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| Rohingya refugees have been staying
in the Bangladesh camp since 1991.
Condition of the makeshift shelters
requires immediate improvement.
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Without us, refugees can experience dangerous gaps in vital aid. ¢ With us, they can
get the all-round, practical assistance and protection they so desperately need.
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_THANK YOUI

UNHCR relief reaches more than a million
displaced people in Pakistan

In May, a government offensive against militants in north-west
Pakistan triggered the “largest and swiftest” displacement of civilians
in nearly twenty years.

UNHCR’s response to the crisis was also large and swift. As thousands
of families flooded south from the mountain districts of Swat, Buner
and Dir, our emergency teams quickly established camps for the
displaced people and distributed food, tents, water containers and
other survival items.

“It’s been amazing the way we have responded,” said UNHCR’s
Emergency Coordinator, Urooj Saifi speaking in June at the height
of the crisis. “First of all we managed to set up a few of camps very
fast. Within a couple of days we had three camps. We are working
in new camps every day and identifying new sites. Our site planners
are working every single day to enlarge the camps and get them
ready to receive more people.”

Within a month, UNHCR had helped to establish 21 camps for the
displaced, providing shelter, food and services for some 250,000
people. At the same time, our staff are operating ‘humanitarian hubs’
in urban centres like Peshawar, distributing relief packages to the
thousands of displaced families sheltering with relatives and friends.

Now, as peace returns to Pakistan’s beautiful mountain valleys, most
of those who fled the fighting want to return to rebuild their houses
and lives.

With the help of your donations, UNHCR is providing ongoing
assistance for families making the journey back home, providing kits
of essential household items and building materials.

To date, UNHCR has distributed relief and shelter packages to more
than 193,000 displaced families in Pakistan, reaching an estimated
1.3 million people. This huge relief operation is now close to being
fully funded. Thank you for your extraordinary support!

2

A young girl gets ready to board one of the buses in Jalozai camp
that will take her and her family back to their home in the Swat Valley.
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World Food Day - October 16, 2009
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October 16th was World Food Day! According to reports from the
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) - United Nations, armed
conflict has seriously affected cereal production in developing
countries and demand for food imports in neighboring countries is
high. Devaluation of national currencies, unstable trade policies and
inefficient transportation has all contributed to a still soaring food
price in the developing world. UNHCR points out that high food
prices has weakened the agency’s capacity to purchase food aid.
Currently, more than 80% refugees in the world are undernourished
and have developed symptoms of anemia.

This year was the first time the UNHCR Hong Kong office has
organized a mini concert in Telford Plaza on World Food Day to
raise public awareness towards the fact that food insecurity is
endangering the lives of millions of refugees.

The concert began with exciting African drum music, followed by
a beautiful singing performance from acclaimed singer / refugee
song writer Ms. Helen Mottee and Ms. Bethan Davies. The concert
was brought to a close by a musical performance by Ms. Fanny
Cheng, Ms. May Kwong and friends. They also helped the UNHCR
to appeal to the public to help save the lives of undernourished
refugees.

With tremendous support from supporters listed below, the World
Food Day event was a success, Thank you to ALL!

Andrew Ying discuss.com.hk imotor.me

Barry Chung Enoch Lo Jetsomarket.hk
Bethan Davies =[G PN Jim Ling

Cheng Ming Magazine HD-DC.com &R SCHY
CyberCTM (Macau) Helen Mottee NOWCYBER.com
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Home for me?

Rohingva protracted in refugee camp 18 vears
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September 16th: As this part of Bangladesh is slightly above sea
level, a shower in the morning revealed the flooding problems that
Bangladesh faces. All the rice fields soaked into the water, an hour
drive to the camp gave the land rover a total mud bath!

When I arrived in Kutupalong refugee camp, some children ran to
me! [ wanted to give them each a warm smile, but more and more
children came and gathered! At the end, hundreds of kids surrounded
me in a circle. My local colleague raised his voice, “She has come
to visit you from far away Hong Kong!” Most of the children kept
walking with me, lot of adult men walked along in the outside circle,
women wearing the traditional :
Burkha stood far away but
looked at me in curiosity!
Social norms did not allow
them to talk to a stranger.

I walked along the main road
of the camp site and was
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introduced to various facilities

including school, medical

centre, latrine, vocational
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centre, community wells and Rosina Shing B8R

food distribution centre etc...

