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A. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

A.1. General Information; Country Profile; Maps 

a. Country Profile 
 
A.1.1. Facts on File, Country Profile - Iran, (accessed) 31 August 2009 
 URL:  http://www.2facts.com/Ancillaries/Index/c00083.asp 
 
A.1.2. BBC, Timeline: Iran (A chronology of events), (last updated) 27 August 2009 

URL: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/country_profiles/790877.stm 
 
A.1.3. Central Intelligence Agency, The World Factbook – Iran, 11 August 2009 

URL: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ir.html 
 
A.1.4. Economist Intelligence Unit, Country Forecast – Iran: Update, August 2009 
 URL: http://www.eiu.com/report_dl.asp?issue_id=54765590&mode=pdf 
 
A.1.5. Economist Intelligence Unit, Country Report – Iran, August 2009 
 URL: http://www.eiu.com/report_dl.asp?issue_id=1074765892&mode=pdf 
 
A.1.6. Economist Intelligence Unit, Country Forecast – Iran, June 2009  

URL: http://www.eiu.com/report_dl.asp?issue_id=264614211&mode=pdf 
 
A.1.7. UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Country Profile: Iran, (last updated)  

19 March 2009 
URL: http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/about-the-fco/country-profiles/middle-east-north-africa/iran 

 
A.1.8. UNHCR, 2007 Statistical Yearbook – Statistical Annex (by country), 31 

December 2008 
 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/4981c3dc2.html 
 
A.1.9. US Library of Congress, Federal Research Division, Country Profile: Iran, May 

2008 
URL: http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/profiles/Iran.pdf 

 
A.1.10. US Department of State, Bureau of Public Affairs, Background Note: Iran, 

March 2008 
URL: http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/5314.htm 

 
A.1.11. Economist Intelligence Unit, Country Profile – Iran, 2008 
 URL: http://www.eiu.com/report_dl.asp?issue_id=943832679&mode=pdf 
 
A.1.12. Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Country Fact Sheet – Iran, 

December 2007 
URL: http://www.irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/research/publications/index_e.htm?docid=373&cid=110 

 
A.1.13. UNHCR, Islamic Republic of Iran – 2005 Statistical Yearbook, May 2007 

URL: http://www.unhcr.org/statistics/STATISTICS/464478a72.html 
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b. Language 
 
A.1.14. Lewis, M. Paul (ed.), Ethnologue: Languages of the World, Iran, Sixteenth 

edition, 2009  
 URL: http://www.ethnologue.com/show_country.asp?name=IR 
 

c. Maps 
 
A.1.15. UNHCR, Map of Assisted Voluntary Repatriation to Afghanistan - by Province of 

Country of Asylum: Iran – June 2008, June 2008 
URL: http:/www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/48f33be30.html  

 
A.1.16. UNHCR, Map of Registered Afghans in Iran by Province of Origin in Afghanistan 

as of 31 January 2008, 31 January 2008 
URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/47d78acc2.html 

 
A.1.17. UNHCR, Map of Registered Afghans in Pakistan & Iran by Province of Origin in 

Afghanistan as of 31 January 2008, 31 January 2008 
URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/47d78c462.html 

 
A.1.18. UNHCR, Map of Locations of Groups of Refugees and Asylum Seekers in Iraq – 

July 2007, July 2007 
URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/46babef92.html 

 
A.1.19. UNHCR, Islamic Republic of Iran Atlas Map, 7 November 2006 

URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/463b22df2.html 
 
A.1.20. UN Cartographic Section, Iran Country Map, January 2004 
 URL: http://www.un.org/Depts/Cartographic/map/profile/iran.pdf 
 

A.2. Political and Security Situation 
 
A.2.1. Golnaz Esfandiari, Fresh Arrests, Raids Further Squeeze Iran Opposition, Radio 

Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 9 September 2009  
URL: http://www.rferl.org/content/Fresh_Arrests_Raids_Further_Squeeze_Iran_Opposition/ 
1818983.html 

 
A.2.2. Ellen Barry, Israel Says Russia May Reconsider Plans to Sell Missiles to Iran, The 

New York Times, 19 August 2009 
URL: http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/20/world/europe/20russia.html 

 
A.2.3. BBC, Will Iran’s Basij stay loyal?, 13 August 2009 

URL: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8200719.stm 
 
A.2.4. BBC, Defiant Iran president takes oath, 5 August 2009  

URL: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8184240.stm 
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A.2.5. US Congressional Research Service, Iran: U.S. Concerns and Policy Responses, 
(last updated) 2 July 2009 
URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a5c478d2.html 

