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Introduction

1. This document constitutes the Combined Third, Fourth and Fifth Reports submitted
by the Republic of Mauritius as a State Party to the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
in accordance with Article 44, paragraph 1 (a), of the Convention. It covers the period from
2006 to 2010. The report provides details of the legislative and policy measures taken by
the State party to implement the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
with due regard to the local context, the existing legislative framework and the financial
and human resources constraints which Mauritius, as a rapidly developing, densely
populated country, is facing. The cooperation of NGOs and the civil society in general,
without which the provisions of the Convention cannot be fully implemented, is also
acknowledged in the report.

2. The report also indicates forthcoming actions to be undertaken both by the
Government and NGOs.

I. Areas of concern raised in the Committee’s concluding
observations on the second periodic report
(CRC/C/MUS/CO/2), and actions taken

3. The issues identified as principal subjects of concern by the Committee on the
Rights of the Child in its concluding observations on Mauritius’ Second Periodic Report
and the actions taken thereto are addressed hereunder.

4. The main areas of concern in the Concluding Observations are set out in this section.
In each case, the Committee’s recommendations are reproduced, followed by information
on action taken.

Paragraph 7 of the Committee’s concluding observations (CRC/C/MUS/C/2)

The Committee urges the State party to take all necessary measures to address those
recommendations from the concluding observations of the initial report that have not
yet been implemented and to provide adequate follow-up to the recommendations
contained in the present concluding observations on the next periodic report.

5. Necessary measures have been taken to address the recommendations from the
concluding observations of the initial report, which are more fully described later in the
present report.

Paragraph 9 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee reiterates its previous recommendation that the State Party undertake
all the necessary measures to withdraw its reservation to Article 22 of the Convention,
in accordance with the Vienna Declaration and Plan of Action of 1993.

6. Mauritius withdrew its reservation to Article 22 of the Convention on 4 June 2008.

Paragraph 11 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee recommends that the State Party strengthen its efforts to continue
reviewing its legislation with the aim of ensuring full compliance with the principles
and provisions of the Convention. Furthermore, the Committee encourages the State
Party to consider enacting a comprehensive Children’s Act to consolidate the various
pieces of legislation covering all aspects of child rights.
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7. The Ministry of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare along
with the Attorney General’s Office, are working together on a comprehensive Children’s
Bill. A series of workshops on thematic issues are being organized as part of the
consultation process, where all relevant stakeholders are being requested to provide their
inputs and proposals for the Consolidated Children’s Bill. Five workshops have already
been held, and five more are planned.

Paragraph 13 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee recommends that the State Party further strengthen the coordination
between the various bodies and institutions at all levels and pay particular attention to
the various regions of the State Party.

8. Under the concept “Working Together”, a high-power committee, under the
chairpersonship of the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Gender Equality, Child
Development and Family Welfare and comprising other stakeholders dealing with issues
relating to the protection, development and welfare of children has been set up. The main
objective of this Committee is to look into avenues of collaboration between all parties
concerned to ensure rapid intervention in cases involving children. It is also a forum
whereby the roles and responsibilities of each party are established with a view to give
effect to collective and coherent actions in dealing with such cases. Stakeholders include
the Prime Minister’s Office, the Ministry of Social Integration and Economic
Empowerment, the Ministry of Finance and Economic Development, the Ministry of
Education and Human Resources, the Ministry of Youth and Sports, the Ministry of Social
Security, National Solidarity and Reform Institution, the Ministry of Health and Quality of
Life, the Attorney General’s Office, the Ombudsperson for Children’s Office, the Police
Department, and the National Children’s Council.

9. The National Parental Empowerment Programme which was set up by the Ministry
of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare on 30 May 2007 provides
guidance to parents in all regions regarding protection of children against all forms of
abuse.

10. A Community Child Protection Programme (CCPP) was launched in August 2007.
The CCPP provides for the development of a formal mechanism to be set up in each district
for grassroots and local level participation in community development, especially in respect
of child protection and welfare.

11.  The National Children’s Council ensures coordination of workshops and training
sessions for teachers, resource persons working with children in Children’s Clubs, Pre-
Primary Schools and other groups like Scout Associations.

Paragraph 15 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee recommends that the State Party implement a comprehensive
National Plan of Action (NPA), covering all areas of the Convention and
incorporating the objectives and goals of “A world fit for children”, the outcome
document of the special session of the General Assembly on children in 2002. In this
regard the Committee recommends that the State Party involve the Ombudsperson
for the Children’s Office and civil society in the revision and implementation of
this NPA.

12. The National Children’s Policy/National Plan of Action 2003-2015, based on
UNGASS, is being implemented by all stakeholders as well as the OCO. The Ministry of
Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare is carrying out a mid-term review
of the implementation of the National Children’s Policy/National Plan of Action, with a
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view to assessing progress achieved or identify any bottlenecks. The OCO as well as civil
society will be involved in the exercise.

