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Nightmare
Murder of two women journalists brings media death toll
since 2000 to 80

2 September 2011

Reporters Without Borders is shocked by the murders of reporter Ana Maria Yarce Viveros,
the founder of the weekly magazine Contralinea, and Rocio Gonzalez Trapaga, a freelance
journalist who used to work for Televisa. The bodies of two women were found in a Mexico City
park yesterday.

“We strongly condemn this escalation of terror against journalists in what is already one of the
hemisphere’s most dangerous and deadliest countries for the media,” Reporters Without
Borders said. “Eighty journalists have been killed in Mexico since 2000, six of them women.
This double murder comes just a week after Humberto Millan Salazar, a presenter on Radio
Formula and editor of the online newspaper A-Discusién, was murdered in the northwestern
state of Sinaloa.

“More and more journalists are faced with the choice between self-censorship or exile. Can the
media survive in Mexico? The authorities have still not implemented an agreement on safety
mechanisms for journalists that was signed nearly a year ago. We are waiting for the
government to act.”

Both aged 48, Yarce and Gonzalez were kidnapped as they left their office and were strangled
during the night of 31 August, Contralinea reported. According to the Federal District
prosecutor’s office, their bodies were found yesterday in a park in the eastern district
Iztapalapa.

Radio Formula said their clothes had been removed, their hands and feet were bound and
ropes were left around their necks. This kind of macabre presentation is the hallmark of a drug
cartel killing

ROCIO GONZALEZ

MARCELA YARCE
TRAPAGA

Federal District prosecutor Miguel Angel Mancera promised that those responsible would be
arrested quickly. The head of the Mexico City government, Marcelo Ebrard, also promised that
justice would be done. Reporters Without Borders asks these officials or their aides to keep it
informed about developments in the investigation. The motive has yet to be established.

An investigative magazine that has been going for more than 10 years, Contralinea has been
the target of intimidation and judicial harassment, especially since 2007, when its reporting
proved embarrassing for the national oil company PEMEX.

This double murder has compounded the widespread feeling of terror resulting from the
federal offensive against drug trafficking launched in December 2006, whose death toll now
stand at 50,000. Until now, Mexico City had seemed much less exposed to the violence than



the rest of the country.