 
A.2.6. Newsweek, A Twitter Timeline of the Iran Election, 26 June 2009  

URL: http://www.newsweek.com/id/203953 
 
A.2.7. Council of Europe: Parliamentary Assembly, The situation in Iran, 23 June 2009 

URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a51f0690.html 
 
A.2.8. BBC, Q&A: Iran election aftermath, 22 June 2009  

URL: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8101621.stm 
 
A.2.9. Chatham House, Preliminary Analysis of the Voting Figures in Iran’s 2009 

Presidential Election, 21 June 2009 
URL: http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/files/14234_iranelection0609.pdf 

 
A.2.10. CNN, Timeline: 2009 Iran presidential elections, 19 June 2009  

URL: http://edition.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/meast/06/16/iran.elections.timeline/index.html 
 
A.2.11. International Crisis Group (ICG), U.S.-Iranian Engagement: The View from 

Tehran, 2 June 2009 
URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a253c562.html 

 
A.2.12. BBC, Q&A: Iran and the nuclear issue, 22 May 2009  

URL: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/4031603.stm 
 
A.2.13. United States Congressional Research Service, Iran’s Activities and Influence in 

Iraq, 13 February 2009 
URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49ad30652.html 

 
A.2.14. BBC, Conservatives win Iran election, 16 March 2008 

URL: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7297923.stm 
 
A.2.15. UN Security Council, Security Council resolution 1803 (2008) [on further 

measures against Iran in connection with its development of sensitive technologies 
in support of its nuclear and missile programmes], 3 March 2008 
URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/48118b9e2.html 

 
A.2.16. UK House of Commons, Foreign Affairs Committee, Global Security: Iran,  

2 March 2008 
URL: http://www.parliament.the-stationery-office.co.uk/pa/cm200708/cmselect/cmfaff/142/ 
142.pdf 
 

A.3. Human Rights (in General) 
 
A.3.1. UK Home Office, Country of Origin Information Report – Iran, 6 August 2009 
 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a8126cf2.html 
 
A.3.2. Freedom House, Freedom in the World 2009 – Iran, 16 July 2009 
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 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a6452afc.html 
 
A.3.3. World Organisation Against Torture / International Federation for Human 

Rights, Steadfast in Protest: 2009 Annual Report of the Observatory for the 
Protection of Human Rights Defenders – Iran, 18 June 2009 

 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a5f301b23.html 
 
A.3.4. US Department of State, Trafficking in Persons Report 2009 – Iran, 16 June 2009 

URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a4214b3c.html 
 
A.3.5. Amnesty International, Amnesty International Report 2009 – Iran, 28 May 2009 

URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a1fade4c.html 
 
A.3.6. Danish Immigration Service, Human Rights Situation for Minorities, Women and 

Converts, and Entry and Exit Procedures, ID Cards, Summons and Reporting, 
etc., April 2009 
URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49fff6102.html 

 
A.3.7. UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Human Rights Annual Report 2008 – 

Iran, 26 March 2009 
URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49ce361a2.html 

 
A.3.8. International Federation for Human Rights, Human rights situation in the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, 18 March 2009 
URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49d1ce0a2.html 

 
A.3.9. US Department of State, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, 2008 

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices – Iran, 25 February 2009 
 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49a8f182c.html 
 
A.3.10. UN General Assembly, Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: 

resolution / adopted by the General Assembly, A/RES/63/191, 24 February 2009 
 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49b8c9f20.html 
 
A.3.11. Amnesty International, Iran: Human Rights in the Spotlight on the 30th 

Anniversary of the Islamic Revolution, 5 February 2009 
 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/499161522.html 
 
A.3.12. Human Rights Watch, World Report 2009 – Iran, 14 January 2009 

URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49705f9d5f.html 
 
A.3.13. Amnesty International, Authorities close key human rights centre in Tehran,  

23 December 2008 
URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49589749c.html 

 
A.3.14. Human Rights Watch, Iran: Rights Crisis Escalates – Faces and Cases from 

Ahmadinejad’s Crackdown, 18 September 2008 
 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/48d749891a.html 
  
 

 7

http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a6452afc.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a5f301b23.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a4214b3c.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a1fade4c.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49fff6102.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49ce361a2.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49d1ce0a2.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49a8f182c.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49b8c9f20.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/499161522.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49705f9d5f.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49589749c.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/48d749891a.html


Status Determination and Protection Information Section 
Division of International Protection Services 

B. LEGAL CONTEXT 

B.1. Citizenship; Identification; Nationality; Statelessness 
 
B.1.1. International Observatory on Statelessness, Iran, (accessed) 3 September 2009 
 URL: http://www.nationalityforall.org/iran 
 