Paragraph 17 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee recommends that the State party ensure that adequate human and
financial resources be allocated to the Ombudsperson for Children’s Office. The
Committee also recommends that the State party strengthen the OCO by allowing it
to recruit qualified and trained staff. It further recommends that the OCO be
systematically included in the review of any laws and policies pertaining to children.

13.  The annual budget allocated to the OCO makes provision for meeting its human
resource requirements. Consultations are held with OCO on legislations and policies
relating to children, for example, in the preparation of the Children’s Bill, the Child
Mentoring Scheme and the 16 Days—16 Rights programme.

Paragraph 19 of the Committee’s concluding observations

With the view to strengthening its implementation of Article 4 of the Convention and
in light of Articles 2, 3 and 6, the Committee recommends that the State Party
prioritize budgetary allocations paying special attention to regional disparities in
order to ensure the implementation of the rights of children to the maximum extent of
available resources.

14.  The State Party pays special attention to regional disparities, especially those that
result from geographical considerations. It is the policy of the State Party to give all rights
and privileges to every Mauritian citizen, whether he or she lives on mainland Mauritius,
in Rodrigues, Agalega or other outer islands.

15.  Sectoral ministries run special services to ensure that implementation of the rights of
the child are not affected by geographical distance.

16.  The Ministry of Education and Human Resources runs two primary schools in
Agalega and provides for staff salaries, plus disturbance allowances, additional leave
entitlement and other benefits to encourage them to work away from mainland Mauritius.
An Enhancement Programme has been launched for reinforcing the knowledge and
competencies of pupils through a diversity of extra-curricular activities. The pupils are
provided with free textbooks and also a free meal under the Primary School Supplementary
Feeding Project.

17.  In Rodrigues, all children in the Zone Education Prioritaire (ZEP) School benefit
from a balanced meal each day in addition to the School Feeding Project from which all
pupils attending the other 13 primary schools benefit. The aim is to combat absenteeism,
especially among pupils from low income families.

Paragraph 21 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee recommends that the State Party strengthen its system of data
collection and indicators which cover the provisions of the Convention, disaggregated
by sex, age and region and with specific emphasis on those who are particularly
vulnerable, including children living in poverty and children with disabilities.
It further encourages the State Party to use these indicators and data in the
formulation of laws, policies and programmes for the effective implementation of the
Convention.

18.  The Child Development Unit, through its outstations, also known as Child
Protection Units, collects all data pertaining to child violence from a gender based
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perspective. All its data are disaggregated by sex, age and region. These data have been the
basis for the formulation of the following projects:

. Child Mentoring Program for Children displaying mild behavioural problems;

. Community Child Protection Programme to respond to the need for specific
home grown child programmes to be owned by the different communities;

. Community child watch committees to act as surveillance mechanisms to deter
child violence cases in high risks areas;

. School Child Protection policy through School Child Protection Clubs to
empower children with respect to recognizing, handling disclosure and
reporting of child violence cases in regard of peers and their own persons. This
project also portends to throughout its on-going activities to empower children
to develop a violence free environment conducive for their overall
development (e.g. school premises free from bullying and gang violence);

*  National Parental Empowerment Program, basically developed to assist parents
in their child-rearing responsibilities, provides for the setting up of Ecoles des
Parents, as a priority endeavour in high risks areas and island-wide in the long
run, to empower parents with responsible parenting in terms of knowledge,
skills and attitudes to be developed towards sustaining the bests interests of
children.

19.  The yearly and quarterly statistics also inform the themes to be adopted for the
celebration of international days such as the Universal children’s day, the international day
of the African child and the 16 days—16 rights Campaign celebrated every year from 1 to 16
June. This year’s 16 days—16 rights Campaign focused on Child Abandonment and the need
for responsible parenting. With respect to ongoing work initiated in June 2010 where focus
was made on the need for children to be seen and heard, this year’s theme also included
children’s rights to Participation and saw the Launching of the National Children’s
Committee in a grand manner under the National Children’s Council Act which has been
set up to provide children with a specific forum for their voices and opinions in decision-
making processes.

20.  The Central Statistics Office through the Statistics Unit of the Ministry of Gender
Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare has already started an inventory of all
statistics on women and children available at the Ministry. This inventory will be used in
connection with the forthcoming project of the Ministry entitled “Harmonisation of System
of Data Collection on Women and Children in Mauritius”.

Paragraph 23 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee recommends that the State Party strengthen and systematize its
human rights training programmes, including the principles and provisions of the
Convention, for all professional groups working with and for children such as judges,
lawyers, law enforcement officials, traditional and religious leaders, personnel
working in institutions and places of detention for children, teachers, health personnel
and social workers. In this regard, particular attention should be paid to Rodrigues
and Agalega.

21.  Members of the judiciary as well as officers of the Attorney General’s Office and
the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions have the opportunity during the course of
their duties to attend conferences, workshops and seminars on human rights. In 2008,
a judicial seminar on human rights was organized jointly by the Judiciary and the Attorney
General’s Office with the assistance of the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) whereby participants were sensitized on the provisions of various United Nations
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and international human rights instruments as well as on regional instruments such as the
African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights. In the Government Programme 2010-2015,
Government has announced its intention to review the institutional set up for the training of
judges, magistrates and law officers. It intends to set up a fully-fledged institute to provide
for the continuous training of judges, magistrates and law officers.