Quiet and shy — Sajeda

Sajeda is 14 and completed 5 years basis education in the refugee
camp. As a result, she was lucky to be selected for the UNHCR
computer training course. Before the training, she never saw a
computer. After 6 month training, she was the best student in class!

UNHCR Fundraising Manager Bt & B2 RE £ 34
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Now, she has become a computer
training teacher in the camp.

Although there is unlikely to be jobs
in the camp, Sajeda wants to use her
knowledge to teach her people and
to be proud to be a Rohingya no
matter where she is! Bangladesh or
her home, Myanmar!

“I want to resettle to any country
which has peace. I want to have more
education opportunities and don’t
want to stay in the refugee camp.”

4

B PR s LY BRI D BUE
g2 g o

FERFSREY H T - HERAEE IRY
TR ERARIRH AR D TAEH
 DEMAFEEEHA
i A — R AT LUy B 20 2R B
ATREEDEE - R iR AARES -
JHE S B A o I B ) A

"HAE ] DA BRI AH
FIFRIHTT - DA 23
B ABHEREERE |

- OUNHCR/ R. Shing / Banglades|




Home sweet home?

Walking into one of the typically small
huts for a family of six, the wall made
by mud and bamboo is covered by plastic
sheet, 200 square foot house divided into
living room and kitchen, the only thing
you could find in the house are cooking
utensils with the rough ground as a
mattress. The temperature outside is 36°C,
it felt much higher in the house, very
soon, I felt regret for the women who
had to bear the heat because they needed
to stay a long time in the house.
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Refugee camps usually do not have
permanent structures as refugees are only temporary residents of the
camp and the goal is for them to resettle to another country or integrate
into the local community as quickly as possible. Their muddy houses
cannot resist strong winds and storms. The refugee(s) have to rebuild
them every time when it falls. Although public bath cubicles and
latrines are available in the camp, the lack of lights and electricity
is the reason, women are afraid to go out at night.
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Is this Home forever for me?

Most of the refugees have been living
here for 18 years, over 60% of the
population born in the camp. To return
to home is a dream for most of the
refugees. In theory, it is so close in
distance but so far in terms of having a
durable solution. Resettlement to a third
country is the most likely solution for
the Rohingya, but the chance is low and
the population numbers are large.

Lot of the shelters are old and fragile, UNHCR is committed to
raising HK$3 million to improve the camp’s condition, to give a
better shelter for the Rohingya in exile and for a protracted situation.
However! We cannot make it without your support!
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Why Myanmar
Bangladesh?

Rohingya in

Muslim Rohingya is an ethnic and religious
minority in Myanmar. This people has been
deemed stateless in accordance with the laws of
Myanmar. The systematic and continuous
persecution of the Rohingya has resulted in them
frequently seeking safety in Bangladesh. The
most recent large influx of approximately 250,000
began on 18th July 1991. As of December 2005,
236,618 Rohingya had returned to Myanmar.
There are 28,183 whom continue to reside in two
camps, most of them not willing to return because
of a traumatizing experience or having no

confidence for their security in Myanmar.
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SURVIVING IN THE CITY -

The growing plight of urban refugees
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Say “refugee crisis” and most people think of sprawling camps in
remote locations. Today, however, around half the world’s displaced
people are found in urban centres. Sheltering with family members
or living hand-to-mouth in shanty towns and cheap rented housing,
many live in extreme poverty without income or access to basic
services like healthcare, education, electricity and running water.
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UNHCR’s mandate to protect the
world’s refugees isn’t limited to refugee
camps. We must also ensure that the
growing ranks of urban refugees receive
our support. However, simply reaching
these families can be a challenge.
Without legal permits, many live in
virtual hiding, fearing deportation. As
“outsiders”, they become targets for
organised crime, exploitation,
harassment and xenophobia.

As the world becomes increasingly
urbanised, many more uprooted families
are seeking refuge in cities and towns.
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Many urban refugees ||ve on the margms of society, with ||m|ted
access to employment, health care, education and social services.
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innovative ways to protect and assist
urban refugees. In cities all over the
world - from Abijan to Quito - we run
programs to ensure their safety, health
and human rights but the needs are
enormous and a lot remains to be done.

Helping refugee children
return to school

While primary schools operate in most
refugee camps, urban-based refugee
children can miss out on an education.

Lacking the money for uniforms,
transport, fees and school materials,
impoverished Iraqi families living in
Syria and Jordan have been reluctant
or unable to enrol their children in school.

