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Without us, refugees can experience dangerous gaps in vital aid.
With us, they can get the all-round, practical assistance and protection they so desperately need.
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Emergency Response Update: Keeping People Healthy in a Crisis
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the elderly, at significant risk.
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consequences and can cripple a child for life.

When someone has been forced from their home because of conflict or disaster they are often at increased
risk of illness and disease. The combined stress and trauma of their experiences, coupled with poor food
supplies, infrequent meals, and overcrowded living conditions places the vulnerable, in particular children and

Keeping children, women and men healthy after they have fled their homes is crucial and with your support the
UN refugee agency (UNHCR) prioritizes health programmes that vaccinate children and keep families healthy.

Stopping polio in its tracks in Jordan

Even before the polio virus was discovered inside Syria, we were hard at work to protect refugee children against it.
Polio is an acute virus that can spread rapidly from person to person. It can have serious and life-threatening

In October, with your support in the Za’atri refugee camp in Jordan, 120 community health workers and UNHCR have
worked in 36 vaccination teams to make sure that all children under the age of 5 have received the vaccine.

In just three days we reached and vaccinated more than 19,000 children, protecting them and their families. As part of our
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emergency outbreak response, we’ll make sure that they keep receiving boosters for earlier vaccinations.
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At the Medicine du Monde clinic
in Za'atri refugee camp, a UNHCR
supported nurse administers the
polio vaccine.
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Halting hepatitis E in South Sudan
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In the Yusuf Batil refugee camp in South Sudan, 200-500 people
were regularly struck down by the debilitating liver disease hepatitis
E. The iliness, spread through poor sanitary and hygiene practices,
has sadly taken the lives of 241 people in the region’s refugee
camps over the past year.

But, thanks to the efforts of UNHCR and our partners, some simple
measures are having a striking and lifesaving impact on the number
of new cases.

Increasing the number of latrines in the camp and ensuring a more
adequate supply of clean drinking water were essential first steps.
We followed up the practical improvements with a simple but
effective hand washing campaign which has dramatically reduced
the spread of the illness to around four to five new cases a week.
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they are given the vaccine.

©UNHCR/ G. Beals ?ﬁ?ﬁa‘%z%g%/fgq °©

"UNHCR

N i W“:c'\" ‘

=
=
o
(%]
o
(&}
5
zZ
E)
©

J

Health workers paint the fingers
of children who have received
the booster vaccination. If the
children are not finger painted
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Winter is Coming: UNHCR Prepares Syrian R ug
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As the Syrian Arab Republic plunges into a third winter
of war, the UN refugee agency (UNHCR) is racing
against time to prepare refugee families and displaced
communities for the encroaching Middle Eastern winter.

In the coming months, more than a million displaced
children will find themselves in sub-zero temperatures.
Many have no shoes or socks. Many live in abandoned
buildings or makeshift shelters with feeble linings not
intended to keep the icy night temperatures at bay.

These children and families have suffered enough and
with your support, UNHCR must do everything possible
to keep them safe and warm...
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are in desperate need of support.
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Surviving a second winter in camp

Jordan’s Za’atri refugee camp, built in a desert, is a settlement
of extremes. The soaring temperatures of summer will soon be
replaced by sub-zero freezing winds and bitter storms. Last
year, rainstorms caused flooding across the camp and
conditions were miserable for many families.

This year, with your support, we are working harder than ever
before. Round the clock preparations are underway in a bid to
move as many families from tents into more stable and warm
prefabricated shelters.

Winter kits will also shortly be distributed to families, many of
whom were forced from their home with only the clothes on
their backs. Every winter kit costs HK$3,200 but each one
contains the essentials needed to help a family survive until
spring. From fuel vouchers to energy efficient heaters, extra
blankets to supplies of warm clothing, these are vital items for

) the thousands of Syrian families who are living in Za’atri refugee
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camp.
A Syrian refugee child reaches N - re—
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Supporting displaced families inside
Syria this winter

o
(%}
5
z
2
©

In early October, UNHCR and our partners started to
deliver winter items to Syrians still living within the
war-torn country. The ongoing violence has made it
difficult and dangerous for our teams to get much
needed relief to those who still remain but every week
their dedication sees around 250 trucks on the move
inside Syria, delivering aid to up to 15,000 households.