22.  The personnel of the Police Family Protection Unit (PFPU) and the Brigade pour la
Protection des Mineurs have had specialised training on the needs of child victims of
abuse; provision of special care and support to child victims; dealing with perpetrators. The
Police Training School and PFPU are conducting training courses for Police Officers on
child abuse

23. The Child Development Unit of the Ministry of Gender Equality, Child
Development and Family Welfare has a communication strategy targeting, inter alia,
professionals and community workers. IEC campaigns are organised on a regular basis with
all the professional groups.

Paragraph 25 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee reiterates the State Party’s primary obligation with regard to the
implementation of the Convention and recommends that the State Party continue its
efforts to strengthen cooperation with NGOs and to involve them systematically at all
stages in the implementation of the Convention as well as in policy formulation. The
Committee recommends that the State Party provide NGOs with adequate financial
and other resources to enable them to discharge governmental responsibilities and
duties with regard to the implementation of the Convention. The Committee refers the
State Party to its recommendations arising from the day of general discussion held in
2002 on the theme “The private sector as service providers and its role in
implementing child rights” (CRC/C/121, para. 630).

24.  There is close collaboration between the National Children’s Council and NGOs
working with children. Activities promoting the development of children and participation
of children are organised on a regular basis. Children’s Clubs, “Child To Child” Clubs
across the island and operating in different region participate fully in activities organised by
the National Children’s Council, creating an enabling environment by giving children and
adolescents, opportunities to express their opinions.

25. The Women and Children’s Solidarity Programme has been created under the vote
of the Prime Minister’s Office for Financial Year 2007/2008 with a view to helping NGOs
that are deeply committed to helping women and children, victims of abuse and violence.
It caters for the need for more specialised spaces as well as informed services in this area.
The project ceiling was increased from Rs. 25 million to Rs. 50 million in the budget 2008-
20009.

26. In 2011, the Women and Children’s Solidarity Programme at the Prime Minister’s
Office and the Special Collaborative Programme for Support to Women and Children in
Distress operating under the Ministry of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family
Welfare have been merged. A sum of Rs. 40 million has been allocated for the year 2011.
Funds earmarked under the programme would allow NGOs and non-State actors to
implement projects aimed at enhancing the livelihood of women and children in distress
and create opportunities for their integration in the mainstream of development. Various
NGOs dedicated to child’s rights actions/activities and/or militating for better livelihoods of
children have been given funds in line with their project proposals from these programmes.
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Paragraph 27 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee recommends that the State Party undertake all necessary measures to
eliminate de facto discrimination in full compliance with Article 2 of the Convention.

27.  The development of the draft Children’s Bill by the Child Development Unit of the
Ministry of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare and the Attorney
General’s Office is being done through a series of consultative workshops on various
themes with different stakeholders, both state and non-State actors. This process is
providing the forum to brainstorm and discuss on all necessary measures needed to
eliminate de facto discrimination in full compliance with Article 2 of the Convention.

28.  Further, legislative provision has been made for providing for equal opportunities
and fighting discrimination. (See Section II, General measures of implementation).

Paragraph 28 of the Committee’s concluding observations

Specific information be included in the next periodic report on the measures and
programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the
State Party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the
World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related
Intolerance held in Durban, South Africa, in 2001, and taking into account of General
Comment No. 1 (2001) on the aims of education.

29.  There are no reported cases of Xenophobia and Related Intolerance in Mauritius.

Paragraph 30 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee recommends that the principle of the best interests of the child
enshrined in Article 3 be systematically implemented in judicial and administrative
decisions as well as in programmes, projects and services with regard to children in
various situations.

30.  The courts in Mauritius uphold the rule and policy of the best interests of the child in
family matters such as divorce cases, or separation of parents, custody of children, or orders
for alimony or for immediate care and control. The courts always ensure that the best
interests of the child guide their decisions.

31.  Sector ministries also integrate the policy of the best interest of the child in their
programmes and projects. For example, the Ministry of Health is implementing a policy
whereby all children are seen on a fast track basis in all hospitals. Besides, those who are
followed up as in-patients in wards are allowed to be accompanied by their mothers.
That is, the mothers stay together with them in wards and meals as well as sleeping
facilities are provided to them.

Paragraph 32 of the Committee’s concluding observations

In light of Article 12 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that the State
party continue and strengthen its actions to promote the rights of the child to express
his/her views fully in all matters affecting him/her, including within the school, in the
media, the courts, administrative bodies and in society in general.

32.  The Ministry of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare promotes
initiatives that uphold the rights of expression of the child in respect of all matters affecting
him/her. This right is fully exercised in court proceedings, in schools as well as in the
media. There are local newspapers giving access to and having special pages for children.

