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UNHCR rehabilitated 28 communal shelters in 5 governorates so far in 2013� 
In response to the urgent need for shelter assistance among internally displaced 
persons, UNHCR has committed to rehabilitate 113 communal shelters across the 
country in the first six months of 2013 within the framework of the Syria Humanitarian 
Response Plan (SHARP). Some delay due to bureaucracy and access constraints 
was experienced to start the programme, but it has now made progress since 
rehabilitation work resumed in May. Out of these 113 shelters, work on 75 shelters is 
on-going with some in the final stages of completion, whilst the rehabilitation of 28 
collective shelters in Damascus, Rural Damascus, Homs, Aleppo and Hassakeh has 
been completed. The rehabilitation of the 113 shelters will benefit more than 42,000 
vulnerable people. Through its role as sector lead for the Non-Food Items and Shelter 
and its partnership with the NGOs already engaged in shelter support, UNHCR aims 
to improve the living conditions of the most vulnerable individuals, including women, 
children, the elderly and the disabled, by undertaking repair and rehabilitation in 352 
collective shelters in 2013. Overall, 469 shelters should to be rehabilitated by the 
Sector under SHARP in 2013. 
 

 
 
Gebran and Gina, twins born in a shelter 
In a small room under the stairs of a high school building that has now become a 
collective shelter in al-Kesweh, a small town located in Rural Damascus, Gebran and 
Gina were born a month ago. Their parents have fled violence in Sayeda Zainab, in 
the southern suburbs of Damascus, over a year ago with their three other children; 
and as the collective shelter was overcrowded when they arrived, they had no choice 
but to stay in a small and humid 3x3 square meters room which they have been 
sharing with another family. Emad, the father is unemployed, so is the mother. Though 
no material assistance will ever give them their lives back, UNHCR, with the support of 
Secours Islamique France (SIF), one of its main implementing partners in the Shelter 
sector, hopes that the repair work carried out in the collective shelter will make a 
difference in the daily life of the family. The room now has a door, electricity and 
carpeting, thus looking safer and more habitable. “We were glad the family has finally 
been able to enjoy some privacy. Personal privacy is crucial in traditional societies and 
is sometimes more important than bread itself”, said Mays, a humanitarian worker 
from SIF.  
 
4,572 vulnerable people provided with cash assistance in Tartous 
The first round of the provision of cash assistance in the city of Tartous has been 
finalized with 4,572 vulnerable people assisted from 10 June to 4 July with an average 
of $150 per family. As of 16 July, a total of 45,467 individuals (8,890 families) have 
benefitted from cash assistance in 2013 in the governorates of Damascus, Tartous, 
Homs and Qamishly, out of UNHCR’s target of 100,000 beneficiary families in 2013. 
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