
  Prevalence of Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting (FGM/C) among Women Aged 15-49

  Projections

  Opposition to FGM/C   Key Indicators

Population size, female age 15-49 (in thousands), 

2010
19,920

Prevalence of FGM/C among women 15-49 (%) 74

Prevalence of FGM/C among girls 15-19 (%) 62

Ethnic group with the highest prevalence in the 

country (%)
97
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Levels: currently, 74% of women aged 15-49 in Ethiopia have 

undergone some form of FGM/C 
 

Trends: prevalence of FGM/C has decreased by 7% between 

2000 and 2005; FGM/C is less common among girls 15-19 than women 
45-49 

Inequalities: Human rights violations affect women and girls differently. 

Girls who are the least educated and living in rural areas, are at the greatest 
risk of FGM/C.  

About 63 percent of women believe FGM/C should be discontinued 

29 
21 

63 

19 

45 

79 

63 
57 

88 

52 

77 77 

43 

54 
60 

64 

83 

0

20

40

60

80

100

Et
h

io
p

ia

R
u

ra
l

U
rb

an

N
o

 e
d

u
ca

ti
o

n

P
ri

m
ar

y

Se
co

n
d

ar
y/

h
ig

h
er

P
o

o
re

st
 2

0%

Se
co

n
d

M
id

d
le

Fo
u

rt
h

R
ic

h
es

t 
2

0%

DHS 2000 

DHS 2005 

80 

71 

87 

74 

62 

81 

97 95 95 93 92 88 88 
83 81 

69 

53 51 
43 

31 

12 

0

20

40

60

80

100

Et
h

io
p

ia

15
-1

9

45
-4

9

So
m

al
ie

A
ff

ar

K
u

lo

W
el

ai
ta

G
u

ra
ri

e

O
ro

m
o

Si
d

am
a

H
ad

iy
a

K
e

m
b

at
a

A
m

ar
a

G
am

o

K
ef

fa

O
th

e
r

Ti
gr

aw
ay

G
ed

e
o

DHS 2000 

DHS 2005 

Source:  DHS 2005 unless indicated  l Prepared by Population and Development Branch, Technical Division, UNFPA 
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If present trends continue, 4,358,000 girls born between 2010-2015 will 
experience FGM/C by 2030 

ETHIOPIA 

To meet the target of reducing the FGM/C rate by half, more intensive 
interventions and resources are needed 



  FGM/C among Young Girls

  Age at FGM/C   Type of FGM/C and Performers of FGM/C

  Monitoring the UNFPA-UNICEF Joint Programme on FGM/C

Data not available 

Data not available 
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Health facilities integrating FGM/C 

prevention in their antenatal and 

postnatal care 

Source:  DHS 2005 unless indicated  l Prepared by Population and Development Branch, Technical Division, UNFPA 
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