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CONCLUSIONS OF THE FOURTH MEETING OF THE
QUADRIPARTITE STEERING COMMITTEE:
SOLUTIONS STRATEGY FOR AFGHAN REFUGEES
TO SUPPORT VOLUNTARY REPATRIATION, SUSTAINABLE REINTEGRATION AND
ASSISTANCE TO HOST COUNTRIES

Tehran, Iran
19 May 2015

The fourth meeting of the Quadripartite Steering Committee was held in Tehran, Islamic Republic of
Iran on 19 May 2015. The purpose of the meeting was to take stock of the developments and
implementation of the Solutions Strategy for Afghan Refugees to Support Voluntary Repatriation,
Sustainable Reintegration and Assistance to Host Countries (SSAR) and endorse the next phase
(2015-17) to ensure continued support for the SSAR.

The Governments of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Afghanistan, and Pakistan and the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) were present at the meeting. Participants
highlighted the significance of the SSAR to identify and implement lasting solutions for the Afghan
refugees. Under the umbrella of the SSAR, they agreed to support the gradual, safe, dignified and
sustainable voluntary return of over 2.6 million Afghan refugees, primarily residing in the Islamic
Republics of Iran and Pakistan. Hon. Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli, Minister of Interior, represented the
Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran; Hon. Sayed Hussain Alemi Balkhi, Minister of Refugees
and Repatriation (MORR), represented Afghanistan; and Hon. Abdul Qadir Baloch, Minister of States
and Frontier Regions (SAFRON) represented Pakistan. Mark Bowden, the UN Deputy Special
Representative for Afghanistan, and Daisy Dell, Regional Bureau Director for Asia and the Pacific
representing UNHCR expressed appreciation to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran for
hosting the meeting and acknowledged the commitment and support shown by the Islamic Republics
of Iran and Pakistan to Afghan refugees for over three decades.

The parties of the Quadripartite Steering Committee:

Reaffirmed their commitment to the principle of voluntary repatriation, in safety and dignity, to end
the protracted Afghan refugee situation and urged that intensified efforts should be undertaken to
create an enabling environment for voluntary return and sustainable reintegration;

Acknowledged that full and effective reintegration will be a gradual and challenging endeavour, linked
to Afghanistan’s overall absorption capacity, and welcomed the commitment and plans of the
Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan to facilitate sustainable returns;

Underlined the importance of ensuring the inclusion of returnees into the new reform agenda of
Afghanistan, its social policy and development processes at local, provincial and national/sector
levels, inter alia, by facilitating their access to National Priority Programmes, the National Solidarity
Programme, growth and job creation plans, as well as by prioritizing community-based investments
benefiting returnees and local communities in areas of return;



Endorsed the Afghan led initiative of the Enhanced Voluntary Return and Reintegration Package
(EVRRP). In the form of an enhanced multi-purpose cash grant, the EVRRP aims to anchor returnees
by strengthening their coping mechanisms and supporting their reintegration process at an individual
level. It will help enhance the returnees’ ability to access land, housing, purchase tools, equipment,
and/or establish small entrepreneurial activities. The parties agreed to call upon the international
community to support the EVRRP, and approach traditional and non-traditional donors to secure
funding. Donor briefings and missions to the region may be organized to achieve this objective. The
parties also agreed to joint resource mobilisation efforts, where possible;

Underlined that while the provision of the EVRRP can help stimulate and encourage voluntary return
and support recipients to cope during the initial stages of the return and reintegration process, the
package is only complementary to comprehensive efforts aimed at creating long-term incentives for
durable return and conditions conducive for sustainable reintegration. This needs to be underpinned
by robust development initiatives, within the overall objective of bolstering the absorption capacity;

Noted that Afghans outside of Afghanistan, particularly youth and women constitute potential human
capital integral to the nation-building, reconstruction and reconciliation process in Afghanistan. The
participants recognized the need to further strengthen cross-border initiatives including cultural affairs
aimed at familiarizing Afghan refugees, in particular the youth, with their country and enhancing
interest and motivation among them for voluntary repatriation to Afghanistan; empowering them
through education, vocational skills training and livelihoods within the framework of the SSAR;

Recalled and reiterated the final Communiqué of the 2014 London Conference on Afghanistan -
consistent with the Declaration of the Tokyo Conference on Afghanistan held in 2012 - to call on the
international community to provide further support to voluntary return and sustainable reintegration of
Afghans;

Acknowledged the importance of renewed focus on Afghanistan and welcomed the decision of the UN
High Commissioner for Refugees and the Chair of the Executive Committee (EXCOM) to host a
High Level Segment (HLS) on the Afghan refugee situation during the 66th Session of EXCOM in
October 2015. The parties agreed to support preparations for the HLS and that it should have high
level representation. The HLS is expected to reinvigorate support to the second phase of the SSAR
(2015-17) through the renewed commitment of the Afghan Government, the Governments of host
countries, donor countries, the international community and UNHCR in their resolve to achieve the
successful conclusion of this major refugee chapter;

Appreciated and further encouraged continued dialogue and increased cooperation between
Afghanistan and the host countries, including through the established Quadripartite and Tripartite
frameworks. In this regard, the parties reiterated the need to continue jointly developing mutually
reinforcing national strategies on voluntary return and reintegration, as well as management of
Afghan refugees beyond 2015, within the framework of SSAR;

Expressed the need for host countries to share information and data with Afghanistan and UNHCR in
order to feed into the planning process inside Afghanistan enabling the development of targeted
programmes to support reintegration. The participants agreed to look into modalities supporting Go-
and-See visits. Afghanistan will collect and share information on the forthcoming comprehensive
reintegration policy, including the land allocation scheme, and livelihood opportunities to enable
refugees to make informed decisions towards voluntary return. This information could be shared
through mass information campaigns in the host countries to inform refugees on the opportunities
available in Afghanistan;

Expressed appreciation to the new Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan for its pro-
activeness in tackling issues related to return and reintegration, and encouraged their continued
leadership in driving development in the country with the ultimate aim of creating conditions
conducive to return. The parties also welcomed that Afghanistan will launch its Portfolio of



Projects within the framework of SSAR during the HLS. This will delineate on-going and planned
projects facilitating the return and enabling the reintegration of Afghan refugee returnees to
Afghanistan;

Further acknowledged the launch of the updated version of the SSAR Pakistan Portfolio of Projects at
the HLS, and advances made in the SSAR Iran Portfolio of Projects for 2014-2015, so as to ensure
continued support to host communities in those countries, pending the return of Afghan refugees;

Endorsed the SSAR website to serve as an easily accessible and reader-friendly, unified platform for
awareness-raising and information-sharing on SSAR, targeting a range of audiences, including
donors, media and the general public.
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