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Without us, refugees can experience dangerous gaps in vital aid. ¢ With us, they can
get the all-round, practical assistance and protection they so desperately need.
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Editorial

June 2008 will mark my first anniversary at UNHCR. It has been
an interesting experience to be the first local staff member in the
Hong Kong office fundraising department. Setting up a new office
was more difficult and challenging than I imagined, but it has been
worth it!

While I have worked in international aid for eight years, UNHCR's
mission has impressed me. Our organisation works in 116 countries
and has helped an estimated 50 million people. In 2008 alone,
UNHCR will work with 32.9 million refugees and other displaced
people.

Global refugee news and reports fly in every day: war, killing,
rapes, uprooted civilians, refugees without hope, children with no
access to education and medical care. While we are saddened by
these events, we must also be moved to action. In this issue, we
focus on Darfur/Chad where five years of war and conflict have
left more than one million people needing UNHCR's protection,

the equivalent of around 1/7 of Hong Kong's population.

We can draw inspiration from refugee success stories, like that
of 'Lost Boy' John Dau. By supporting UNHCR, we can help the
world's displaced people to survive, return home and rebuild their

lives.

Rosina Shing
Fundraising Manager
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In 2007, fighting in Mogadishu, Somalia, has sent thousands 7200742 5 & & finz )0
fleeing to Lafole, 21 kilometers south of the capital. UNHCR and
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partners have been distributing plastic sheeting, kitchen sets,

mattresses, jerry cans and other supplies to those most in need.
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UNHCR has twice been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for its work with refugees.
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A Letter from

Sudan

e

B F

It is now four months since I left Hong Kong and came to Sudan.
Here, thousands of refugees from Eritrea live, mostly in open camps
in the capital Khartoum and other parts of Eastern Sudan. They lack
access to employment, compounded by a lack of proper identification.
While some have been repatriated by the Sudanese Government, many
are still unable to return to their homeland where internal conflict

continues to intensify.

I am working with thirty UNHCR staff to register the refugees in
twelve camps in an effort to identify their needs and improve their
access to services. Everyday we travel at daybreak to the camp, work
until nightfall and return to our residence exhausted. Despite the
tiredness, I strongly believe that all the hard work will be worth it
when registration is completed in six to seven months time. The
registration will benefit more than 100,000 refugees who will then

receive additional assistance from UNHCR.

Our job is most important for women and children who will be better
protected. Through the registration process, UNHCR can identify their
urgent or long-term needs. Without formal registration, refugees
constantly struggle to survive and have difficulty accessing services
like health care and education. I have faith that our work will improve

their lives and give them greater hope for the future.

Registration is completed in the first camp and soon will be in the
other eleven camps. There’s a lot of data to process, verifying the
identity and registering the address of each refugee. In the meantime,

we need your encouragement and support for our work in Sudan.

Lo

Lim Pik
UNHCR field worker
from Hong Kong

Lum Bik with her multi national colleagues in front of the UNHCR field office.
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An example of the "Protecting Hands", the UNHCR symbol.  "B{RF&E., HIRE

World Refugee Dav June 20th 2008
"HERE#EH . 200856 H20H
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Invite your participation in the World
Refugee Day - send your photo with
"Protecting Hands"

The refugee challenge in the 215 century is
changing rapidly. People are forced to flee their
homes for increasingly complicated and
interlinked reasons. Some 40 million people
worldwide are already uprooted by violence and
persecution, and it is likely that the future will
see more people on the run as a growing number
of push factors. "Protection" will be the theme of
2008 World Refugee Day. It means shelter, food, water,
healthcare, refugee rights, legal protection, capacity building,
advocacy and durable solutions. We would like to invite you to send
a photo with the "Protecting Hands" and we will post it on our website
to support this cause.

Please act now, invite your families and friends to take a photo with
"Protecting Hands" and be reminded to:

- send in high resolution photo (minimum file size 1M)

- provide the name of your school, organization or company

- send the photo in JPEG file

- send the photo before May 315t 2008

Act NOW, support the World Refugee Day and
send your love to the refugee!

* Further activities for World Refugee Day will be posted on website
in mid May. Please email to info@unhcr.hk or call 2388-3278 for any

enquiry.
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D|splacedjwomen and children shelter in the sparse shade of trees near Goz®

Beida, Chad, before being transferred to & UNH@RreTugee camp.
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Overview: After five years of violence in the Sudanese province of
Darfur, thousands of people continue to flee their homes each month.
Villages and towns are repeatedly attacked by roaming Arab militia
groups like the infamous 'janjaweed' or air-bombed by Sudanese
Government forces. Sexual violence against women and girls is
widespread.

Refugee Numbers: An estimated 800,000 people are now displaced
inside Darfur itself, many of them sheltering in dozens of internally
displaced people (IDP) camps serviced by international aid organisations.
A further 240,000 Darfurians have sought refuge in eastern Chad in
twelve large refugee camps run by UNHCR.