Urgent action was needed to prevent a generation of Iraqi children
growing up uneducated. Late last year, Jordan’s King Abdullah II
opened his country’s public school system to all Iraqi students,
regardless of their legal status. Since then, UNHCR has been running
a concerted campaign to boost refugee enrolments and the capacity
of Jordanian schools to absorb them.

Meanwhile, in the Syrian capital Damascus, UNHCR has distributed
more than 50,000 “school kits” to needy Iraqi families. Containing
a school bag, uniform, shoes, sports clothes and stationery items,
these kits have had a dramatic impact on refugee school enrolments.
The attendance of Iraqi children in Syrian public schools has increased
by 48% over the past two years.
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A young Iraqi refugee receives her school Kit from a UNHCR staff W
member in Damascus. The kit contains a school bag, uniform,
shoes, sports clothes and stationery items.
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Star Appeal

Christmas decorations, lightings and festive atmosphere, all remind
us of parties, tasty food, presents and happy gatherings with our
friends and family members. However, when we are having enjoyable
moments with our love ones, there are millions of refugee children
and families in different parts of the world struggling for a living
in extremely rough conditions. Every day, they have to face problems
like persecutions, sickness and malnutrition, but received little or
no media attention.

We can help change their lives. How about consider choosing a
meaningful and vital gift which can benefit the world’s forgotten
refugee children and their families who find themselves far from
home this Christmas?

By selecting a gift from UNHCR’s on-line Star Appeal, you can help
provide essential assistance to the world’s “forgotten refugees” —
refugees who are trapped in extremely harsh conditions.

The UN Refugee Agency is working to ensure that refugees under
their care have the food, clean water, shelter, protection and education
they need to secure a chance for a better future. Your gift makes all
this possible.

The purchase of one or more of our five gifts directs funds towards
specific projects. For example, by spending just HK$300 you can
provide textbooks, exercise books and pencils for 5 students for a
year. By purchasing warm blankets or an all season tent you’ll be
contributing to our emergency relief projects. By purchasing seeds
and tools, you’ll be directing funds towards agriculture and self
sufficiency projects and helping refugees to improve their malnutrition
problem. And by purchasing a community well you will be contributing
to our water projects for clean, safe drinking water.

Please act now, invite you families, friends, colleagues and working
partners to join our Star Appeal www.UNHCR.org.hk, and purchase
areally special gift for the “forgotten refugees” which can definitely
make a change in their life!
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WHY I DO IT

Helene Cauix
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UNHCR Public Information Officer and aid worker Helene Caux
spent two challenging months in north-west Pakistan as part of
UNHCR’s Emergency Response Team (ERT).

Can you tell us about your experience with the ERT?

I was deployed in Peshawar from May to July and it was both an
incredible and a dramatic experience. Pakistan is a fascinating country;
I met incredible people there. But it was dramatic because we lost
two colleagues. I will always remember Aleksandar, killed in the
bombing of the Pearl Continental Hotel. He was a very kind person
who wanted to make a difference. It was his first emergency mission.

What was your role in this emergency?

We were dealing with one of the biggest displacements in the past
two decades. I spent most of my time in the camps for the internally
displaced, trying to show the human face of the operation through
stories, videos and photographs.

What was the Emergency Response Team'’s role?

The ERT’s role was to assist and reinforce the team already on the
ground. Our first priority was to open new camps and ensure that
people received shelter and basic assistance like jerry cans, mats and
plastic sheeting.

It was extremely hot — sometimes up to 50°C outside. People came
from much cooler areas like the Swat Valley and had problems getting
used to these high temperatures. Very quickly we decided to cool
down the tents and provide the families
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with fans, which meant that all the camps
had to be electrified.

What single incident affected you
most?

Meeting with a woman in a hospital in
Peshawar. She had lost one of her daughters
in the bombing of her house and had been
severely burned. Even more traumatic than
seeing the burns was the constant howling
of people in unbearable pain.

What did you find most rewarding?

Most rewarding was knowing that my stories
of these families would be published —
would touch other people and inspire them
to help. UNHCR can only assist these people

west Pakistan.
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in need with the support of its donors. Their
donations, no matter how small, make an
enormous difference.

UNHCR Hong Kong B SEI® R E

“It's a school of life to be on an emergency mission”:
Helene Caux in the Yar Hussain IDP camp in north-
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