumstances, taking into account the cumulative effects of being
exposed to several risk factors, such as:

i.  Wider environmental risk factors including, but not limited to: an insecure environment;
lack of access to child-sensitive asylum procedures; situations of displacement, particularly
protracted situations; statelessness; lack of sustainable solutions; poverty and families’ lack of
self-reliance opportunities; inadequate access to and use of services such as education and health
care; disruption of family and community support structures; prevalence of traditional practices
that are harmful to children; discrimination, intolerance, xenophobia, and gender inequality; and
lack of documentation of the parent-child relationship through birth registrations and issuance of
birth certificates; and

Denial of Access

The Executive Committee,
No. 71 (XLIV) — 1993

(f) Notes however with concern that the protection of refugees continues to be seriously jeopardized in
certain situations as a result of denial of access, expulsion, refoulement and unjustified detention, as
well as other threats to their physical security, dignity and well-being;

No. 74 (XLV) — 1994

(f) Deplores the fact that in certain situations refugees, as well as returnees and other persons of
concern to UNHCR, have been subjected to armed attack, murder, rape and other violations of or
threats to their personal security and other fundamental rights and that incidents of refoulement and
denial of access to safety have occurred;

No. 85 (XLIX) — 1998

(b) Deplores, in particular, that in certain situations, refugees, as well as returnees and other persons of
concern to UNHCR, have been subjected to armed attacks, murder, rape and other serious violations

13
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of or threats to their personal security, including through denial of access to safety, refoulement or
expulsion to highly dangerous situations;

No. 97 (LI1V) - 2003

(a) Recommends that interception measures be guided by the following considerations in order to
ensure the adequate treatment of asylum-seekers and refugees amongst those intercepted;

(iv) Interception measures should not result in asylum-seekers and refugees being denied
access to international protection, or result in those in need of international protection being
returned, directly or indirectly, to the frontiers of territories where their life or freedom would
be threatened on account of a Convention ground, or where the person has other grounds for

protection based on international law. Intercepted persons found to be in need of international
protection should have access to durable solutions;

Rejection at Frontiers

The Executive Committee,
No. 22 (XXXI1) - 1981

Il. Measures of Protection

A. Admission and Non-Refoulement

2. In all cases the fundamental principle of non-refoulement — including non-rejection at the frontier —
must be scrupulously observed.

No. 81 (XLVIII) — 1997

(h) Reaffirms Conclusion No. 80 (XLVIII), and notes that a comprehensive approach to refugee
protection comprises, inter alia, respect for all human rights; the principle of non-refoulement; access,
consistent with the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Protocol, of all asylum-seekers to fair and effective
procedures for determining status and protection needs; no rejection at frontiers without the
application of these procedures; asylum; the provision of any necessary material assistance; and the
identification of durable solutions which recognize human dignity and worth;

No. 82 (XLVIII) - 1997

(d) Reiterates, in light of these challenges, the need for full respect to be accorded to the institution of
asylum in general, and considers it timely to draw attention to the following particular aspects:

(i) the principle of non-refoulement, which prohibits expulsion and return of refugees in any
manner whatsoever to the frontiers of territories where their lives or freedom would be threatened
on account of their race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political
opinion, whether or not they have been formally granted refugee status, or of persons in respect of
whom there are substantial grounds for believing that they would be in danger of being subjected
to torture, as set forth in the 1984 Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment;
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(iii) the need to admit refugees into the territories of States, which includes no rejection at
frontiers without fair and effective procedures for determining status and protection needs;

No. 85 (XLIX) — 1998

(g) Strongly deplores the continuing incidence and often tragic humanitarian consequences of
refoulement in all its forms, including through summary removals, occasionally en masse, and
reiterates in this regard the need to admit refugees to the territory of States, which includes no
rejection at frontiers without access to fair and effective procedures for determining their status and
protection needs;

No. 99 (LV) -2004

(I) Expresses concern at the persecution, generalized violence and violations of human rights which
continue to cause and perpetuate displacement within and beyond national borders and which increase
the challenges faced by States in effecting durable solutions; and calls on States to address these
challenges while ensuring full respect for the fundamental principle of non-refoulement, including
non-rejection at frontiers without access to fair and effective procedures for determining status and
protection needs;

No. 108 (LIX) - 2008

Deeply preoccupied by current and persistent protection problems of persons of concern, including the
rejection of refugees and asylum-seekers at frontiers without examination of claims for asylum or
safeguards to prevent refoulement, long-term detention, continuing sexual and gender-based violence
and exploitation, and manifestations of xenophobia, racism and related intolerance,

