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Without us, refugees can experience dangerous gaps in vital aid.
With us, they can get the all-round, practical assistance and protection they so desperately need.

ERBREERPESRINE REEEZ -HOERREE NRABMEF/IvROFENRATENEN-

2015 Issue 2

BJORBIEIN 0053QUR1 /HOHNN ©
A e ";
— -



Desperate refugees embarked on a dangerous journey

BIEEE TS HEERNRERBE

In Africa and the Middle East, countless homes are destroyed in
conflicts. Desperate refugees from countries such as Syria, Afghanistan,
Eritrea, Somalia and Nigeria struggle to survive by travelling on rough
seas to the relatively peaceful European regions including ltaly,
Spain and Greece. According to the UNHCR’s statistics, there was
a significant increase in the number of refugees who took dangerous
sea journeys to Europe, from over 210,000 people in 2014 to more
than 130,000 people in only the first half of 2015, in which 2,000 went
missing or dead.
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Brave survivors BEBEFSE

Doaa is a 19-year-old aspiring student with dreams for the future.
The four-year war in Syria caused her to drift from place to place,
but still she had strong faith and hope for life ahead, as she was with
her fiancé, Bassem, also a refugee. For this young couple, the only
way to peace was through a dark and perilous portion of the sea
across the Mediterranean.They gave their life savings in exchange for
a place on the small boat, staking everything they owned in a risk
no more certain than a throw of the dice.

A few days after the boat set sail, there was growing fear and panic
on board. A run-down and rusty boat came close and refugees were
demanded to shift to this boat against their will. WWhen some of them
determinedly refused, the smugglers rammed a hole in the small boat
to vent their anger. “I heard people screaming, water rushing in and a
child sucked into the propeller under the deck,” said Doaa, who was
lucky enough to hold on to a life ring. Over 100 survivors stayed
together and prayed for rescue for days and nights. Adrift for four
days, some drowned, while some simply lost hope and took off their
life vests, including Bassem. Two refugees handed their baby to Doaa
before they drowned. A Palestinian approached with his nine-month-old
granddaughter, Malek. “Please take the baby,” he said. “| am very
tired.” Then he gave up and let the sea take his life. Eventually,
a passing merchant ship saw them and rescued them.

Doaa’s story has been reported by the Greek media. She was awarded
by a respectable institution, the Academy of Athens, for her courage.
But her story is just the tip of the iceberg of the hundreds of
thousands of refugees facing the same situation, trying to escape
from wars only to find out that they are now in an even more
dangerous situation.
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Proposals for action BiSE#MREEZERFEIETF BEENES

The number of refugees who escape by sea routes is drastically rising.
The Greek government is facing a historic refugee crisis that poses a steep
financial burden. As of June 2015, close to 80,000 refugees were registered
in Greece. 60% of them came from Syria, while the rest of them were from
Afghanistan, Irag, Eritrea and Somalia. In view of the influx of refugees,
UNHCR has promptly taken action in response to the critical situation, including:

1. Providing drinking water, energy food, sleeping bags and hygiene products
to the rescued refugees from the sea;

2. Additional UNHCR staff has already been deployed to five locations in the
Eastern Aegean, to provide advice and assistance to new arrivals and
care for unaccompanied children and people with specific needs;

3. An implementing partner, METAction, has made interpreters available
to speed up the registration process.

Additionally, local enterprises, NGOs, and volunteers are generously
offering assistance to the refugees by delivering food, water, clothing and
basic medical supplies to the gathering point of refugees.

UNHCR is grateful for all actions the Greek government and individual
volunteers have taken. The scale and severity of the situation, however,
presents a pressing need to expand the actions to other European countries
in order to cope with the growing of needs. UNHCR will strengthen
collaborations with the EU and other local organizations to improve the
system of receiving refugees and providing basic assistance.
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UNHCR’s global snapshots
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Guardian angels for the needy in Nepal
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In April and May of this year, two violent earthquakes shook
Nepal, leaving thousands killed and injured. Millions lost their
homes, and it was harsh for people to live on. As the nation was
short on financial support and resources, post-quake restoration
was painstakingly slow.

