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The Ceneral Assenbly,

Qui ded by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nati ons, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,! the International
Covenants on Human Ri ghts? and all other human rights instrunents and
instruments of international humanitarian | aw including the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949% for the protection of victins of war and the
Addi ti onal Protocols thereto, of 1977,% as well as the principles and
conmi tments undertaken by participating States of the O ganization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe,

Reaffirm ng that all Menber States have an obligation to pronote and
protect human rights and fundanmental freedons and to fulfil their obligations
under the human rights instrunents to which they are party, and reaffirmng
al so the obligation of all to respect international humanitarian | aw,

! Resolution 217 A (111).
2 Resol ution 2200 A (XXI), annex.

3 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, Nos. 970-973.

“ 1bid., vol. 1125, Nos. 17512 and 17513.
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Reaffirmng also the territorial integrity of all States in the region
within their internationally recognized borders,

Wl coming the entry into force and inpl enentati on of the Genera
Framewor k Agreenent for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovi na and the annexes
thereto, initialled at Dayton, Chio, on 21 Novenber 1995 and si gned by Bosnia
and Herzegovina, the Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avia (Serbia and Montenegro), representing also the Bosnian Serb party,
in Paris on 14 Decenmber 1995 (collectively the "Peace Agreenent"),® which
inter alia, commtted the parties in Bosnia and Herzegovina to respect fully
human rights,

Wl coming also the efforts of Menber States in assisting in the
i npl enent ati on of the Peace Agreenent through their participation in the
| mpl enent ati on Force and other activities directed at resolving the conflicts
in the fornmer Yugoslavia, and comrendi ng the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe for the inplenentation of the mandates with which it was
entrusted by the Peace Agreenent,

Wl coming further the Basic Agreenent on the Region of Eastern Sl avoni a,
Baranja and Western Sirm um (the "Basic Agreenent"),® signed on
12 Novenber 1995 by the CGovernnent of the Republic of Croatia and the | oca
Serb representatives, which created conditions permtting the establishment of
the United Nations Transitional Admi nistration for Eastern Sl avonia, Baranja
and Western Sirmum and Security Council resolution 1037 (1996) of
15 January 1996, by which the Council established the Transitiona
Admi ni strati on,

Wl comi ng the participation of Menber States in the Transitiona
Admi ni stration and other activities intended to facilitate inplenentation of
the Basic Agreement and the transition of the region of Eastern Sl avonia,
Baranja and Western Sirmumfromlocal Serb control to control by the Republic
of Croatia,

Recogni zi ng the positive effects that the inplenentation of the Peace
Agreenent and the Basic Agreenent have had on the region since their
respective entry into force, in particular the return of peace to the region
and the increasing normalization of social, political and economc life,

Taki ng note of the Agreenent on Nornualization of Relations between the
Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and

5 See A/ 50/790-S/1995/999; see Oficial Records of the Security Council
Fiftieth Year, Supplenent for October, Novenber and Decenber 1995, document
S/ 1995/ 999.

6 See A/ 50/757-S/1995/951; see Oficial Records of the Security Council
Fiftieth Year, Supplenment for October, Novenber and Decenber 1995, document
S/ 1995/ 951.
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Mont enegro),” in particular article 7 thereof, which, inter alia, ensures
conditions for the return of refugees and di spl aced persons and the return of
their property or a just conpensation, and in that context stressing the
positive inpact of mutual recognition agreenents anbng successor States of the
fornmer Yugosl avi a,

Wl comi ng the hol ding of elections in Bosnia and Herzegovi na on
14 Septenber 1996 with the assistance of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe and ot her organizati ons,

G avely concerned nonethel ess at the continuing evidence of violations
of human rights and fundanental freedons taking place in Bosnia and
Her zegovi na, the Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Mont enegro),

Stressing the inportance of an effective functioning of the
International Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Serious
Vi ol ati ons of International Humanitarian Law Comritted in the Territory of the
Former Yugosl avia since 1991, established pursuant to Security Counci
resol uti ons 808 (1993) of 22 February 1993 and 827 (1993) of 25 May 1993, for
the positive devel opment of the situation of human rights in the region,

Acknowl edgi ng the progress nmade by the Federation of Bosnia and
Her zegovi na towards ethnic reconciliation in the region

Calling upon all parties to the Peace Agreenent to inplenent the
necessary neasures in the furtherance of ethnic reconciliation in their
respective territories,

