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Without us, refugees can experience dangerous gaps in vital aid.
With us, they can get the all-round, practical assistance and protection they so desperately need.
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LIFE IN LIMBO
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UNHCR tackles the problem of
statelessness

What does Albert Einstein have in common
with the Faili Kurds in Iraq, the Russian cellist
Mstislav Rostropovich and the Rohingya
people in Myanmar? The answer is that they
have all been stateless, whether by decree,
legal oversight or historical accident.

There are an estimated 12 million stateless people in the
world today. Not recognized as citizens of any country,
they exist in a legal limbo, often denied their rights and
excluded from employment, housing, education and
health care. Without formal identification, they may be
unable to own property, marry, register their children's
births or receive a passport or pension. They often live in
poverty on the margins of society, powerless and
vulnerable to abuse and exploitation.

Statelessness is a largely hidden issue, partly because
those affected do not legally exist. The extent of the
problem globally is only just becoming apparent, but we
do know that Estonia, Irag, Kenya, Latvia, Myanmar,
Nepal, Syria and Thailand have the world's largest
stateless populations.

How do people become stateless?

Statelessness has a number of causes — some easier to
fix than others:

e |t can result from the break-up of states and the
redrawing of national boundaries. The disintegration
of the Soviet Union and the Yugoslav Federation, for
example, has left thousands of people stateless to
this day.

e The collapse of empire is another common cause.
Following the withdrawal of colonial powers from
Africa and Asia last century, millions of people, many
of them from ethnic minorities, found themselves
classified as foreigners in countries where their
ancestors had lived for generations.

e People can simply fall through the cracks in the
complex international maze of citizenship laws. In
some countries, citizenship is lost automatically after
a person's prolonged residence elsewhere. In some
30 countries, only men are able to pass citizenship to
their children. The children of women who marry
foreigners often end up stateless, as do the women
when such marriages end in divorce.

Underlying most situations of statelessness, however, is
racial and ethnic discrimination. With a single decree,
Irag’s former President Saddam Hussein stripped the
Faili Kurds of their Iragi citizenship in 1980. While most
Roma do have citizenship in the countries where they
live, thousands continue to be stateless in Europe.
Minorities such as some hill tribes in Thailand and the
Bidoon in the Gulf States have been excluded from
citizenship in countries where they have lived for
hundreds, even thousands, of years.
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Antonia displays documents she was given when she first entered the
Dominican Republic as a refugee from Haiti. The documents have long
since expired, leaving her stateless and unable to access basic
services.
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How does UNHCR help?

While some stateless people are refugees, most are not. Nevertheless,
UNHCR has been given a mandate by the UN General Assembly to solve
the problem of statelessness throughout the world. The agency
advocates for the rights of stateless people and works closely with

governments to eliminate the legal barriers that can lead to statelessness.

In December 2011, a highly successful ministerial meeting hosted by
UNHCR in Geneva achieved significant breakthroughs on the issue. Eight
more countries signed up to the two major international treaties relating to
statelessness and numerous governments pledged to reform flawed and
discriminatory laws on nationality.

In the past decade, countries like Iraq, Sri Lanka, Brazil, Nepal and
Bangladesh have all taken steps to address the plight of their stateless
populations. UNHCR has provided extensive advice on law reform and
logistical support, helping thousands of people to register and claim their
rights as citizens.

Despite the success stories, however, much statelessness in the world
remains tragically unresolved. If the core reason is political - inter-ethnic
friction or an international dispute - it can take many years to find
solutions.
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The Rohingya are an ethnic and religious minority with a long
and tragic history of statelessness. Most (almost 300,000) live
in Myanmar's North Arakan State, close to the Bangladesh
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border. Being Sunni Muslims of South Asian descent, they are
distinct from the mostly East Asian and Buddhist Burmese
majority and are considered neither citizens nor foreigners.

