
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Access through Rafah Border Crossing, the Gaza Strip 

November 2015 
 

The following provides a factual overview of the situation regarding access to the Gaza Strip via Egypt based 

on publicly available sources (noting that UNHCR does not have a presence in the Gaza Strip).
1
 This 

document is based on information available up to 15 November 2015. 

 

Since mid-2013, severe restrictions on the movement of people have been imposed on the Rafah border 

crossing between Gaza and Egypt in the context of political uncertainty and military operations in northern 

Sinai.
2
 Following a deteriorating of the security situation in Northern Sinai since October 2014, the Rafah 

Crossing has remained mostly closed.
3
 According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 

Affairs (OCHA), between 24 October 2014 and October 2015, the Rafah border crossing was open for 

passage for a total of only 37 days. During the months of February, April and July 2015, the border remained 

completely closed.
4
 Egyptian authorities opened the border for three days, on 8, 9 and 17 September 2015, but 

limited passage to Palestinian pilgrims travelling to Mecca, in one direction only, from the Gaza Strip to 

Egypt.
5
 The border reportedly was subsequently opened for five days in September/October 2015, also in one 

direction, mostly to allow Palestinian Hajj pilgrims to return to the Gaza Strip.
6
 The sustained near-closure of 
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  UNHCR’s Position on Deportations to Gaza (February 2015) is available at: http://www.refworld.org/docid/5448f2bea.html. For an overview 

of the humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip, see UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Internal Displacement and Humanitarian 

Situation in the Gaza Strip, November 2015, http://www.refworld.org/docid/564ec6914.html. 
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http://bit.ly/1MyH7dn. “The Rafah Crossing was exceptionally opened on 8 and 9 September for Palestinian pilgrims heading to Mecca 

(Saudi Arabia), allowing over 1,500 to cross into Egypt. The crossing has been continuously closed, including for humanitarian assistance, 
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the Rafah Crossing has led to significant numbers of Palestinians being stranded on either side of the crossing, 

including those with urgent medical needs.
7
 According to OCHA, the closure is directly affecting at least 

30,000 Palestinians registered as humanitarian cases waiting to leave Gaza via Rafah.
8
 At the time of writing, 

discussions between Egyptian and the Palestinian authorities were reportedly underway to ease restrictions at 

the Rafah Crossing, but concrete measures had yet to be announced.
9
  

 

Aside from the Rafah Crossing largely being closed and transiting arrangements therefore being highly 

difficult to plan, criteria and procedures for access into the Gaza Strip via Egypt require coordination and 

permission from the Egyptian, and at times, the Palestinian authorities. To enter Egypt, the applicant requires 

an entry visa for Egypt, for which a passport or travel document is required. Additionally, Egypt reportedly 

denies entry to the Gaza Strip for Palestinians who do not hold Israeli-approved ID documents.
10

  

 

Moreover, amid a reportedly deteriorating security situation in Northern Sinai,
11

 and particularly in light of 

escalated hostilities around Rafah and Sheikh Zuweid in Northern Sinai since 1 July 2015,
12

 coordination of 

safe passage across the Sinai is reported to remain extremely difficult and risks exposing civilians to violence, 

abduction, trafficking and counter-terrorism operations.
13

  

 

 

UNHCR, November 2015 
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