Encouragi ng the international community, acting through the United
Nati ons and ot her international organizations as well as bilaterally, to
enhance significantly humanitarian support for the people of the region and to
pronmot e human rights, econom c reconstruction, the repatriation of refugees
and the holding of free elections in Bosnia and Herzegovi na,

Wel coming the efforts of the European Union to pronote respect for hunman
rights and fundamental freedons, and endorsing the reconmendation of the
Speci al Rapporteur that econom c and other aid nust be made conditional on
meani ngf ul progress on human rights,

Underlining the relationship between the fulfilnent by the parties of
their human rights commtnents and the readi ness of the internationa
conmmunity to conmt resources for reconstruction and devel opnent,

D smayed by the | arge nunmber of mssing persons still unaccounted for,
particularly in Bosnia and Herzegovina and in the Republic of Croatia, and
noting with approval the establishnent of the International Comm ssion on
M ssing Persons in the Forner Yugoslavia and the efforts of the expert nenber
of the Working G oup on Enforced or Involuntary Di sappearances and of the
wor ki ng and expert groups on the m ssing, chaired respectively by the
International Conmittee of the Red Cross and the Hi gh Representative,

7 A 51/318-S/ 1996/ 706, annex, and A/ 51/351-S/ 1996/ 744, annex; see Oficia
Records of the Security Council, Fifty-first Year, Supplenent for July, August
and Septenber 1996, docunents S/ 1996/ 706 and S/ 1996/ 744.
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Expressing its particular concern for the situation of wonen and al so
that of children, the elderly and refugees, internally displaced persons and
mnorities, as well as other vulnerable groups in the region

Calling attention to the reports and recommendati ons of the Speci al
Rapporteur of the Comm ssion on Human Rights, Ms. Elisabeth Rehn, on the
situation of human rights in the territories of Bosnia and Herzegovi na, the
Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Mont enegro), including her nbst recent reports of 4 Novenber 19962 and
12 Novenber 1996, ° and especially the recomendati ons set forth therein,

Acknowl edgi ng efforts nmade by the Governnents of the region to neet the
recommendati ons of the Special Rapporteur, which have yet to be inpl enented
fully,

Recalling the report on the situation of human rights in Croatia®®
submtted to the Security Council in pursuance of Council resolution
1019 (1995) of 9 Novenber 1995,

Recalling also its resolutions 50/192 and 50/ 193 of 22 Decenber 1995,
Conmi ssi on on Human Rights resolution 1996/ 71 of 23 April 1996 and al
rel evant resolutions of the Security Council, especially resolutions 1009
(1995) of 10 August 1995 and 1079 (1996) of 15 Novenber 1996,

1. Expresses its serious concern about continuing human rights
vi ol ations within Bosnia and Herzegovina and the delays in fully inplementing
the human rights provisions of the Peace Agreenent;

2. Condemms in the strongest terns the continued forcible expul sion
of individuals fromtheir hones in Bosnia and Herzegovi na, such as has
happened recently in Banja Luka and Mbstar, and the practice of destroying the
hones of those previously forcibly expelled, and calls for the i medi ate
arrest and puni shnent of individuals engaged in these actions;

3. Condemns the continuing restrictions on freedom of novement within
t he Republika Srpska, within some parts of the Federation of Bosnia and
Her zegovi na, and between the Republika Srpska and the Federati on;

8 A/51/651-S/1996/ 902, annex; see Oficial Records of the Security Council,

Fifty-first Year. Supplenent for COctober, Novenber and Decenber 1996, docunent
S/ 1996/ 902.

° A/51/663-S/1996/ 927, annex; see Oficial Records of the Security Council,

Fifty-first Year. Supplenent for COctober, Novenber and Decenber 1996, docunent
S/ 1996/ 927.

