UNITED A
NATIONS

General Assenbly

Di str.
GENERAL

A RES/ 51/ 65
28 January 1997

Fifty-first session
Agenda item 103

RESOLUTI ON ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
[on the report of the Third Committee (A/51/612)]

51/ 65. Vi ol ence agai nst wonen ni grant workers

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling all previous resolutions on violence agai nst wonmen ni grant
wor kers adopted by the CGeneral Assenbly, the Commi ssion on the Status of Wnen
and the Comm ssion on Human Rights, as well as the Declaration on the
El i m nation of Violence agai nst Wnen,*

Affirm ng the outcone of the Wrld Conference on Human Rights,? held at
Vienna from14 to 25 June 1993, the International Conference on Popul ati on and
Devel oprent, ® held at Cairo from5 to 13 Septenber 1994, the World Summit for
Soci al Devel opnent, * hel d at Copenhagen from6 to 12 March 1995 and the Fourth
Worl d Conference on Wnen,® held at Beijing from4 to 15 Septenber 1995,
specifically as the results pertain to wonmen m grant workers,

! Resol ution 48/ 104.
2 See A/ CONF. 157/24 (Part 1).

3 See Report of the International Conference on Popul ation and Devel opnent,

Cairo, 5-13 Septenber 1994, (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.95. XI'I'1.18).

4 See A/ CONF. 166/ 9.
5 See A/ CONF. 177/20 and Add. 1.
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Noting the holding of the expert group neeting on viol ence agai nst women
m grant workers at Manila from27 to 31 May 1996, and expressing its
appreciation to the Government of the Philippines for hosting the neeting,

Taki ng note of resolution 1996/12 of the Subconm ssion on Prevention of
Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities® concerning, inter alia, wonen
m grant workers,

Consci ous of the great inportance given to the pronotion and protection
of the human rights of persons bel onging to groups that have been rendered
vul nerabl e, including mgrant workers, the elimnation of all fornms of
di scrimnation agai nst them and the strengthening and nore effective
i npl enentati on of existing human rights instrunents,

Noting the | arge nunmbers of wonen from devel opi ng countries and from
sonme countries with economies in transition who continue to venture forth to
nmore affluent countries in search of a living for thenselves and their
famlies as a consequence of, inter alia, poverty, unenploynment and other
soci o- econom ¢ conditions, and acknow edgi ng the duty of sending States to
work for conditions that provide enpl oynent and security to their citizens,

Acknowl edgi ng the economic benefits that accrue to sending and receiving
States fromthe enpl oynent of wonen nigrant workers,

Enphasi zi ng the need for accurate, objective and conprehensive
i nformati on and data as a basis for policy formulation

Concerned by the continuing reports of grave abuses and acts of violence
committed agai nst the persons of wonen nigrant workers by sone enpl oyers in
sonme host countries,

Encour aged by neasures adopted by sone receiving States to alleviate the
plight of wormen migrant workers residing within their areas of jurisdiction

Reiterating that acts of violence directed agai nst wonen inpair or
nullify their enjoyment of their human rights and fundanental freedons,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on viol ence
agai nst wonen m grant workers;”’

2. Determines to prevent and elimnate all fornms of viol ence against
worren and girls;

3. Encour ages Menber States to enact and/or reinforce penal, civil
| abour and administrative sanctions in donmestic |egislation to punish and
redress the wongs done to wonmen and girls who are subjected to any form of
vi ol ence, whether in the home, the workplace, the comunity or society;

4. Al so _encourages Menber States to adopt and/or inplenment and
periodically to review and anal yse legislation to ensure its effectiveness in
el imnating viol ence agai nst wonen, enphasi zing the prevention of viol ence and

® See E/CN. 4/1997/2-E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41, chap. IIl, sect. A

" Al 51/ 325.
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t he prosecution of offenders, and to take nmeasures to ensure the protection of
woren subjected to violence and their access to just and effective renedies,

i ncl udi ng conpensati on and i ndemi fication and healing of victins, and for the
rehabilitati on of perpetrators;

5. Invites Menber States concerned, specifically the sending and
receiving States, to consider adopting appropriate |egal measures agai nst
i nternedi ari es who deliberately encourage the clandesti ne novenent of workers
and who exploit wonen m grant workers;

6. Reiterates the need for States concerned, specifically the sending
and receiving States of wonmen m grant workers, to conduct regul ar
consul tations for the purpose of identifying problemareas in pronoting and
protecting the rights of women m grant workers and ensuring health, |egal and
soci al services for them adopting specific measures to address those
probl ems, setting up, as necessary, linguistically and culturally accessible
services and mechani snms to i nplenent those neasures and, in general, creating
conditions that foster greater harnmony and tol erance between wonen m grant
wor kers and the rest of the society in which they reside;

7. Encour ages Menber States to consider signing and ratifying or
acceding to the International Convention on the Protection of the Ri ghts of
Al Mgrant Wrkers and Menbers of Their Families,® as well as the Slavery
Convention of 1926;°

8. Requests the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights,
the Centre for Human Ri ghts of the Secretariat and the Special Rapporteur of
t he Conm ssion on Human Rights on viol ence agai nst wonen, its causes and
consequences, as well as all relevant bodies and programres in the United
Nat i ons system when addressing the issue of violence agai nst wonmen, to give
particular attention to the issue of violence perpetrated agai nst wonen
m grant workers;

9. Invites Menmber States, as well as relevant internationa
organi zations, to provide their views and comments to the Secretary-General on
the issue of indicators as a basis for addressing the situation of wonen
m grant workers, as set forth in the report of the Secretary-General;

10. Also invites the Administrative Committee on Coordination, within
its mandate, to exam ne how to inprove coordination within the United Nations
system on the question of violence against wonen nigrant workers;

11. Invites the regional comm ssions and the regional offices of the
I nternational Labour Organization to exam ne ways and nmeans, within their
mandat es, of dealing with concerns pertaining to wonen migrant workers;

12. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to report to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-second session on the inplenentation of the present resolution
including the reports received fromall authorities and bodies of the United
Nati ons system Menber States, intergovernnental organizations and ot her

8 Resol ution 45/158, annex.

° See Human Rights: A Conpilation of International Instrunents (United
Nati ons publication, Sales No. E 94.XIV.1 (vol. I, Part 1)).
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concerned bodies, with due regard for possible neasures to inprove reporting
pr ocedur e.

82nd plenary neeting
12 Decenber 1996




