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Jihan is a mother of two young 
boys who risked everything for 
the safety of her family. Unlike 
many others, she is blind. While 
waiting to be reunited with her 
husband, her boys have become 
her eyes to the world. She worries 
about them bearing the burden of 
her blindness and her status as a 
refugee. What she hopes is for her 
boys to have a normal life and be 
able to go to school again. 

“We came here for a better 
life and to find people who 
might better understand our 
situation.”

“Before the war my family 
had the best life.”
Four-year-old Shahad narrowly 
escaped death before she was 
pulled from the rubble of her 
family home. Self-conscious, she 
often tries to hide the scars on 
her face. Like many other young 
children, Shahad still finds delight 
in the smallest of pleasures. But 
her father, Yehia, worries that the 
experience of war will change 
her and dreams for her to have a 
normal and happy childhood. 

“When my parents are not 
around, I am busy looking 
after my brother.”

Since she was three, Jehan and 
her family have been forcibly 
displaced due to armed conflict, 
clan feud, natural disasters, and 
election-related violence in
Mindanao. Jehan, now 16, takes 
care of her younger brother and 
dreams of going back to school. 
Her father works as a laborer 
while her mother works as a street 
vendor. Times are hard, so Jehan 
does her best to help at home. 

Jihan, Jehan, and Shahad have left everything behind and are starting 
to build a new life away from fear and violence. 

Your support empowers them.
Invite your friends to lend their voice by asking them to sign 
the pledge to stand #WithRefugees. 
Log on to unhcr.org/refugeeday/ph.
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