We have also started to distribute vital winter items.
Thicker thermal blankets and additional waterproof
tarpaulins have already been distributed and should
help to keep up to one million people warmer and
drier over the winter months. We have also weather S . : =
proofed and improved shelters hosting 35,000 Syrian children get used to their new home in a shelter for the internally
people but we still need to improve housing sheltering  displaced in the battered city of Homs. ZTEE BT+ RBEKATAYZ 1M
45,000 before the bitter weather sets in. FtAE BT e BTN AT -
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RAVEIFERERE - Two youngsters wrapped up against the cold at the Za'atri camp
reception centre. FFA BRI BHR EMNEFHL  WEETIAEEE
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The scale of the conflict in Syria is staggering and it is a tragedy unparalleled in our
recent history. Combined with the needs of families and people affected by ongoing
emergencies across the world, UNHCR resources are stretched to the limit.
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The children, women and men of Syria have already been through so
much. We have a short window to help them this winter.
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can provide a winter kit for a family containing the essentials needed to
help a family survive the winter
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can provide two families with stoves so that they can cook for themselves
IAMERERHEER  RUMNERLERER

can provide high thermal fleece blankets to keep a family warm during the
bitter winter months
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On-going Beneficiary Events for the UNHCR
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Our thanks to Hong Tsz-Ling who is walking from Hong Kong to London

Since 5" October, 2013, Hong Tsz-Ling, a 25-year-old writer, began his one-year fundraising
campaign named “Walk from Hong Kong to London”. The UNHCR would like to thank Hong
Tsz-Ling for choosing us as his beneficiary agency. He is going to raise funds for vulnerable
refugees throughout his entire journey on foot. Ever since childhood, his dream has been to
explore the world whilst walking.

Mr Hong has walked 1,700km so far. As he reached Nanjing, the total raised for the UNHCR
reached HK$18,300. For being chosen as his beneficiary, the UNHCR would like to express its
sincere gratitude to Mr Hong and thanks him for walking for refugees.

On the long journey, Mr Hong has been lucky to meet some fellow travellers. He said, “l met

two elderly men from the countryside on my journey, one on the way from Dongguan to A fellow traveller from Shandon
Guangzhou, and another in De’an Province, Jiujiang City, which is in Jiangxi. They hope to (right) met Hong Tsz-Ling (leﬁQ)J
travel around in China for the rest of their lives. Even with little money and few resources, with his bicycle. WEEA ()
their passion has never lessened. The first gentleman | met was riding his bicycle from %ﬁﬁiﬁiﬁﬁiﬁéjﬁ s b
Dongguan to Guangzhou; another had departed Xiamen and was hitch-hiking to Anhui. B F s ) - va

Their experiences encouraged me a lot. Your dreams will come true if you are determined
to take action and realise them.” On his dream-chasing journey, Hong Tsz-Ling
needs your support. All proceeds will be used to support the UNHCR’s
global emergency relief programmes.
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¥ Please donate now

T ENE: www.simplygiving.com/walkfromhktouk

r Explore the Emergency Updates FE—IFRETRRIBEE
Timely ERRIETERE
Disasters occur and wars break out with KB SE A RERER
increasing frequency. Our emergency response HTIEABRERES  EE
teams are ready to arrive in a disaster area RSB N BE B INT2
within - 72 hours, providing shelters and NERBELE > ARA
protection. The UNHCR needs to offer a LERBERERIZBAEE o
suitable solution to the persons suffering until R - MABHREFEE
the situation has become more settled. BERBERREREDBER
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The UNHCR is happy to share its emergency EEY=Z=REFE o @UNHC'/RROC
updates with you. For all updates, please go e
to:  www.UNHCR.org.hk (Please click Hﬁfﬁé%’EE%%?@:T%@W%I{’E?E%Z&E '
“News and Updates” for Emergency Reports iﬁﬁigﬁi%f:xt%? - www.UNHCR.org.hk
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Help the Refugees in Need — Join Us as a Volunteer
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The UNHCR is going to hold two ‘ Volunteer Briefing Sessions o
volunteer briefing sessions in Date: 9" & 10" January, 2014

early Janua’ry. We will introduce Time: (A) 9" January  19:30 - 21:00

the UNHCR’s different works and (B) 10 January 19:30 - 21:00

the upcoming volunteer activities. L : i :
The briefing sessions will be conducted in Cantonese.