Desperately poor, the Rohingya live severely restricted lives.
Virtually confined to their settlements, they need to apply for
a travel pass just to visit a neighbouring village. Such
restrictions have limited their access to employment,
education and health care. Even in emergencies, they must
apply for permission to reach to the poorly-equipped local
hospital. Requests to access to the better medical facility in
nearby Sittwe are almost always denied.
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REFUGEES FLOOD OUT OF SYRIA
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ia descends into civil war, the stream of
people fleeing the country is fast becoming a
flood. With You reports from neighbouring
Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey where a joint
relief operation led by UNHCR is bracing for

a growing tide of Syrian refugees.
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A Syrian mother and child wait at a UNHCR registration
centre in Northern Lebanon. Once they are registered as
refugees, UNHCR and its partners can help these families
find safe accommodation and provide them with food,
bedding and other basic humanitarian supplies.
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Stories of escape

UNHCR Special Envoy Angelina Jolie travelled to Turkey to meet with
Syrian refugees. In camps near border, she listened as dozens of Syrian
women and children told of their traumatic experiences and of their
desperate efforts to escape.

‘| am both impressed and disturbed by how much the children understand
about what's happening in their country," Angelina Jolie told the attendant
media, "how they speak about family members being killed, themselves
hearing gunfire, seeing their houses bombed, having to leave everything.

| asked one child what he packed. He said 'l have my shirts, that's it'.

Turkey has received by far the largest influx of Syrian refugees. Since
mid-August, up to 5,000 people have been arriving at the borders every
day. Nine camps have now been established by the Turkish government
and another seven are under construction.

"Everyone needs to be doing all thq can for the

sfire," said

innocent families caught in the cn !
. "These

Angelina Jolie, UNHCR Special

people deserve and need our help." Viheee » 2
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Inside the warzone

The UNHCR office in Damascus is a hive of activity as the city outside
reverberates with the sound of shelling and gunfire.

"Many callers are reporting a lack of access to food, water and
sanitation," says UNHCR spokesperson Melissa Fleming. "Families
unable to leave the violent areas are requesting help with relocation
[while others] are expressing fears of physical harm and of being
targeted."

UNHCR is also maintaining a field office in Aleppo, Syria's largest city
and the scene of some of the worst fighting during August. Working with
the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC), UNHCR staff have overcome
enormous security constraints to deliver tonnes of plastic sheeting,
blankets, mattresses, kitchen sets, jerry cans and baby diapers to
families sheltering in schools and other public buildings.
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Please/makelanjurgent{donation to UNHCR and help to give a desperate family shelter.and protection:
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can provide kitchen sets and cutlery for 5 refugee families.
REHESNERIERMERAR RA

can purchase 100 sachets of ready-to-use protein-rich
therapeutic food to promote healthy weight gain in children.
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can provide 200 foldable jerry cans.
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One year after refugees from Sudan's Blue Nile —
state began fleeing across the border into
South Sudan, a massive UNHCR relief  —syi. pamaRRAHA S CEMNLBR SR EHS -H2
operation remains in full swing. B BORSREAERANKETDNAREETS o
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The big challenges of this crisis:

e the acute shortage of clean drinking water at many sites

e the high level of insecurity in camps located near the TR E Y E B B

border - . o L
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e the poor condition of new arrivals, requiring urgent HFT - AN T A P

medical and nutritional support s
e torrential rains that, since May, have cut road access Do pEE

to a number of camps, requiring all relief supplies and S

equipment to be airlifted in GEBEREENBI4/RESEE TEASRELE N - RHEBBIHHA

e health threats arising from poor hygiene and water RBEXIE - RSB/ MEANKEDBIETRERHREFRETLE - BF
quality, increased overcrowding and the proximity of TiniREl - EHER - YR - MEHRE - RERBERER
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UNHCR currently has 47 emergency staff stationed
in the region, providing coordination and specialist
support. Emergency Response Team members are
working in all key sectors, including site planning,

camp management, logistics, supply, protection Relief items supplied since last Decemober
and refugee registration. include 16,400 family fents and non-tood
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) programs items for 130,000 people.

are an urgent priority. In partnership with other - =
agencies and engineering NGOs, UNHCR is =] %E'\Zﬁ o E%&%\%&’\SAQQKE%E“E%

overseeing the drilling of boreholes, water trucking
and chlorination projects and conducting vital public
health and hygiene campaigns.
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WHY I DO IT - Marie-Héléne Verney
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Marie-Héléne Verney speaks to us from Unity State in
South Sudan where she is completing a 3-month
emergency mission as head of UNHCR's field office in the
border town of Yida

Tell us about the refugee situation in Yida.