33.  The Child Development Unit with the concurrence of the Ministry of Education and
Human Resources has initiated School Child Protection Clubs. Twenty schools, ten primary
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and ten secondary have now their protection clubs. Some 500 schools are expected to have
their clubs by 2015.

34.  In line with the Convention, the National Children’s Council allows and encourages
children’s expression through their participation in decision-making at the level of
Children’s Clubs, Child To Child Clubs where children members of committee express
their views and decide on activities they want to be involved in and children’s opinions are
taken into consideration and where children help children in a peer to peer counselling and
self-help organisations. The NCC also intends to establish a National Children’s
Committee.

35.  Provision is made for all State Secondary Schools to have a Student Council (SC)
comprising representatives of different sections of the student community, democratically
elected by the students themselves so that each class has a spokesperson. The SC’s Terms
of Reference include the possibility for students to express their opinions and feelings and
share their problems, concerns, wishes and expectations with management and for the
rector to take stock of their complaints, grievances or aspirations and to be open to
suggestions made by such representatives for the welfare of the students.

Paragraph 34 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee encourages the State Party to continue its initiatives to ensure that
cases of tardy declarations are dealt with in a more expeditious manner.

36. A fast-track system is in place to ensure that children whose births have not been
registered within the prescribed delay are tardily declared. A high level steering committee,
co-chaired by the Minister of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare and
the Attorney-General, monitors on a quarterly basis the fast track in place. Thus the Child
Development Unit has a section which works in close collaboration with other stakeholders,
including, the Attorney General’s Office, the Civil Status Office, the Police Department,
the Ministry of Health & Quality of Life and the Judiciary to identify, record and process in
a professional manner cases of undeclared births and to arrange for their registration within
the shortest delay.

37.  From August 2005 to December 2010, out of the 869 applications for tardy
declaration received, 654 births have been registered while some 215 cases are still
outstanding.

Paragraph 36 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee recommends that the State Party take all necessary legislative
measures to fully protect the right of the child to privacy and to support the initiatives
of the Ombudsperson for Children in this domain, including the proposals of drafting
a Code of Ethics. In addition, the Committee recommends that the State Party
provide trainings on the principles and provisions of the Convention to chief editors
and journalists.

38.  Mauritius ensures constitutional protection against violation of the individual’s right
to privacy and has within its body of laws necessary legislative measures (vide the Juvenile
Offenders Act and the Independent Broadcasting Authority Act) to fully protect the right of
the child, as any other citizen, to privacy.

39. A code of ethics is being developed for the media.

Paragraph 38 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee reiterates its previous concluding observations (CRC/C/15/Add.64,
para. 31) and urges the State Party to prohibit through legislation and other measures
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corporal punishment of children in the family, in schools, in penal institutions and in
alternative care settings. The Committee further recommends that the State Party
conduct awareness-raising campaigns among adults and children, the promotion of
non-violent, positive, participatory methods of child-rearing and education.

40. Necessary measures have been taken to implement existing legislation regarding
prohibition of corporal punishment.

41.  The Ministry of Education and Human Resources issued a circular letter to all
schools in which it is clearly stated that corporal punishment should not be inflicted to
children and the perpetrators are liable to legal action under the Child Protection Act. This
circular is brought to the attention of teachers at the beginning of every term.

42.  NCC works for the promotion of Children’s Rights and advises teachers, parents and
other adults in society on the importance of child’s protection from all sorts of violence
including violence abuse. Parents are also sensitized about, and are prosecuted in case of,
brutality towards children.

43.  Instead of corporal punishment, corrective measures for pupils have been introduced
to cope with problems of indiscipline that inevitably crop up in schools.

44.  The Pastoral Care Committee Board has been set up in secondary schools.

45.  The Child Development Unit has set up well structured Ecole des Parents for the
community parents and parents with poor parenting capacity.

46.  Under current legislation, corporal punishment is expressly prohibited in school
settings under the Education Regulations 1957. The question of extending this prohibition
and expressly addressing corporal punishment in family settings, penal institutions and
alternative care settings will be addressed in the course of consultations for the Children’s
Bill.

Paragraph 40 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee recommends that the State Party formally recognize every other State
which has acceded to the same Hague Convention as party to that Convention in
order to provide immediate and effective protection for abducted children in
accordance with the Hague Convention and with Articles 11 and 3 of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child.

47.  In 1993, Government signed the Hague Convention on legal aspects of International
Child Abduction and in 2000, legislation was enacted to give force of law to the
Convention and designed the Ministry of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family
Welfare as the Central Authority to deal with cases of Child Abduction. The Second
Schedule to the Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction Act 2000
was amended in 2006, to include South Africa as a contracting state. Furthermore a similar
amendment was made in 2009, to include the following countries as contracting states:
Kingdom of Belgium, Mexico, Republic of China, Principality of Monaco, Portugal,
Republic of Croatia, Republic of Hungary, Republic of Serbia and Slovak Republic.

