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What is birth registration?

Birth Registration is 

continuous, 

permanent, 

compulsory

universal

recording of the occurrence and characteristics of the 
birth of a child as a vital event in accordance with the 
legal requirements in each country

-> A breeder document for all other identity documents



Senegal

Cape Verde

Gambia

72 %

Guinea-Bissau

24 %

Mali

87 %

Senegal

80 %

Niger

64 %

Nigeria

30 %

Congo Dem. Rep.

Gabon

Benin

85 %

Burkina Faso

77 %

Côte d’Ivoire

65 %

Ghana

71 %

Sierra Leone

77 %

Togo

78 %

Guinea

58 %

Liberia

25 %

Less than 25 %

51 % - 75 %

76 % - 90 %

91 % - 100%

26 % - 50 %

Birth registration in ECOWAS Member States - Universal and 
Compulsory?



Trends in birth registration in ECOWAS Members States - Continuous?
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Birth registration in ECOWAS Member States – permanent?



1) CRVS functions:

- Legal framework reform

- Reform of organisation, management and operations

- Improvement of institutional and human infrastructure

2) CRVS services:

- Interoperability with Health, Education, Social security etc.

- Improvement of operations of justice system 
administrations

- Public administration reform

- Improvement of national statistics operations

Recommendations of the AU Programme for CRVS reform