10 O&ficial Records of the Security Council, Fifty-first Year, Suppl enent
for July, August and Septenber 1996, document S/ 1996/691

11 See Oficial Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1996, Suppl enent

No. 3 (E/1996/23), chap. Il, sect. A
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4. Expresses concern for wonmen and children, especially in Bosnia and
Her zegovi na, who were victinms of rape used as a weapon of war, and calls for
the perpetrators of rape to be brought to justice while ensuring that victins
and wi tnesses receive adequate assistance and protection;

5. Insists that all parties inplement fully the commtnments nmade in
t he Peace Agreement to protect human rights, and also insists that the parties
act to promote and protect denocratic institutions of governnent at all levels

in their respective countries, to ensure freedom of expression and of the
medi a, to allow and encourage freedom of association, including with respect
to political parties, and to ensure freedom of novenent and that the parties
i n Bosnia and Herzegovina conply with the human rights provisions of their
nati onal Constitution;

6. Wl cones the conclusions of the neeting of the mnisterial
Steering Board and the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina, ' held in Paris
on 14 Novenber 1996, in order to define the guiding principles of the civilian
consol idation plan of the peace process in Bosnia and Herzegovina, in
particular in the field of human rights;

7. Calls upon the participants in the Peace |Inplenentation Meeting,
to be held in London on 6 Decenber 1996, to ensure that the promotion of human
rights, including the fulfilment of their respective human rights obligations
by the parties to the Peace Agreenent, as well as the strengthening of
national institutions, will be a central elenent in the newcivilian structure
i npl enenting the Peace Agreenent;

8. Calls upon the Government of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Mntenegro) to undertake substantially greater efforts to
institute denocratic nornms, especially in regard to the protection of free and
i ndependent nedi a, and full respect for human rights and fundanental freedons;

9. Strongly urges the Governnment of the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avia (Serbia and Montenegro) to revoke all discrimnatory |egislation
and to apply all other legislation wthout discrimnation and to take urgent
action to prevent arbitrary evictions and di sm ssals and di scrimnation
agai nst any ethnic or national, religious or linguistic group

10. Ugently demands that the authorities of the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avia (Serbia and Montenegro) take i medi ate action to put an end to the
repression of, and to prevent viol ence against, non-Serb popul ations in
Kosovo, including acts of harassment, beatings, torture, warrantl ess searches,
arbitrary detention and unfair trials, and also to respect the rights of
persons belonging to mnority groups in the Sandjak and Vojvodi na and of
persons belonging to the Bulgarian mnority;

11. Calls upon the Government of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro) to act imediately to allow all residents in Kosovo to
participate freely and fully in the political, econom c, social and cultura
life of the region, particularly in the areas of education and health care,
and to ensure that all the residents of the region are guaranteed equa
treatnment and protection regardless of ethnic affiliation

2 Ooficial Records of the Security Council, Fifty-first Year, Suppl enent
for Cctober, Novenber and Decenber 1996, docunent S/ 1996/ 968.




A RES/ 51/ 116
Page 6

12. Calls upon the Government of the Republic of Croatia to fully
respect human rights and fundanental freedons, including the rights of persons
bel onging to any national, ethnic, religious or linguistic mnority;

13. Al so calls upon the Government of the Republic of Croatia to
undertake greater efforts to adhere to denocratic nornms, especially in regard
to the Zagreb city council and the protection of free and i ndependent nedi a,
and to cooperate fully with the United Nations Transitional Adm nistration for
Eastern Sl avonia, Baranja and Western Sirmumto assure that the reintegration
of Eastern Sl avonia occurs peacefully and with respect for the human rights of
all residents and returning di splaced persons and refugees, including their
right to remain, leave or return in safety and dignity;

14. Calls for the full and consistent inplenmentation of the Peace
Agreenent and the Basic Agreenent by all the parties to them

15. Uges all the parties to the Peace Agreenment to create the
necessary political, social and econonmic conditions for the return of refugees
and di spl aced persons in safety and dignity;

16. Insists that all authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovi na cooperate
fully with the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts for Bosnia and Herzegovi na, created
under annex 6 of the Peace Agreement, in particular by providing informtion
requested by the Human Ri ghts Onbudsman and by participating in hearings
before the Human R ghts Chanber, and denands that the Republika Srpska cease
its pattern of non-cooperation with the Conm ssion

17. Calls upon the Conm ssion on Human Rights for Bosnia and
Herzegovina to intensify its activities concerning all eged or apparent
viol ati ons of human rights, or alleged or apparent discrimnation of any kind;

18. Wl cones the comm tnents of the international conmunity for post-
war reconstruction and devel opnent assi stance, and encourages the expansion of
this assistance, while noting that such assistance should be conditioned on
full compliance by the parties with agreenments that have been made;

19. Urges the parties to create the necessary conditions for free and
fair municipal elections to be held as soon as possible and as envisaged in
t he Peace Agreement, under the supervision of the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe;