Paragraph 42 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee recommends that the State Party, in light of the ongoing reforms of
the juvenile justice system, ensure full compliance with the principles and provisions
of the Convention. The Committee further recommends that the State Party abolish
the possibility for parents to place a child in an institution on the basis of an oath
before a juvenile court. The Committee also recommends that the State Party provide

11
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families who have difficulties in the upbringing of children with necessary support
and counselling services.

48.  The Probation Service acts in compliance with the principles and provisions of
the Convention.

49.  The Community Service Order Act and the Probation of Offenders Act are being
amended to cater for minors in conflict with the law and who have to be protected and
rehabilitated.

50. The Attorney General’s Office is presently working on the Juvenile Offenders
(Amendment) draft Bill. One of the objects of the Bill is to provide for mediation between
interested parties with a view to exploring diversionary measures as an alternative to
prosecute child offenders. It will also provide for the calling of a pre-sentence report from a
probation officer by a court before which a juvenile is convicted. Furthermore, this Bill’s
object is also to make better provisions for dealing with uncontrollable juveniles. Once the
draft Bill is ready, it will be circulated among all relevant stakeholders for their comments
and proposals, before finalizing same.

51. When a case of “child beyond control” is reported to the police, an in-depth
investigation is carried out and it is only as a last resort that the child is taken before the
District Court.

52. At the PFPU and Brigade pour la Protection des Mineurs, cases of “child beyond
control” are treated as a child having behavioural problems. At the very outset they are
interviewed as well as their parents and counselled. A social enquiry is carried out in the
neighbourhood where the child lives in order to check the veracity of the complaint and to
look for any contributory factors on the part of the parents resulting in the present state of
the child. If necessary, such children are referred to the Ministry of Gender Equality, Child
Development and Family Welfare for psycho-therapy. The child is taken to court only after
in-depth investigation is made and if he/she persists with his/her unruly behaviour.

53.  Counselling services are being provided to the following target groups:
Probationers, community service order workers, parents and public at large.

54.  Deprivation of liberty is used as a last resort for child offenders. Most child
offenders are released on parole and dispensed with Community Service Orders. In 2009,
the Community Service Order (Amendment) Act was adopted and provides for the
suspension of a sentence of imprisonment on a minor aged 16 years and above, and makes
him the subject of a Community Service Order.

Paragraph 44 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee recommends that the State Party adopt a comprehensive mechanism
of periodic review of children placed in institutions.

55.  Such review is a regular feature for all children removed to a place of safety and
placed in institutions. CDU regional offices provide complete update on the children placed
by the Ministry in its Shelters for Children in Distress and in other residential institutions
for children.

56.  Under the “Through Care Programme”, Probation Officers act as Liaison Officer
between inmates and their families. Case conferences are held on inmates at the Probation
Hostel for boys and Probation Home for girls.

Paragraph 46 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee recommends that the State Party take legislative measures to ensure
that in cases of adoption the decision of the judge is supported by relevant information
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regarding both the child and the adopting parents in order to ensure that adoption is
in the best interests of the child.

57. In adoption cases, the decision of the judge is supported by relevant information.
The Court records contain full information on the child and the adoptive parents to ensure
that adoption is in the best interests of the child. Applications for adoption need to be
supported by all relevant information. Before deciding on these cases, the Judge refers them
to the Ministére Public, who enquires into the application and requests for a Social Enquiry
Report, providing more in-depth A new Adoption Bill is being prepared in collaboration
with the Ministry of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare and the
Attorney General’s Office. The new law will regulate all the three types of adoption in
Mauritius, that is, adoption of Mauritian children by foreigners, adoption of foreign
children by Mauritian nationals and adoption of Mauritian children by Mauritian nationals
except intra familial cases.

Paragraph 48 of the Committee’s concluding observations
The Committee recommends that the State Party:

(@) Provide facilities for the care, recovery and reintegration for child
victims of violence;

(b)  Ensure that the child victim’s privacy is protected in legal proceedings;
and

(c)  Train parents, teachers, law enforcement officials, care workers, judges,
health professionals and children themselves in the identification, reporting and
management of cases of violence and abuse, using a multidisciplinary and
multisectoral approach.

58.  This recommendation has been fully complied with. Facilities for the care, recovery
and reintegration for child victims of violence, have been strengthened. Appropriate
programmes, including child protection, emergency protective services, alternative care,
prevention of sexual exploitation of children and group therapy through play amongst
others, have been set up. Measures taken by the State Party are described more fully at
Sections II and VI (Article 19) of the present report. See also paragraph 42 above.

Paragraph 49 of the Committee’s concluding observations

In the context of the Secretary-General’s ongoing in-depth study on the question of
violence against children (A/RES/56/138) and the related questionnaire to
Governments, the Committee acknowledges with appreciation the written replies of
the State Party and its participation in the sub regional consultation for Indian Ocean
Island States held in Madagascar from 25 to 27 April 2005 and Regional Consultation
for Eastern and Southern Africa held in South Africa from 18 to 20 July 2005. The
Committee recommends that the State Party use the outcome of this regional
consultation in order to take action, in partnership with civil society, to ensure the
protection of every child from all forms of physical or mental violence, and to gain
momentum for concrete and, where appropriate, time-bound actions to prevent and
respond to such violence and abuse.

