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Resolution adopted by the General Assembly

[on the report of the Third Committee (A/56/572)]

56/113. Preparations for and observance of the tenth anniversary
of the International Year of the Family

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 44/82 of 8 December 1989, 47/237 of 20 September
1993, 50/142 of 21 December 1995, 52/81 of 12 December 1997 and 54/124 of
17 December 1999 concerning the proclamation, preparations for and observance of
the International Year of the Family,

Recognizing that the preparation for and observance of the tenth anniversary of
the International Year of the Family provides a useful opportunity for drawing
further attention to the objectives of the Year for increasing cooperation at all levels
on family issues and for undertaking concerted actions to strengthen family-centred
policies and programmes as part of an integrated comprehensive approach to
development,

Recognizing also that the follow-up to the International Year of the Family is
an integral part of the agenda and of the multi-year programme of work of the
Commission for Social Development until 2004,

Recognizing further that the family-related provisions of the outcomes of the
world conferences of the 1990s continue to provide policy guidance on ways to
strengthen family-centred components of policies and programmes as part of an
integrated comprehensive approach to development,

Noting with concern the devastating effects of difficult social and economic
conditions, armed conflicts, natural disasters and infectious diseases such as
tuberculosis and malaria and of the human immunodeficiency virus/acquired
immunodeficiency syndrome (HIV/AIDS) pandemic on family life,

Emphasizing that equality between women and men and respect for the human
rights of all family membersis essential to family well-being and to society at large,

Noting the active role of the United Nations in enhancing international
cooperation in family-related issues, in particular in the area of research and
information,

Emphasizing that it is necessary to intensify and improve coordination of the
activities of the United Nations system on family-related issues so as to contribute
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fully to the effective preparation for and celebration of the tenth anniversary of the
International Year of the Family,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the follow-up to the
International Year of the Family and the preparations for the tenth anniversary of the
International Year of the Family® and the recommendations contained therein;

2. Urges Governments to view 2004 as a target year by which concrete
achievements should be made to identify and elaborate issues of direct concern to
families and also to set up and strengthen, where appropriate, mechanisms to plan
and coordinate activities of governmental bodies and non-governmental
organizations;

3. Encourages the regional commissions, within their respective mandates
and resources, to participate in the preparatory process of the tenth anniversary of
the International Year of the Family and to play an active role in facilitating regional
cooperation in this regard,;

4. Requests the Commission for Social Development to continue to review
annually the preparations for the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the
Family as part of its agenda and of its multi-year programme of work until 2004;

5. Invites Member States to consider organizing activities in preparation for
the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family at the
national level;

6. Requests the Secretary-General, in order to facilitate contributions by
Governments, to include the United Nations Trust Fund on Family Activities, on an
annual basis, among the programmes for which funds are pledged at the United
Nations Pledging Conference for Development Activities;

7.  Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at
its fifty-seventh session through the Commission for Social Development and the
Economic and Social Council on the implementation of the present resolution,
including a description of the state of preparation for the observance of the tenth
anniversary of the International Year of the Family at all levels.
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