On the day of the disastrous earthquake, Nayantara, the owner of
a hostel, immediately recruited and mobilized all her neighboring
friends to commence rescue operations. They established a
volunteer team — the Himalayan Disaster Relief Volunteer Group.
Familiar with the geographic environment, they promptly created
a map featuring villages and areas which were severely damaged
in the earthquake, providing crucial information to the public and
rescue teams for rescue operations.

UNHCR has been working with the voluntary team on
reconstruction in Nepal.
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Special Envoy to the UNHCR, Angelina Jolie Pitt,
a refugee camp in Turkey on World Refugee Day — the 20" of
June. In 2014, Turkey overtook Pakistan as the world’s largest
refugee-hosting country, with more than 1.77 million refugees
living in urban areas as well as camps run by the government
and humanitarian aid organizations.

Jolie Pitt said, “Nearly 60 million people are displaced from their
homes. That is one in every 122 people on our planet. Our world
has never been richer or healthier or more advanced. Yet never
before have so many people been dispossessed and stripped of
their basic human rights.” She expressed deep appreciation for
the funds contributed by numerous countries for refugee support.
Still, UNHCR and NGOs are not able to put an end to this problem
on their own. Financial support can only help refugees with their
basic needs. With ongoing conflicts and wars, the number of
refugees in those nations or regions in danger will only continue to grow.

Jolie Pitt called for global attention in coping with global refugee
issues, which could be a possible cause for a global security crisis.
Together we can jointly put an end to this crisis.
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Militants’ unanticipated attacks tore a Nigerian family apart:
Ibrahim, a severely injured ten-year-old, remembered vividly the
scene in which his father was cruelly murdered. While lbrahim
was crying and running towards his father, one of the
insurgents suddenly took out his machete and hit the boy in the
head, leaving him unconscious. Two days later, his elder sister
went back the scene with hope in her heart, and discovered
lbrahim lying under a pile of sand. She carried him to a medical
station immediately and saved his life. Ibrahim recovered after
a four-month medical treatment.

lbrahim and his family now live in a refugee camp which
provides shelter to countless families that went through the
same nightmare as Ibrahim did. Physical wounds might heal
with time, but trauma will never.
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~ Jung Woo-sung s generous support

4 comforts refugees’ broken hearts
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UNHCR appointed South Korean actor Jung Woo-sung as
a celebrity supporter in May 2014. Jung has been actively
supporting UNHCR's projects. In 2014, he visited the refugee
camp in Nepal to learn more about the suffering of refugees
from Bhutan. He also participated in the filming of a short video
clip to raise public awareness of the crisis happening in Syria.

This year, during his visit to war-torn South Sudan, Jung
Woo-sung met Samson at the Ajuong Thok Refugee Camp.
This 21-year-old refugee said, “| attended the journalism and
photography course provided by UNHCR. | always wanted to be
a renowned journalist, to tell the whole world how hard the
people from Nuba Mountain are fighting to survive wars and
conflicts.” Wars tear countless families apart. All Samson can do
for now is to miss and pray for his family, who are still trapped
inside the conflict zone.
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Join our hands for refugees
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The 8" Refugee Film Festival - True stories told on the hig screen
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The week-long Refugee Film Festival was
launched by UNHCR at Broadway
Cinematheque on 19" June, 2015. Seven
documentaries and fims adapted from
true stories were screened, attracting more
than 1,000 ticket bearers to be inspired
by stories of the refugees. The movies
“The Good Lie", “The Refugees of
Shangri-La”, and “Mary Meets Mohammad”
impressed many of our viewers, who learned
more about refugee issues in different
countries and pledged to pay close
attention to UNHCR’s works throughout
the world. We are very thankful for all kinds of participation and generous support from our
sponsors, including Pak Fah Yeow International Ltd., Karrie International Holdings Limited and
Leo Paper Group.