59. The CDU provides emergency child protection services to children victim of
violence or faring in high risk conditions. A hotline to respond to callers, whether
anonymous or not, is available on a 24 hour basis to ensure that timely support is provided
to victims. The CDU provides psycho-social support and therapy as well as counselling for
both child victims and their parents by Child Welfare Officers and Psychologists to bring
them back to proper social functioning. A protocol of Assistance with all stakeholders
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involved (notably Ministries of Health, Social Security for Social Aid, Education, Attorney
General’s Office, Police, the Court) is in place to offer the multi-disciplinary services and
assistance needed for the taking in charge of child victims of violence.

60.  The Ministry of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare organised
a workshop on identification and reporting of child abuse cases for Heads of primary and
secondary schools as well as for the presidents of Parents Teachers Associations. Talks,
sessions on the Convention are regularly carried out at school levels, Social Welfare
Centres & community centres.

61.  The privacy of a child victim is given due consideration by the Police. Child
witnesses are always under the care of a woman police constable in mufti so as to attract the
least publicity.

62. A training session on this issue was provided to Officers of the CDU, the BPM, the
Probation Service, Psychologist of the Ministry of Education and Officers of the
Ombudsperson for Children’s Office by a qualified Social Worker from the UK.

63.  The Master and Registrar also ensures that measures are implemented to ensure the
protection of a child victim’s privacy in legal proceedings.

64. Heads of schools, report on cases of violence and abuse through an effective
reporting mechanism, referral and networking system.

65.  Ministry of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare organises
training of the health professionals in the management of cases of violence and abuse.
There are already a protocol and instructions by Government, to guide health professionals
in managing cases of violence and abuse. In hospitals, the children are catered for in a safe
environment and in accordance with international norms and standards.

66.  The Ministry of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare has
launched the Community Child Protection Programme to encourage community actions in
the prevention, reporting and rehabilitation of children victims of abuse and neglect.

67.  As per the CRC, the Mauritius Police Force has identified priority areas which will
help towards implementing the recommendations made: an Operational Strategy proposes
preventive measures to combat child abuse. Besides attending to cases of child abuse
reported at Police Stations, police provides regular attention to primary schools, colleges
and other public places visited by children. Physical checks are also carried at the level of
discotheques, boarding houses and bungalows. A Training Strategy comprises an
appropriate training package enabling all Police Officers to deal effectively with cases of
child abuse whenever reported.

68.  The Mauritius Police Force is working in partnership with other agencies for better
follow-up actions such as psychological support and counselling of child victims and
perpetrators.

Paragraph 51 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee recommends that the State Party, taking into account the Standard
Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General
Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee’s recommendations adopted at its day
of general discussion on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/69, paras. 310-
339), further encourage the integration of children with disabilities into the regular
educational system and their fullest possible social integration. The Committee also
recommends that the State Party:

(a) Collect adequate statistical data on children with disabilities, allowing
for disaggregated analysis of the problems facing such children;
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(b)  Establish a national system of early detection, referral and intervention;
and

(¢)  Seek further technical assistance and cooperation for the creation of
more effective specialized institutions, including day-care centres, and for the training
of parents and professional staff working with and for children.

69.  The Ministry of Social Security, National Solidarity and Reform Institutions is
presently working on a Database on Disability. This Database will make provision for
collection of statistics on disabled persons, including children with disabilities.

70.  Two Daycare Centres have been set up at Chemin Grenier and Petite Riviére for the
participation of Disabled Persons including disabled children in regular informative,
educational/training, leisure/recreational activities so as to integrate them fully in society
and to promote and value their skills and life experiences.

71.  There are 65 NGOs affiliated to the National Council for the Rehabilitation of
Disabled Persons (NCRD) which provides a wide range of services to children with
disabilities: special education, training in life skills, day-care services, sheltered workshops,
leisure and entertainment, sports and cultural activities.

72.  Vocational training is provided to children with disabilities by the Training and
Employment of Disabled Persons Board.

73.  The Ministry of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare organises
regular respite care programmes for children with severe disabilities. The Ministry provides
facilities such as refund of bus fare to parents accompanying their children to school
whereas transport is free for disabled children. Disabled Children who have passed their
end of primary examinations (CPE) benefit from a scholarship scheme.

74.  In respect of the promotion of integration of disabled children in mainstream
schools, some 190 existing primary schools have been equipped with ramps whereas all
new schools and colleges that have been constructed recently are accessible.

75.  Promotion of programmes for emerging disabilities like autism and lupus are in
place.

76.  Special Education Needs Unit has been set up by the Ministry of Education and
Human Resources. The mild and moderate children with disabilities are admitted in the
mainstream schools. The severe and profound children with disabilities attend special
schools and Integrated Units with a view to providing quality care services to the needy.