Safe Country of Origin

The Executive Committee,
No. 87 (L) — 1999

(j) Reiterates that the institution of asylum is of crucial importance to the international protection of
refugees; re-emphasizes the importance of ensuring access to asylum procedures; recalls Conclusions
No. 15 (XXX) of 1979 and No. 58 (XL) of 1989 on refugees without an asylum country and irregular
movement of asylum-seekers; and affirms, in this regard, that notions such as “safe country of origin”,
“internal flight alternative” and “safe third country”, should be appropriately applied so as not to result
in improper denial of access to asylum procedures, or to violations of the principle of non-refoulement;

Safe Third Country

The Executive Committee,

No. 85 (XLIX) — 1998

(aa) Stresses that, as regards the return to a third country of an asylum-seeker whose claim has yet to
be determined from the territory of the country where the claim has been submitted, including

pursuant to bilateral or multilateral readmission agreements, it should be established that the third
country will treat the asylum-seeker(s) in accordance with accepted international standards, will
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ensure effective protection against refoulement, and will provide the asylum-seeker(s) with the
possibility to seek and enjoy asylum;

No. 87 (L) - 1999

() Reiterates that the institution of asylum is of crucial importance to the international protection of
refugees; re-emphasizes the importance of ensuring access to asylum procedures; recalls Conclusions
No. 15 (XXX) of 1979 and No. 58 (XL) of 1989 on refugees without an asylum country and irregular
movement of asylum-seekers; and affirms, in this regard, that notions such as “safe country of origin”,
“internal flight alternative” and “safe third country”, should be appropriately applied so as not to result
in improper denial of access to asylum procedures, or to violations of the principle of non-refoulement;

States’ Readiness to Admit / Receive

The Executive Committee,
No. 65 (XLII) - 1991

(b) Welcomes the continuing readiness of States to receive refugees and offer them protection, as well
as to make available considerable resources to meet the needs of refugees, thus demonstrating their
strong and continuing humanitarian commitment at the national and international levels;

No. 79 (XLVII) - 1996
(b) Reiterates that the High Commissioner’s international protection function can only be carried out
effectively with the full support of Governments, in particular through the provision of durable

solutions; and welcomes the continued readiness of States to receive and protect refugees as well as to
make available resources to meet refugee needs;RC
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AGE, GENDER AND DIVERSITY MAINSTREAMING

The Executive Committee,
No. 47 (XXXVII1) — 1987 — Refugee Children

(r) Recommended regular and timely assessment and review of the needs of refugee children, either on
an individual basis or through sample surveys, prepared in co-operation with the country of asylum,
taking into account all relevant factors such as age, sex, personality, family, religion, social and
cultural background and the situation of the local population, and benefiting from the active
involvement of the refugee community itself;

No. 54 (XXXIX) — 1988

Requested the High Commissioner to introduce further effective measures towards the integration of
women's issues within the programme-planning cycle at all stages, in particular: check lists within
technical sector guidelines, gender issues in the Executive Committee country chapters, detailed
reference in the UNHCR Programme Manual. Also requested that all project documents submitted for
funding purposes include a paragraph on its impact on the problems and special needs of refugee
women and that the periodic narrative reports refer to this aspect as well;

No. 60 (XL) — 1989

f) Reaffirmed the conclusions regarding refugee women of the Thirty-ninth Session of the Executive
Committee, and stressed the ongoing need for active senior management support to co-ordinate,
integrate and oversee the implementation of those conclusions. In this regard, fully encouraged the
participation of senior managers in the forthcoming gender impact and analysis orientation seminar;

h) Urged the High Commissioner to develop a methodology for systematically addressing gender
issues in refugee programmes and, as a basis for this, requested the High Commissioner to collect and
analyze demographic, anthropological and socioeconomic information on refugee populations, in
particular, data on gender roles and responsibilities and to ensure that such information is used in
planning UNHCR programmes;

m) Called on operational partners to support the High Commissioner by: expanding their own
activities in gender impact training, including provision for an assessment of impact on refugee
women in their project agreements and self-evaluation reports, and exchanging information with other
organizations having experience in women's issues.

