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Change
through
girls’
education
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Without us, refugees can experience dangerous gaps in vital aid.
With us, they can get the all-round, practical assistance and protection they so desperately need.
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UNHCR names 2015 Nansen Refugee Award winner: Afghan refugee teacher Aqeela Asifi
BEEMRE 2015 FRASBMRIREE - METHEIET Ageela Asifi ST AL - FIRTSE

Once a year, UNHCR’s Nansen Refugee Award is bestowed to an individual, group, or organization in recognition of outstanding service for the
cause of refugees, displaced or stateless people. Established in 1954, the award is named after Fridtjof Nansen, the 15t High Commissioner for
Refugees at the League of Nations, with an aim to showcase the values of perseverance and conviction in the face of adversity through its
laureates. This year, Ageela Asifi, an Afghan teacher who has dedicated her life to bringing education to thousands of refugee girls, was named
winner of the 2015 Nansen Refugee Award.
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Ageela Asifi, 49, is recognized for her brave and tireless pursuit of
education for refugee girls in Kot Chandana of Mianwali, Pakistan,
while herself, also a refugee, overcome the struggles of life in exile.
According to global statistic, 80% of the Afghan refugee children are
out of school. As a teacher, Asifi was struck by the lack of schooling
for children, especially for girls - a consequence of the conservative
culture in refugee village - and was determined to make a difference.

She persevered for months to earn the village elders’ permission to
set up a small girls’ classroom. She bravely went door-to-door to
convince reluctant parents to let her tutor their children. She began
with just a handful of students in a makeshift school under a tent,
writing out worksheets for students by hand. Over the next two years
her tiny school blossomed and expanded. Now the school occupies
an entire building. In the 23 years after she fled Afghanistan, Asifi has
guided more than 1,000 girls through primary education to 8" grade.
Her efforts have encouraged more schools to open in the village.
Asifi believes that to educate this generation, we will help to transform
the opportunities of the generations to come. Her passion to teach
has even inspired her students to bring education to their generations.
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Pass the torch of girls’ education & & X+H{E

Ageela Asifi remains a trusted mentor and role model to generations of
pupils who still come to her for advice and guidance. She has changed the
lives of thousands of Afghan refugee girls.

“When you have mothers who are educated, you will aimost certainly have
future generations who are educated. So if you educate girls, you educate
generations. | wish for the day when people will remember Afghanistan,
not for war, but for its standard of education.” — Ageela Asifi

Afghanistan is the most protracted refugee crisis in the world. More than
2.6 milion Afghans currently live in exile, over half of them are children.
Access to education is considered a vital tool in enabling successful
repatriation, resettlement or local integration. Yet, it is estimated that
only one in every two refugee children is able to go to primary school and
only one in four attends secondary school. In this context, Asifi's endeavour
becomes all the more striking, empowering young refugees as well as
their generations to “break the cycle” - to build themselves a future with
access to education.
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The Nansen funded bakery - the story of the 2013 award winner continued

BMHERHESRE — 2013 FRBENREETE
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The Nansen Refugee Award, consisting of a commemorative medal
and a US$100,000 monetary prize, serves to assist the laureate’s
existing service financially in consultation of UNHCR and to raise
awareness for the group in need. For instance, Sister Angelique
Namaika, winner of the 2013 Nansen Refugee Award, who works in
a remote region in the north-east of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo with survivors of displacement and abuse by the Lord's
Resistance Army (LRA), had set up a bakery and agricultural
projects in Dungu to benefit hundreds more survivors and families
with the funding obtained through the award. UNHCR’s team visited
her project in Dungu this year and are happy to learn that this
project is now benefiting around 300 women and their families.
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UNHCR’s global snapshots
BiEERREERRHA

fugees returmng to homeland W
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After 25 long years living as a refugee in Pakistan, Ghulam Sakhi,
45, had mixed feelings about “returning home”. “There is still
enormous challenge in some parts of Afghanistan, but my family
and | decided to return because the security situation and
living environment have improved in Herat,” he said. As a result,
Sakhi found himself leading a group of 62 Afghan refugee
families, who had also opted to return under UNHCR’s Facilitated
Group Returns (FGR) Program, the agency's largest voluntary
repatriation scheme.

Back in Herat, UNHCR stepped in to provide assistance for
Sakhi’s group to purchase land to settle down, and developed
a special package of essential relief items and winterization kit
for each family, in addition to its regular cash assistance of
US$200 per person.

So far this year, UNHCR has assisted over 51,000 registered
Afghan refugees to return from Pakistan, which is a cornerstone
for the voluntary repatriation program.
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Despite a ceasefire in February this year, fighting around Horlivka
in Eastern Ukraine continued unabated in August. For the first
time in several weeks, UNHCR managed to deliver humanitarian
aid, with a convoy of 13 trucks carrying 260 metric tons of
shelter materials and basic relief items, to areas not controlled by
the government.

