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Peace and human rights belong to all people of Yemen

The international community should create space for the people of Yemen, including women,
youth and civil society, to demand peace and human rights, and participate in processes
toward those ends.

All parties to the conflict should commit openly (through written declaration or legislation) to
respecting international humanitarian law, national laws and the human rights of the displaced
and conflict-affected people of Yemen.

The Government of Yemen and de facto authorities should facilitate and fully cooperate with
the “group of eminent international and regional experts” in their upcoming examination of
abuses since September 2014.

Stakeholder efforts should be made to preserve or create humanitarian corridors, including
from conflict and besieged areas within Yemen and air, land and sea crossings out from
Yemen.

Everyone bears a responsibility and duty to ensure the protection of civilians in Yemen,
including the Government and de facto authorities, as well as community and tribal
leaders, heads of households, women and youth

The international community should ensure that protection remains a constant feature on the
agenda of the UN Security Council and other political and development forums.
Humanitarian actors must recognize and support the entire range of ‘duty bearers’ across
government and society in protection, as well as ensure safety and dignity (‘do no harm’),
meaningful access, non-discrimination, accountability and participation in their programs.

All authorities in Yemen (government and de facto) should facilitate and support protection
activities needed to monitor, identify and assess the needs of the most vulnerable and
facilitate adequate protection responses.

Community, religious and tribal leaders, heads of households, women and youth, should be
encouraged to support local protection mechanisms and actively contribute in preventing or
changing traditional practices which result in harm, and supporting those that protect.

Protection must be the objective of humanitarian decision-making

In line with the IASC Policy on Centrality of Protection, humanitarian programs must be
designed with protection of civilians as the overriding objective; protection and basic needs
are inseparable.

In times of crisis, psychosocial support is life-saving and the humanitarian community,
including donors, should include it as part of any core, life-saving humanitarian assistance
package.



Communities play a critical role in protection. To mitigate further protection consequences,
they must be engaged and empowered to identify address protection risks and raise
awareness nationwide on, e.g. community safety in conflict and mine risk education.

Children must be protected from the devastating consequences of war

Schools are crucial in the protection of children and must remain open, safe and neutral.
Parties to the conflict must not seize, occupy or target schools.

Parties to the conflict must stop recruiting children, release children in their ranks and honor
the commitment made in Yemen’s Action Plan to End and Prevent the Recruitment and Use
of Children.

Childhood does not wait. Children affected by the conflict must receive critical child protection
services enabling recovery and normalization and humanitarian actors must support
communities to actively participate in promoting the safety and protection of vulnerable boys
and girls.

Women and girls should be protected from gender-based violence

In order to truly combat entrenched gender inequalities, donors, humanitarian actors and
stakeholders should consider GBV prevention and response as life-saving and ensure
adequate funding for quality service delivery and capacity building.

Early and child marriages are rising as families attempt to cope with the challenges of war. All
stakeholders must commit now to protecting the rights of women and girls in Yemen to safety,
health and dignity, and further invest in their health, education and livelihoods.

Women and girls must be actively included in decision-making processes, particularly related
to conflict resolution and peace building.