No. 79 (XLVII) - 1996

(0) Recalls its request that UNHCR support and promote efforts by States towards the development
and implementation of criteria and guidelines on responses to persecution specifically aimed at
women, welcomes in this context the convening by UNHCR in February 1996 of the Symposium on
Gender-Based Persecution, the purpose of which was to share information on States' initiatives in this
respect, and encourages UNHCR to continue and strengthen its efforts for the protection of women
having a well-founded fear of persecution; and calls on States to adopt an approach that is sensitive to
gender-related concerns and which ensures that women whose claims to refugee status are based upon
a well-founded fear of persecution for reasons enumerated in the 1951 Convention and its 1967
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Protocol, including persecution through sexual violence or other gender-related persecution, are
recognized as refugees;

No. 87 (L) - 1999

Special protection needs

(n) Notes with appreciation special efforts by States to incorporate gender perspectives into asylum
policies, regulations and practices; encourages States, UNHCR and other concerned actors to promote
wider acceptance, and inclusion in their protection criteria of the notion that persecution may be
gender-related or effected through sexual violence; further encourages UNHCR and other concerned
actors to develop, promote and implement guidelines, codes of conduct and training programmes on
gender-related refugee issues, in order to support the mainstreaming of a gender perspective and
enhance accountability for the implementation of gender policies;

No. 93 (LII) - 2002

(b) Recommends that the reception of asylum-seekers should be guided by the following general
considerations:

iii. Gender and age-sensitivity should be reflected in reception arrangements, these should
address in particular the educational, psychological, recreational and other special needs of
children, especially unaccompanied and separated children. They should also take into account
the specific needs of victims of sexual abuse and exploitation, of trauma and torture,™ as well
as of other vulnerable groups;

2 For definition of "torture”, see 1984 UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment.

No. 95 (LI1V) - 2003

(f) Recognizes the importance for States to promote an age and gender—sensitive approach in the
application of international refugee instruments and for UNHCR to ensure consideration of age and
gender in its policy making and operations through further mainstreaming;

No. 97 (LI1V) — 2003

(b) Encourages States to generate and share more detailed information on interception, including
numbers, nationalities, gender and numbers of minors intercepted, as well as information on State
practice, having due consideration for security and data protection concerns subject to the domestic
laws and international obligations of those States;

No. 99 (LV) - 2004

(d) Notes with appreciation the sustained efforts by UNHCR to address concerns relating to the
protection needs of refugee women and children, including through a range of measures which aim to
assure the implementation of the High Commissioner’s five commitments to refugee women, as well
as the translation into concrete action of the five global concerns for refugee children; and calls on
UNHCR to report on the results of its implementation of these initiatives;

(p) Reiterates the importance for UNHCR programmes of gender-sensitive planning and analysis and
the value of structured dialogues with refugee women in order to better address their protection needs
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and safeguard their rights, and of working towards their empowerment, particularly through training
and skills development; and acknowledges the importance of working with refugee men as well as
with refugee women and other relevant actors to promote refugee women’s rights;

No. 100 (LV) — 2004

Recalling the Agenda for Protection, endorsed by the Executive Committee, and the goals and
objectives set out in its Programme of Action, aimed at achieving, inter alia, more effective and
predictable responses to mass influx situations and improving responsibility-sharing arrangements to
share the burdens of first asylum countries, in responding to the needs of refugees,

(d) Emphasizes the importance of efforts to mainstream gender and age concerns into responses to
every stage of a mass influx from programme development and implementation to monitoring and
evaluation, so as to ensure that the particular protection needs of refugee women, refugee children and
older refugees, including those with special protection concerns, are effectively addressed, inter alia,
through registration in principle on an individual basis, full and equal participation in matters affecting
them, protection from sexual and gender-based violence and military recruitment, and maintaining
family unity wherever possible;

() Notes the ongoing problems faced by countries of asylum, particularly those in the developing
world, in coping with the consequences of mass influx situations once they have stabilized and
particularly if they become protracted; and recommends that the following elements could be
considered as part of the international response, including any burden and responsibility sharing
arrangements that have been developed:

(viii) the exploration by States, inter- and non-governmental organizations, as well as other
actors of ways to improve primary education for refugees, achieve gender parity in education,
and secure funding, including through the private sector, to expand secondary, vocational and
tertiary education opportunities for refugees, especially adolescents;

No. 101 (LV) — 2004 — Legal Safety Issues in the Context of Voluntary Repatriation of Refugees