“Access to the conflict zone remained challenging, greatly
restricting the delivery of much needed humanitarian aid to those
in need,” UNHCR spokesperson Adrian Edwards revealed.
“More than 1,200 private houses were destroyed by shelling in
Horlivka and many families’ homes have been left without roofs,
windows or walls.”

In areas with severe destruction, preparation for the cold season
is a priority. The humanitarian aid delivered will provide over
5,000 families with materials for emergency repairs, another 110
households with shelter materials for light and medium repairs,
as well as over 3,000 beneficiaries with basic relief items such as
blankets, bed linen and towels.
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In September this year, UNHCR in collaboration with its partners
and local authorities opened two new camps for internally
displaced persons (IDPs) in Baghdad province.

Sadr Al Yusufiya camp and Scout camp have 325 and 250 tents
respectively, all connected to electricity while some are equipped
with essential household items and communal kitchens,
to provide shelter to 3,500 Iragis who had to flee Anbar province
due to recent fighting.

“It's a big relief,” said Naima, 66, who fled Anbar's capital in April,
and moved into Scout camp with her family recently. “We'd been
living in an unfinished building ever since we arrived (Baghdad's
Ghzaliya neighborhood). It feels good to have a space that is
ours,” she added.

In spring this year, renewed fighting in Anbar displaced
an estimated 250,000 Iragis. Irag now has the third highest
population of IDPs in the world. UNHCR will continue various
shelter interventions to respond to the crisis with plans to build
more camps in neighbor area.
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In Irag’s Northern Kurdistan region, Mohammad is busy carrying
out his daily duties as Deputy Camp Manager. The 30-year-old
Syrian refugee once had an established career as an English
teacher and translator in Syria, until the bitter civil war reached
his hometown.

“When the revolution started it was peaceful and no one thought
it would go on for this long - more than four years of fighting now.
Syria is not the same,” says Mohammad.

After fleeing to Irag with his wife, Mohammad took any job
he could find in the first two years — manual laborer, field worker,
delivery man. When UNHCR and the camp management heard
about his story and skills, he was quickly called upon and was
employed in his new role. Today he is an indispensable man to
the effective running of the refugee camp.
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Join our hands for refugees

BFoER

Sharing the spirit of humanitarianism, our staff, volunteers and supporters around the world are devoted to help the displaced. Let us find out
what they have done and their stories behind.

FEANEBEIERRE  HOBEERBUAZMNME TRENXSE -ERNEDRBAANER - BRM-—ETHMOMBEEHITAEM
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‘ ‘ When | see suffering and | can offer With the war in Syria in its fifth year, 1.17 million refugees have now fled to Lebanon in
a helping hand... it’s an amazing feeling. search of safety, most with little knowledge about how to access UNHCR'’s services.

ERENSEH  MREMHET

Dr. Ahmed, a 45-year-old Syrian refugee unable to practise medicine in Lebanon,

EERE+AFY -7 has therefore become one of 430 UNHCR volunteers, who locates and visits refugee

communities across the mountainous terrain, to provide practical information and
Dr. Ahmed access to medical assistance. His services are in high demand - in the course of just
The Refugee Doctor one morning, he helped track down a Physiotherapist for a man whose arm was
BEEL paralyzed by a bullet wound, retrieved a small bag of blood medication for an elderly

stroke victim too weak to get to the pharmacy, and offered advice and a sympathetic
ear to the mother of three ailing children.
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“ I cannot stop war, but | can help In Jordan, 84% of Syrian refugee families live outside camps and away from the
other people who are affected by it. traditional safety net UNHCR can provide. UNHCR has developed a monthly cash
BEEAL BT ERTUSRE assistance program targeting the most at risk families across the country, helping them

AN )=l

on rent, healthcare and food. As a Senior Field Assistant, Tamara Bakez was proud of
herself being one of the team who works on the frontline conducting home visits
every day, assessing and identifying those families in need the most.

HBZRHENA 7

Tamara Bakez

Senior Field Assistant HEE 84% KA THEIETEERERER > PIZERmHL—LEEN
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“ I think we have a moral duty to do Organized by Ms. Stephanie Herd, families from Park Island have a special “Charity
something to help the less fortunate. Craft Day” to raise funds in support of UNHCR'’s work for refugees fleeing to Europe.

