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UNHCR IN 2019
MISSION

The High Commissioner for Refugees is mandated by
the United Nations to lead and coordinate international
action for the worldwide protection of refugees and the
resolution of refugee problems. As of November 2018,
148 States are parties to the 1951 Convention relating to
the Status of Refugees and/or to its 1967 Protocol.

UNHCR’s primary purpose is to safeguard the rights
and well-being of refugees. In its efforts to achieve this
objective, the Office strives to ensure that everyone
can exercise the right to seek asylum and find safe
refuge in another State, and to return home voluntarily.
By assisting refugees to return to their own country or
to settle permanently in another country, UNHCR also
seeks lasting solutions to their plight.

UNHCR’s Executive Committee (102 Member States
as of October 2018) and the UN General Assembly
have authorized involvement with other groups.
These include former refugees who have returned to

their homeland, internally displaced people and persons

who are stateless or whose nationality is disputed.

As of November 2018, 91 States are parties to the 1954
Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons
and 73 to the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of
Statelessness.

The Office seeks to reduce situations of forced
displacement by encouraging States and other
institutions to create conditions which are conducive

to the protection of human rights and the peaceful
resolution of disputes. In all of its activities, it pays
particular attention to the needs of children and seeks to
promote the equal rights of women and girls.

The Office carries out its work in collaboration with many
partners, including governments, regional organizations,
and international and non-governmental organizations.

It is committed to the principle of participation, believing
that refugees and others who benefit from the Office’s
activities should be consulted over decisions which affect
their lives.

GLOBAL PRESENCE (As OF 30 SEPTEMBER 2018)
UNHCR IS PRESENT IN 137 COUNTRIES IN 517 LOCATIONS

16,371

GLOBAL WORKFORCE

11,871

STAFF MEMBERS

71.4 million people of concern
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* The affiliate workforce includes UNVs, individual contractors and consultants
hired through UNOPS or directly, deployees, and interns.

4,500

AFFILIATE WORKFORCE MEMBERS*

$8.591 billion global budget
HQ Reserves 7.5%

2.6%
— JPOs 0.1%
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Field

84.4%

Global
programmes

5.3%

Key figures

In 2019, the requirements for programmed activities* stand at $7.939 billion.
The percentage breakdown by Pillar is presented below.

| PILLAR 1- REFUGEE PROGRAMME

More than two-thirds of all refugees**

come from five countries

Syrian Arab Republic

6.3 million people

Afghanistan

2.6 million people
South Sudan
2.4 million people
Myanmar

1.2 million people

Somalia
986,400 people

Major refugee
hosting countries

Number of refugees**
Turkey 3.5 million
Pakistan 1.4 million
Uganda 1.4 million
Lebanon 998,900
Islamic Republic of Iran 979,400
Germany 970,400
Bangladesh 932,200
Sudan 906,600

Global programmes and Headquarters
11%

The Americas
3%

PILLAR 1

$6.127 billion

/7%

of 2019 programmed activities

Africa
37%

Europe
13%

Asia and the Pacific
10%

Middle East and North Africa
26%

| PILLAR 4 - IDP PROJECTS
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$1.184 billion
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* Programmed activities are defined as field, global programmes and Headquarters activities only, excluding reserves

and the Junior Professional Officer (JPO) programme.

**By the beginning of 2018.
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