Acknowledging the importance of promoting an age- and gender-sensitive approach in all aspects of
refugee return processes; and, in this regard, encouraging UNHCR to develop appropriate standards
and indicators that account for such factors in repatriation and reintegration programmes,

No. 102 (LVI) — 2005

(p) Acknowledges the important contribution of the age and gender and diversity mainstreaming
strategy in identifying, through a participatory approach, the protection risks faced by the different
members of the refugee community; encourages UNHCR and its NGO partners to continue to roll out
and implement on the ground this important strategy, as a means to promote the rights and wellbeing
of all refugees, in particular the non-discriminatory treatment and protection of refugee women and
refugee children and minority groups of refugees; and looks forward to learning more on UNHCR’s
intentions regarding diversity;

No. 104 (LVI1) — 2005 - Local Integration
(o) Emphasizes that age and gender sensitive approaches, and attention to participatory and

community development processes should permeate all activities aimed at enhancing the capacities of
refugees to integrate locally, recognizing changes in gender roles following displacement and the need
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for different strategies and support to boost the integration capacity of various groups with special
needs, such as refugee women, refugee children and older refugees;

(p) Encourages UNHCR to develop and apply appropriate standards and indicators that account for
age and gender considerations in local integration and self-reliance programs;

No. 105 (LVII) — 2006 — Women and Girls at Risk

Preventive strategies

(i) Identification, assessment and monitoring of risks faced by women and girls in the wider protection
environment are to be strengthened by partnerships and actions to:

i. provide disaggregated data by sex and age; ensure registration on an individual and ongoing
basis for refugees, recognizing the need to protect the confidential nature of personal data, and
promote mechanisms to identify the internally displaced; strengthen protection monitoring of
individuals by working with the community; monitor access to and enjoyment of protection,
assistance and services by women and girls;

ii. incorporate gender issues into early warning mechanisms, alerts and contingency plans,
conduct a rapid situation analysis at the start of a new emergency and integrate gender-based
risk analysis into inter-agency assessments;

iii. mobilize women, men, girls and boys of all ages and diverse backgrounds as equal partners
together with all relevant actors in participatory assessments to ensure their protection concerns,
priorities, capacities and proposed solutions are understood and form the basis of protection
strategies and solutions;

iv. mainstream age, gender and diversity analysis into all programmes, policies and operations
to ensure all can benefit equally from activities and inequality is not perpetuated;

v. promote gender balance in staff recruitment and take active measures to increase the number
of female professionals working in the field,;

vi. identify and prevent SGBV and strengthen the capacity of national and local authorities to
carry out their protection functions more effectively.

No. 105 (LVII) — 2006 — Women and Girls at Risk

Preventive strategies

(k) The empowerment of displaced women and girls is to be enhanced including by partnerships and
actions to:

i. strengthen women’s leadership, including by enhancing their representation and meaningful
participation in displaced community and camp management committees, in decision making,
and in dispute resolution systems, by enhancing their access to and control over services and
resources, promoting their rights and leadership skills and supporting implementation of
UNHCR’s Five Commitments to Refugee Women;

ii. strengthen women’s and girls’ capacities, including by enabling their access to quality
education, including secondary education, in safe school environments and by enhancing food
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security, livelihood opportunities, freedom of movement and economic independence, including
where appropriate through access to labour markets; and

iii. work with the displaced community, including men and boys, to rebuild family and
community support systems undermined by conflict and flight and to raise awareness of the
rights of women and girls and understanding of gender roles.

No. 107 (LVIII) - 2007 — Children at Risk

Fundamentals of child protection

(b) Recognizes that strategies and actions under this operational guidance should be underpinned by
the following principles and approaches, amongst others:

viii. The active promotion of gender equality is essential to the protection of girls and boys,
particularly those at heightened risk;

xii. A two-pronged approach comprising: (1) mainstreaming of age, gender and diversity into all
UNHCR programmes, policies and operations, and (2) targeted action, to ensure that all
children, girls and boys of diverse backgrounds, can enjoy protection on an equal basis; and

Identification of children at risk

(f) Recognizes that the systematic collection and analysis of age- and sex-disaggregated data, and of
data on children with specific needs, such as unaccompanied and separated children, can be useful for
States, UNHCR and other relevant agencies and partners in identifying children at heightened risk;

