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In 2012, Anguilla made a minimal advancement in efforts 
to eliminate the worst forms of child labor. During the 
reporting period, the Government participated in a number 
of activities to improve child protection, including a child 
abuse awareness campaign where it distributed informational 
materials and ran radio and television announcements. It 
also published and distributed a booklet of policy guidelines 
for safeguarding children. However, the Government appears 
to lack a list of hazardous work prohibited to children and 
has not developed an institutional framework or targeted 
programs to address the commercial sexual exploitation of 
children. Although evidence is limited, children are reportedly 
involved in commercial sexual exploitation in Anguilla. 

Prevalence and Sectoral Distribution of the 
Worst Forms of Child Labor
Some children in Anguilla are engaged in the worst forms of 
child labor, specifically in commercial sexual exploitation. (1, 2) 
Children reportedly perform sex acts in exchange for 
money and gifts.(1) Evidence suggests that, in some cases, 
these transactions occur with the knowledge, consent and, 
sometimes, initiation of the child’s parent.(1) However, 
information about the nature and prevalence of the problem 
remains limited.

Laws and Regulations on the Worst Forms 
of Child Labor
The Education Act sets the minimum age for employment 
at 14. It also prohibits children of compulsory school age 
(up to age 17) from working during school hours.(3, 4) The 
Employment of Children (Restriction) Act prohibits children 
younger than age 12 from working in any capacity, including 
light work. Under the Employment of Children (Restriction) 
Act, children ages 12 to 14 may not work during the school 
day, and there are limitations on work times and the total 
number of hours they may work.(3, 5) In addition, they are 
prohibited from work that may be physically hazardous or 
requires heavy lifting.(5) 

The Employment of Women, Young Persons, and Children 
Act prohibits all children younger than age 17 from working 
in industrial undertakings or at night. This provision may leave 
children age 17 vulnerable to dangerous work in industrial 
undertakings or at night.(3) The Governor of the Territory has 
the authority to expand restrictions on child labor.(5) Research 
did not identify whether Anguilla has a comprehensive list of 
hazardous work prohibited for children.

The Constitution prohibits slavery and forced labor.(6) The 
Criminal Code prohibits the prostitution and abduction 
of children, and the publishing or circulation of indecent 
materials. The Code also prohibits the use of children for illicit 
activities.(3, 7) During the reporting period, the Government 
began drafting legislation that would strengthen protections 
against child abuse. However, the legislation has not yet been 
passed, and it is unclear how it may address the worst forms of 
child labor.(8)

Defense in Anguilla is the responsibility of the United 
Kingdom (UK). There is no military conscription, and the 
minimum age for voluntary military recruitment is 16.(9, 10) 

The Education Act makes education compulsory to age 
17. (3, 11) The law also guarantees free education until 
age 17. (12)

Institutional Mechanisms for Coordination 
and Enforcement
Anguilla has formed a multiagency Child Protection Steering 
Committee to implement the Child Protection National Action 
Plan.(13) The Ministry of Health and Social Development 
(MHSD) is the main coordinating agency responsible for child 
protection in Anguilla. The MHSD employs social workers 
to manage and investigate child protection cases. (14) It also 
works with the Royal Anguilla Police Force to investigate 
cases involving child abuse, although it is not clear what 
responsibility the Police Force has for enforcing laws against 
the worst forms of child labor, particularly commercial 
sexual exploitation.(15) Research found no evidence that 
the Government of Anguilla has established a coordinating 
mechanism to combat the commercial sexual exploitation 
of children.

The Employment of Children (Restriction) Act designates the 
Labor Commissioner as responsible for enforcing child labor 
laws. The Act authorizes the Labor Commissioner to investigate 
work sites where children are believed to be employed, and to 
prosecute, conduct, or defend any information, complaint, or 
other proceeding arising under the Employment of Children 
(Restriction) Act.(5) 

Research found no evidence that the Government of Anguilla 
collects data related to cases involving the commercial sexual 
exploitation of children. 
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Government Policies on the Worst Forms of 
Child Labor
The Government has developed a Child Protection National 
Action Plan, which calls for the establishment of a child 
protection protocol and legislative and institutional frameworks 
to address issues impacting children and their families.(16) The 
Government has developed Safeguarding and Child Protection 
Protocols and Procedures that assist in the development 
of future legislation on child protection, designates clear 
responsibilities for government agencies, and serves as a guide 
for recognizing and referring child protection cases.(15, 17) 
The question of whether this policy has had an impact on the 
commercial sexual exploitation of children does not appear to 
have been addressed. 

Social Programs to Eliminate or Prevent the 
Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Government of Anguilla continued to participate in 
Safeguarding Children in the Overseas Territories (SCOT) 
Program through the program’s completion in October 
2012. SCOT was sponsored by the UK’s Department for 
International Development.(8, 13, 15) Through the SCOT 
Program, participating governments received support to 

implement policies, procedures, and best practices to ensure 
children’s health and safety. In Anguilla, the SCOT program 
has helped the Government develop child protection protocols, 
including partnerships with civil society organizations.(13, 18) 
Additionally, under the SCOT Program, joint training has 
occurred among the police force, social workers, health workers 
and teachers to encourage effective reporting and management 
of child abuse cases.(19) During the reporting period, the 
Government published policy guidelines for safeguarding 
children from abuse in Anguilla. The booklet was distributed 
to government employees, teachers, and other stakeholders that 
work closely with children.(8, 17) It includes information on 
how to report child abuse.(17) 

During the reporting period, the Government participated 
in various other activities to address physical, emotional, and 
sexual abuse of children, including an awareness campaign that 
distributed informational material and ran radio and television 
announcements.(8, 20) 

The question of whether these programs have an impact on 
the commercial sexual exploitation of children does not appear 
to have been addressed. Research found no evidence that the 
Government has carried out programs to directly combat 
commercial sexual exploitation of children.

Based on the reporting above, the following actions would advance the elimination of the worst 
forms of child labor in Anguilla:

Area Suggested Actions Year(s) Action 
Recommended

Laws and 
Regulations

Amend the law to ensure that children age 17 are protected from dangerous 
work in industrial sectors. 2011, 2012

Clarify whether Anguilla has codified a list of hazardous activities prohibited 
for children under age 18. 2011, 2012

Coordination and 
Enforcement

Establish a coordinating mechanism to combat the commercial sexual 
exploitation of children.

2009, 2010, 2011, 
2012

Collect, analyze, and disseminate information regarding the enforcement of 
relevant laws protecting children from commercial sexual exploitation.

2009, 2010, 2011, 
2012

Policies Assess the impact that the Child Protection National Action Plan and 
Safeguarding and Child Protection Protocols and Procedures may have on 
addressing commercial sexual exploitation of children.

2010, 2011, 2012

Social Programs Collect, analyze, and disseminate information regarding the prevalence and 
nature of the commercial sexual exploitation of children and other worst 
forms of child labor to guide the development of policies and programs to 
address the problem.

2009, 2010, 2011, 
2012
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Area Suggested Actions Year(s) Action 
Recommended

Social Programs  Assess the impact of existing social programs on the commercial sexual 
exploitation of children. 2010, 2011, 2012

Implement programs to address the commercial sexual exploitation  
of children. 2011, 2012
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