For anyone who is interested in Enrolment: Please email your name, contact number and your preferred session (either A or B)
becoming our volunteer, please to loi@unhcr.org. A confirmation email will be sent to all successfully-enrolled
attend one of the Volunteer volunteers. Seats are limited. Please reserve your seat now.

Briefing Sessions as required. For enquiry, please contact Ms lvy Lo at 2206 0205, or Ms Maggie Chum at 2206 0204.
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;J;)in Us to Implement
“Hoe Hin Pak Fah Yeow” e “Be a Refugee” Programme
Chinese New Year Charity Sale The UNHCR and H

i lighted to be the beneficiary agency pf
-tr:ee “Llfi[:)lg?—?nlsP:E Igah Yeow” Chinese INeW Yea.\r Charity
Sale for the third year in & row. This charlty sale will be held
on 25t — 318t January, 2014. We aré looking for vplunteers
to help sell the products of Pak Fah Yoew, and introduce

the UNHCR to the public.

s from sales will be used to support the UNHCR SR e,
ild the lives of refugees all

KedCity are Co-organising the “Be g

All proceed
and provide assistance to rebu

across the world.

Date of event: 1gth January, 2014
Time of event: 10:00am — 3:00pm

. = Venue: i
[ F0ME B 7E SR | FEHEERE enue: HKedCity, Sha Kok Estate
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I Quota: 30
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Thanks to You: Voting for Peace
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Assidye is one of the first Malian refugees in
Mbera camp in Mauritania to receive his voter
card. His family sent it from Lere in Northern Mali
to Mauritania.
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The second round of Presidential elections in Mali
have seen high numbers of refugees living in exile
voting with the support of the UN refugee agency
(UNHCR). With the support of UNHCR, around 4,000
refugees across the region participated in the
election.

Elections are considered a crucial first step by Malian
refugees and displaced people who fled their homes
during last years’ violence between government
forces and rebel groups. They hope that the elections
will help improve the stability of their home country
and signal that soon it may be safe to return.
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A first step towards stability

One of the thousands of refugees supported to vote is 45-year-old Ibrahim
Ag Moussa. Moussa fled Mali last year, “It feels really good to vote. In some
ways, it gives me hope that peace is near.”

Moussa travelled by bus to the polling station where he was registered to
cast his vote, and like many refugees, he believes the elections might signal
the first stages of peace, “If all goes well, | want to be back in Mali before
the end of the year.”

The head of UNHCR’s office in Burkina Faso, Marie Louise Kabre, said that
even though many refugees did not vote, it was an important moment for
those who were able to cast a vote.

“These elections are important for Malian refugees, they feel it is a right and
a duty for them. It is also a sign of renewal, a sign of reconciliation in Mali.”

UNHCR enabling electoral process

Prior to the elections UNHCR teams in Burkina Faso, Niger, and Mauritania
met with refugee communities to clearly explain how UNHCR would offer
non-political support but help ensure their right to vote.

"UNHCR surveys found that refugees were generally in favour of being
included in the elections, that they have good awareness of the situation in
Mali, and that some believe the elections will help peace and stability — a
fundamental condition for many refugees in deciding whether to return to
their country," says UNHCR spokesman Adrian Edwards.

Thanks to the support of people like you across the world, UNHCR was
able to facilitate Malian refugee involvement and ensure the voluntary
nature of the electoral process in a safe environment.
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< Eligible voters are the ones who have their NINA cards and were registered

on the national electoral database.
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