We are grateful for the presence of representatives from Pak Fah Yeow
International Ltd., Karrie International Holdings Limited and Leo Paper Group
at the opel remony of the 8" Refugee Film Festival.
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On Tuesday 23 June, the UNHCR'’s Representative for the People’s Republic of China
Mr. Michele Manca di Nissa hosted a cocktail reception and film-screening event at the Conrad
Macao to celebrate World Refugee Day 2015. It was first event of its kind in the Macao SAR,
and was attended by top officials and representatives from the Macao SAR Government,
country consulates and local civil society groups. They were later joined by a group of school
children for the screening of “In the Shadow of War”, a film that tells the story of four young
survivors of the Bosnian war and how they continue to contend with both the physical and
mental scars from the conflict.
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Hong Kong Book Fair 2015
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UNHCR was one of the exhibitors at
the Hong Kong Book Fair 2015,
which was held from 15" July to 215t
July, 2015. Books were given out at
a fundraising event and all donations
received will be used to support
Syrian refugees. The event was
a great success, with generous
support from the public, especially
children. We received many cards
from them, sending their love and
support to those suffering on the
other side of the world.
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UNHCR would like to thank all the sponsors and supporters for making the events possible.

LN N O

AEMEY  BEABUTALIRBIRX DR » EHRORMS !

One Media Group BRZR/E T
Pak Fah Yeow International Ltd. F{E/MEEAR AR

Phoenix TV [BIEE18

Run For Nepal

The Official Provisional Municipal Council of Macau SEFIERITTE R RBAAE
Ms. Christina Chan

Mr. Daniel Chan

Ms. Joker Rita Lai fH32 AR
Mr. Joey Kwok

Mr. Tony Hung K38 584

Association for Refugees’ Welfare SRFIREH S
Broadway Cinematheque & ZEETZH L
Crossroads Foundation BB +Fi&e

Crystal Group &5

eslite Bookstore =5

Fullhouse Signature Restaurant

Goethe-Institut Hong Kong & IR{= &0
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Hong Kong Fair Trade Power &BAFE 5E) 7
Leo Paper Group B4 5 ENfl &
MyAFFECTION &%

Nexson Video House

And all wonderful volunteers!
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Global trends report 2014
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Major refugee-hosting countries | end-2014
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" Reflects proportion out of global number of refugees at end-2014. EIRFER 2014 F2ERERHMIER ©
2 Refugee figure for Syrians in Turkey is a Government estimate. #ii% A+ B H BT Eat & a0 g R AR o

b Includes 29,300 Iraqi refugees registered with UNHCR in Jordan. The Government estimates the number of Iragis at 400,000 individuals at the end of March 2015. This includes refugees and other categories of Irags.
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© The 300,000 Vietnamese refugees are well integrated and in practice receive protection from the Government of China. #X% #8778 30 & 4 i g # R A Bl IE 2 52 & s IR (R -
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As the number of refugees worldwide continues to grow, support for humanitarian rescue is urgently needed. According to the latest UNHCR
annual Global Trends Report, the total number of people who are displaced has reached 59.5 million, with an 8.3 million increase compared to
last year. Syria, which has been rocked by civil war for four years now, has overtaken Afghanistan as the greatest source country of refugees for
the first time. Syria’s neighbor, Turkey, has turned into the biggest refugee-hosting country in the world. Other than the refugees seeking asylum
in other countries, those internally displaced are also forced to constantly run for their lives. But they are merely running from one deadly war
zone to another. Facing a record-breaking number of people who are displaced across the globe, UNHCR desperately needs your support to
tackle this biggest challenge ever, in order to make a difference in the lives of the refugees.
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UNHCR 2014 global report
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UNHCR Overall Income
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Governments and the European Union
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UNHCR Global Expenditures BA - EEREBIHF
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Delivery of Refugee Programs - Breakdown by Subregion
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The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees B EREEHERERE  £|
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