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Minutes of Meeting


	  
	Basic Needs Working Group

	
	Syrian Refugee Response in Jordan



	Meeting Location
	UNHCR Khalda office – EMOPs Room
	Meeting Date
	06.04.2015

	Chair Person
	Roger Dean- NRC 
	Meeting Time
	11:00-12:00

	Minutes Prepared by
	Claire Stephens

	Purpose of Meeting
	Basic Needs WG Meeting 

	Next meeting
	Monday  3rd August
Monthly WG Meetings = 1st Monday of every month 




1.) Summary of action points
	Number of action point or discussion
	Action point 
	Focal Point / Organization

	1.
	Partners who have submitted proposals to ERF are advised to contact OCHA to follow up on their application
	Everyone 

	2.
	Partners who have participated in, or are currently running, cash assistance schemes should report back with the information requested.
	Claire Stephens - UNHCR

	3.
	Partners should submit data to ActivityInfo for June by Wednesday 8th July COB
	Everyone




2.) Attachments and References
	Documents
	Location
	Contact Person

	Medair Presentation on Iris Scanning 
	To be uploaded to portal
Attached with minutes 
	Jonelle Armstrong 
cash-nfipm-jor@medair.org


	Winterization Standards
	To be uploaded to portal
Attached with minutes
	Roger Dean 
roger.dean@nrc.no 

Claire Stephens
             stephecl@unhcr.org

	MEB and MEB Guidance Note 
	Attached with minutes
	Volker Schimmel schimmel@unhcr.org 

	Cash Assistance Standards
	Attached with minutes
	Roger Dean 
roger.dean@nrc.no 

Claire Stephens            stephecl@unhcr.org




3.) Minutes

	Item
	Discussion

	Presentation of Revised Winterization Standards
	· The WG received explanation of the finalised Winterization Standards for the 2015-2016 cycle, as agreed upon by the Winterization Task Force. 
· The full detail of the standards can be found in the attached document. In brief, the standard package will remain the same as last year, with the continuation of a two-tier system. However, this year the standard will be based on a per capita model. 
· Queries were raised as to why the standards only focus on heaters and blankets, given the results of a rapid assessment on heaters showed that most beneficiaries have kept their heaters from previous cycles. Organisations were reminded that it is within their remit to decide whether assistance is given in the form of cash or NFIs; one advantage of cash assistance is that is does allow the beneficiaries to choose what they think are the urgent needs that require meeting. 
· Discussions on targeting are to be held in August. 

	Feedback on MEB  
	· The results of the Minimum Expenditure Basket (MEB) have been distributed among the Intersector WG and approved. 
· Two different MEBs have been developed – the Minimum Expenditure Basket (MEB) and the Survival Minimum Expenditure Basket (SMEB). The former represents what a Syrian refugee requires to live a dignified life outside the camps in Jordan, whilst the latter expresses the absolute minimum need for physical survival. 
· The excel tables containing the MEB and SMEB are attached with the minutes, along with a Guidance Note on how these could be applied to each sector, the VAF and other processes. 

	Thematic Presentation on Iris Scanning – Medair 
	· The presentation from Medair discussed the use of Iris scanning as an important tool in their cash assistance programme. 
· The presentation covered several different points:
How the iris scanning system works
Why Medair chose to adopt iris scanning; 
What the advantages and disadvantages are of this system. 
Details can be found in the review document attached.

	Update on ERF Process
	· Partners who have submitted proposals to ERF are advised to contact OCHA to ensure that their application has followed the right path, as there has been some confusion between Basic Needs submissions and Protection submissions. 
· The deadline for review has been extended by another 24 hours as a result of this complication. 

	AOB
	· New project in cooperation with the Health Sector – the aim of this new scheme is to widen the number of beneficiaries accessing healthcare. Currently, Syrian refugees have access to health services provided by the Ministry of Health for the same cost as non-insured Jordanians. However, the referral system used by JHAS is charged the unified rate, which is several times the non-insured rate. As a result, the aim of the new project is to target cash assistance towards refugees requiring medical attention, so that they can pay for the services themselves at the rate of non-insured Jordanians. This will mean that the limited referral budget can be used to serve more refugees. Partners working in Cash activities have been asked to submit to Claire Stephens (stephecl@unhcr.org) specific details of their projects. These include: 
· If cash assistance schemes are ongoing at the moment;
· How many beneficiaries receive assistance under this project (ActivityInfo does not allow us to see the overall net figure)
· The criteria used by agencies to assess the vulnerability of each case and how this compares to the vulnerability criteria used by the Health Sector.

· Partners are reminded that the ActivityInfo monthly reporting deadline for June is Wednesday 8th July. 





 List of Participants

	Organisation
	Name

	ACF
	Julie Calafat

	ACF
	Madlein Abu Amrieh

	NRC
	Alaa Alsaqarat

	NRC
	Roger Dean

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Mercy Corps 
	Brenna Carmody

	ECHO
	Cecilia Pietrobono

	WVI
	Hatim Abbassi

	WVI
	Gerald Johnson

	UNHCR
	Olivia Cribb

	UNRWA
	Sophie Lesselin

	UNRWA
	Nicol Herbert

	PU-AMI
	Zaid Awamreh

	GRC
	Christina Duschl

	Save the Children International
	Aqeel Khan

	DRC
	Andrew Merat 

	IRC
	Sawsan Issa

	ICMC
	Jade Huynh

	ICMC
	Shawn Trumbo 

	Near East Foundation
	Zev Rose

	CARE International
	Noor Snobar

	AVSI
	Fadi Hrimat

	AVSI
	Guido Calvi

	Medair
	Edwin Visser
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