Prevention, response and solutions

(h) Further recommends that States, UNHCR and other relevant agencies and partners undertake the
following non-exhaustive prevention, response and solution measures in order to address specific
wider environmental or individual risks factors:

xiv. Facilitate the provision of child-friendly information on the conditions in places of return to
enable refugee and internally displaced children, in particular those unaccompanied and
separated and others at heightened risk, to participate in decision-making on their return;
promote respect for protection of children’s inheritance rights; and provide, where possible and
appropriate, child- and gender-sensitive/adapted reintegration support on integration and
participation in the communities to which they are returning, targeting and recognizing the
specific needs of the returning child,;

No. 108 (LIX) - 2008

Age, gender and diversity mainstreaming approach

(f) Commends UNHCR for further pursuing its age, gender and diversity mainstreaming (AGDM)
approach aimed at ensuring gender equality and equal enjoyment of rights, regardless of age, gender
or background;

(9) Welcomes the AGDM Accountability Framework, and urges the Office to address resolutely all
outstanding obstacles to embedding the strategy more comprehensively within and across the
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organization, resourcing as fully as possible the priorities in this area and expanding and deepening
partnerships;

(h) Recognizes the importance for States to promote an age, gender and diversity-sensitive approach,
taking into account such information in the implementation of applicable international refugee
instruments;

No. 109 (LX) — 2009 - Protracted Refugee Situations

(k) Recognizes that protracted refugee situations can increase the risks to which refugees may be
exposed and that, in this respect, there is a need to identify and respond effectively to the specific
protection concerns of men, women, girls and boys, in particular, unaccompanied and separated
children, adolescents, persons with disabilities, and older persons, who may be exposed to heightened
risks, including sexual and gender-based violence and other forms of violence and exploitation; and
encourages UNHCR and States to pursue age, gender and diversity mainstreaming and participatory
approaches with a view to enhancing the safety, well-being and development of refugees and
promoting appropriate solutions for them;

No. 110 (LXI) — 2010 — Refugees with disabilities and other persons with disabilities protected
and assisted by UNHCR

Reaffirming the importance of mainstreaming age, gender and diversity in identifying and responding
to the views and needs of all persons with disabilities; and taking note with appreciation of UNHCR's
involvement in the inter-agency support group for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities to support the promotion and implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol,
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ASYLUM

Conclusions Specific to Asylum

The Executive Committee,
No. 5 (XXVIII) - 1977 — Asylum

(a) Noted with satisfaction the report of the High Commissioner that States have generally continued
to follow liberal asylum practices;

(b) Concerned, however, that according to the report of the High Commissioner cases continue to
occur in which asylum-seekers have encountered serious difficulties in finding a country willing to
grant them even temporary refuge and that refusal of permanent or temporary asylum has led in a
number of cases to serious consequences for the persons concerned,;

(c) Requested the High Commissioner to draw the attention of Governments to the various
international instruments existing in the field of asylum and reiterated the fundamental importance of
these instruments from a humanitarian standpoint;

(d) Appealed to Governments to follow, or continue to follow, liberal practices in granting permanent
or at least temporary asylum to refugees who have come directly to their territory;

(e) Called on Governments to co-operate, in a spirit of international solidarity, with the High
Commissioner in the performance of his functions — especially with respect to asylum — in accordance
with General Assembly Resolution 428(V) of 14 December 1950.

No. 15 (XXX) - 1979 — Refugees without an Asylum Country
(a) States should use their best endeavours to grant asylum to bona fide asylum-seekers;

(b) Action whereby a refugee is obliged to return or is sent to a country where he has reason to fear
persecution constitutes a grave violation of the recognized principle of non-refoulement;

(c) It is the humanitarian obligation of all coastal States to allow vessels in distress to seek haven in
their waters and to grant asylum, or at least temporary refuge, to persons on board wishing to seek
asylum;

(d) Decisions by States with regard to the granting of asylum shall be made without discrimination as
to race, religion, political opinion, nationality or country of origin;

(e) In the interest of family reunification and for humanitarian reasons, States should facilitate the
admission to their territory of at least the spouse and minor or dependent children of any person to
whom temporary refuge or durable asylum has been granted:;

(f) In cases of large-scale influx, persons seeking asylum should always receive at least temporary
refuge. States which because of their geographical situation, or otherwise, are faced with a large-scale
influx should as necessary and at the request of the State concerned receive immediate assistance from
other States in accordance with the principle of equitable burden-sharing. Such States should consult
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with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees as soon as possible to ensure
that the persons involved are fully protected, are given emergency assistance, and that durable
solutions are sought;

(g)