We can all help in some ways. , , : ,
“We are fortunate enough to live with our family, have a home, get a job and be able to

> B3 /8 b ] ,
ﬁiﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁi‘% %Ej} TEMA send our children to school. All these are just because we were lucky enough to be born
ARAZBUREFAER at the right place. | think we have a moral duty to do something to help the less fortunate.
BEEMNA We can all help in some ways. As | work a lot with children, | had this idea of charity craft

and hope we could do something fun yet meaningful together,” Ms. Herd said.

Stephanie Herd
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Join our hands for refugees

BFoEER

Let’s reach out to our families and friends to raise awareness and respond together!

FRASHERANRR - —FALETE !

The IKEA Brighter Lives for Refugees campaign
EFXXE [REEMESTEREN] TH

Between 29 November and 19 December 2015, the Brighter Lives for
Refugees campaign will run in over 300 IKEA stores in over 40 countries.

For every LED light bulb or lamp sold in participating IKEA stores globally
during the campaign period, the IKEA Foundation will donate HK$10to
UNHCR. The money raised will fund UNHCR in parts of Asia, Africa and
the Middle East.

20158 11 20 BZ 12 A 19 A » 2BR{E18 40 {EE]ZX%E 300 B EX
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UNIQLO distributed the 10 millionth item of clothing
to refugees with UNHCR
UNQLO LB SRR ESRE—TEHHKRD

In May this year, UNHCR's collaboration with UNIQLO reached a major
milestone at a distribution in the capital of Uganda, where staff handed out
the 10 millionth piece of clothing donated by customers of the Japanese
retail giant to refugees worldwide.

SERA BAZEXEFEUNQLOMIFAEEE TEEHBHE
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UNIQLO’s 10 million pieces collection campaign

UNIQLO — TR #F R B XITE

Celebrating the 10" anniversary of the partnership, UNIQLO aims to launch
the project globally (in markets including Mainland China, Hong Kong,
Taiwan, Singapore, etc.) to collect additional 10 million pieces of clothes
during the Fall and Winter.

e Inour woi;l'd today there are an unprecedented number of
refugees—lq?n_ple like.you.and-me.who have been force 3
ee their homes in‘search of safety and a new life.

p us in,our Work with the Unite l':atiuns dﬂf&é ney

N\

ath 1)3 million pieces of"cl‘ot’hing for M‘fg ;;-in
.-need wherever they are. A%

RENREBSHEBERESHF 10BF - UNQLOFTEIE 2 IRETRIEE
RITE (BEREKE - F8 - - 88 HINRETSE) @ FERSHF
MEFFINE— T BRI AMEIRE -




Emergency pledge update
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Calls for action to Europe's refugee crisis
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UNHCR has continued to increase its support on the ground for refugees and local authorities throughout Europe who are receiving, registering
and assisting refugees on the move. So far this year, nearly 800,000 people have arrived Europe by sea.
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770,838

Refugees have arrived in Europe by sea
HEEBHEB KM
(as of November 2015 #Z2015%114)

Aid distributed from UNHCR for refugees* in coming winter
BAEMRESRR SIEHEZFHHIENE

*In Greece, Macedonia, Serbia, Hungary, Croatia, Slovenia
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Arrived in Greece
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Arrived in Italy
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Scattered in Malta and Spain
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390,000.

Thermal blankets
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504,000.
Plastic sheets
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A 60,000.

Bottles of water
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140,000 .

Raincoats

K

10,000.

Pieces of high energy biscuits

BREEBHRL

As refugee families continue to flee war and persecution at staggering rates,
a bitter winter is fast approaching. UNHCR knows from previous winter crises
that it is critical to ensure that families are equipped to survive the winter from
November onwards. UNHCR is working around the clock with other
agencies and aid groups, stockpiling and distributing winter aid items to keep
vulnerable people, both in camps and urban settings, protected and warm.
This includes:

e The distribution of winter survival kits including thermal blankets, sleeping bags,
winter clothes, heating stoves, and gas supplies;

® The provision of emergency shelters including family tents, refugee housing
units and emergency reception facilities; and

e Improvement of reception and transit centers including the installation of
heaters, mobile kitchens and power generators.
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UNHCR would like to express our heartfelt thanks to the following supporters:
RUOBBLUTATRBEXHIZISHSEHEREN I -

Aegon / Airbnb / Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre &SEBIEHEL Ly / The Official Provisional Municipal Council of Macau 2P RIFTH & REEE

And all the wonderful volunteers! A K& Ffia% T{fH !

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees BiS BB ES=HERERE

Room 911, Yau Ma Tei Carpark Building, 250 Shanghai Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong & i 188 L84 250 $55d it FE B A E 11 E
Donation Hotline A &44R : (852) 2388 3278  Fax f#HE : (852) 2780 0961  Email EH : info@unhcr.org.hk
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