77. A total of 50 special schools have been set up with a total number of 1,544 pupils:
36 Special Education Needs (SEN) schools, 6 Government Integrated Units and 8 Day Care
Centres are registered with the Ministry and benefit from grant in aid. The SEN budget was
Rs. 18 million for 2008-2009, Rs. 15 million for July-Dec 2009 and Rs. 31 million for Jan-
Dec 2010.

78.  Curriculum guidelines and a task analysis for children with intellectual impairment
have been launched in 2006. A pupil’s profile has been devised and distributed to the SEN
schools/Day Care Centre.

79.  In Rodrigues, children with disabilities are attending the three existing specialized
centres. The Commission for Education provides a per capita grant of Rs. 200 per month to
each pupil attending the schools.
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Paragraph 53 of the Committee’s concluding observations
The Committee recommends that the State party:

()  Prioritize the allocations of financial and human resources to the health
sector in order to ensure equal access to quality health care by children in all areas of
the country;

(b)  Continue its efforts to improve prenatal care, including training
programmes for midwives and traditional birth attendants, and take all necessary
measures to reduce infant mortality rates, especially in rural areas;

(c) Improve the nutritional status of infants, children and mothers;

(d)  Ensure access to safe drinking water and sanitation in all areas of the
country and particularly in Rodrigues; and

()  Encourage exclusive breastfeeding for at least six months after birth
with the addition of an appropriate infant diet thereafter.

80.  Budget allocations and human resources to the health sector have been substantially
increased for the whole population, including children, given that health is considered a
priority area by Government. New programmes have been put in place, and the monitoring
of progress in the health sector has been strengthened. As regards access to safe drinking
water and sanitation in all areas of the country and particularly in Rodrigues, Government
has invested significantly to improve the situation during the past years. In Rodrigues, the
reform of the water sector has been initiated to ensure a better service to the population.
The recurrent periods of drought affecting the country is a matter of concern for
Government and appropriate measures are being taken to reduce the impact of shortfalls on
water availability.

81.  The issues raised in the recommendation have been addressed and are more fully
described at Section II of the present report, at Part VI.

Paragraph 55 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee recommends that the State party, taking into account its General
Comment No. 4 (2003) on adolescent health and development in the context of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC/GC/2003/4):

(@)  Strengthen its efforts to ensure access to reproductive health services for
all adolescents;

(b)  Incorporate reproductive health education in the school curriculum;

(c) Conduct awareness-raising campaigns among adolescents to inform
them about their reproductive health rights and the prevention of STDs, HIV/AIDS,
and early pregnancies; and

(d)  Provide particular support to pregnant teenagers, including through
community structures and social security benefits and ensure their completion of
education.

82.  The necessary measures have been taken in respect of each of the above. National
reproductive health strategy has been formulated and is being implemented. The school
curriculum is being strengthened in reproductive health, including HIV/AIDS; awareness
creation campaigns have been organized for adolescents to inform them about their
reproductive health rights and the prevention of STDs, HIV/AIDS, and early pregnancies.
The Ministry of Health and Quality of Life, together with other partners, including NGOs
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have ensured that the recommendation has been complied with. This is more fully
described at Section II of the present report, at Part VI.

83.  The AIDS Unit of the Ministry of Health, carries the following ongoing activities:

+ Talks on risk taking and awareness on HIV/AIDS to students of secondary
schools;

* Organisation of forum debates in secondary schools;
+ Sensitisation programmes with out of school youth;
* Residential workshop with youth clubs and association;

+ Talks on risk taking and awareness on HIV/AIDS with young people in
collaboration with Ministry of Youth and Sports;

* Induction courses for youth officers in collaboration with Ministry Youth and
Sports;

* Power point competition presentation on HIV/AIDS in collaboration with
Ministry of Youth and Sports.

84.  In 2006 the NCC organised a Training of Trainers workshop in collaboration with
the Ministry of Health & Quality of Life & AIDS Secretariat for resource persons working
with NCC in order to organise a series of activities to sensitise adolescents. Staffs of NCC
were trained together with other participants.

85.  Following the workshop, a series of talks were organised for adolescents of Pre-
Vocational Schools region-wise. In 2006, a Poster Competition was organised for
adolescents on HIV/AIDS.

86.  Closer links are being developed with the Ministry of Health & Quality of Life for
the Medical School Health Programme.

87.  The Standard VI Textbook for Health Education is already in schools as from
January 2011. The programme is age-appropriate specific to the age group. Pupils are
exposed to the body system and lifestyle, growth, development, puberty and basic HIV and
AIDS issues.

88.  Sexual education is conducted with inmates of Probation Home and Probation
Hostel with the help of professionals. Talks are organised on various social issues including
HIV/AIDS.

Paragraph 57 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee recommends that the State Party integrate respect for the rights of the
child into the development and implementation of its HIV/AIDS policies and
strategies, taking into account its General Comment No. 3 (2003) on HIV/AIDS and
the rights of the child (CRC/GC/2003/3).

