UNHCR Handbook
for the Protection
of Women and Girls




Acknowledgments

This Handbook is the product of collaborative efforts, resulting from extensive consultations with,
and contributions, from UNHCR staff and partners. It is based on the provisional issue of the
Handbook issued in June 2006 for consultation purposes with the Field and non-governmental
partners and incorporates feedback received.

The Division of International Protection Services (DIPS) would especially like to thank the many
colleagues in Headquarters and the Field who contributed to the development of this manual at its
early stages, provided input at the drafting stage, and gave comments on the provisional edition.

In addition, we would also like to thank the International Committee of the Red Cross; Amnesty
International; the Australian National Committee on Refugee Women; the Centre for Refugee
Research at the University of New South Wales, Australia; the International Rescue Committee; the
Jesuit Refugee Service; the Norwegian Refugee Council; Refugees International; the Women’s
Commission for Refugee Women and Children; and a number of other non-governmental
organizations for their helpful comments on the provisional release.

Any part of the Handbook may be reproduced, translated into other languages or adapted to meet
local needs without the prior permission of UNHCR provided that:

o all parts are distributed free of charge and

¢ UNHCR is acknowledged.

Please send copies of any adaptation or translation into other languages to DIPS.
Division of International Protection Services

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

94, Rue de Montbrillant, 1202 Geneva, Switzerland

Website: www.unhcr.org

First edition, January 2008

Photo Credits

Front cover clockwise from top left

Democratic Republic of the Congo / A young internally displaced schoolgirl shows her drawing of a helicopter of
the United Nations Mission in Congo (MONUC), a choice of subject reflecting much about her life / Mitwaba,
Katanga Province / UNHCR / S. Schulman / 2006

Nepal / Bhutanese refugee women participate in a micro-credit scheme, which offers loans to start small
businesses / Timai camp, eastern Nepal / UNHCR / J. Pagonis / 2005

Zambia / Angolan refugee woman at rehabilitation centre run by UNHCR partner Jesuit Refugee Service to
provide training and livelihoods to refugees injured by conflict, Nangweshi Camp / UNHCR / B. Neeleman /
2004

Women welcome refugees visiting the disputed Western Sahara Territory / They were able to see their families
after decades in exile in Algeria as part of a UNHCR-initiated five-day visit in 2004 aimed at re-establishing
contact between the refugees and their relatives in the Territory / UNHCR / S.Hopper / 2004
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Democratic Republic of the Congo / Returnee women learning hairdressing in a Women-to-Women
International vocational training project in Baraka, South Kivu Province, which is currently benefiting 1,000
women / P. Mateu / 2007

Afghanistan / Nangarhar Province / An income-generation project of the Society for Afghanistan Development
and Assistance in Technology (SADAAT) training a group of more than 30 women in beekeeping and honey
production / Here the teacher shows how to keep bees and improve honey production and marketing in the
bazaar before giving the women and a young girl a turn / UNHCR / S. Schulman / 2006

Kenya / "Empower a woman - Empower a nation" / Women's Support Group members discuss issues which
women in the camp have been raising with them and how to go about dealing with these problems / Kakuma
refugee camp / UNHCR / A. Webster / 2006

Syria / Iragi refugees attend English lessons in Masaken Barzeh, Damascus, supported by UNHCR / UNHCR /
J. Wreford / 2007
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