B.1.2. International Organization for Migration, Iran: Citizenship, (accessed)  

3 September 2009 
 URL: http://www.iomdublin.org/DORAS%20Iran%20Citizenship.html 
 
B.1.3. Sanaz Raji, Iranian women's citizenship limbo, Guardian, 16 May 2009 

URL: http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2009/may/16/iran-gender-citizenship 
 
B.1.4. Refugees International, Nationality Rights for All: A Progress Report and Global 

Survey on Statelessness, 11 March 2009 
 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49be193f2.html 
 
B.1.5. UN Human Rights Council, Arbitrary deprivation of nationality: report of the 

Secretary-General, 26 January 2009 
 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49958be22.html 
 
B.1.6. Khaleej Times Online, Iran offers citizenship to children of foreign men,  

24 September 2006 
URL: http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?xfile=data/middleeast/2006/ 
September/middleeast_September543.xml&section=middleeast&col 

 
B.1.7. Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, The shenasnameh, including 

application and reissuance procedure, physical characteristics, security features, 
period of validity, meaning of inscriptions, significance of identification number 
and difference between the shenasnameh and the national identification card 
(2006), 5 June 2006 
URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/45f1475529.html 

 
B.1.8. Refugee International, Lives on Hold: The Human Cost of Statelessness, February 

2005 
URL: http://www.refugeesinternational.org/content/publication/detail/5051/ 

 
B.1.9. UNICEF, Birth Registration in Iran: An analysis of the state of relevant laws in 

Iran, 2005 
 URL: http://www.unicef.org/iran/IRN_resources_BR_eng-word.pdf 
 
B.1.10. Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Iran: Whether a child who was born 

of an Iranian mother and a stateless Bedouin father and who lives in Kuwait 
would be entitled to Iranian citizenship; whether Iran provides protection against 
statelessness to children born in Kuwait, 15 October 2004 

 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/42df610e20.html  
 
B.1.11. Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Iran: Whether a daughter of a male 

citizen of Iran and a female citizen of Bahrain can obtain an Iranian passport if 

 8

http://www.nationalityforall.org/iran
http://www.iomdublin.org/DORAS%20Iran%20Citizenship.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2009/may/16/iran-gender-citizenship
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49be193f2.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49958be22.html
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?xfile=data/middleeast/2006/September/middleeast_September543.xml&section=middleeast&col
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?xfile=data/middleeast/2006/September/middleeast_September543.xml&section=middleeast&col
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/45f1475529.html
http://www.refugeesinternational.org/content/publication/detail/5051/
http://www.unicef.org/iran/IRN_resources_BR_eng-word.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/42df610e20.html


Status Determination and Protection Information Section 
Division of International Protection Services 

she was born in another country, never lived in Iran and does not have any links to 
her father, 16 April 2004 

 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/41501c2115.html 
 

B.2. Judiciary; Legal and Penal Systems 
 
B.2.1. Amnesty International, Independent investigation needed into rape and torture in 

detention in Iran, 17 August 2009 
 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a8d54ad1a.html 
 
B.2.2. BBC, Iran appoints new judiciary head, 15 August 2009  

URL: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8203613.stm 
 
B.2.3. Amnesty International, Iran: Alarming spike in executions since disputed 

presidential election, 7 August 2009 
 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a8136fa1e.html 
 
B.2.4. Amnesty International, Over 100 Iranians face grossly unfair trials, 4 August 

2009 
 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a8136f7c.html 
 
B.2.5. Human Rights Watch, Iran: Halt Moves to Curtail Lawyers, 16 July 2009 
 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a64299b2c.html 
 
B.2.6. Human Rights Watch, Iran: Detainees Describe Beatings, Pressure to Confess,  

8 July 2009 
 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a55b2c10.html 
 
B.2.7. Human Rights Watch, Iran: Release Disabled Reformist, 1 July 2009 
 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a4c8183a.html 
 
B.2.8. Human Rights Watch, Iran: Stop Imminent Juvenile Offender Executions,  

5 May 2009 
 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a07ccf413.html 
 
B.2.9. Amnesty International, Delara Darabi executed in Iran, 1 May 2009 
 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49fe91441e.html 
 
B.2.10. International Federation for Human Rights, Iran/Death Penalty: a State Terror 

Policy, 28 April 2009 
URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49f9ad372.html 

 
B.2.11. Amnesty International, Death sentences and executions in 2008, 24 March 2009 

URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49cb43182.html 
 
B.2.12. Human Rights Watch, Iran Hangs Seventh Juvenile Offender This Year,  

3 November 2008 
 URL: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4919422d1a.html 
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