Some 65,000 Sudanese refugees have arrived from the Nuba Mountains
over the past year, most of them in the last three months. They are fleeing
ongoing fighting, aerial bombardments, human rights violations and
widespread famine.

Are the refugees arriving in a poor state of health?

The health status of these latest arrivals is definitely worse than before. There
are lots of malnourished children, including severely malnourished ones. Two
thirds of the camp population are children under 11. It is tough to see them
so sick and in pain and to see the limits of our actions because of the
insecurity and complex logistics.

Can you explain in more detail the challenges you face?

The situation at the border is very tense and Yida is located between this
unsafe border and a swamp. Now, in the rainy season, we are relying on air
transport for everything we do, from staff movements to the delivery of
shelter items and relief supplies.

What kind of help are you bringing in?

South Sudan has been destroyed by war so there is no infrastructure and
very limited access to basic services. Our interventions in Yida camp include
registration, health care, water and shelter. Shelter is a major priority for the
35,000 refugees who have arrived in the past few weeks.

What are the main health issues in the camp?

There has been an increase in diseases since the start of the rainy season,
including bloody diarrhoea. These illnesses are particularly dangerous for
malnourished children. We also have to focus on hygiene campaigns. Many
of the refugees come from the Nuba Mountains and are not used to living in
large communities.

What strikes you most about this particular emergency?

It is a very complex situation. These people are depending entirely on
humanitarian help and will suffer from any lack of action. If we are not able to
fly in what is needed during the rainy season, people will die: it is as simple
as that. Unfortunately our budgets are what they are, and air transport is
Very expensive.

What have you found most rewarding?

What we do here every day makes a real difference. Every metre we drill in a
borehole has a major impact on people's lives.

Working
round-the-clock.
The UNHCR office
in Yida after dark.
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A massive emergency response

Delivering life-saving assistance

We organized 17 airlifts to Kenya, Somalia and Ethiopia
bringing vital life saving aid including:

46,850 blankets, 46,200 high-energy biscuits,
29,600 jerry cans, 25,200 sleeping mats, 19,720 plastic
sheets, 18,900 family tents, 16,200 mosquito nets,
14,160 buckets, 9,792 kitchen sets, and 15 hospital tents.

Inside Somalia, we distributed 70,000 emergency
assistance packages, containing kitchen sets, sleeping
mats and plastic sheeting to people in need.

Feeding the malnourished

With your help, we were able to provide blanket
supplementary feeding to over 100,000 children in Kenya
and Ethiopia every month. In Dollo Ado camp, Ethiopia,
an average of 3,500 pregnant women and new mothers
received fortified blended food mix every month.

Scaling up our health activities

In Ethiopia and Kenya, over 250,000 children were
vaccinated against measles. In Daddab, a polio
immunization campaign for children under 5 achieved
above 85% coverage.

We distributed water purification tablets to more than
400,000 people in the region. Close to 30,000 mosquito
nets were distributed in Dollo camp, with a special focus
on children under 5 years and pregnant women.
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In 2011, the Horn of Africa was hit by
one of the worst famines ever. Close to
one million Somali refugees were in
urgent need of help.
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“I've come back from the dead,” says the 22-year-old. éf;ﬁi ngd?ETf;‘%’?tﬁg
“Now | want to have a future and take full advantage of ~ o
my life. I'm even handsome!” In July 2011, Aden arrived
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from Somalia at Kobe camp, Ethiopia, starving and ?ﬁf?\ﬁﬁ%i}iﬁf;%\ ﬂ/jg_
desperate. He contracted measles and could no longer }E‘E‘:%D)\/E\E ° TR E_Ir‘,i% % i
take in food. His whole body was in pain. His father B RREL L;U $
eventually brought him to a stabilisation centre. After five i ;';\7 E4F 0 AdenZ XA
days, he could begin to use his legs again. After a frAEsmBIED) i 1.Hf§

month, he was no longer at death’s door. HERET -
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