
TRENDS AT A GLANCE
By the end of 2016, 65.6 million individuals were forcibly displaced worldwide as a result of 
persecution, conflict, violence, or human rights violations. That was an increase of 300,000 
people over the previous year, and the world’s forcibly displaced population remained at a 
record high.
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Trends at a Glance

25.4 million refugees

40.0 million internally displaced people1

19.9 million refugees under UNHCR’s mandate

5.4 million Palestine refugees under UNRWA’s mandate

3.1 million asylum-seekers
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Globally, the forcibly displaced population increased in 2017 by 2.9 million.  
By the end of the year, 68.5 million individuals were forcibly displaced worldwide as 
a result of persecution, conflict, or generalized violence. As a result, the world’s 
forcibly displaced population remained yet again at a record high.




