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GLOSSARY

ACC Administrative Committee 
on Co-ordination

APC Asia-Pacific Inter-governmental
Consultations on Regional Approaches
to Refugees and Displaced Persons

ARC Action for the Rights of Children

bona fide Genuinely, sincerely

BWI Bosnian Women’s Initiative

CAP Consolidated Appeal Process

CASWANAME Central Asia, South West Asia, North
Africa and the Middle East

CCA Common Country Assessment

CHAP Common Humanitarian Action Plan

CIS Commonwealth of Independent States

CivPol Civilian Police

CONARE Comisión Nacional de Refugiados

COR Office of the Commissioner 
for Refugees (Sudan)

CPA Comprehensive Plan of Action

CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child

CTD Convention Travel Document

DAFI Albert Einstein Academic Scholarship
Programme for Refugees

DPKO Department of Peace-Keeping
Operations (UN)

EBRD European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development

ECA Economic Commission for Africa (UN)
(also called UNECA)

ECHO European Community Humanitarian
Office

ECOSOC Economic and Social Council (UN)

ECOWAS Economic Community 
of West African States

ECRE European Council on Refugees and Exiles

EMERCOM Ministry for Civil Defence, Emergencies
and Elimination of Consequences of
Natural Disasters (Russian Federation)

EU European Union

ExCom Executive Committee of the High
Commissioner’s Programme

FAO Food and Agriculture Organisation

FDPs Formerly Deported Peoples: People who
were deported from their historic
homeland during the Soviet period. Some
of the persons belonging to this category
may be stateless. (Applies to situations in
CIS countries. The definition does not
carry a universal or binding character).

FRAME Framework for Assessing and Monitoring
the Environment in Refugee Operations

GCC Gulf Co-operation Council 

HIV/AIDS Human Immunodeficiency
Virus/Acquired Immunodeficiency
Syndrome

IASC Inter-Agency Standing Committee

ICRC International Committee 
of the Red Cross

ID Identification Document

IDP Internally Displaced Person: A person
forced or obliged to flee from his/her
home as a result of or in order to avoid 
the effects of armed conflicts, situations
of generalised violence, violations of
human rights or natural or human-made
disasters, and who has not crossed an
internationally recognised border.

IFRC International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies

IGAD Inter-Governmental Authority on
Development

ILO International Labour Organisation

IMF International Monetary Fund

INS Immigration and Naturalisation 
Service (USA)

IOM International Organisation for Migration

IRPs Involuntarily Relocating Persons: Persons
who were forced to relocate to the
country of their citizenship as a result of
circumstances endangering their lives,
such as armed conflict, internal disorder,
inter-ethnic conflict or systematic
violations of human rights and who are
in need of assistance to resettle in their
countries of citizenship. (Applies to
situations in CIS countries. The
definition does not carry a universal or
binding character).

JPO Junior Professional Officer

KFOR Kosovo Force

KIMS Knowledge and Information
Management System

KWI Kosovo Women’s Initiative

LRRRC Liberian Refugee Repatriation 
and Resettlement Commission



Mandate refugees Persons who are recognised as refugees
by UNHCR acting under the authority
of its Statute and relevant UN General
Assembly resolution. Mandate status is
especially significant in states that are not
parties to the 1951 Convention or its
1967 Protocol.

LTTE Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ealam 
(Sri Lanka)

MERCOSUR Mercado Común del Sur

MINURSO United Nations Mission for the
Referendum in Western Sahara

MONUC United Nations Observer Mission in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo

NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organisation

NGO Non-Governmental Organisation

NWFP North West Frontier Province (Pakistan)

OAU Organisation of African Unity

OCHA Office for the Co-ordination of
Humanitarian Affairs

ODIHR Office for Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights (OSCE)

ODPR Office for Displaced Persons and
Refugees

OHCHR Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights

OHR Office of the High Representative

OMS Operations Management System

OSCE Organisation for Security and Co-
operation in Europe

PARinAC Partnership in Action

PEER Programme for Education for
Emergencies and Reconstruction

PKF Peace-Keeping Force

POP People Oriented Planning

prima facie A practice by which all persons forming
part of a large-scale influx are regarded as
refugees (i.e. prima facie refugees).

QIP Quick Impact Project

refoulement The return by force of a person to a
territory where she/he would be at risk of
being persecuted, or of being moved to
another territory where she/he would
face persecution.

RHR Reproduction Health for Refugee

RSD Refugee Status Determination

RUF Revolutionary United Front (Sierra
Leone)

RWI Rwandan Women’s Initiative

SAARA Service d’aide et d’assistance aux réfugiés et
apatrides

SFOR Stabilisation Force (Bosnia and
Herzegovina) (NATO) 

SLA South Lebanese Army

SPLA Sudan People’s Liberation Army 

SRS Self-Reliance Strategy

STD Sexually Transmitted Disease

TACIS Technical Assistance to the
Commonwealth of Independent States

THAP Temporary Humanitarian Assisted
Persons

UNAIDS Joint United Nations Programme on
HIV/AIDS

UNAMSIL United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone

UNDAF United Nations Development Assistance
Framework

UNDCP United Nations International Drug
Control Programme (known also as
UNIDCP)

UNDP United Nations Development
Programme

UNECA United Nations Economic Commission
for Africa

UNEP United Nations Environment
Programme

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organisation

UNFIP United Nations Fund for International
Partnerships

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund

UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development
Organisation

UNIFEM United Nations Development Fund for
Women

UNITA Uniaõ Nacional para Independencia 
Total de Angola

UNMIBH United Nations Mission in Bosnia and
Herzegovina

UNMIK United Nations Interim Administration
Mission in Kosovo

UNOG United Nations Office in Geneva

UNOPS United Nations Office for Project
Services

UNSECOORD United Nations Security Co-ordinator

UNTAET United Nations Transitional
Administration in East Timor

UNV United Nations Volunteers

USAID United States Agency for International
Development

WFP World Food Programme

WHO World Health Organisation

WWF World Wildlife Fund
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