20. Wl cones the enactnent by the Republic of Croatia on 20 Septenber
1996 of a new general ammesty law, intended in part to pronpte confidence on
the part of the local Serb population, and calls for the proper inplenentation
of that |aw

21. Calls upon the Government of the Republic of Croatia to allow the
expeditious return of all refugees and di spl aced persons and to use all
avai | abl e nmeans to secure their safety and human rights, and to investigate
and arrest those responsible for acts of violence and intimdation aimed at
driving peopl e away;

22. Strongly condemms the continuing refusal of the authorities of the
Republ i ka Srpska, the Governnent of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia
and Montenegro), certain other elements within the Federation and to some
extent the Governnent of the Republic of Croatia to arrest and surrender
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indicted war crimnals known to be present in their territories, as they have
agreed to do under the Peace Agreenent;

23. Uagently calls upon all States and all parties to the Peace
Agreenent to neet their obligations to cooperate fully with the Internationa
Tri bunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Serious Violations of
International Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of the Fornmer
Yugosl avia since 1991, as required by Security Council resolution 827 (1993),
including with respect to surrendering persons sought by the Internationa
Tribunal, and urges all States and the Secretary-General to support the
Tribunal to the fullest extent possible, in particular, by helping to ensure
that persons indicted by the Tribunal stand trial before it;

24. Demands that the Governnent of Bosnia and Herzegovina, in
particular the authorities of the Republika Srpska, and the Governnent of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) ensure full and free
access to their territories to all institutions and organi zati ons concerned
with the inplenmentation of the present resolution, including non-governmnental
or gani zati ons;

25. Wl cones the interimreports®® of the Special Rapporteur of the
Conmmi ssion on Human Rights on the situation of human rights in the territories
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avia (Serbia and Montenegro), and commends the Special Rapporteur and
the Human Rights Field Qperation in the forner Yugoslavia for their continuing
efforts;

26. Uges all parties to inplenent fully the recommendati ons of the
Speci al Rapporteur of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts;

27. Calls upon the authorities of the States and entities within the
mandat e of the Special Rapporteur to cooperate with her and to provide her on
a regular basis with information about the actions they are taking to
i npl enent her reconmendati ons;

28. Reaffirnms, as reconmended previously by the Special Rapporteur
that major reconstruction aid nust be nade conditional on denpnstrated respect
for human rights, enphasizes in that context the necessity of cooperation with
the International Tribunal, and welconmes in this regard the concl usions of the
meeting of the mnisterial Steering Board and the Presidency of Bosnia and
Her zegovina, **> held in Paris on 14 Novenber 1996;

29. Wl cones the efforts of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, the Council of Europe, the European Comunity
Moni toring M ssion and the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights
in monitoring and strengthening the respect for human rights and fundanenta
freedons in Bosnia and Herzegovi na and the region

30. Calls upon the parties to the Peace Agreenent to take i medi ate
steps to determne the identity, the whereabouts and the fate of mi ssing
persons, in particular near Srebrenica, Zepa, Prijedor, Sanski Mst and
Vukovar, including through close cooperation with the International Comm ssion
on M ssing Persons in the Former Yugoslavia, other international humanitarian
organi zati ons and i ndependent experts, and commends the work undertaken by the
expert nenber of the Wrking Goup on Enforced or Involuntary D sappearances
of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts, the Special Rapporteur, the Wrking G oup
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on the Process for Tracing Persons Unaccounted For, chaired by the
International Conmittee of the Red Cross, and the Expert G oup on Exhumation
and M ssing Persons, chaired by the Hi gh Representative, and stresses the

i nportance of coordinating work in this area;

31. Encourages all Governnents to respond favourably to appeals for
vol untary contributions for the benefit of the Conmm ssion on Human Rights for
Bosni a and Her zegovi na, the Conmm ssion for Real Property dains of Displaced
Persons and Refugees for Bosnia and Herzegovi na, the International Comm ssion
on M ssing Persons in the Former Yugoslavia, the United Nations High
Conmmi ssi oner for Human Rights/Centre for Human Rights and other institutions
of reconciliation, denocracy and justice in the region

32. Decides to continue its exam nation of this question at its fifty-
second session under the itementitled "Human rights questions”.

82nd plenary neeting

12 Decenber 1996