89.  Legislation on HIV and AIDS has been enacted in December 2006: to provide for
measures for the control and prevention of the propagation of HIV and AIDS and to protect
the rights of individuals including children who are HIV positive or who are infected with
AIDS, against all forms of discrimination.

90.  Provision has been made for a minor to undergo an HIV test on a voluntary basis
without the consent of a legal administrator or guardian. However, a written request for
such test is required while ensuring at the same time that he/she understands the nature and
implications of the test.

91.  The HIV/AIDS prevention programme consist also of the following:
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* The implementation of the Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission where
the newborn of an HIV infected mother is being protected from contamination
during pregnancy;

* Access to Post Exposure Prophylaxis to victims of rape or accidental injuries;

* The right to information on various aspects of HIV and AIDS through the
prevention programmes and activities as listed below.

92. In 2006 a sensitisation campaign on Sexual and reproductive health was organised
for children members of Children’s Clubs and parents region wise (6 regions). 270 children
and 88 parents have been reached.

93.  The Health and Physical Education Teacher’s Guide for primary schools includes
information on alcohol, tobacco, drugs and HIV/AIDS. The present curriculum has been
reviewed to allow a holistic approach to health in schools. The review has been completed
and the teacher’s guide is in school as from January 2011.

94.  In secondary schools, reproductive health is dealt with in a comprehensive way in
the Biology curriculum. All state and private secondary school teaching and Administrative
staff has been trained in HIV/AIDS by the National Aids Secretariat.

Paragraph 59 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee recommends that the State Party strengthen its efforts to ensure that
the needs of all children are met, in particular those from socially disadvantaged
families and those living in remote areas, so that they do not live in poverty and their
rights to adequate housing, education and health are respected.

95.  The Ministry of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare through
the Child Development Unit has organised outreach programmes in deprived regions to
empower people to use the services offered by the Ministry of Gender Equality, Child
Development and Family Welfare for the support and upliftment of children’s conditions.

96.  Abandoned women with children and abandoned children are granted social aid,
subject to a means test.

97.  Health care is accessible to all children, irrespective of their socio-economic
condition, their religious belief and their place of residence. There is no distinction in the
type and quality of service provided to a child. Children are considered on a fast track basis
in all hospitals.

98.  Education is free at pre-primary, primary, secondary and tertiary levels at the
University of Mauritius for full time undergraduate studies. The Education Act has now
been amended to provide compulsory education up to age of 16. Transport to and from
schools is also free of charge for all students.

99.  In Mauritius, the housing strategy is very much guided by the aim of “Un Toit pour
Toi” meaning a roof for you, and emphasis is being put to target the economically weak and
those socially deprived still further down the line and improve their access to resources.
With the overall objective of “Un Toit pour Toi”, the Ministry Housing has adopted an
integrated approach and is providing: (i) land for housing; (ii) on site and off site
infrastructure; and (iii) assistance to the lower-income owners. One off cash grant of
Rs. 60,000 for slab of 100m’ is provided for those with a monthly income of less than
Rs. 8,500 Household with a monthly income of less than Rs. 5,000 who owns a plot of land
but cannot afford to start construction of a housing unit is granted a maximum of
Rs. 45,000.

100. Government sponsored loans are also provided.
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101. As regards poverty in general, the Ministry of Social Security has special
programmes that assist children living in poor conditions.

Paragraph 61 of the Committee’s concluding observations
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(@) Ensure that the proposed reforms secure access to free and compulsory
secondary education for all children regardless of their social status and ethnic
background;

(b)  Develop a policy regarding the use of Creole in the Early Childhood
Development (ECD) stage and at primary levels; and

(c) Introduce human rights education, including the principles and
provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, in the school curriculum.

102. Necessary measures have been taken in respect of each of the above. Education is
free and has been made compulsory up to the age of 16, and this is regardless of the social
status and ethnic background of the child. The Constitution of the country is testimony of
the policy of government, and this has been so since independence. Creole is being used in
the Early Childhood, and is being introduced as a subject in primary schools. The school
curriculum comprises of education on values, and human rights education sessions are
organized in schools.

Paragraph 63 of the Committee’s concluding observations

The Committee recommends that the State Party continue and strengthen its efforts
in combating drug abuse by children and in particular to strengthen its awareness
campaigns, prevention measures and programmes for recovery and social
reintegration.

103. In the year 2006, the National Agency for the Treatment and Rehabilitation of
Substance Abuses (NATReSA) in collaboration with the Ministry of Social Security,
National Solidarity and Senior Citizens Welfare & Reform Institutions and since September
2008, under the aegis of the Ministry of Health & Quality of Life has been engaged in the
education of parents, grandparents and other family members in various types of drugs,
providing them information on health and socio-economic consequences in the family.
Parents have been sensitized on their roles, responsibilities and parenting skills in the
prevention of substance abuse by children.

104. Awareness prevention campaigns are continuously organized jointly with the
National Women’s Council since 2006 to meet the above objectives.

105. No recovery, rehabilitation and re-integration programme has yet been established
for child