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Letter dated 7 December 2015 from the commission of inquiry
addressed to the Permanent Representative of Eritrea to the United
Nations

Dear Mr. Ambassador,

Thank you for your willingness to engage with me and my fellow Commissioners
on 2 November 2015. | hope we can build on this first encounter and continue the
discussion.

As stated during our meeting, |1 would be grateful for any documentation your
Government may wish to share with the Commission about developments noted by you
during your statement delivered during the interactive dialogue with the Commission at the
Third Committee of the General Assembly on 29 October 2015.

Our Secretariat received with thanks the Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure
Code, and is looking forward to also receiving the Civil Code and its procedural code in
due course.

Furthermore, we are interested in documentation and information about the drafting
of a new constitution, as well as the duration of the national service for current and future
conscripts.

We would also welcome any additional updates and positive developments you
might wish to highlight with regard to the human rights situation in Eritrea since the
finalisation of our first report.

| take this opportunity to reiterate our continued desire to visit Eritrea as stated
during our meeting and in previous correspondence, most recently in my letter of
28 September 2015 to H.E. Mr. Osman Saleh Mohammed, Minister of Foreign Affairs. |
hope that the Government of Eritrea will invite the members of the Commission and its
staff to visit Eritrea, in line with Human Rights Council resolution 29/18.

I look forward to hearing from you in due course. For any clarifications | can be contacted
through the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights or via email
(coieritrea@ohchr.org).

I remain,
Yours sincerely,

)

Mike Smith
Chair
Commission of Inquiry
on Human Rights in Eritrea
His Excellency
Mr. Girma Asmerom
Permanent Representative of Eritrea
Permanent Mission of Eritrea
New York
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Letter dated 24 February 2016 from the commission of inquiry
addressed to the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Eritrea

Excellency,

I write to you in my capacity as the Chair of the United Nations Commission of
Inquiry on Human Rights in Eritrea.

As requested by the Human Rights Council (HRC), the Commission will present a
written report at the thirty-second session of the HRC in June 2016, and at the seventy-first
session of the General Assembly in September 2016.

I wish to reiterate our continued desire to visit Eritrea as stated in previous
correspondence, most recently my letter to you of 28 September 2015 and the letter of
7 December 2015 to H.E. Mr. Girma Asmerom, Permanent Representative of Eritrea to the
United Nations in New York.

We would be most grateful if the Government of Eritrea would extend an invitation
to members of the Commission and its staff to visit Eritrea, in line with Human Rights
Council resolution 29/18. Such a visit could be organised at any time prior to the
finalisation of our report for the thirty-second session of the HRC.

I look forward to hearing from you in due course. For any clarifications | can be
contacted through the Secretariat of the Commission (coieritrea@ohchr.org).

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Mike Smith
Chair, Commission of Inquiry
on Human Rights in Eritrea

His Excellency

Mr. Osman Saleh Mohammed
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Eritrea
Asmara

Eritrea
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