IN DARFUR, UNHCR provides:

- assistance for 65% of internally displaced people (IDPs)

- shelter, relief and services for 6,000 Chadian refugees

- emergency food relief (therapeutic feeding and dry food distribution)
- emergency water and sanitation facilities

- school rehabilitation projects

- literacy programs for women and children

- protection programs for women and girls

- support centres for women and youth

- environmental and food garden programs

Non-food relief: tents, cooking sets, blankets, plastic sheeting, mosquito
nets, jerry cans, soap and sanitary items.

IN EASTERN CHAD, UNHCR provides:

- coordination of relief and services for 240,000 people in 12 refugee
camps

- shelter (all weather tents, plastic sheeting)

- refugee registration and transport

- protection programs for women and girls

- health and disease control programs

- maternal health services

Non-food relief: tents, cooking sets, fuel efficient stoves, blankets,

plastic sheeting, mosquito nets, jerry cans, soap and sanitary items.
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'‘Lost Bov' Finds Hope

in Refugee School
MIRKRENSB I BRI EI R

John Dau couldn't read his own t-shirt when, aged 17, he arrived at
Kakuma Refugee Camp in Kenya. He had spent the past five years
wandering the deserts of central Africa as part of a group of orphaned
children known as "the lost boys of southern Sudan". Now, 17 years
after learning to read and write in one of the camp's primary schools,
he is studying at one of America's most prestigious universities.

"For us, there was only
one thing in that camp
and that was school,"
John recalls. "There was
often not enough food
and sometimes no
security but there was
education and it meant
everything. There were
no school buildings to
begin with. Instead,
every tree had a class
sitting under it. We'd sit
in a circle, the teacher
would stand in the
middle with a
blackboard and we'd
write in the dirt with our
fingers. During the day
we'd move all the way
around the tree with the

shade."
John Dau, now a student of Syracuse University
in New York State, USA.

John DauBREN MBI EH AL E

"Then UNHCR began
to supply us with
exercise books and
pencils. They started constructing buildings, really nice buildings out
of green brick with a roof of corrugated iron. At first we were allowed
to build our own benches out of mud and then UNHCR got carpenters
in the camp to build moveable benches for us."

John Dau describes refugee education as being like a cup. "If you don't
have a cup, you can't drink water," he explains. "When there's no cup
to hold it, the help you provide refugees can just run away. You have
to provide education so that people can use that help to change their
situation - to rebuild their communities - change the world."

Now 34, John Dau is doing his bit to change the world. While studying
for his bachelor's degree at Syracuse University, NY, he is running a
foundation to fund health and education programs in his South Sudanese
homeland.

UNHCR funds primary and secondary school education in refugee
camps throughout the world, giving refugee children the chance to
learn and increase their future opportunities.
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UNHCR/A.Webster

A child studies in a school built by UNHCR in
a Somali refugee settlement.
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A Betier Life for Refugees

in Bangladeshi Camps
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Two years ago, conditions in the Nayapara Refugee Camp in Bangladesh
were among the worst in the world. Today, thanks to a major
refurbishment supported by UNHCR donors worldwide, life is getting
better for this impoverished refugee community.

Over the past 17 years, thousands of Rohinya, a Burmese muslim
minority, have fled into Bangladesh to escape persecution by the
Myanmar regime. Denied citizenship in their homeland, some 27,000
Rohinya remain in two camps run by the Bangladeshi Government.
Until recently, the refugees lived in squalid, flimsy hovels years past
their expiry date. With no proper medical care, little education and no
skills training, they languished in idleness and despair.

It's only within the last year that the government has allowed UNHCR
to make substantial improvements in these camps. The agency has been
able to initiate building, education and enterprise projects and invite
other UN agencies and aid organisations to provide services.

Today the camp's main street is bustling with lively commerce. There's
a restaurant under a colourful awning, a mobile sweet shop and an
open-air barbershop with all four chairs occupied.

27-year-old Rashid Ahmed has seen a lot of positive change in Nayapara:
a new hospital, a feeding centre for malnourished babies and fewer
'disturbances' around the camp. In February, he and his young family
benefited from one of the most striking changes, moving into a roomy
new home built with UNHCR funds. Their old shelter was so cramped,
they couldn't even stand upright inside. "Now we are in a better situation
altogether," Rashid says.

The plan is to provide new houses for every refugee family in both
camps by next year. UNHCR Representative in Bangladesh Pia Prytz
Phiri acknowledges there is still much to do. "You can't go from below
zero to 100 in one year," she says, "but we are finally making real
improvements."

Children play in front of new refugee homes funded by UNHCR in Nayapara

Refugee Camp. The houses are a huge improvement on the squalid hovels
the refugees had been forced to live in for years.
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